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Every reason to expect 
Urbanites to keep soaring 


iL. OHIO STATE 


It only feels like a hundred years ago when Ohio 

State — its highest of hopes seemingly dashed by 

a season-ending injury to star quarterback Braxton 

Miller — lost at home by two touchdowns to Virginia 

Tech. Since that unsightly 2014 evening in Columbus, 

the Buckeyes rallied to greatness behind second- 
and third-string quarterbacks, repositioned themselves as national giants, 
and even put a flattering shine on the oft-criticized Big Ten. Indeed, they've 
merely changed everything. 

Isn't it just a reflection of all things Urban Meyer? That this is what Buck- 
eyes had anticipated, even expected, when he stepped into the job just three 
years ago? No longer does Alabama's Nick Saban stand alone as the king 
of college football coaches. Meyer is right there at the big bowl, challenging 
Saban for every kibble. Simply put, OSU is a giant fully awakened. 


Gosh, where to start? It almost doesn’t seem to 
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matter if it's Cardale Jones or J.T. Barrett under center, or even if it’s Miller, 
who might be playing elsewhere when the September 7 opener at Virginia 
Tech comes. Under any circumstances, that’s a rematch from hell for the 
Hokies. If the Buckeyes do what they utterly expect to do there, the rest 
should be a matter of a rudimentary equation: Best offensive players in the 
Big Ten (hello, Ezekiel Elliott) plus best defensive players (nice to see you 
again, Joey Bosa) equal can’t-screw-this-up. 

THE BAD NEWS: Did we mention the game at Virginia Tech? Well, it's 
a bit scary. OSU must play at Michigan, too, and new Wolverines coach Jim 
Harbaugh was so frighteningly good against top opponents at Stanford, 
it invites doubt into the picture. 

JR CALL: There won't be a regular-season contest in which the 
Buckeyes don't have a gigantic edge in — what's that word? — talent. That 
monumental collection of talent, along with Meyer's eminence, makes No. 1 
an easy call. 
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INAS TOINAN. PEGS 


No longer under the radar 
It still has to hurt. TCU was so good last season — 

so dominant. And yet the Horned Frogs were dissed 
and dismissed by the College Football Playoff selection committee when it 
mattered most. Who's to say they wouldn't have given a (much) better show- 
ing than, say, Florida State did? But it's water under the bridge now. More 
important is that TCU has completely overcome its early shyness in the 
Big 12, and this 2015 bunch could be Patterson's best yet. 


THE GOOD NEWS; QB Trevone Boykin is beyond-the-pale great. Does 
that sound like a little much? Get over it. Boykin could start at any school in 
the country and either make that team better or, at worst, keep it humming. 
And he is joined by so many returning starters (10) from a top offense, it's 
silly. Just as exciting: TCU's defense will roar like it hasn't in a while. 

THE BAD NEWS: We're still looking ... maybe it’s the tough road 
schedule? Visits to Minnesota, Kansas State, Oklahoma State and Oklahoma 
are going to be challenging, but all those games are winnable. 

OUR CALL: The committee wouldn't dare rain on an 11-1 TCU parade 
again, would it? The Frogs — who get Baylor at home in the regular-season 
finale — have 12-0 potential. 


&. ALABAMA 


Not quite flush, but still the Tide 
So who are the Crimson Tide, anyway? Are they 
a collection of stud recruits who'll come up short, as 
in the postseasons of 2013 and 2014? Or are they an angry, ultra-motivated 
team that will crush every foe in their path, lifting the program, Nick Saban 
and the entire SEC back to the top of the heap? It could end up somewhere 
in between, but in between doesn't fly in Tuscaloosa. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Will it be Jake Coker under center? Whoever takes 
the snaps will turn around and see running back Derrick Henry, and all sorts 
of good things will flow from there. Defensive lineman A'Shawn Robinson and 
linebacker Reggie Ragland are locked into crush mode for what looks to be 
a nasty D. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Iron Bow! will be played down the road a smidge 
in Auburn. Yeah, that could be a season-changing sort of deal. Also, offensive 
coordinator Lane Kiffin will be dealing with an almost entirely new group of 
starters. 

OUR CALL: Hell-lo, this is Bama we're talking about. We feel like maybe 
we've said that before, but hasn't everybody? A spectacular SEC West divi- 
sion makes for tough sledding, but this is Ala-damn-bama. 


@.. OREGON 


Staying on top even without Mr. Heisman 

LEAS If the acquisition of Eastern Washington graduate 
transfer quarterback Vernon Adams is the offseason 
heist we think it is, the Ducks will be just fine after losing that Heisman kid. 
Now, of course, Adams still has to show up, win the job over 2014 backup 
Jeff Lockie, and prove his worth week-to-week at the highest level. What he 
did to Washington last season — 475 passing yards and seven touchdowns 
— was a pretty big hint, though. 

THE GOOD NEWS; “Big Play VA" was a two-time runner-up for the 
Walter Payton Award (the Heisman of the FCS). Royce Freeman, Byron Mar- 
shall, Thomas Tyner, Bralon Addison, Devon Allen ... the Oregon offense will 
have, quarterback pending, all the speed and elegance for which it is known. 

THE BAD NEWS: Can't pretend that the Oregon defense is elite. Very 
good, yes. But not elite. The Ducks ducked a Michigan State punch last 
season in Eugene; doing so in East Lansing will be even tougher. 

OUR CALL: By picking them at No. 4, we're probably asking the Ducks 
to win at Michigan State early in the year or else have to run the table in the 
Pac-12. Tall order, but we'd have to ask the same of another team, and, well, 
we trust Oregon. 
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=. BAYLOR 


One more step to elite status 
Art Briles and his boys ended the 2014 season in 

a puddle of “what ifs?” What if the team had showed 
up ready to rock at West Virginia? What if the massive comeback victory over 
TCU hadn't taken so long to materialize? What if the playoff committee be- 
lieved in “one true champion?” What if the Cotton Bowl gag against Michigan 
State never happened? You get the picture. Baylor is a big-time program, but 
it still gets in its own way at times. 

THE GOOD NEWS: So much talent, there’s no way the Bears will fail to 
compete for a Big 12 title. RB Shock Linwood and receivers KD Cannon and 
Corey Coleman will have monster seasons. A defense led by freak-of-freaks 
DL Shawn Oakman is stocked like none Briles has had. 

THE BAD NEWS: How good is QB Seth Russell, anyway? Any lingering 
uncertainty about him will need to be resolved by the brutal November, with 
Kansas State, Oklahoma State and TCU on the road, and Oklahoma at home. 


OUR CALL: There's at least one loss on that schedule along the way, 
and one loss could be enough to snuff out the playoff chances of a team that 
— old story — plays absolutely nobody out of conference. 


©. MICHIGAN STATE 


Tough, physical, strong-willed 
It's an interesting time to be a Spartan. Big Ten 
East mate Ohio State has ascended to a level MSU 
might not be capable of reaching. Fellow division rival Michigan is on the 
mega-prowl after hiring Jim Harbaugh as coach. But Mark Dantonio and his 
program have been overlooked before. Lower the ceiling on Sparty at your 
own risk. 

THE GOOD NEWS: A mentality has been set in East Lansing — ina 
phrase, it’s to kick the unholy crap out of everybody. So take to the bank that 
Sparty will be tough, physical and strong-willed. It helps that Connor Cook is 
back at quarterback and that DE Shilique Calhoun still is on hand to make 
opponents cry for mama. 


THE BAD NEWS: It's hard enough that MSU, without former star 
defensive coordinator Pat Narduzzi, has to face Oregon in an early game, but 
it's at home. The road schedule includes Michigan, Nebraska and — yikes — 
Ohio State. Raise your hand if you see the Green Machine swallowing up all 
those mouthfuls. Nobody? Not us, either. 

OUR CALL: Without much doubt, we'll still call this the Big Ten’s second- 
best team. The Spartans can old-school the rest of the Big Ten — other than 
Ohio State — into submission. 


7/7, Notre Dame 


Exorcising own demons is the key 
We could argue all day about what was Notre 
Dame's lowest point in 2014. The heartbreak in Tal- 
lahassee? Losing at home to Northwestern? Falling apart at Arizona State? 
Embarrassing itself at USC? The point is, there were a lot of low points. But 
a big bounce-back in 2015 would fix everything, and the deep Irish are 
capable of delivering it. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Irish will be very experienced on both sides. 
Their offensive line, led by Ronnie Stanley and Nick Martin, will give whoever 
wins the quarterback battle — Everett Golson or Malik Zaire — a chance at 
a special season. The defense will be strong. Maybe not 2012 strong, but 
balanced, tough and explosive in the back end. 

THE BAD NEWS: There has to be at least some question about the 
mental toughness of this group, which, when the going got tough a year 
ago, revealed a startling lack of fortitude. When negativity creeps in at Notre 
Dame, it can become quite a bad scene. 

OUR CALL: Why not the Irish? Why can't they leap into playoff conten- 
tion? They have the horses to do it. Early results against Texas (home), 
Georgia Tech (home) and Clemson (road) will speak volumes. 
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®. AUBURN 


Sharpening up their teeth 
Over its final five games last season, Auburn 

— whose only victory in that stretch came against 

Samford — pretty well surrendered the identity it had 
formed in reaching the 2013 national title game. The offense was pretty good, 
of course, but it wasn't a clutch unit. The defense? Not clutch, not opportu- 
nistic, not anything good. The immediate challenge for Gus Malzahn and his 
staff is to set things right again. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Speaking of the staff — hello, Will Muschamp, 
and thank goodness you're here. Muschamp went down in flames as a head 
coach at Florida, but as a coordinator, he'll put the teeth back in the Tigers’ 
defense. And there might be an overall upgrade from Nick Marshall to Jeremy 
Johnson at quarterback. Watch out for WR Duke Williams. DE Carl Lawson 
is ready to roar. 

THE BAD NEWS: Williams is the only returning starter in the offensive 
skill group (although it's not without emerging talent). The secondary could be 
a particular weakness. 

OUR CALL: If the Tigers can survive an opening neutral-site matchup 
with Louisville and an SEC-opening visit to LSU — huge “if,” right? — they'll 
be in serious contention for the playoff. We like this team to bounce back 
from last season and peak late. 


©). Clemson 


Time to overtake FSU 
OK, so the whole rivalry thingy with Florida State 
hasn't been working out that well. What're you gonna 
do? Actually, this is a great time for Clemson to do something about it. The 
Tigers aren't strong favorites over FSU in the ACC Atlantic — many would 
argue they aren't the favorites at all — but they have fewer questions to 
answer, plus the home field when the teams meet in November. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Times are good when you can have the nation's 
No. 1 defense, as the Tigers did in 2014, and hold on to a star coordinator 
such as Brent Venables. The offense gets the expected return of quarterback 
Deshaun Watson from an ACL injury. Only a sophomore, Watson has Heis- 
man potential. 

THE BAD NEWS: Former offensive coordinator Chad Morris took the 
head job at SMU, a significant loss for the Tigers. Jeff Scott and Tony Elliott 
were promoted to co-coordinators, an arrangement that doesn't always work 
out. Venables has to coach up several new starters on D. 

OUR CALL: When the Tigers visit Louisville in Week 3, it'll be their 
second game in five days. After that, they'll have two-plus weeks to prep for 
a huge home test against Notre Dame. Clear those hurdles and a glorious 
finish will be within reach, 


iL@). GEORGIA 


Poised for something big 
Crazy thought: How about the Bulldogs don't lose 
the SEC East to Missouri this season? Or to upstart 
Tennessee or anybody else? As so often has been the case under Mark 
Richt, Georgia is — based on talent — the team to beat in the East. If this 
program had a better history of delivering on its promise, a lot of folks would 
be picking the Dawgs to win the SEC, and more. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Can we talk about Nick Chubb? We love Nick 
Chubb. We love just saying “Nick Chubb." It fits the stubby-legged ferocity 
with which he carries the football — the guy is the superstar of what will be 
one of the nation’s premier running games. 

THE BAD NEWS: Who's the quarterback? Richt and new offensive 
coordinator Brian Schottenheimer may need all of training camp to figure that 
out. Georgia needs a new pair of starting wideouts, too. 

OUR CALL: Second-year defensive coordinator Jeremy Pruitt is building 
a dominant group — a dangerous reality for the rest of the East. Shootouts: 
bad. Shutouts: good. In Athens this year, the D is the real key. 
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Out of the shadows, back to glory? 
It's getting easier to buy into the Trojans, out of 
the shadows of NCAA sanctions and building back 
the depth that will allow second-year coach Steve Sarkisian to stomp on the 
accelerator and shorten the gap back to the glory days of Troy. That those 
days could actually arrive this very season is a possibility we long considered 
and can't quite dismiss. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Senior Cody Kessler leads the Pac-12's quarter- 
back brigade, which is always a good start. Goodness, some of the talent on 
this team takes your breath away — safety-turned-linebacker Su'a Cravens, 
corner/receiver/returner Adoree’ Jackson, receiver JuJu Smith — and more 
of that young talent is washing up in waves. 


THE BAD NEWS: Leonard Williams was a monster of a defensive line- 
man, and USC still has some things to figure out up front when it reconvenes 
in August. The safety spots are another concern on defense, and incoming 
freshmen will have a chance to stake out roles in camp. 


OUR CALL: Admit it: Most of your questions about ‘SC center on the 
head coach being able to shed his “7-win Sark” label. Same here. The Tro- 
jans will zoom past seven and capture the tough Pac-12 South, but ultimately 
bump up against the Green ceiling (yes, that's Oregon). 


2. Florida State 


Keying on team-wide accountability 
Maybe, in some small way, moving on from the 
Jameis Winston era is a good thing for the Semi- 
noles. Certainly, the spotlight isn’t shining as brightly. But the Winston era 
was an enormous success on the field, and that'll be an extraordinarily tough 
act to follow, Have we seen the last of FSU in the playoff mix for a while? 


THE GOOD NEWS: Without a singular superstar to bail them out of 
late-game jams, the ‘Noles move forward with a spirit of team-wide account- 
ability. That should be especially motivating for a defense that has top-end 
speed and, yes, potential in the pass rush. FSU had an ACC-low 17 sacks 
last season. How does doubling that number sound, fellas? 


THE BAD NEWS: That former quarterback was 26-1. Look, FSU just 
won't be as good without him. And it isn't just Winston who's gone; Fisher 
and his staff must replace about half their starters from 2014. The offensive 
line could be a real mess. 


OUR CALL: The closer you look at the ‘Noles, the harder it is to see 
pieces of a championship puzzle. But it'll still be hard as heck to beat this 
team, which has a great shot at its customary double-digit victories. 


L&. LSU 


Approaching crossroads, seeking balance 
It was a struggle for the Tigers in 2014, when 
they finished 8-5 — matching the worst record in 
Les Miles’ 10 years at the school — and were dragged down by an impotent, 
SEC-worst passing attack. With many of its West division mates soaring, 
LSU is at a fascinating crossroads. Will Miles’ program reassert itself as 
a true national power? 


THE GOOD NEWS: LSU still can line up and knock the slobber out 
of a defense, as it demonstrated last season with a devastating downhill 
running game. Brutish back Leonard Fournette is one of the best players in 
the country, and he'll operate behind a high-quality offensive line that could 
coalesce into a great unit. 


THE BAD NEWS: Excellent defensive coordinator John Chavis left for 
Texas A&M, which has to stick in Miles’ craw. Chavis must be looking forward 
to facing Tigers’ quarterbacks Anthony Jennings and Brandon Harris, who 
don't scare anybody. 

OUR CALL: Why does it seem, year after year, that LSU is particularly 
up against it in the schedule department? Alas, the Tigers can't worry about 
that. If they want to stay in the West hunt, they'll just have to out-tough 
everybody. 
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Going all ‘High Octane’ again 
For as much as quarterback Taylor Kelly did for 

Arizona State over the past three seasons — he at 
least earned lifetime holiday cards from coach Todd Graham — we liked the 
way the offense ran when Mike Bercovici had his audition as an injury-re- 
placement last season. Berco takes over full time now, and even with wideout 
Jaelen Strong moving on to the NFL, he has multiple live wires to whom he 
can get the ball, so Graham can go all “High Octane” again. 


THE GOOD NEWS: D.J. Foster can get comfortable as a 1,000-yard 
receiver in the slot because sophomores Kalen Ballage and Demario Richard 
can handle his old tailback spot. Ballage was super in the spring, doubling 
(tripling?) as a kick returner, and (here's the fun part) as a third-down pass 
rusher. 


THE BAD NEWS: Graham's defense is one of the best at causing 
havoc, but he spent the springtime looking for answers at his havoc-causing 
“Devilbacker’ position. An opener vs. Texas A&M in Houston is a either 
a great opportunity ... or an ice-bucket reality check. 

OUR CALL: ASU has posted back-to-back 10-win seasons. That sounds 
like the ceiling for this season, but a very fine ceiling it would be. 


iL. Georgia Tech 


Schedule tempers optimistic upside 
Man alive, did the Yellow Jackets ever open some 
eyes with their finish in 2014, knocking off Georgia 
before shredding Mississippi State in a bowl game for their 11th victory. This 
team certainly ought to be viewed as a serious threat to Clemson and Florida 
State in the ACC. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Dazzling quarterback Justin Thomas is back to run 
Paul Johnson's triple-option attack, and he mixes in just enough quality with 
his arm to give any defense fits. Tech's experienced defense should make 
a strong move up the ACC’s statistical rankings. 

THE BAD NEWS: Other than Thomas, the cast of skill players on 
offense will be mostly new. Thomas is the right guy to hold them steady, but 
it’s still a challenging scenario. Also, the schedule: Tech gets both Clemson 
and FSU in divisional crossover games and must travel to Notre Dame. 

OUR CALL: There's enough “bad” above that it'll take everything Tech 
has to win 11 games again. If it can fight its way to the top of the Coastal, 
though, the ACC title game will be can't-miss theater. 


iLG. Wisconsin 


Chryst back where he belongs 
So the Gary Andersen experiment sure turned 
out to be ... weird. Madison wasn't the place for him, 
apparently, but it feels like home — literally — to replacement Paul Chryst. 
He's a Madison native, a UW alum and a former offensive coordinator who 
skippered some of the Badgers’ best offenses. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Badgers will continue to blast away in the run 
game, with Corey Clement a worthy successor to Montee Ball and Melvin 
Gordon and — the usual — a wall of giants up front to pave the way. Wiscon- 
sin held on to defensive coordinator Dave Aranda, which definitely helps. 

THE BAD NEWS: One-dimensional quarterback Joel Stave — big arm, 
no legs — doesn't allow for as much fun as the Badgers had when that one 
guy Russell Wilson was QBing for Chryst. Oh, well. The pass-catching crew 
is pretty run-of-the-mill, and the defense has some rebuilding to do in the 
front seven. 

OUR CALL: We didn’t even mention that the Badgers have to open in 
Arlington, Texas, against — yikes — Alabama. With the stench of last year’s 
59-0 loss to Ohio State in the Big Ten title game still wafting, there’s no way 
to see a league title happening. But the B1G West is weak. 
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i'7/. Tennessee 


On the rise, but this high? Sure! 
Now this is fun. Let's take the Vols — who haven't 
played above-.500 ball in the SEC since 2007 — and 
vault them all the way to No. 17? But it’s not crazy. This program is building 
toward something very exciting, and a flying leap to the top of the SEC East 
isn’t at all out of the question. 


THE GOOD NEWS: A hundred starters return from last year's 7-6 team. 
That's a slight exaggeration, but seriously — just about everybody is back, 
and that makes this a hugely important season in Knoxville. It wouldn't mean 
nearly as much if the Vols had a sluggo at quarterback, but Josh Dobbs has 
best-in-the-league potential. 


THE BAD NEWS: Tennessee has lost five straight against Georgia 
and 10 in a row to Florida. There are dragons to slay, and it's more than fair 
to wonder if the Vols have the wherewithal to do it. The Vols annual crossover 
game with Alabama won't make things any easier. 


OUR CALL: There is no doubt the arrow is pointing up for this program. 
UT will be a tough out for anybody it plays. Winning the East is unlikely — 
0 for 3 vs. Missouri so far, by the way — but the earth is shifting in Knoxville 
and we're not about to pretend otherwise. 


iL. Oklahoma State 


Bouncing back from aberration 
Last season sure was a bummer — Mike Gundy's 
first foray through a sub-.500 Big 12 campaign since 
2006. Geez, Gundy wasn't even 40 then. But now he and his program have 
a chance to sneak up on the Big 12 all over again. And, of course, Gundy — 
long rumored to be considering other coaching jobs — remains in Stillwater 
to see it through. 


THE GOOD NEWS: There's lots of it, partly because the Cowboys 
bring back loads of experience on both sides of the ball. Consider, too, 
a potentially transformative field general, young Mason Rudolph, who has 
grabbed the reins of this team as only a bom leader can. OSU also gets 
Kansas State, TCU, Baylor and Oklahoma — in that order — at home. 


THE BAD NEWS: OSU was far behind the curve in turnover margin last 
season, which simply can’t be repeated if this team is going to contend in the 
Big 12. Are there enough playmakers on defense? Is there enough discipline 
on offense? Gundy and his staff are under the gun to coach their boys up. 


OUR CALL: A sudden move to the top of the Big 12 is possible here. 
We're not simply talking about improvement — a league title could happen. 
But nobody says it'll be easy. 


iL&). Arizona 


Margin of error remains slim 
Rich Rodriguez coaxed 10 regular-season victo- 

ries, a Pac-12 South title and a spot in a Big Six bowl 
out of Arizona last season. RichRod has settled into the Southwest comfort- 
ably — “Palm trees and sunshine ... are you kidding me?” he says with 
a smile — and he really is just getting started as he enters his fourth season. 
Not every year is going to be 2014, but it's reasonable to place the Wildcats 
in the annual Top 25 discussion for the foreseeable future. 

THE GOOD NEWS; The team’s best player — all-everything linebacker 
Scooby Wright — is also the team’s hardest worker. On offense, Arizona has 
hit the skill-position trifecta with QB Anu Solomon, RB Nick Wilson and 
WR Cayleb Jones. 

THE BAD NEWS: As practical matters, the defense needs more 
playmakers around Wright and the offensive line is replacing three starters. 
Mostly, though, you wonder if Arizona can come close to replicating its 6-1 
record last season in games decided by seven points or less. 

OUR CALL: The team’s all-around depth is still lacking. With that, it’s a 
bit much to expect Arizona to successfully tip-toe to another South title while 
playing 12 consecutive games without a bye. 
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@2@. UCLA 


A fork in the road awaits 
Let's just go ahead and say it: We're not quite 
sure what to do with UCLA. This will be coach Jim 
Mora’s most talented roster, top to bottom, and that comes on the heels of 
a 10-win season. If you tell us the Bruins are top-10 timber in your preseason 
rankings, we'll shrug and nod and say, “OK.” Others might see disaster as 
UCLA is almost certainly going to go with a true freshman at quarterback. 
We're putting the Bruins at No. 20, splitting the difference. 
THE GOOD NEWS: UCLA's defense is strong up the middle with 
interior linemen Kenny Clark and Eddie Vanderdoes, and ultra-athletic in 
the back with corners Ishmael Adams and Fabian Moreau. RB Paul Perkins 
(1,575 yards last season) charges behind a now grown-up offensive line. 
THE BAD NEWS: Everybody loves Josh Rosen. Arguably the nation’s 
top QB recruit, he enrolled early and impressed enough in the spring to consid- 
er adding a letter to the stadium name. Get it? From Rose Bowl to Rosen Bowl. 
(Too soon?). True freshman QBs, though, usually do true freshman things. 
OUR CALL: We'll know soon in the conference season which way this 
is going. UCLA opens at Arizona, then is home to Arizona State in tone- 
setting South division games. 


@il. Oklahoma 


In search of missing mojo 
What the heck happened? We're still trying to 
make sense of the Sooners’ fade in 2014. A 4-0 start 
to a 4-5 finish (that’s 8-5 overall) was beyond unacceptable. The 40-6 loss 
to Clemson in the Citrus Bowl was absolutely humiliating. Yet, why can’t we 
quit OU? 
THE GOOD NEWS: Last season is over. The pressure that was on 
a popular pick for the first College Football Playoff has waned. And — oh, 
yes — the Sooners may be pretty close to great offensively in 2015. The 
addition of young, exciting coordinator Lincoln Riley could spark a positive 
shift in Norman. Trevor Knight will be a quarterback reborn, unless bigger- 
armed transfer Baker Mayfield gets the nod (good chance). Either guy will be 
honored to hand the pigskin to studly back Samaje Perine. 
THE BAD NEWS: Did you watch the Sooners sleep-walk through their 
losses last season? There's something missing from this program. Call it the 
fire to win the big one. That just doesn't look good on Bob Stoops. 


OUR CALL: There just seems to be more urgency at TCU and Baylor. 
At Texas, too. The Sooners have the horses, but the mojo this squad brings 
into 2015 isn’t impressive. 


22. Boise State 


Rugged September offers possibilities 
There's no better bet than Boise to rise from the 
minor leagues of college football and shake up the 
playoff picture in 2015. Unfortunately for the Broncos, though, the out-of- 
conference slate is tougher than tough. Bryan Harsin will have to channel 
his best Chris Petersen to make this thing work on a grand scale. 


THE GOOD NEWS: The list of returning starters is almost unend- 
ing. From the O-line to most of the offensive skill guys to every level of the 
defense, BSU is in rock-solid shape: That'll go a long way in September 
matchups with Washington, BYU and Virginia. 


THE BAD NEWS: The quarterback position is unsettled, and that's 
putting it lightly. The Broncos will go through fall camp with picking a start- 
ing QB as the No. 1 priority. It seems like forever since this team had the 
comfort of do-everything-right Kellen Moore to lean on. Ryan Finley could 
be the guy, but he’s far from an automatic answer, and his spring arrest did 
not help. 

OUR CALL: If we thought of BSU as a rip-through-the-Mountain-West 
sort of team, we'd rank it higher. More likely, there’s a loss or two laying in 
wait, even if they get through the gauntlet of September. And that means the 
playoff will be reserved for the big conference boys. As usual. 
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2S. Texas A&M 


On the lookout for consistency 
Noteworthy, isn’t it, that the Aggies seemed more 

distracted and more bought into their own hype after 
Johnny Manziel left than they were when he was still around? A 5-0 start in 
2014 had A&M looking like a playoff contender. The five defeats that followed 
were, collectively, galling. Just how real-deal is this team and program? 
Therein lies the problem of playing in the SEC West — the margin of error 
is almost imperceptible. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Kevin Sumlin’s offense will put up points. There 
is quality and depth at receiver and running back, and Kyle Allen is a steady 
performer at quarterback. And the addition of defensive coordinator John 
Chavis has everyone stoked, since a bolstered defense portends the consis- 
tency that this program sorely needs. 

THE BAD NEWS: The physical play up front in the SEC continues to 
be tremendously challenging for A&M. Are the Aggies tough enough to line 
up against Arkansas in September, for example, and deal with a hellacious 
tushing attack? Chavis will have to work miracles just to get his defense near 
the middle of the pack in the league. 

OUR CALL: Contention in the SEC West is too much to hope for. But 
with a relatively soft league schedule, A&M can step forward from last year's 
8-5 record, which would represent meaningful progress and overall success. 


24. Virginia Tech 


Beamer Ball seeking big bounce 
College football can be mighty strange — case 

in point, the 2014 Hokies, who were good enough to 
win by 14 at Ohio State, soaring in the national rankings for their efforts, yet 
bad enough to then lose six of their next nine games. That's three straight 
seasons now in which the Hokies have been run-of-the-mill. The words 
“Beamer Ball” never sounded more hollow ... but, sigh, we're beginning to 
fall for this defense all over again. 

THE GOOD NEWS: According to Beamer, his players have accepted 
responsibility for the program's recent dip and shown tremendous resolve to 
turn things around. Sometimes, attitude is everything. The Hokies repeatedly 
seemed to cave in tough spots last season — and in the two before that — 
which obviously can't continue. 

THE BAD NEWS: Will the offense again be bogged down by QB 
Michael Brewer's turnover issues? Is a young offensive line nearly good 
enough to support Brewer's hoped-for improvement? 

OUR CALL: We're not about to see six losses again, but three or four 
of them seems likely. The opener at home against Ohio State — probably 
unwinnable — will be good preparation for the rest of the season. 


5. Missouri 


Showing that they're no fluke 
Who's foolish enough to overlook a Tigers pro- 
gram that has jumped up and snapped back-to-back 
SEC East division titles out of thin air? Mizzou — simply better coached, 
perhaps, and certainly better at executing — has frustrated the heck out of 
its new conference rivals in the process. Why not do it again? 


THE GOOD NEWS: There's continuity at the most important spot on 
the field, quarterback, where Maty Mauk has embodied greater-than-the- 
sum-of-his-parts effectiveness. A veteran offensive line will give Mauk a 
chance to break in a new batch of skill players. The defense needs new pass 
rushers, but since when have the Tigers struggled to dial up pressure? 

THE BAD NEWS: Gary Pinkel has enjoyed a run of strong players who 
were hungry to be developed into standouts, and one can never take such 
a thing for granted. The Tiyers seemingly are thin at receiver and along the 
defensive front. Any drop-off will be felt acutely in the rugged SEC. 

OUR CALL: A third straight appearance in the SEC title game feels like 
a reach, but we're done stuffing Mizzou in the also-ran box. Without a lot of 
national fanfare, Pinkel has built quite the well-oiled machine. 
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NO SENSE TO WAIT 12 YEARS FOR AN 8-TEAM PLAYOFF 


BY DENNIS DODD | Photo by Jerome Miron-USA TODAY Sports 


dmit it. The first thing you thought 
Av the first four-team College 

Football Playoff bracket was released 
was, “how soon until we go to eight?” 

We really ought to quit kidding 
ourselves. Let’s just spring the eight-team 
playoff right now. 

We admit we have been properly 
tantalized to the point that now it's nothing 
more than formality that three rounds 
will eventually replace the already-less- 
than-satisfying four-team system. Besides, 
the seal has already been broken on what 
amounted to the final arguments against 
sending quarterfinalists into the fray. 

Bumping up against final exams? 
Please. The 2014 bowl season started 13 days 
after Selection Sunday, when eight teams 
played on Dec. 20. 

So, eight teams can play in bowl games, 
but they can’t stomach the idea of playing 
quarterfinals in an expanded College Football 
Playoff later that week? 

Please. 

BCS presidents used to talk about, “no 
second-semester football.” Then their 
postseason progeny allowed the College 
Football Playoff to schedule its first 
championship game on Jan. 12, 2015. Earlier 
in the day when Ohio State beat Oregon in 
the first CFP Championship Game, students 
in Columbus were showing up for their 
second-semester classes. Oregon players were 
ostensibly more than a week late for their 
winter term, which began Jan. 5. 

OK, so it might not be ideal to send the 
student-athletes into a national title game 
one night, and into biology class a day or 
two later, but TV networks and advertisers 
don’t always pay the extra half-billion 
dollars to fit “ideal.” Ohio State and Oregon 
made it work, and so will others. 

It would detract from the regular 
season? We heard that for years from BCS 
defenders. Then the playoff came along and 
college football was never more popular. 
Auburn-Alabama still stirred the soul. Those 


first CFP rankings went right down to the 
final games. Ask Baylor and TCU, and No. 4 
Ohio State, for that matter. 

There's nothing but upside out there. The 
playoff games were merely the highest-rated 
events in cable television history. 

A cynic might up and declare he or she 
is sick of being lied to. For now, we'll keep 
it civil. But it’s obvious college football 
could go to an eight-team playoff tomorrow. 
Mostly, for all the same reasons it doubled 
the field from two to four in 2014. 

Turning a blind eye to the December 
academic calendar during finals? It’s already 
happened. Playing an extra game? In this 
age of concussion scrutiny and litigation, 
we've already asked college kids to put their 
bodies on the line for two extra games. Ohio 
State and Oregon played 15 games ... and no 
one blinked. 

Putting the relevancy of decades-old 


dozen years. And contracts are made to be 
amended. 

And obviously this amendment is 
required. It’s on everyone’s mind because we 
now have a clear view of how it looks to be 
left out. 

“Gary Patterson,” Hancock said, when 
asked about blowback from TCU's exclusion, 
“is a true gentleman.” 

TCU beat Iowa State by 52 points on the 
final day of the season, and the Patterson- 
coached Horned Frogs dropped from No. 3 
to No. 6 in the final CFP rankings. 

Where's the logic in that? 

“Their (selection committee) job was to 
watch all this film and pick the four best 
teams no matter who you played, what you 
did,” Patterson said. “All the sudden it came 
down to, ‘Well, they played a championship 
game, but they didn’t’ That’s not what we 
were told. We were told they were going to 


— Notre Dame Athletic Director Jack Swarbrick 


rivalries in danger? Didn't happen. In fact, 
TCU-Baylor has never been more bitter. 

So it’s not a matter of could it happen, 
because it already has. It’s just the degree of 
hypocrisy you want to put up with. 

“There is no talk about eight (teams in 
a playoff) within our group,” CFP executive 
director Bill Hancock said. “This is a stable 
event. It's going to be with us for 12 years.” 

This is not calling Hancock a hypocrite. 
Everyone loves Bill. We'd all love to see him 
get together with CFP chairman Jeff Long to 
sing a folk song. It would be nice. 

But Hancock is only spouting what 
the contract says — four teams for a 


pick the four best teams.” 

Yes, there was that. The only major 
conference without a championship game 
got left out. Patterson subsequently lobbied 
for six playoff teams. 

All of it framed a growing narrative. 

A Sports Business Journal poll determined 
that 43 percent of respondents believe the 
playoff is headed to eight within four years. 
Eighty-two percent say it will happen within 
seven yeals. 

While straw polls can mean little, the 
inevitable controversy was stirred up. While 
TCU dropped precipitously, Ohio State played 
its way in from No. 5 to No. 4 by beating 
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Ohio State Buckeyes players pose for a photo after defeating the Oregon Ducks 
in the 2015 CFP National Championship Game at AT&T Stadium. 


Wisconsin by 59. The Buckeyes’ unlikely 
three-game run to the championship saved 
the CFP committee's credibility. 

So, after years of insisting that piling 
up gaudy, embarrassingly lopsided scores 
should not and does not make a difference 
in the BCS rankings, as it turned out, the 
Buckeyes basically bailed out the committee 
by pouring it on Wisconsin. If OSU was 59 
points better than the second-best team in 
the Big Ten, well, they can leapfrog a team 
that played in a conference that didn’t even 
have a championship game. 

But in the end, the initial Football Four 
ended up looking fairly seamless. Four 
conference champions, each of which won 


the big-boy conference championship games. 


Of course, there are five of those, so at least 
one major conference champion will be 
left out each season that the playoff isn’t 
expanded to eight teams: In 2014, the Big 
12 lost out in that game of playoff musical 
chairs. 

The increasingly valid question is why? 
It doesn’t have to be this way. Eight teams 
allow for inclusion of the champions of the 
five major conferences plus a Group of Five 
champion and two at-large teams. 


Photo by Matthew Emmons-USA TODAY Sports 


An eight-team playoff this year would 
have looked like this: 

e No. 1 Alabama vs. No. 8 Boise State 

¢ No. 2 Oregon vs. No. 7 Mississippi State 

© No. 3 Florida State vs. No. 6 TCU 

¢ No. 4 Ohio State vs. No. 5 Baylor 

Everything else is details. 

“The appetite for college football is 
insatiable,” said Hancock, not realizing that 
in a roundabout way he was making a case 
for eight. 

CFP officials are scared to death that 
an eight-team playoff would nibble away 
at the regular season’s allure. They were 
concerned a four-team playoff would do 
the same. They had to be surprised that 
the first playoff season wildly enhanced 
the regular season. 

The Iron Bowl was the most watched 
college football game of the season, 13.5 
million viewers. UCLA — thus, the L.A. 
market — lingered around the periphery for 
most of the season. The state of Mississippi 
had its run. 

Using the pure CFP rankings, undefeated 
Florida State would have been left out of the 
BCS. Watching the consistently imperfect 
‘Noles made for appointment television with 


a playoff berth at stake for weeks. 

You think the Iron Bowl would matter 
less in an eight-team world? No matter 
what you thought of the Tuesday rankings 
show, it was popular programming. We found 
ourselves interested in why an undefeated 
Marshall wasn’t ranked in early November. 
One high-ranking college official compared 
the rankings show to a reality show — 
American Idol or The Voice. 

All of it is not necessarily a bad thing. 
Maybe Gwen Stefani can host the expanded 
bracket rankings show. 

“I must say ... there’s something about 
good teams being left out,” Notre Dame 
athletic director Jack Swarbrick said, “that 
adds to the value of being in.” 

It's going to go from charming to bickering 
when some coach or another misses out on 
a six-figure playoff bonus because he didn’t 
beat Iowa State by enough. 

“No one knows where that tipping point 
is in college football so we have to be very 
careful about it,” Hancock said. 

“Four doesn’t go too far. Four just goes far 
enough.” 

Until it doesn’t. 

Just like they told us about the BCS. 
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HIGHEST-FLYING OFFENSES 
AIRE fl BALANCING ACT 


BY DENNIS BODD | Phot | Photo by John hae foc USA TODAY ee 


Quality RBs spark point-a-minute 
offenses in modern college game 


That would be the offensive revolution 
that has turned college football into a 
continual race to the end zone. 

It's a point-a-minute every week. 

With a record average of 59 points a game 
last season, we've become accustomed to the 
high-flying, basketball-on-grass that have 
quarterbacks, receivers, and the guys trying 
to stop them — mostly defensive ends and 
cornerbacks — as the most exciting players 
on the field. 

But while the flyboys get the glory, the 
infantry does the most important work. 
Nothing new there. But this Return to the 
Rush is anchoring the more-substantial, 
balanced offenses that are equal parts 
counter play and go routes. 

Mention “4.5” and the football cognoscenti 
think it’s a 40 time. But now you know that 
it is the average yards gained on the ground 
these days. That's the highest yards per carry 
in the game's history — yes, far exceeding 
even the wing-T and Wishbone eras. 

Teams rushed for 178.1 yards per game 
in 2014, the most in 34 years. That number 
is up for the sixth straight year. Between 
2006 and 2013, average rushing touchdowns 
per game increased almost 25 percent. The 
15-year-old single-game rushing record 
was smashed in consecutive weeks in 2014. 
Consider that 53 players ran for at least 
1,000 yards. 


1: revolution continues. 
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What in the name of Barry Sanders is 
going on? 

Something changed in this revolution. 
For much of the past decade or so it was 
based on passing. But only the game's 
connoisseurs noticed a more subtle 
change: The offenses have been coming 
into balance. 

Mike Leach’s Air Raid only went so far. 

The year Sam Bradford won the Heisman at 
Oklahoma (2008), he was backed by two 1,000- 
yard rushers (Chris Brown, DeMarco Murray). 

From 2006 to 2009, Oklahoma State's 
offensive balance (run/pass) was never 
separated by more than 26 yards. The 2007 
unit achieved offensive football nirvana, 
perfect balance — 243.15 yards per game in 
rushing and passing. 

“The numbers show you have to be good 
at both,” said Dave Bartoo, the mind behind 
CFBMatrix.com. “You can’t have one without 
the other. The numbers tell me you must 
have a running game.” 

No surprise, then, that Ohio State — one of 
the most balanced offenses in college football 
last season — won the shiny, new trophy. 

“You've got to have a run game,” Bartoo 
said. “As much as everyone loves the passing 
game, you've got to have efficiency to it. 

“Tf you look at teams that played the 
fastest, there are not a lot of good teams 
in there. Other than Baylor, it’s ‘Who are 
these guys?” 


2014 


The teams that are the most offensively 
efficient — most points per minute — win 
championships, Bartoo contends. The last 
seven national champions have been in the 
top 10 in that category. Five of the seven 
were No. 1. 

That kind of stat is not readily available, 
unless you dig below the surface. Analytics 
are beginning to reshape the game. Baylor 
— No. 1 last season averaging 87.5 plays 
per game — played in one of the Big Six 
bowls (Cotton). The next-fastest CFP bowl 
participant was Mississippi State (Orange 
Bowl) at No. 16. 

For the record, Oregon — perceived as 
lightning quick — has finished in the top 
quarter nationally in that category only 
once in the last four years. 

“Tt kind of opened my eyes,” Bartoo said. 
“The game is approaching peak pace. The game 
can go only so fast without losing efficiency.” 

What better way to improve efficiency 
than to run the ball? It’s trending that way. 
Last year, Bartoo said, the game moved 
slower (plays per minute) than it had in the 
last seven years. 

Meanwhile, teams that ran more often 
than they passed on drives, scored 30 
percent more often. 

That leads to the rise of the likes of 
Ohio State’s Ezekiel Elliott and Oregon's 
Royce Freeman. The two high-school blue 
chips faced off against each other in that 
first College Football Playoff championship 
game. Elliott responded with a career-high 
246 yards and four touchdowns against 
Oregon. Freeman — a 1,000-yard rusher 
as a freshman — was held to 22. 

One team played a third-string 


Oregon Ducks running back Royce Freeman 
Photo by Scott Olmos-USA TODAY Sports 
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quarterback. The other had the Heisman 
Trophy winner. Didn't matter. The offensive 
line that had been embarrassed against 
Virginia Tech four months earlier, pile-drived 
the Ducks for 296 rushing yards. 

Three rushers who led Power 5 conferences 
return. Oklahoma's Samaje Perine became 
the single-game record holder as a freshman 
with 427 yards against Kansas. New 
Pittsburgh coach Pat Narduzzi gets back 
junior James Conner. UCLA's Paul Perkins 
(1,575 yards) became the first Bruin to lead 
Pac-12 rushers in 13 years. 

Elliott would be the Heisman frontrunner 
if it weren't for, oh, three teammates who 
play quarterback. The Indiana Hoosiers 
might not miss Tevin Coleman. UAB folded 
its program, but leading rusher Jordan 
Howard — 11th nationally — transferred to 
Indiana. 

We haven't even gotten to Georgia, the 
SEC East favorite. Sensational freshman 
Nick Chubb stepped up to rush for 1,547 
yards in Todd Gurley’s injury/suspension- 
filled final season. 

“In the college ranks, because of 
inconsistent quarterback play, teams are 
always going to want to feed the running 
back position,” said CBS Sports analyst Rick 
Neuheisel, a veteran former coach. “In the 
NFL, the primary positions are the pass 
rushers and the guys who block those pass 
rushers — tackles.” 

Not to mention the pitch-and-catch 
aspect of receivers and quarterbacks. 

“Every other position you just try 
to stockpile,” Neuheisel said, including 
running back. 

In the college game, it’s still possible 
to physically dominate at one position. 
Wisconsin has gone to Rose Bowls and won 
Big Ten titles by developing tailbacks and 
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Georgia Bulldogs running back Nick Chubb 
Photo by Jeremy Brevard-USA TODAY Sports 


intimidating offensive lines to spring them. 

The Badgers have set the NCAA record for 
rushing by a tailback duo in each of the past 
two seasons. Melvin Gordon and James White 
piled up 3,053 yards in 2013. Last season, 
Gordon and Corey Clement went for 3,536 
yards. That total was more than 119 teams. 

If new head coach Paul Chryst doesn’t 
mess it up, Clement should step right in to 
replace Gordon. 

Urban Meyer's teams have finished out 
of the top 25 in rushing only twice since 
Florida's national championship year in 2006. 
Face it, Ohio State doesn’t win it all unless 
Elliott emerges in December and January. 

Elliott, a junior who had 141 yards in the 
first three games of 2014, went for 696 in 
the final three games of the season. What 
happened? An offensive line matured for 
one thing. 

Meyer sat in his office during the 
offseason still lamenting that Week 2 loss to 
Virginia Tech. 

“Their scheme was very unique,” Meyer 
said. “Bear Zero. You can’t run against it.” 

The Hokies basically stacked the box 
playing one high safety. 

“Now we practice against it every third 
practice,” Meyer said. 

Was that enough of an adjustment? 

Ohio State got in the first College Football 
Playoff because of margin of victory, 

59-0 over Wisconsin. Elliott then found 
his footing for what turned into a run of 
historic proportions. 

“There was no tricking ‘em in the last three 
games. There was execution at a high level,” 
Meyer said. “It was also a product of our line 
improving. If that same offense that played 
against Virginia Tech played against Alabama, 
we'd be somewhere else right now.” 

The spread offense’s wide line splits are 


a contributor. With offenses lined up 
sideline-to-sideline, defenses have to decide 
how to match up. The space created by those 
matchups creates, well ... space. 

“In a spread offense, sometimes they 
open up bigger running seams,” said Boston 
College coach Steve Addazio, a former 
Florida assistant. “Option football has always 
created bursts. It used to be just military 
academies (running that option). 

“Urban's philosophy is to run the football. 
You get in the red zone. If you can’t get in 
it, you're at a deficit.” 

Ohio State was a middling 83 percent 
in red-zone conversions before December. 
The Buckeyes then scored on 13 of 14 
red-zone possessions in their three-game 
championship run. No Ohio State back 
had ever surpassed 200 yards in three 
straight games. Elliott went for 220 against 
Wisconsin, 230 against Alabama and 
a career-high 246 against Oregon. 

“Those last three games something 
happened, things just started clicking for 
the offensive line,” Elliott said. “Things 
really slowed down for me. In high school 
I felt like that.” 

Jim Harbaugh changed Stanford — and 
possibly the game — by going to a pro-style 
offense with resilient physical backs. That 
created the modern Stanford “brand.” That 
is absolutely how the Wolverines are going 
to play under Harbaugh. 

It's the way Alabama has played 
under Nick Saban. Alabama’s last two 
championship teams (2011, 2012) were 12th 
and 11th in time of possession. 

“Our philosophy is we want to be a 
physical football team,” Addazio said. 
“When Boston College is good, they're big 
and strong and physical up front. We're not 
going to win a speed game.” 
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Five truths about the running game in 2015 


The triple option will propel Navy to its first conference title. 

Perhaps not this year, but soon. Ken Niumatalolo’s offense is going to be an 
annoying hiccup to be played in the middle of the American Athletic Conference 
season. The Middies, new to the league this season, have won at least eight games in 
six of Niumatalolo’s seven seasons. 

The dominant freshmen of 2014 will dominate as sophomores in 2015. — 

Here are two: Oklahoma's Samaje Perine (1,713 yards) and Georgia’s Nick Chubb 
(1,547). Those are the No. 2 and No. 5 highest season totals returning from last 
season among Power 5 backs. In his 11th career game, Perine set the single-game 
tushing record (427 yards vs. Kansas). Chubb became the Next Big Thing at Georgia 
after Todd Gurley got all jiggy with his autograph. 

Think what Ezekiel Elliott can do with a healthy left wrist. 

Ohio State's sensational junior broke it last August, then went on to post the 
second-highest rushing total in Buckeye history (1,878 yards). The injury was so 
significant that Elliott had trouble blocking and DIDN'T stiff-arm. 

We can’t wait to see what Leonard Fournette does next. 

Yes, Lindy’s speaks for all of us. Fournette — 2014's No. 1 tailback prospect — 
went for 1,034 yards as an LSU freshman. He will be the centerpiece of a quarterback- 
challenged offense in ‘15. 

Oregon is losing Marcus Mariota, so what? 

The Ducks define the spread power running game. Oregon has scored exactly 42 
rushing touchdowns in four of the past five years. In the other, 2012, it scored 48 
to lead the country. While the quarterback situation sorts itself out, watch out for 
sophomore tailback Royce Freeman. 


LSU Tigers running back Leonard Fournette 
Photo by Troy Taormina-USA TODAY Sports 
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Arriving in 2013, Addazio inherited Andre 
Williams who led the FBS in carries and yards 
(355 for 2,177). More than the philosophy 
changed. BC went from 2-10 to 7-6. 

“Stanford really caught my eye years 
back when Jim Harbaugh went back to that, 
the two-back power game. It’s different,” 
Addazio said. 

Not so much when you consider the 
Big Ten has regained its dignity with the 
ground-and-pound philosophy. Wisconsin 
never changed. Michigan is about to 
change back. Michigan State’s toughness is 
unquestioned with a 1,000-yard rusher in 
four of the past five years. 

Still, with its toughness and balance, Ohio 
State is the team to beat. 


INTERCHANGEABLE PARTS? 

The position of running back has always 
attracted the most well-rounded players 
— sort of like shortstop on youth baseball 
teams. If you're the best player as a kid, you 
get to run with the ball. 

Problem is, the NFL has figured out 
that so many players come out of college 
with the speed, moves, and general talent 
necessary to get first downs. As a result, 
running backs have become viewed as 
virtually interchangeable. Not so yet in the 
college game. 

“The position is still glamorous and guys 
want to get the football,” Neuheisel said. 

“I don’t think we're going to run out of 
people who want to be a running back. 
But it’s going to be easier to sell them on 
playing cornerback or another position.” 

There has become something of 
a disconnect between college and the pros 
at the position. Last year, Washington’s 
Bishop Sankey — a second-round choice 
of the Titans — was the first running 
back taken after 10 defensive backs, nine 
offensive linemen and nine receivers, eight 
linebackers, four quarterbacks and four 
tight ends. 

Among college's top three Power 5 
conference rushers each year from 2010 to 
2014, only two were drafted in the first round. 

Alabama's Trent Richardson (Browns, 2012) 
has been.a bust. Fresno State's Ryan Matthews 
(San Diego, 2010) has rushed for 1,000 yards 
twice. Six others in that group have been 
drafted in the fourth round or later. 

Mamas, don’t let your babies grow up to 
be Cowboys running backs. What does it 
say when DeMarco Murray — now with the 
Eagles — isn’t re-signed by Dallas because of 
the cap hit? 

“I don’t know if we're going to go back to 
the glory days of the running back in the 
NFL,” Neuheisel said. “I think that ship has 
sailed. ... Running back is a position where 
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there are a lot of quality players. I think 
it’s a position where you are going to keep 
looking for (low-cost) guys.” 

That makes a guy like Oregon 
assistant Gary Campbell some sort of 
survivor. Thirty-three years in the game. 
Investigated by the NCAA. The former UCLA 
fullback has helped produce eight 1,000- 
yard rushers in the past seven seasons. Two 
have been All-Americans — Kenjon Barner 
and LaMichael James. Five of his backs are 
in the NFL. Oregon has set single-season 
school rushing records four times in the 
past six seasons. 

“There's a lot of them that (still) want to 
be running backs,” Campbell said. “We have 
camps here; there’s more running backs than 
anything else ... but (the NFL) doesn’t want 
to pay those guys a lot of money. It’s not 
like a quarterback or defensive linemen, 
very difficult to find. 

“There's so many candidates for running 
back.” 

All of it reflects an ongoing truth about 
the college spread-option offense: It can be 
a launching pad for power running. Rich 
Rodriguez did it at West Virginia. (Remember 
Steve Slaton?) Chip Kelly and Mark Helfrich 
refined it at Oregon. 

Maybe the rest of the country is just 
catching up. 

“Even though we were in a spread offense, 
our emphasis was unlike anybody else’s in 
the country,” Campbell said. “We wanted to 
run the ball first. If you can run the ball, 
you can control the game.” 


Total Offense Trending Up! 
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Oklahoma Sooners running back Samaje Perine (32) 
Photo by David Manning-USA TODAY Sports 


In a big-time rush 


Here are the 17 returning running backs who averaged more than 100 yards per game 
on the ground last season: 
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PLAYER 


Kareem Hunt, Toledo 

Donnel Pumphrey, San Diego State 
Devon Johnson, Marshall 

James Conner, Pittsburgh 

Jordan Howard, Indiana (UAB transfer) 
Samaje Perine, Oklahoma 

Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State 

Paul Perkins, UCLA 

Jarvion Franklin, Western Michigan 
Nick Chubb, Georgia 

Leon Allen, Western Kentucky 
Devontae Booker, Utah 

Larry Rose, New Mexico State 
Aaron Jones, UTEP 

Nick Wilson, Arizona 

Jocobi Owens, Air Force 

Michael Gordon, Arkansas State 


RUSH 
205 
276 
206 
298 
306 
263 
273 
251 
306 
219 
272 
292 
186 
242 
236 
204 
159 


YARDS 
1,631 
1,867 
1,767 
1,765 
1,587 
1,713 
1,878 
1,575 
1,551 
1,547 
1,542 
1,512 
1,102 
1,321 
1,375 
1,054 
1,100 


RUSHTD = YPG 
16 163.1 
20. 143.6 
17 135.9 
26 «= -135.8 
13. (132.3 
21 «131.8 
18 125.2 
9 121.2 
24 119.3 
14 119.0 
13 (118.6 
10 116.3 
9 110.2 
11 110.1 
16 105.8 
5 105.4 
13 100.0 
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 oaches tie their staffs, careers, 

and salaries to the schemes 

Jj that define them. A bad deci- 

y sion can alter career arcs. TCU’s 

Gary P: Patterson is a defensive guy, been 

that way his entire career. But some- 

thing was missing after a middling 
11-14 two-year start in the Big 12. 

Defense still had to come first be- 
cause that’s what Patterson does. His 
defenses have finished in the top 18 
in total defense seven times in the past 
nine seasons. 

But to get with it in the Big 12, he 
had to change dramatically. So, he 
changed dramatically. In a sport full of 
upsets, Patterson decided to pull one of 
the league’s biggest before last season. 

The coach finally asked himself a 
question: “What don’t you like to de- 
fend?” 

That part was easy. All he had to do 
was look at his new conference. 

Mike Leach hasn’t coached in the 
Big 12 for five years, but remnants of 


his Air Raid offense still linger all over 
the league, to the point where there are 
only a handful of Big 12 schools that 
don’t use it. 

But it wasn’t just any offense. He 
needed an offense that would be able to 
enhance his defense. 

“That was a big reason for changing 
the offense,” Patterson said. “You can 
still have a tough program. (Oklahoma 
coach) Bobby Stoops told me this, be- 
cause he’s done it. You can play defense 
and still run this offense.” 

Enter the perfect fire-starters for 
Patterson’s remodeling of his offense. 
Hiring co-offensive coordinators Sonny 
Cumbie (from Texas Tech) and Doug 
Meacham (from Houston) to run the 
spread offense was one thing. Coaching 
up Trevone Boykin to actually execute it 
was another. 

And the results were dramatic. 

TCU had the largest national in- 
crease in average total yards and scoring 
from 2013 to 2014. Boykin became only 


By Dennis Dodd 


the third quarterback since 2009 to av- 
erage 300 yards passing and SO rushing. 
The other two won Heisman trophies — 
Johnny Manziel and Robert Griffin III. 

Talk about turnarounds. Boykin rode 
the new offense — or it rode him — toa 
fourth-place finish in the Heisman. The 
Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year was 
No. 4 nationally in total offense throw- 
ing for 3,901 yards (eighth nationally) 
and 33 touchdowns (seventh). 

Depending on your taste, either 
Boykin or Ohio State’s Ezekiel Elliott go 
into this season as the frontrunners for 
the Heisman. Boykin is for sure Lindy’s 
Sports 2015 Offensive Player of the Year. 

He traveled only 53 miles west from 
his West Mesquite High School to Fort 
Worth, but the “long and winding road” 
doesn’t begin to describe how the lithe 
6-2, 205-pounder got to this point. In 
2012 as a TCU freshman, he was tapped 
on the shoulder two days before the 
Iowa State game and told he was start- 
ing. Starter Casey Pachall was headed to 
rehab. At the time, Boykin was a backup 
tailback. 

Back then, all he worried about 
was to “give the seniors the best season 
they can possibly have. And have those 
guys put their arms around you and say 
you're our guy, we believe you. We trust 
you no matter what you do.” 

Boykin struggled overall, but did 
throw four touchdown passes against 
Baylor at the end of that season. When 
Pachall returned in 2013, Boykin 
moved to receiver (finishing fourth for 
the Frogs). In the 2014 preseason, his 
quarterback days again looked num- 
bered. Highly regarded Texas A&M 
transfer Matt Joeckel arrived, but didn’t 
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ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


win the job. 

Boykin found an offense that fa- 
vored his speed, decision-making and 
arm. Joeckel remained in the back- 
ground. 

“When Coach Cumbie stepped on 
campus and we started working, I kind 
of felt like, ‘This is for me. This is what 
I want to do,’” Boykin said. 

As a full-time starter in 2014, a full- 
flower Boykin emerged. In an 82-27 
strafing of Texas Tech, he threw for a 
school-record seven touchdowns. West 
Virginia coach Dana Holgorsen called 
him the most improved player in col- 
lege football. 

Heisman buzz intensified when 
Boykin went for 342 yards in total 


Ezekiel Elliott 


Trevone Boykin 


offense and four total touchdowns in 
a November showdown against Kansas 
State. A head-over-heels touchdown 
run that night was his Heisman mo- 
ment — had he won it. 

“T can do black flips all day,” said 
Boykin, admitting to a gymnastics 
background. “I can’t do a forward flip, 
but I did (that night).” 

Said Patterson: “For two years 
people have been telling him he can’t 
play quarterback and we’d never win. 
He’s like anybody else I know with fire 
in him. They’re going to prove people 
wrong.” 

In the offense-rich Big 12, TCU fi- 
nally had some balance. The Frogs had 
a top five offense that averaged 533 


Nick Chubb Rashard Higgins 


yards and finished only behind Baylor 
in the Big 12. 

Turns out Coach P had more com- 
mon sense than stones in changing 
his offense. What else would you do 
with a  back-flipping, high-flying, 
long-tossing dual-threat Heisman 
contender? 

“We all knew that this was pos- 
sible,” Boykin said. “The coaches told 
us that this was possible. ... I kind of en- 
visioned it this way. 

“We kind of laugh about it, joke 
about it because who would have 
thought? Nobody was thinking last 
year I’d probably be up (contending) 
for the Heisman.” 

Well, that was last year. 
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oey Bosa stood in the back of 
the crowd during Ohio State’s 


national championship cel- 
ebration at the White House in 
April. 

President Barack Obama, who was 
offering many kind words to the team, 
had heard about the defensive end’s sig- 
nature move — the Bosa Shrug, a comi- 
cally understated post-sack celebration. 
Obama wanted to see it. 

So when the Prez paused in his talk, 
turned and made eye contact with Bosa, 
there was only one thing to do. Bosa put 
his arms out to the side and shrugged 
his shoulders. A second later, Obama 
re-enacted it. 

Bosa laughed and gave a fist pump. 


LINDY’S 2015 


When the President of the United 
States does the Bosa Shrug ... well, let’s 
just say life is pretty dang good right 
now for the Ohio State junior. 

Bosa is the Florida boy who became 
the face of Ohio State’s defense; the sack 
master who terrorized opposing offenses 
before becoming a unanimous first-team 
All-American; the quiet, yet funny per- 
sonality who puts himself out there on 
social media; perhaps the most domi- 
nant defender in college football. 

There’s one more thing. Bosa is also 
the NFL-ready player who is only still 
in college because he has to be. If he 
wasn’t, he would have enjoyed his time 
at the NFL Draft a week or so after the 
White House visit. 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


Bosa’s 

NFL Future 
Worth More 
thana 
Shrug 


By Ari Wasserman 


College is Bosa’s inescapable reality 
for at least another year. He is entering 
his junior season, trapped in a world 
where he really has nothing left to prove. 
So what could possibly be next for him? 

Well, for one thing, nothing about 
Bosa will look like he feels trapped in the 
Buckeyes’ defense. Opposing offenses 
should be so lucky. 

“I think he should be the best de- 
fensive lineman in America,” Ohio State 
coach Urban Meyer said. “He’s got a 
tremendous work ethic. He and (defen- 
sive line coach Larry) Johnson have tre- 
mendous chemistry right now, the way 
they’re working. He’s trying to take his 
game to the next level, which we all 
know is pretty high.” 

The next level? Meyer is talking 
about a player who had 13 sacks as a 
sophomore, which was only one short of 
the single-season Ohio State record set 
by Vernon Gholston in 2007. 

The next level means becoming the 
most prolific sacker in Ohio State history 
— Mike Vrabel holds the record at 36 — 
and putting himself in the conversation 
to be the No. 1 overall pick in the 2016 
NFL Draft. 

Being a top-five pick is very likely, 
and getting to No. 1 could be reasonable. 
The last three defensive ends to be select- 
ed first in the NFL Draft were Courtney 
Brown (2000), Mario Williams (2006) 
and Jadeveon Clowney (2013). 

Bosa is that good. He just doesn’t like 
talking about specifics. 

“T have my goals set,” Bosa said. 
“Just to get better and be a great team 
this year again. I feel like if I just go out 


Ch errr 
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and work every day, everything will fall 
into place. | obviously hear about (the 
NEL Draft stuff) and see it around, but it 
doesn’t really get to my head.” 

Being in this situation would seem- 
ingly create a lot of pressure. Fear of 
injury, overuse or lack of production 
could all creep into Bosa’s head as he 
plays through one more grueling season 
(read: 15 games, all the way to the end) 
before his big payday. 

But there’s a certain beauty about 
Meyer's team, a kind of bliss among the 
Buckeyes’ best players. Take quarterback 
Cardale Jones, the third-stringer unex- 
pectedly thrust into the starting role for 
Ohio State’s postseason run. He never 
acknowledged — or perhaps even real- 
ized — what was resting on his shoul- 


Joey Bosa Shawn Oakman 


ders. Then the Buckeyes. won the na- 
tional title. 

Bosa isn’t a quarterback, but he has 
the same trait. He doesn’t act like he’s 
thinking about the NFL or the sacks 
record or what could get in his way of 
making a ton of money. 

You know, he just shrugs. 

“You never hear him say he’s go- 
ing to be the first pick or anything like 
that,” senior defensive tackle Adolphus 
Washington said. “Everybody knows 
what he could be, but you never hear 
him talking about it and never hear him 
bragging about it. He just wants to go 
out there and play football with us.” 

The 6-6, 275-pounder won't take 
plays off or hold back to guard against 
injuries — “That won’t happen,” John- 
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Yr. 
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Be eee 


son said — as he prepares for the season 
to help lead the preseason No. 1 Buck- 
eyes right back to the College Football 
Playoff. 

Perhaps his down-to-earth mental- 
ity is because he “gets” all of this — he’s 
the son of John Bosa, a former NFL play- 
er, and he went to a Florida high school 
powerhouse, St. Thomas Aquinas in Fort 
Lauderdale. He has the right mindset of 
taking football seriously, but not him- 
self too seriously. 

As for what’s next? Well, Meyer 
wants and expects more, of course. But 
it’s hard to fathom what more will look 
like. 

“We'll write the story at the end of 
the season,” Johnson said. “He has a 
chance to be a really special player.” 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


QUARTERBACKS 


Dak Attack: QB Prescott 
Takes Aim at SEC Title 


uarterback Dak Prescott is already the best Mississippi State player. to me and make the most g 

Q Ever. He finished eighth in last year's Heisman Trophy voting as a junior out of it.” = 

and set 12 single-season school records. No. 15 is also a target | EI 

And that success placed a target on his back. on the field, but Prescott = 

The quarterback traveled to Panama City Beach, Fla., during spring break. enters his final season with 3 

He returned to Starkville with minor injuries. Prescott and two teammates were eyes wide open. “ss 
allegedly attacked by a group of men due to their status as MSU football players. He returned as a DAK PR ESCOTT 


“It’s life. There's perks to it; obviously, there’s the negative side to it,” Prescott senior, vowing to improve 
said. “So it's just about being the best person | can, just live the life that’s handed upon Mississippi State’s 
10-win regular season 
and trip to the Orange Bowl. The team lost its two best defenders — linebacker 


Ti O Pp Q U A R T = R B A C K = Benardrick McKinney and defensive lineman Preston Smith — so the burden falls 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE on Prescott's shoulder pads if the Bulldogs are to eclipse their best season ever. 
Trevone Boykin Sr. Tou “People still doubt us, that we won't come out this year and we won't do the 
Another monster year at hand, given talented cast, 2nd year in system. same, or we won't get any better,” Prescott said. “Our aspirations are only to be 


Cardale Jones Jr. Ohio State ini idn't qui " 
Those three stats were about as good as anybody has ever seen, — di a pie We tpg that we didn't quite do last year. 


Dak Prescott Sr. Mississippi State : : f= 
Put up 341.2 yards per game of tough-guy total offense in ‘14. As a college quarterback, in terms of size, ability and style, many have com- 


. | Deshaun Watson So. 7 _Cleme Fr pared the 6-2, 230-pound Prescott to another No. 15 — former Florida Heisman 
DVIS DORVES A (OIL SEEONT ot NE RORNA Ba igeetS ACC te winner Tim Tebow. That's a compliment. And know this: Prescott, even though he 
. | Cody Kessler Sr. USC 5 F 7 ; 
Getting back to normal: A USC QB is the Pac-12's top Heisman candidate. might not have been projected as a first-rounder in the 2015 draft, is an overall 


J.T. Barrett So. Ohio State much better prospect than Tebow was (or ended up being) ... it’s just minus all the 
Just saying ... If he were the starting QB, he’d be ranked right about here. other noise that went with the ex-Gator. 


Auburn coach Gus Malzahn said Prescott has “some similarities” to another 


Connor Cook Sr. Michigan State 
A throw-back pro-styler who is 24-3 as a starter in past two seasons. 


dustin Thomas ae Georgia Tech — Heisman winner — Auburn’s own Cam Newton, due to the Prescott's physical 
_Triple-option wiz ran for 1,086 yards in leading Tech to ACC title game. Style and ability to pick up tough yards on the ground. 
reveom ae healthy, which pet be aut ofthe time Prescott averaged 4.7 yards per carry while rushing for 986 yards and 14 

alGarcd Gores = i eal .o touchdowns last season. He completed 244 of 396 passes for 3,449 yards, with 

_Strong-armed and few better mechanically; 7,481 passing yards already. 27 touchdowns and 11 interceptions, showing improvement in his accuracy. NFL. 
Braxton Miller Sr. Ohio State com analyst Gil Brandt, after studying the quarterback on tape, wrote in Novem- 
rua Eee see eee Bs eee ea hee. ber that Prescott might have been the most improved player in college football. 
Sophomore results were mixed — too many sacks — but pros still love him. Mostly, though, Mississippi State just loves Dak because he’s Dak. 
Gunner Kiel Jr. Cincinnati Coaches and players live through his belief. They point to his leadership in 
Former.6-star carved up Ohio State, has &th-best retuming efficiency. _—_ the 2013 Egg Bowl. Prescott hadn't played in three weeks. He entered the game 
Peat mhit inn "ik EcinesVore aeragea 36. 7 plaints sk games in‘14. in the fourth quarter against in-state rival Ole Miss and ignited a comeback win. 
Keenan Reynolds sr. Navy They look to his record five touchdowns in the 2013 Liberty Bowl, and to his 

_Hats off to Reynolds, whose 64 eee TDs most ever for an FBS QB. guidance of Mississippi State last season to its first-ever No. 1 ranking. 
He's a teak athite who should amet immediately inh in Malzahn attack. MS eee ee what it takes when you're on the field to go win,” 

Id. 
Oftentook an beating last season, eh hurt, stithad $896 totaly yards. “We're probably the only sport in the world that the three months leading into 
Brac "459 pass sing efficiency rat en é rea OM oe ‘8 good, right? the season the coaches can’t be around the players with a ball on the field. ... So 
Kevin Hogan se Stanford you need a guy like (Dak), that’s going to make sure we continue to improve as 
Re-found groove in second half of last season; still has an NFL profile. a unit and as a team throughout the summer months.” 
Vernon Adams Sr. Oregon Prescott arrived on campus five years ago a somewhat anonymous three- 
Sscume Enstern ze igion Maer wins ious and.inek he be uecine: star prospect among a mediocre list of signees. Now, he’s being looked to as the 
Racor Fionn his Sgamess inchiding ta man who could bring Mississippi State its first SEC championship since 1941. 
Jacoby Brissett Sr. NC State MSU has tried to make the leap countless times before and failed. Prescott 
_Dual-threat Florida transfer picked a just five times in 370 throws. gets a final shot. 
‘Brandon Doughty Western Kentucky “Five years ago | was just starting off. It's special,” he said. “So to think I'm 
ignore 4,830 yards, 49 TDs, i ‘INTs, 167.1 efficiency rating. : ; 
. | Seth Russell Baylor — that old, it's a little surreal. 

With his arm and athleticism, heir spn won't miss a Baylor beat. “But I'm enjoying every minute of it, just trying to make sure | lead guys and 
Paxton Lynch ) Memphis put everybody in the position they need to be in.” 
6-7 junior passed for more than 3, 00 yards, rushed is 13 scores. — Michael Bonner 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


to Soar for Ducks 


arcus Mariota is gone, but Oregon still has a dynamic player in the 
backfield capable of striking the Heisman Trophy pose. 

Royce Freeman, who rushed for 1,365 yards and 18 touchdowns 
as a true freshman, headlines an impressive group of running backs for the new 
starting quarterback to lean on this fall as the Ducks reload for another run at 
the College Football Playoff. 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 

Ezekiel Elliott Jr. Ohio State 

After magical postseason, won Sullivan Award as nation's top amateur. 
Nick Chubb So. Georgia 

Bowling ball runs over defenders, doesn’ t tire, speed is underrated. 
Derrick Henry Alabama 

Becomes Tide's top playmaker; that awaited breakout season is at hand. 
Royce Freeman So. Oregon 

Looked ever quicker this spring, which doesn't much seem fair. 
Leonard Fournette So. LSU 

Crank up the Heisman hype, for real. For sure, Notre Dame believes. 
Samaje Perine So. Oklahoma 

Had FBS record 427 yards vs. Kansas on way to 1,713-yard season, 
Dalvin Cook : Florida State 
Top-flight vision and quickness; putting Rose Bowl fumbles behind him. 
James Conner So. Pittsbur. rgh 

With no help from passing game, 250-pounder bulled for 1,765 yards. 


Donnel Pumphrey Wie San Diego State 


Legit enough to rank higher, but have you seen the guys pace higher? 


Paul Perkins Jr. UCLA 
Somehow, his 1,575 yards were deemed ‘quiet.’ Pac-12 foes know better. 


“Alex Collins Jr. Arkansas 
Explosive runner looking for his third consecutive 1,000-yard season. 


Corey Clement Wisconsin 


Jr. 
Next man up in Badgers’ pipeline; rushed for 949 yards last season. 


Nick Wilson So. Arizona 
Ran for 1,375 yards while missing all or part of four games to injury. 


Devontae Booker Sr, Utah 
Augmented his 1,512 rushing yards with 43 receptions for 306 yards. 


Shock Linwood dr. Baylor 
Did his part on nation's top offense: 1,252 yards and 16 touchdowns. _ 


Jonathan Williams Sr. Arkansas 
You know he's good for a grand. What if he didn’t have to split carries? 


Devon Johnson Sr. Marshall 
Led the nation with 8.58 yards per carry; can Herd be as explosive? 


DeAndre Washington Sr. Texas Tech 
Under the radar while becoming first Tech back since ‘98 with 1,000 yards. 


Thomas Tyner Jr. Oregon 
Has to fight for enough carries, but we still have a bit of a crush on him. 


‘Jalen Hurd _ Tennessee 


‘So. 
Had 899 yards as freshman; will be part of dynamite combo (Alvin Kamara). F 


- Jarvion Franklin ‘So. Western Michigan 
First to be MAC Rookie of Year ah Offensive POY in same season. — 


"Justin Jackson ‘Northwestern 
In shadow of other Big Ten backs i c *4, but ran for 1,187 yards, 10 TDs. 


Kareem Hunt Jr. Toledo 


Nation's third-leading rusher last season, 163.1 yards per game. _ 


Aaron Green Sr. TCU 
| Nicely moved to the head of TCU’s committee of et late last year. 


Kelvin Taylor Jr. Flori 
A flyer: He'll thrive in new O, even though UF has « att good RB options. 


Versatile Freeman Ready 


During spring BI 
practice, the coaching g 
staff challenged Freeman S 
to become a more vocal 2 
leader and gave him some & 


reps at slot receiver, with 
the idea of putting him 
and junior running back 
Thomas Tyner on the field at the same time in certain situations. 

“| was blessed to be able to go that far and I’m just hungry for more,” 
Freeman said of emerging as the featured back on an Oregon team that won 
the Pac-12 and pummeled Florida State in the Rose Bowl before losing to Ohio 
State in the first national title game of the playoff era. 

“Especially since that was my first year, | feel like I'm going to get better 
and accomplish more.” 

During the 2013 season, Byron Marshall led Oregon with 1,038 yards rush- 
ing and 14 touchdowns. Last season — due to Freeman's impressive fall camp 
and a lack of depth at wide receiver — Marshall mostly switched positions and 
led the Ducks with 1,003 yards receiving. 

Freeman, who had 16 catches out of the backfield for 158 yards and a 
touchdown, will still be used primarily at running back. Offensive coordinator Scott 
Frost also will have to find enough touches for Tyner (1,284 yards and 14 touch- 
downs in 23 games played) and speedy redshirt sophomore Tony Brooks-James. 

“Royce obviously had a good year, but he’s got some things he needs to 
improve on. We're going to give him a little bit bigger role this coming year,” 
longtime running backs coach Gary Campbell said. “He's learning some things 
out at the wide receiver slot position, so we can get him and Thomas in there at 
the same time and be able to do some things with two running backs.” 

In addition to losing Mariota, Oregon must replace All-American center 
Hroniss Grasu, left tackle Jake Fisher and reliable left guard Hamani Stevens 
along the offensive line. 

The team is counting on Freeman to help rally the Ducks, despite his youth 
and quiet demeanor. 

“(Freeman's) in the long line of Marcus and Hroniss and guys that are 
just unbelievably great guys but too quiet for the overall greater good,” said 
third-year Oregon head coach Mark Helfrich. “Just initiating a litle more vocal 
leadership is something we've challenged him to do, and he’s been phenomenal 
at practice.” 

Freeman's extraordinary season ended with a thud. The 5-11, 230-pound 
workhorse had only 10 carries for 22 yards during the 42-20 loss to Ohio State, 
while Ezekiel Elliott shredded the Ducks for 246 yards and four touchdowns. 

“They were a great team. They're the best team I've played so far in my 
football career. They came out, they executed well and we didn’t execute well at 
all,” Freeman said. ‘They played more physical and they played better overall. 
There’s things we need to work on.” 

Oregon is expected to contend again, with either Eastern Washington 
graduate transfer Vernon Adams or junior Jeff Lockie replacing Mariota behind 
center. 

But a more experienced and motivated Freeman might be the Ducks’ next 
Heisman contender and the player who pulls the team to those lofty heights. 

“He’s playing faster right now than he did last year,” Frost said. “I think he’s 
probably gotten a little faster, but he’s also playing faster because of confidence. 
He's starting to be a real leader for us, too.” 


ROYCE FREEMAN 


— Ryan Thorburn 
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Quick Recovery Gives 


WR Treadwell, Rebels Hope 


n that moment, everything seemed lost for Ole Miss — and not just 
the game against SEC West rival Auburn and a chance at the College 
§ Football Playoff. 
Wide receiver Laquon Treadwell, one of the team’s most important play- 
ers, laid in the end zone of a silent Vaught-Hemingway Stadium, an ankle 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Rashard Higgins Jr. Colorado State 
Led nation with 1,750 receiving yards and 17 touchdowns last season. 


Laquon Treadwell Jr. Ole Miss 
Big, physical WR well on his way back from gruesome leg/ankle injury. 


Pharoh Cooper dr. South Carolina 
His SEC-best 1,136 receiving yards in 2014 at part of do-it-all skills. 


Duke Williams Sr. Auburn 
Could very well be the first WR off the board i in the 2016 NFL Draft. 


Tyler Boyd Jr. Pittsburgh 
Two-year pis of 163 catches for 2,435 yards and 15 pte 


Sterling Shepard Sr. Oklahoma 
Sooners dearly missed his explosive playmaking when hurt late in 2014. 


Will Fuller Jr. Notre Dame 
Emerged as star of unit last season with 76 catches, 15 for TDs. 


Nelson Spruce Sr. Colorado 
Had monster year (106-1,198) following in Paul Richardson's footsteps. 


Mike Williams Jr. Clemson 
Fantastic deep threat even more dangerous with Watson as full-time QB. 


Corey Coleman Jr. Baylor 
Missed first three games, still finished with 1,119 yards, 11 TDs. 


Michael Thomas Jr. Ohio State 
No OSU WR has hit 1,000 yards since 2002. That streak will end now. 


Josh Doctson Sr. TCU 
Big target hauled in 65 passes for 1,018 yards and 11 TDs last season. 


De’Runnya Wilson Jr. Mississippi State 
Tall, lengthy receiver just Pegininat to reach his really high ceiling. 
Cayleb Jones Arizona 
Ex-Longhorn became big go-to target in first season with Wildcats. 


Leonte Carroo Sr. “Rutgers 
Hopes chemistry with new QB results in about 20 Ser per catch again. 


KD Cannon So. 
Speedy soph ended rookie season =m 197 vader ve ‘Michigan State. 


Josh Reynolds Texas A&M 
Rangy target was A&M's offensive ie (62 eo 842 yards, 13 TDs). 


Corey Davis Western Michigan 
First-team All-MAC last season (78 rae: 1,408 yards, 15 touchdowns). 


Byron Marshall Sr. Oregon 
Went from 1,000 yards rushing in 2013 to 1,000 yards receiving in 2014. 


Artavis Scott So. Clemson 
Rookie season of 76 catches for 965 yards and eight touchdowns. 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Evan Engram Jr. Ole Miss 
All-SEC as a sophomore, tormented Mississippi State in Egg Bowl. 


Hunter Henry Jr. Arkansas 
Helps with all the Hogs’ running, and made 38 catches for 513 yards in ‘14. 


Austin Hooper So. Stanford 

Stanford TE tradition is back: 40 catches for 499 yards last season. 
Bucky Hodges So. Virginia Tech 

Set school TE record with 45 catches for 526 yards, seven TDs last year. 


Steven Scheu Sr. Vanderbilt 
Full-service tight end eared second-team All-SEC honors from AP. 


RECEIVERS 


dislocated, fibula fractured, : 
the injuries suffered while = 
trying to score a potential = 
game-winning touchdown. 2 
That was November 1. o 
And it was heartbreaking. LAQUON TREADWELL 
But by January 21, 


Treadwell posted Insta- 

gram videos showing him running on a treadmill. 

A month later, he was on the field turf in the team’s indoor practice facility. 
He dressed for the team’s spring game, even though coach Hugh Freeze 
had already made the call that his preseason All-American receiver was not 
going to play. 

Still, it was all so encouraging. How did Treadwell, now a junior, recover 
so quickly from an injury that at the time felt tragic? 

From the moment he was carried off the field, into an ambulance and 
toward surgery, Treadwell had one thought: “How long is it going to take for 
me to get back?” 

“From the first night, | knew he was already focused on things in the 
training room,” said tight end and friend Evan Engram. “I don’t think he 
missed one little thing and was always on time to everything. | wasn’t 
surprised at all to see him back on the field when he was, because that was 
his dedication and his love for the game.” 

Said Freeze: “Everybody who has wisdom in that tells me that every- 
thing looks great.” 

As much as the 6-2 Treadwell wanted to do everything his teammates 
did this spring, he was realistic about his own health — estimating he 
played at 80 to 85 percent of his full potential in March. Treadwell played his 
sophomore season at 229 pounds but was closer to 210 this spring because 
of the injury. For a physical receiver, those extra pounds can help him push 
through tacklers. He expects to gain back the pounds. 

“There's a little hesitation. I'm not 100 percent, but I’m getting better 
every day,” Treadwell said. 

Assuming he’s 100 percent by August, Treadwell is primed to have a 
huge season, which likely would be his last before departing for the NFL, 
where he’s considered a top 2016 draft prospect. Treadwell, the nation’s 
No. 1 wide receiver in the high school class of 2013, caught 48 passes for 
632 yards and five touchdowns in nine games last season. Even those 
numbers don't really reflect his potential. 

He had 10 catches for 103 yards and a touchdown against Auburn, his 
third 100-yard receiving game of the season, and he was sensational in the 
second half of a comeback win against Alabama. 

Treadwell caught 72 passes as a freshman, but his low yards-per-catch 
average (8.44) fueled doubters. He proved most of them wrong in 2014; de- 
Spite missing the final four games, he still finished ninth in the Southeastern 
Conference in catches and in the top 15 in yards and touchdowns. 

Ole Miss, after Treadwell’s injury, suffered losses to Arkansas and 
TCU, proving his impact on the team — not only on the field, but also off it. 
Treadwell grabbed a leadership role last season, going so far as to do the 
required push-ups with any receiver who drops a pass in practice. 

“It was a learning process, for the most part,” Treadwell said of the end 
of the season. “It happened, and | grew up. | learned from it, and the team 
went through a lot. There’s a better focus with the team now than there was 
last year.” 

— Hugh Kellenberger 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


ND’s Stanley Primed for 
13 Bowl-level Efforts 


onnie Stanley arrived for interviews following his final spring game 
© dressed in a yellow tank top. He sat in the front row of Notre Dame's 
& football auditorium, letting his “ND Family” tattoo show, inked after the 
BCS National Championship Game three years ago. 


CLAS: COLLEGE 
Jack Allen Sr. Michigan State 
Was only non-senior among six Rimington finalists last season. 
Max Tuerk Sr. USC 
All-Pac-12 as a junior and leader of maturing, talented USC line. 


Nick Martin Sr. Notre Dame 

Spent most of last season at guard, but his home is right in the middle. 
Evan Boehm Sr. - Missouri 

Has made 40 consecutive starts and been to two ) SEC title games. 


Ryan Kelly Sr. Alabama 
Third-year starter gives the Alabama line plenty of stability. 


Mike Matthews Sr. ss Texas A&M 


_Apro prospect, like just about everyone et else i in his family. 


Jake Brendel Sr. UCLA 
Fourth-year starter eamed second-team All-Pac-12 honors last season. 


Joey Hunt Sr. TCU 
f 26-game starter, second-team all-league, helps kick Frogs into gear. _ 


TOP GUARDS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Pat Elflein Jr. Ohio State 
All- -Big Ten returnee is proud leader of what OSU calls “The Slobs.” 


Christian Westerman Sr. _— Arizona State 


Former 5-star recruit and Aubum transfer is a powerful run blocker. 


Landon Turner Sr. North Carolina 
Third-team All-ACC; had five games with 10-plus knockdown blocks. 


h Greg Pyke Jr. Georgia 
Becoming one of best in SEC; was a 295-pound HS lacrosse player. 


Joshua Garnett St 


Sr. Stanford 
| No worries about Stanford's left side, with Garnett and OT Kyle Murphy. 


Wyatt Teller So. Virginia Tech 
Ex-DL emerged on Tech's OL last s season, phek push for All-ACC honors. 


COLLEGE 

Spencer Drango Sr. Baylor 

First-team All-American and semifinalist for the Outland last year. 
Ronnie Stanley Sr. Notre Dame 

Allowed just one sack last season as a 13-game starter at LT. 

Taylor Decker Sr. Ohio State 

Buzz was he could have been a first-rounder had he left after last year. 


‘Laremy Tunsil Jr. Ole Miss 
All the talent; getting healthy again after leg/ankle injury in bowl game. 


Le’RavenClark = —_ Sr. Texas Tech 


Has started 38 games, helps pave a run attack that can't be overlooked. 
Cam Robinson So. Alabama 

Was first true frosh to start at LT for Nick Saban; now, he’s the anchor. 
Jack Conklin Jr. Michigan State 

Was impressive vs. Shawn Oakman in Cotton Bowl win over Baylor. 


Cody Whitehair Sr. Kansas State 
Is a two-time second-team All-Big 12 selection for the Wildcats. 


Kyle Murphy Sr. >= Stanford 


Of course, a Cardinal is on this list. Of course, he’s an NFL prospect. 


Tyler Marz Sr. Wisconsin 
Ohio State DE Joey Bosa said Marz might have been best he saw in ‘14. 


JtN! 
CLASS 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


The star left tackle 
acted like he owned the 
place, which is just fine by 
Brian Kelly. 

Hours earlier, Notre 
Dame's head coach called 
a pass play for the 6-6, 
315-pound dancing bear 
that gained 14 yards and 
flattened cornerback Cole Luke. It was a parting gift from Kelly, one Stanley had 
earned during the previous four months, leading a dominant performance in the 
Music City Bowl, making a surprise return for his senior year and leading the 
Offensive line through spring ball. 

Stanley had begun to act like a professional. He was just doing it in college. 

“That's beneficial to him, that’s beneficial to us,” offensive line coach Harry 
Hiestand said in the spring. “That's something as he got more confident in what 
he was doing, he could let that great talent that he has come out on every single 
snap.” 

That's pretty much what happened when Notre Dame ran 51 times on LSU 
in its bowl upset, matching the high mark of the Kelly era. The Irish mashed the 
Tigers’ talented front seven with a first-time starting quarterback in Malik Zaire, 
who ultimately won Music City Bowl MVP honors. But it was Stanley who carried 
the bowl trophy out of the locker room afterward. 

Stanley wants to carry a bigger trophy after his final season while leading 
a bigger Irish line that returns four starters from the Music City Bowl. Any carry- 
over success could test Kelly's preferred pass-first approach. 

Stanley hopes it does. 

“Just having the ability to run when we want to run the ball and to go at the 
pace we'd like to go as an offense, | do think that’s a big change in identity from 
the year previous to now,” Stanley said. “We know that if we want to be a cham- 
pionship football team we're going to have to run the football when it matters.” 

Notre Dame rarely did that last year with a middling run game so ineffective 
that Kelly shuffled four positions after three games. Stanley was the only lineman 
to keep his job, continuing as heir apparent to left tackle Zack Martin, who went 
in the first round of the 2014 NFL Draft and made the Pro Bowl as a rookie. 

Stanley's pro prospects could hit similar heights if he continues to build on 
a strong offseason. He received a second-round grade from the league's advi- 
sory committee on underclassmen; not as high as he wanted, but also 
a message that he had not delivered enough even performances. 

What is he focused on? 

“Eliminating all the questions of whether | can do it for the whole game or 
just a few plays here or there,” Stanley said. “I think I'm improving on being more 
physical and dominating, but | think I've done that before.” 

The level Stanley showed in the bowl was a performance powerful enough 
to change the trajectory of his career and Notre Dame's 2015 season. 

That was part of the pitch Kelly and Hiestand delivered to Stanley when they 
flew to his home in Las Vegas to re-recruit him last January. Now the left tackle 
is so comfortable back in South Bend that he’s lobbied his head coach for more 
action in the passing game beyond protecting the quarterback. 

Based on his one spring game reception, cornerbacks and safeties, beware. 

“Guaranteed first down,” Stanley said. “I'll give you 50-percent touchdowns, 
too. Next time I'll score.” 


RONNIE STANLEY 


— Pete Sampson 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Oakman go back a long way. When Oakman was playing at Penn 
Wood High School in Lansdowne, Pa., Bennett recruited him while 
serving as Pitt's defensive coordinator. 
Oakman collected 33 sacks during his last two years of high school, and 
Bennett knew the player could star at the college level. 


B aylor defensive coordinator Phil Bennett and defensive end Shawn 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Joey Bosa Jr. Ohio State 
Eben President Obama is doing the Joey Bosa celebration shrug. 


Shawn Oakman Sr. Baylor 

At the top of the list of guys you never, ever, want to mess with. 
Shilique Calhoun Sr. “Michigan State 
Nice surprise to see Shilique The Freak back after All-America nods. _ 
Myles Garrett So. Texas A&M 

And now, with the No. 1 pick in the 2017 NFL Draft... 

Emmanuel Ogbah Jr. Oklahoma State 

Big 12 Defensive Lineman of the Year, had 17 tackles for loss, 11 sacks. 
Carl Lawson So. Auburn 

So, so ready to hit beast mode after ACL tear wreaked 2014. 
DeForest Buckner Sr. Oregon 

Size (6-7, 290) and athleticism at end; came on strong late last season. 
Curt Maggitt Sr. Tennessee 

His return was big for UT, for his production and vocal leadership. 
Derek Barnett So. Tennessee 

Had 10 sacks as a true frosh; he and Maggitt combined for 35.5 TFLs. 
Shaq Lawson Jr. Clemson 

Tigers lose Vic Beasley to the NFL; here is the next Vic Beasley. 

Dadi Nicolas Sr. Virginia Tech 
Second-team All-ACC last season with 18.5 TFLs and nine sacks. 
Kamalei Correa Jr. Boise State 

Last of his 12 sacks came on final play to preserve Fiesta Bowl victory. 


Bronson Kaufusi BYU 


Sr. 
_At6-7, 265 isa big hybrid DE/OLB who can cover le tush (7 sacks). _ 


Hunter Dimick Jr. 
Had 10 sacks in ‘14; trying for more without Nate 0 Orchard on other side. 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Adolphus Washington Sr. Ohio State 
| Moving from nose guard to defensive tackle will boost his stats. 


Robert Nkemdiche Jr. Ole Miss 


Ex-No. 1 recruit is a mismatch (size, quickness) vs. interior linemen. 


A’Shawn Robinson Jr. Alabama 
Absolutely swallows up space as key man in Nick Saban’s 3-man front. 


Andrew Billings Jr. Baylor 
He’s All-Big 12, strong asa bull, 300 pounds and runs a sub 5-second 40. 


Anthony Zettel Sr. én 


Penn State 
Had 17 tackles for loss, including eight sacks, in All-Big Ten season. 


Harold Brantley Jr. Missouri 
Gary Pinkel c« compares him to ex- Tiger star DL Sheldon Richardson. 


Sheldon Day Sr. ——s Notre Dame 


Brian Kelly ree his “work volume.” Day can go, well, all Iday. 


Kenny Clark Ur nUGLA 
2nd-team all-leaguer forms tough interior combo with Eddie Vanderdoes. 


Montravius Adams Jr. Auburn 
Leader of ‘reloaded Auburn front; can get pressure up the middle. 


Luther Maddy Sr. Virginia Tech - 
Coming back from knee injury; had 13.5 tackles for loss in 2013. 


Baylor's Oakman Delays NFL 
for ‘Unfinished Business’ 


“His uncle brought 
him to the University of 
Pittsburgh,” Bennett said. “It 
was a Saturday and | lived 
right by the complex. Dave 
Wannstedt said, ‘Get down 
here.’ He was imposing, 
and | thought, ‘Wow, | can 
work with that.” 

Oakman was also a physical presence in the paint for a Penn Wood bas- 
ketball team that won the 2009 state championship and was the state runner-up 
in 2010. 

“| was too aggressive,” he said of playing basketball. “That's why I'm play- 
ing football right now.” 

The 6-9, 280-pound Oakman opted for Penn State but was dismissed after 
two years, in the spring of 2012, following a confrontation with a store clerk at a 
campus convenience store after his student meal card had run out. 

Penn State defensive line coach Larry Johnson reached out to Baylor safe- 
ties coach Brian Norwood, who had coached defensive backs for the Nittany 
Lions from 2001-07. Bennett was thrilled to get a chance to coach Oakman 
after seeing him as a high school player. 

“| said, ‘Oh, | know him,’ and it sort of fell into place,” Bennett said. “The 
day he came down here it had to be 110 degrees. | said, ‘This is not Philadel- 
phia.” 

Oakman sat out the 2012 season because of transfer rules. When he 
regained his eligibility in 2013, Oakman was already 21 years old and hadn't 
played a down of college football. 

Playing behind senior defensive ends Chris McAllister and Terrance Lloyd, 
Oakman put up solid numbers as a third-year sophomore, collecting 12.5 
tackles for loss, two sacks and a fumble recovery. 

“You sit out for so many years and wonder if you've still got it,” Oakman 
said. “In my first few games, | didn’t have it. | came along slowly, but surely, 
| feel | came a long way, but | still see myself growing every day.” 

After a tremendous junior year — 11 sacks, 19.5 tackles for loss, three 
fumble recoveries — he’s one of the top defensive ends in the country with his 
eyes set on being one of the highest NFL draft picks next year. 

Projected as a first-round pick had he declared early, Oakman surprised 
even many of his teammates when he announced before the Cotton Bowl that 
he would return. 

“My future is promising on both sides of the NFL and college,” he said. “But 
| have unfinished business. Looking at my body of work, it's not good enough 
for me to leave. The way | see it now is | haven't done anything spectacular. 

All the pieces have got to fall into place.” 

Bennett predicts Oakman will be one of the first picks in the 2016 draft, 
like defensive linemen Jadeveon Clowney and Ndamukong Suh were in recent 
seasons, 

“You can look a year from now and you're talking about a Clowney or one 
of those guys like Suh or (J.J.) Watt, where he will test well and play well,” 
Bennett said. “He’s made progress, but he’s not where he’s going to be. I've 
told him this and I'm honest with him. Another year is what he needs.” 

Though he made third-team All-American, Oakman wants to become a 
more consistent player after disappearing during some stretches last season. 

“There are plays that | completely dominate, but at the same time | could 
dominate every play,” Oakman said. “I just have to keep doing what I'm doing 
and work on technique and fundamentals.” 


SHAWN OAKMAN 


— John Werner 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


Do for an Encore? 


rizona often holds practice at the school’s former baseball stadium, 
across the street from the main football facilities. The outfield wall still 
. stands, the batter's eye in center field now covered with a tarp depicting 
" UA football's greatest players, including four College Football Hall 


of Fame defenders — Ricky Hunley, Chuck Cecil, Rob Waldrop and Tedy Bruschi. 


Linebacker Scooby Wright, only a junior, is eligible to join that mural of 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Scooby Wright Jr. Arizona 
Favorite player as a kid was ex-Arizona star Tedy Bruschi. Perfect. 


Reggie Ragland Sr. Alabama 
Can do it all as the leader of a Bama D that has chance to be great. 


Myles Jack Jr. UCLA 
Moving inside from outside. He’s great anywhere. Returning kicks, maybe? 


Dominique Alexander Jr. Oklahoma 
Third-year starter eamed second-team All-Big 12 honors last season. 


Antonio Morrison Sr. Florida 
Only concern here is he missed spring because of knee injury in bowl. 


Kelby Brown Sr. Duke 
Sixth-year senior coming back from ACL; was All-ACC in 2013. 


Raekwon McMillan So. Ohio State 
He's the Next Big Thing on a team flush with next big things. 


Ryan Simmons Sr. Oklahoma State 
Spirited leader has 26 career tackles for loss for the Cowboys. 


Joe Walker Sr. Oregon 
He's the guy who went 100 yards after that goal- the gaffe by Utah. 


James Burgess Sr. Louisville 
Combines with Keith Kelsey to give Cards an experienced, talented duo. 


TOP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


RK NAME CLASS _ COLLEGE 


Jaylon Smith Notre Dame | 


Jr. 
An elite athlete who thrives wherever Irish put him; 112 stops last year. 


Eric Striker Sr. Oklahoma 
Lot of football and big plays under his belt — 17 TFLs last season. 


Su’a Cravens dr. usc 
Move from S looks permanent; he'll improve on his 17 TFLs from 2014. 


Darron Lee So. Ohio State 
Former HS QB is now playmaking centerpiece of super Buckeyes’ D. 


Leonard Floyd Jr. Georgia 

Quick first step makes him a — pass rusher off the edge. 
Terrance Smith Florida State 
Season highlight was a 94-yard inn ret for touchdown vs. Florida. 
Pete Robertson Sr. Texas Tech 

Hybrid OLB/DE productive on Tech's shaky D: 14.5 TFLs, 12 sacks. 


Jordan Jenkins Sr. Georgia 
Not quite as talented as teammate Leonard Floyd, but more consistent. 


‘Kentrell Brothers Sr. Missouri 
Aggressive player had 122 tackles last season and knack for the big play. 


Joshua Perry Sr. Ohio State 
Made 124 tackles last season for champs; wants to improve pass-rush. 


Ed Davis Michigan State 
Fifth-year senior is as “toolsy” as tes any LB; ready for huge season. 


Tyler Matakevich Temple 
Trying to become seventh FBS Slane to have 100-plus stops for four years. 


Jalen Reeves-Maybin Jr. Tennessee 
High football IQ helped him make 101 tackles, with 11 for loss, last year. 


Nick Kwiatkoski Sr. West Virginia 
_Led Mountaineers with 103 tackles, including 11.5 for loss. 


Peter Kalambayi Jr. Stanford 
Speedy edge rusher ready to blossom as next Cardinal star defender. 


LINEBACKERS 
What Will Arizona’s Scooby 


All-Americans and major 
award winners ... a slice 
of glory that could be a bit 
awkward for a guy who 
prefers to play the reluctant 
superstar. 

“They were going to 
put my thing up there,” 
Wright said of the coaches, “and | told them if they did, | was going to burn it 
down. | told them they are going to have to wait until | leave.” 

He has at least one more season after winning just about everything there 
was to be won as an out-of-nowhere sophomore, taking home the Chuck Bed- 
narik and Bronko Nagurski awards for National Defensive Player of the Year, 
the Lombardi Award as the best defensive lineman/linebacker, and the Pac-12 
Defensive Player of the Year award. 

As a middle linebacker who played off the edge in pass-rushing situations, 
he led the country with 29 tackles for loss, including 14 sacks. He also forced 
six fumbles for the Pac-12 South champs, including the highlight moment that 
put Wright on the national map — his late-game “Scooby strip” of Oregon's 
Marcus Mariota to preserve Arizona's upset in Eugene. 

Where can he be better? 

“My coverage, my movement skills,” said Wright, able to play inside or 
outside linebacker. “Just kind of little things I'm trying to pick up, like the quarter- 
back’s eyes.” 

With an established reputation, a non-stop motor that evokes memories of 
Bruschi, the great nickname — given to him at a very young age when his dad 
looked at him and said, “Oh, my litle Scooby-Doo” — he’s not a bad bet to be 
back in a tuxedo on the awards circuit in December. But repeating is hard to do, 
and falling short of his 2014 stats likely would be held against him, even more 
So if the Wildcats don’t duplicate their 10-win regular season. 

Arizona coach Rich Rodriguez, though, doesn't worry about Wright's head 
swelling too big for his helmet. 

“He went to all those banquets, had all those chicken dinners and when he 
got home, he just went back into the weight room on his own,” Rodriguez said. 

The chip on Wright's shoulder is evident in his Twitter handle: 
TwoStarScoob. 

That refers to his recruiting ranking when he was wholly overlooked out of 
Cardinal Newman in Santa Rosa, Calif. Arizona, meanwhile, got one look at him 
on tape and raced to the phone to offer him a scholarship at the end of his junior 
year of high school. 

“It was one of those deals where you watch and you're like, ‘He’s got size; 
he’s a tough guy; he runs around ... let's offer him and hope no one else does. 
Can we keep it a secret?” Rodriguez said. 

Scooby has a super story, but let's dispel a couple of notions: He's not 
small (listed at 6-1, 246, but a bit bigger now) and he’s not un-athletic. While 
relishing the “David vs. Goliath” storyline — a tattoo on his right arm depicts the 
scene of David's triumph — he’s not a gutty little overachiever. 

He’s a big-timer whose dreams of being an All-American linebacker and an 
NFL player date to his earliest memories of running around in the backyard with 
his dad. 

“He loves football and has a passion for it,” Rodriguez said. “That's the 
greatest example | can talk about in showing his success.” 
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SCOOBY WRIGHT 


— Anthony Gimino 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Return to Cornerback 


alen Ramsey arrived at Florida State expecting to start in his first game as 
J a true freshman. 

Ramsey didn't enroll early. And he knew full well that FSU had one of 
the best defensive backfields in the nation. Yet he did what he intended: He started 
the 2013 opener at cornerback. 

Ramsey moved to safety a few games later, excelling in that responsibility. 


TOP CORNERBACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 

Vernon Hargreaves Ill Jr. Florida 

He's the purest of cover corners, but returning All-American is physical, too. 
Jalen Ramsey Jr. Florida State 

Has the size, skills and trash-talking ability found in the best CBs. 

Kendall Fuller Jr. Virginia Tech 

The last of the Fuller brothers at Tech, he broke up 17 panses last season. 


Zack Sanchez Jr. Oklaho! 
_ Picked off six passes last season en route to first-team ‘ALBig 12 honors. 


Ishmael Adams Jr. UCLA 
Pros won't like his height (5-8), but Pac-12 foes fear his playmaking. 


Cameron Sutton Jr. Tennessee 


_Has All-SEC talent and growing rep as someone to not challenge. 


Kevin Peterson Oklahoma State 


Sr. 
|_A fourth-year starter who locked down West Virginia's Kevin White in ‘14. 


Jonathan Jones Sr. Auburn 
Led the SEC in pass breakups last year with 17 ina breakout ‘season. 


KeiVarae Russell Sr. Notre Dame 
Big-time talent coming back after missing 2014 because of suspension. 


Mackensie Alexander So. Clemson 
_ Freshman All-American already has elite lock-down skills. 


Blake Countess Sr. Michigan — 


Down year in 2014, but eee is re-born in Ann Arbor, right? 


Fabian Moreau UCLA 
Jim Mora once called him a potential All- American. Had flashes in ‘14. 


TOP SAFETIES 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Karl Joseph Sr. West Virginia 
Has been one of the nation’s top thumpers for the past three seasons. 


"Jeremy Cash Sr. Duke 
Just the facts: 111 tackles, were. 5.5 sacks, 2 INTs, 4 forced fumbles. 


Vonn Bell Ohio State 
Former 5-star really showed what Re could do late after knee felt better. 


Dante Barnett _ Sr. Kansas State 
Second-team all-league; the backbone of a unit that is K-State’s backbone. 


‘DeVon Edwards Sr. Duke 
From unknown recruit, to elite KR, to play-making DB (133 stops, 5 FFs). 


Jordan Sterns. Jr. Oklahoma State 
Hard-hitting strong safety posted ve tackles, best among Big 12 DBs. 


Quin Blanding | Virginia | 
Cavs' bright spot: His 123 tackles isa the nation’s freshmen. 
Jamal Adams" So. LSU 
Aggressive style and a bit of a showman, but he gets results. 


Jabrill Peppers Fr. Michigan 
With “A-plus" spring, touted redshirt is on the launching pad. ‘ 


Nate Gerry Jr. Nebraska 
intercepted fi five passes last season, all coming against Big Ten foes. 


Jordan Simone Sr. Arizona State 
Walk-on from Washington state turned into top-notch playmaker. 


"Michael Caputo Sr. Wisconsin 
Second-team All-Big Ten (media), with 106 tackles, four for loss. 


Versatile Ramsey Embraces 


Then he took on the 
versatile “star” role as a 
sophomore in 2014, forcing 
fumbles, knocking down 
passes and punishing 
receivers en route to an 
All-American season. 

It may seem a little silly 
that Ramsey is on the move 
(again) as he prepares for his junior season. This time he's moving back to corner. 
Why take an AP second-team All-American out of the playmaking star position? 
Well, because he’s Ramsey. 

He’s as competitive as anyone at FSU. Now that the 6-1, 201-pounder is at 
corer, well, he wants to be an elite corner. 

“| know when | line up against whoever it is, the best receiver in the country or 
the worst receiver in the country, (they're) not going to be beat me,” Ramsey said. 
“That's how | am.” 

With juniors P.J. Williams and Ronald Darby declaring early for the NFL Draft, 
FSU coach Jimbo Fisher and defensive coordinator Charles Kelly had options 
as they planned for the 2015 secondary. They feel Ramsey would do well — 
and would probably be an All-American — at corner, star or safety. 

It just made the most sense to put him at corner. 

“| think he can be a dominant, dominant boundary guy,” Fisher said. “Big, long, 
athletic, can run, take that side away, be a great blitzer off the edge, still allow him 
to blitz and play some run support.” 

Putting Ramsey at boundary corner (Williams’ old spot) makes life easy 
for FSU. The safeties don’t have to worry all that much about any receiver that 
Ramsey is covering. And, often, he will be tasked with the opponent's No. 1 
receiver. 

“When we have man-to-man, we barely have to look his way because he’s 
locking down,” safety Nate Andrews said. 

In spring, it clicked. Fisher was pleased, praising Ramsey after nearly every 
practice. Not only has Ramsey made a seamless transition to corner, he also has 
set the bar quite high, including for FSU’s receivers at practice. 

“I'll embarrass you straight up in front of everybody,” Ramsey said. 

Confidence, as you can tell, has never been an issue for Ramsey. Speaking 
up has never been a problem, either. He naturally does it. He leads with words, but 
also with actions. 

While he’s an All-American player, Ramsey has made sure the rest of the 
secondary is strong around him. He's helping develop Marquez White into FSU’s 
other starting corner. And Ramsey's old job at “star” will go to his roommate, Trey 
Marshall. They often watch film together, and Ramsey has become a coach to 
Marshall. 

“You've been there, pretty successful at that position, | want Trey to be even 
more successful at that position,” Ramsey said. “I know he can really ball.” 

Ramsey can ball, too. He had 79 tackles, 12 pass breakups and two intercep- 
tions in 2014. Ramsey was a one-man wrecking crew at Miami in November, 
forcing a fumble, blocking an extra-point attempt and sealing the 30-26 win with 
an interception in the final minutes. 

But now Ramsey is ready to get back to comer. 

“| love corner,” Ramsey said. “That's where | always wanted to be. Of course, 
we had great corners here before me. (Now) | can just focus on one thing. Do my 
job to the best of my ability.” 


JALEN RAMSEY 


— Bob Ferrante 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


Pose, a la Woodson 


SC sophomore Adoree’ Jackson's goals sound overly ambitious for 
a football player, but that only tells half the story. 
“| want to win the Heisman Trophy,” Jackson said. “I want to win 
the Thorpe (Award) and the Heisman.” 


COLLEGE 
Roberto Aguayo Jr. Florida State 
Has hit 48 of 52 field-goal attempts with range well past 50 yards. 


Brad Craddock _ Sr. Maryland 
Big-legged Australian, a former punter, is reigning Groza Award winner. 


Josh Lambert Jr. West Virginia 
Made 16 FGs of 40-plus yards last season, an NCAA record. 


Jaden Oberkrom Sr. TCU 
Was 22 of 27 last season, and his last-play 37-yarder beat West Virginia. 


Andy Phillips Jr. Utah 
‘Automatic’ Andy (40 of 48 career) is also 3 for 3 on onside kicks. 


Jake Elliott dr. Memphis 
Need a long FG? He has made six of 50-plus in his first two seasons. 


Rafael Gaglianone So. Wisconsin 
Big kid from Brazil has NFL leg, hit 19 ‘of 22 en route to cult hero status. 


Ross Martin Sr. Duke 
Enters season having made 52 of 63 career FGs, with a long of 53. 


TOP PUNTERS 


CLASS COLLEGE 
JK Scott ~ So. Alabama 
Led nation in punting (48. 0); Ti Tide led in net ped too. 


Tom Hackett Sr. Utal 
Ray Guy winner led nation in punts inside the 10 a of them). 


Austin Rehkow Jr. Idaho 
Consistent excellence: 47.8-yard average in freshman and sophomore years. 


Drew Kaser Sr. Texas A&M 
Was an AP second-team All-American as a cal in 2013. 


"Drew | Riggleman Sr. Arizo 
Improved consistency pushed him to fourth nationally ( (a6. 1-yard average). 


. | Peter Mortell Sr. Minnesota 
_Led Big Ten (45.1), then joked about launching Heisman campaign. 


Cameron Johnston Ohio State 
Even the Buckeyes have to punt, and ‘Aussie has 44. 5-yard career average. 


. | Alex Kinal Sr. Wake Forest 
No touchbacks in 81 punts helped Deacons rank fourth in net punting. 


CLASS 


COLLEGE 
Adoree’ Jackson So. usc -, 
Could have made our CB list, too, but skills fit better here at No. 1. 


Ryan Switzer Jr. North Carolina 
Led team in receiving last season; had five punt return TDs in 2013. 


Isaiah McKenzie So. Georgi 

“The Human Joystick” had three return TDs, looming at WR in spring. 
Speedy Noil So. Texas A&M 
WR/PR/KR led Aggies in all-purpose yards; off-field issues in the spring. 
Jakeem Grant Sr. Texas Tech 

Only Big 12 player to have more than 900 receiving yards, 500 KR yards. 
Christian McCaffrey So. Stanford 

No longer has small ae of plays; Stanford says Ed’s kid will do it all. 
Kalen Ballage So. Arizona State 

Physical running back, kick returner, situational pass-rusher. 


Alex Ross Jr. Oklahoma 
Ran for 595 yards and returned two kickoffs for touchdowns. 
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ALL PURPOSE 


Trojans’ Jackson Eyes Heisman 


Winning the Thorpe as 
the nation’s top defensive 
back sounds doable. The 
Heisman? That would be 
an extraordinary feat for 
a cornerback, but like the 
last defensive player to 
win it (Charles Woodson 
in 1997), Jackson also 
dabbles at wide receiver and is a returner. 

“Actually, | don’t think it will be hard for me (to win),” Jackson said. “I play 
offense, defense and special teams. Charles Woodson did it when he was at 
Michigan. That's how my mindset was set up when | came in to USC.” 

But Jackson’s dreams don't stop there. 

He also competes as a long jumper for the Trojans’ track and field team. 

“Being able to run track at the Olympics in Rio next year (is my goal),” 
Jackson said. “Just take a shot at that dream.” 

Say this: Jackson never limits himself. What's next? Quarterback? 

Uh... sure. 

“You should ask (USC coach Steve Sarkisian),” Jackson said. “I wouldn't 
mind passing the ball or handing it off.” 

As you can tell, confidence is not a problem for young Mr. Jackson, who 
did not allow a touchdown pass until the final game of his true freshman sea- 
son. He also caught three TD passes and returned two kickoffs for scores. 

Jackson touched the ball 35 times in 2014 — and scored on five of them. 

USC fans voted his 71-yard touchdown catch against Nebraska — when 
he caught a 1-yard pass and went 70 more for an electrifying score in USC's 
45-42 Holiday Bowl win — as the Trojans’ play of the year. 

Perhaps the fans were also influenced by his 98-yard kickoff return in the 
same game. 

“| believe the Holiday Bowl was a good glimpse,” he said of his Heisman 
campaign. 

The biggest issue for Sarkisian is figuring out how much to use him offen- 
sively; the 5-11, 185-pound Jackson is already the Trojans’ best cornerback. 

“We're going to have to be very strategic when we go into games of 
exactly how we're going to use him,” Sarkisian said, “It will be different than 
it was a year ago because he has more volume. He has more offense that he 
can understand. 

“We can do more with him on defense (as well). That doesn’t mean he can 
go out and play 180 plays. We just have to be smart with him. ... There'll be 
games where we'll see him more on offense than maybe others. It's going to 
be (about) matchups. It's going to be game plans.” 

Part of being smart also includes managing his track career. Jackson was 
disappointed he wasn't allowed to skip USC's spring football and focus only on 
track, where he also ran on the 4x400-meter relay team. Sarkisian refused his 
request, but Jackson said he will try again next spring to do track only. 

“That's one of the things we have to talk about. It just depends on how this 
season goes, actually,” said Jackson, a Belleville, Ill. native who was a Parade 
All-American at Serra High School in Gardena, Calif. 

Despite the track stuff and the attention Jackson gained from his offensive 
and special teams’ touches, he knows his future revolves around being an NFL 
defender. He had 49 tackles, including four for losses, and 10 deflections last 
season, earning Freshman All-American honors from various publications, 

“God-willing, if | get drafted; | want to play corner,” he said. “That probably 
would be the best position for me. That’s just how | feel, how | see it.” 


ADOREE’ JACKSON 
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— Scott Wolf 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 33 


UNA NGNGS 


This is how we do it: A team has to be stacked 
at quarterback AND running back to even get on the 
watch list to make the cut. Why do we do it this way? 
We think it’s a lot more interesting than just ranking 
the best units at quarterback and running back, 
which often would simply mirror our player rankings. 


Expect anything different? Cardale Jones, 
J.T. Barrett, Braxton Miller ... in no college football 
offseason has a single program's quarterback “prob- 
lem” ever looked so promising. And let's face it — a 
Stiff-of-stiffs could hand off to Ezekiel Elliott with great 
success. No need to linger here. The Buckeyes have 
the nation’s best backfield, and everyone knows it. 


2. 


With just about everyone back on offense for the 
Horned Frogs, there won't be any reason why Trev- 
one Boykin, in his second year in the spread offense 
and presumably even more comfortable, can't lead 
the offense past the stunning 46.5 points per game it 
averaged last season. TCU considers at least three 
of its running backs as being starter-worthy — Aaron 
Green, Kyle Hicks, Trevorris Johnson — and fresh 
legs are good in this fast-paced college football 
world. 


3. Us 


Cody Kessler is going to go 
deep more often and play faster as 
the Trojans settle in to the second 
year of coach Steve Sarkisian. 
Kessler passed for 3,826 yards 
and 39 touchdowns last season 
and has young, talented receivers 
to throw to (JuJu Smith, emerging 
Steven Mitchell) and ample back- 
field options, even with Buck Allen 
turning pro, Justin Davis and Tre 
Madden will do the work there. 


Yes, as you can tell by our 
No. 4 national ranking of the 
Ducks, we're pushing all in on 
Eastern Washington transfer 
quarterback Vernon Adams. Royce 
Freeman, Thomas Tyner and buzz- 
worthy redshirt freshman Tony 
Brooks-James form a loaded back- 
field. Byron Marshall, converted to 
receiver, probably still knows his 
running backs reads in case he's 
needed in a pinch. 


The Sooners aren't saying who is going to play 
quarterback, but Trevor Knight or Texas Tech transfer 
Baker Mayfield are a better pair than most teams 
have, so that’s not a bad place to start. (The smart 
money is on Mayfield, by the way). What's even 
more enviable is the running back depth — Samaje 
Perine, Joe Mixon and Alex Ross. Mixon was 
supposed to be the star newcomer in 2014 before 
a season-long suspension, ceding the stage to the 
bull-strong Perine. 


6. ié 


The Irish will enter training camp with a dynamic, 
deserving starter at quarterback in Everett Golson 
or Malik Zaire. If C.J. Prosise pulls off a conversion 
from receiver to running back — and spring indica- 
tions were tantalizingly positive — he could blow 
up into a star. Either way, he'll be a lightning bolt 
somewhere in the offense, and Tarean Folston and 
Greg Bryant are still around to handle the handoffs. 
Options. It's nice to have options, 


7. 


QB Josh Dobbs will be a full-blown star this 
season. Jalen Hurd did his part last season in an 
amazing wave of freshman running backs across the 
country, rushing for 899 yards. He has company this 
season. Running back Alvin Kamara, an Alabama 
transfer by way of junior college, is pegged by us as 
the top newcomer in the SEC. 
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Coach Sonny Dykes calls Jared Goff “an elite- 
level quarterback” and we do not disagree. Goff has 
passed for 7,481 yards in his two seasons, and when 
scouts write up their reports, they will wear out the 
term “arm talent.” Meanwhile, Daniel Lasco hit 1,115 
rushing yards last season — more than 500 of which 
came in the last four games. 


9. ARKANSAS 

The Razorbacks have 1,000-yard backs in 
Jonathan Williams and Alex Collins, complemented 
by an experienced quarterback, Brandon Allen, who 
is appropriately careful with the ball. He was inter- 
cepted just five times last season, so bonus points 
for knowing his role. 


10. PENN s 


It's Akeel Lynch's time to shine at running back. 
NFL-armed Christian Hackenberg will be glad to 
have the help. 


y | » BAYLOR 

Corey Coleman emerged as the Bears’ go-to 
guy last season, making 64 catches for 1,119 yards, 
but speedy KD Cannon was right on his heels as 
a true freshman, with 58 catches for 1,030 yards 
and eight scores. That they might be the best pair 
of receivers in the country is worth noting, but what 
separates the Bears is how far down they go on the 
depth chart without a major drop-off: Jay Lee, Lynx 
Hawthorne, Davion Hall, Quan Jones, Chris Platt, 
Ishmael Zamora ... 


2. NOTRE DAME 

Will Fuller and Corey Robinson lead a group 
with great size, strong work ethic and underrated 
toughness. Stretching defenses won't be a problem, 


nor will snaring balls in traffic and blocking on the 
outside. Good stuff. 


3. 


Mike Williams is an All-ACC talent, and sopho- 
more Artavis Scott is a field-stretcher along the lines 
of a Sammy Watkins. If that sounds like hyperbole, 
check back with us at this time next season. Behind 
them, incoming freshmen Deon Cain and Ray-Ray 
McCloud are expected to make an impact for super- 
star QB Deshaun Watson. 


4. 


Michael Thomas is a traditional leading guy. He 
is well-rounded. Can do it all. No issues there. Some- 
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body does have to replace Devin Smith's deep threat 
(Cory Smith?), but options and versatility abound 
with this group. Extreme athletes Jalin Marshall and 
Dontre Wilson can line up at H-back or outside, catch 
the ball in space and make magic happen. 


The Aggies can go Speedy (Noil) and they can 
go big (6-5 Ricky Seals-Jones). They can go proven 
(All-SEC junior Josh Reynolds) and they can trot out 
yet another amazing recruit (early-enrolled Christian 
Kirk). Best quality, depth in the SEC. 


6. cA 


Kenny Lawler is part acrobat, leading the Bears 
last season with 54 catches for 701 yards and nine 
touchdowns. If those numbers sound a bit modest by 
modern standards, it's because Jared Goff has eyes 
for all of his targets. Pretty much all of them are back 
— Bryce Treggs, Stephen Anderson, Maurice Harris, 
Trevor Davis, Darius Powe. That's 167 catches right 
there. 


~J 


Cayleb Jones is one of those elite go-up-and- 
snag-the-ball-at-its-highest-point kind of guys. He'll 
lead the way in a mix-and-match group that has wa- 
terbugs and speedsters ... and The Kid's kid (junior 
Trey Griffey) is getting better all the time, too. 


fe) 


Perhaps lacking in star power, but this position 
group will end up being a team strength that works 
well with QB Josh Dobbs, who has tall red-zone 
targets in Marquez North and Jason Croom. Von 
Pearson and Pig Howard are returning starters, 
and sophomore tight end Ethan Wolf is on his 
way to stardom. 


9. 


Wide receiver Laquon Treadwell. Tight end 
Evan Engram. Can't go wrong with a couple of 
All-Americans. 


Nine of the top 10 pass-catchers from last 
season return, and now they get to work for a whole 
season with QB Mason Rudolph. 


TOP 10 


Guard Pat Elflein and tackle Taylor Decker are 
the stars. Billy Price is coming on like gangbusters, 
with a huge spring that had everyone talking about 
his play as much as his raw strength. Jacoby Boren 


likewise is a returning starter. Read it and weep, 

all non-Ohio State fans. This is basically the same 

group that led the way for 878 rushing yards in the 

stunning three-game postseason run. One starts to 
wonder how the Buckeyes’ offense can possibly go 
wrong. Don't bother thinking about it too hard. 


2. BAYLOR 


Left tackle Spencer Drango, who grew up north 
of Austin, Texas, would have loved to be a Longhorn, 
but the Texas staff only made a futile push after he 
had committed to Baylor. That says plenty about how 
the fortunes of the programs have changed in recent 
years. Drango, a fourth-year starter at left tackle, 
is an All-American, leading a line that returns intact 
from the nation’s most prolific offense. Also back: 
tackle Pat Colbert, guards Blake Muir and Jarell 
Broxton, and center Kyle Fuller. 


3. MICHIGAN STATE 

As long as the Jacks are around — center Allen 
and tackle Conklin — the Spartans will have an 
intimidating offense to match their always-brutish 
defense. Allen earned first-team All-Big Ten honors 


from the league coaches last season; Conklin was 
a second-team choice. 


4. NOTRE DA 


Left tackle Ronnie Stanley and center Nick 
Martin are up there with any pair, anywhere. Overall, 
this is the deepest group of linemen that Brian Kelly 
has had at Notre Dame since arriving for the 2010 
season. The Irish will maul many a defense in 2015. 


Photo by Manny Flores Cal Sport Media via AP Images 


The Hogs are kind of turning into the Stanford 
of the South. Is that a thing? Arkansas will go heavy 
and pound opponents, going counter-culture to the 
modern spread offense. The scheme fits the person- 
nel, and the personnel fits the scheme. A line with 
four returning starters — Dan Skipper, Sebastian 
Tretola, Mitch Smothers and Denver Kirkland — 
is able to clear space when everyone in the stadium 
knows the run is coming. 


Four starters return from a line that went from 
mystery to mainstay across the brilliant course of last 
season for the Horned Frogs. Two players — center 
Joey Hunt and tackle Halapoulivaati Vaitai— earned 
second-team All-Big 12 honors, Vaitai has moved to 
the left side this season to fill the one vacancy, and 
sophomore Joseph Noteboom is stepping up on the 
right side. Overall, TCU returns linemen who have 
a combined 98 career starts. 


The Bulldogs never lacked for a running back 
last season, Nick Chubb replacing Todd Gurley, and 
Georgia led the SEC with 257.8 rushing yards per 


game. It’s time to give all due respect to guys like 
tackle John Theus and guard Greg Pyke. 


You can't quibble with sophomore left tackle 
Cam Robinson and senior center Ryan Kelly, among 
the best nationally at their positions. They are the 
only returning starters in the group, although the line 
came together nicely in the spring. Nick Saban even 
offered public atta-boys to senior right tackle Domi- 
nick Jackson, a former junior college transfer known 
for blocking out the sun in the run game. Redshirt 
freshman left guard Ross Pierschbacher, from Cedar 
Falls, lowa, is going to be a good one. 


This is just what you would expect. The Tigers 
have plenty of guys who look good right off the bus. 
Tackles Jerald Hawkins and Vadal Alexander, and 
center Ethan Pocic, are candidates for postseason 
conference honors. Hawkins flipped from right 
tackle to left tackle this spring, with Alexander taking 
Hawkins’ old spot after playing guard. 


Don't be fooled by last season's average of 
3.15 sacks allowed per game — those were often as 
much on QB Brett Hundley’s indecision as anything 
... although, we admit to being fooled by the Bruins’ 
line before, thinking it was all grown up before it 
really was. Well, again, it looks all grown up. Senior 
center Jake Brendel and junior guard Alex Redmond 
are two standouts; 2013 starter Simon Goines re- 
turns from a redshirt year; and junior college transfer 
Zach Batemen figures to be in the mix somewhere, 
too. What could go wrong? 
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UNM RANKINGS 


TOP 10 
DEFENSIVE LINE 


1. OHIO STATE 


We'll take Joey Bosa and Adolphus Washington 
and meet you in any dark alley, OK? Bosa, you 
know. The standing back-flips. The long, flowing hair 
(oops, sorry, that was gone this spring). The post- 
sack shrug. He had 21 tackles for loss and 
13.5 sacks last season. Washington had 10.5 and 
4.5, mostly playing at nose guard, but he'll move 
over to defensive tackle, more of a playmaking spot, 
to replace departed Michael Bennett. Maybe the 
other two spots on the line end up by-committee, but 
you don't see Urban Meyer sweating it. Seriously, 
the skill level is just scary. It's a bad year to be an 
Opposing quarterback in the Big Ten. 


2. ALABAMA 


The Crimson Tide's line doesn't have to con- 
cede much at all to Ohio State's in terms of quality 
and depth, but it also can’t do much crowing, consid- 
ering the 281 rushing yards allowed to the Buckeyes 
in a national semifinal last season. Nothing to do 
about that now except turn it into motivation and 
hope for a rematch. Alabama's best chance of 
getting back to those playoffs is through an hella- 
cious defensive front seven, and the best part of 
that hellacious front seven is a line led by Jonathan 
Allen, Jarran Reed and A'Shawn Robinson. Quality 
reserves abound: Dalvin Tomlinson, D.J. Pettway, 
Da’Shawn Hand, Darren Lake ... and whatever 
other five-stars Saban keeps in his back pocket. 
We should mention that Alabama allowed only 
five rushing touchdowns last season. 


3. BAYLOR 


The Bears return their entire starting front 
four, including Shawn Oakman, who inspired 
wickedly funny internet memes last winter due 
to his imposing physical stature capable, as one 
suggested, of intimidating Liam Neeson into 
giving up the search for his kidnapped daughter 
(look it up, folks). It's also best to probably not 
mess with All-Big 12 tackle Andrew Billings, 
tackle Beau Blackshear, or ends Jamal Palmer 
and K.J. Smith. Oakman and his sidekicks 
allowed just 117.7 rushing yards per game. 


4. MICHIGAN STATE 


Everyone knows about end Shilique “The 
Freak" Calhoun, who — let's be honest — 
needs to be even better to live up to that nick- 
name. Standards are such that 12.5 tackles for 
loss, including eight sacks, was something of a 
“meh” season for Calhoun. Nice to have stan- 
dards. Versatile linemate Lawrence Thomas is 
equally freaky. 


5. OLE Miss 


Robert Nkemdiche is used to the spotlight, first 
as the No. 1 recruit in the nation in the 2013 class, 
then as part of last season’s No. 1 scoring defense 
and certainly as a guy who always has demanded 
special attention from offensive linemen. Whatever 
he lacks in eye-popping stats, he makes up for by 
allowing teammates — like end Marquis Haynes and 
nose tackle Issac Gross — to have more freedom 
to roam. 


6. VIRGINIA TECH 


AHokies’ resurgence is closely tied to how 
dang good this group can be. Defensive tackle 
Luther Maddy returns from injury. Standouts Dadi 
Nicolas and Ken Ekanem return after landing on the 
ACC's all-conference teams last season. An opener 
against defending national champ Ohio State (and 
our No. 1-rated offensive line) awaits. 


7. PENN STATE 


Undersized tackle Anthony Zettel has a motor 
that never shuts off. His 17 tackles for loss last 
season had a way of making those around him work 
harder, and when it was all over, Penn State had 
the No. 3 rushing defense in the country. The Lions 
looked deep and dominant again this spring. 


8. TCU 


The Frogs allowed an average of 2.78 yards 
per rush last season, the best mark in the country. 
Big man Chucky Hunter is gone, but the rest of the 
crew is back — Mike Tuaua, Josh Carraway, James 
McFarland, Davion Pierson, etc. — and Nebraska 
transfer Aaron Curry joins a deep rotation at tackle. 
Good times. 


9. AUBURN 


The big thing here is the addition of coordinator 
Will Muschamp. Well, that, and the return from injury 
of end Carl Lawson. Muschamp will get these guys 
playing hard, attacking, and the Tigers won't be the 
pushovers they were last season. Veteran defensive 
tackle Montravius Adams, among others, and a 
wave of youth (Dontavius Russell, among others) 
helps fuel the turnaround. 


10. NOTRE DAME __ 


Sheldon Day and Jarron Jones could be the 
most imposing duo of senior tackles in the country. 
The spring emergence of early-enrolled 300-pounder 
Jerry Tillery eased depth concerns inside. We'll peg 
returning starting defensive end Isaac Rochell for a 
breakout season. 


TOP 10 
LINEBACKERS 


1. OHIO STATE 


Add new inside starter Raekwon McMillan to 
senior Joshua Perry and the hugely promising Dar- 
ron Lee on the outside, and — is this over the top? 
— these guys should just be moved to the NFL as a 
unit right now. Lee loves to tease McMillan by calling 
him “Chosen One” — a notion that was not dispelled 
last season when the five-star recruit saw consider- 
able playing time. McMillan is more athletic than the 
guy he’s replacing in the lineup — Curtis Grant — 
so here’s just another area in which Ohio State 

looks better than last season. On a team with no 
weaknesses, linebacker is a particular strength. 


2. GEORGIA 


The Dawgs’ four-man group features one of 
the best pair of outside linebackers in the country 
in junior Leonard Floyd and senior Jordan Jenkins, 
both high-motor pass rushers. That's nice. But 
what to do with sophomore outside linebacker 
Lorenzo Carter? Such tough decisions for second- 
year coordinator Jeremy Pruitt, who could slide 
one of the trio inside or move someone closer to 
the action with their hand in the dirt. 


3. ALABAMA 


Reggie Ragland takes over as the leader of 
the unit, a senior who has earned Nick Saban’s 
trust. He packs a wallop on defense, but not like 
Reuben Foster, a junior and former No. 1 high 
school inside linebacker prospect who is trying to 
translate his fury on special teams to the discipline 
of Saban’s D. A deep, talented corps is further 
explanation for why this defense could be Bama’s 
best since 2011. 


Photo by Mark LoMoglio Icon Sportswire via AP Images 
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4. NOTRE DAME 


Jaylon Smith is a major talent. Joe Schmidt and 
Jarrett Grace — impressively, back from a terrible 
knee injury — are experienced and tough. Nyles 
Morgan is an exciting up-and-comer. The run D will 
be stout. 


5. OKLAHOMA 


Eric Striker is a great pass rusher, with 15.5 
sacks and 27.5 tackles for loss in the past two years. 
Junior Dominique Alexander is a two-year starter 
who earned second-team all-conference honors 
last season. Inside ‘backer Jordan Evans is another 
returning starter who made 93 tackles last season. 


6. UCLA 


Myles Jack can be whatever he wants. He's 
dabbled, spectacularly, at running back. His cover- 
age skills are such that he can play safety or, ahem, 
cornerback. Coach Jim Mora wants him at inside 
linebacker in the Bruins’ base this season, making 
him an unavoidable hub in the middle. Whatever. 
Just line him up and enjoy the athletic freak show. 
Elsewhere, Butkus Award winner Eric Kendricks is 
gone, but sophomore Kenny Young is promising and 
pass-rushing outside linebacker Deon Hollins made 
nine sacks last season. 


7. USC 


This is where Su'a Cravens lives now. It's hard to 
peg the talented junior, a former safety, into just one 
position, other than to say he's just a football player. 
Middle linebacker Lamar Dawson was impressive in 
spring on his way back from knee problems. Anthony 
Sarao will be a third-year starter, if he holds off 
talented young dudes. 


8. OREGON 


The Ducks have all kind of versatile, athletic 
linebackers, including a quartet of seniors — 
Joe Walker, Rodney Hardrick, Tyson Coleman and 
Christian French. Oregon likes to rotate, and it has 
the depth to do it. (We do have to note the Pac-12's 
overall strength at linebacker, as Arizona State 
and Stanford just missed our cut, and Arizona has 
Scooby Wright.) 


9. LOUISVILLE 


Given that Florida State is dealing with uncer- 
tainty at linebacker (Reggie Northrup’s torn ACL 
in the Rose Bowl), we're going to give Louisville 
the nod as the ACC’s best at the position. James 
Burgess and Keith Kelsey are the veteran core of 
a defense that will hang its hat on being physical 
up front. Coach Bobby Petrino says the defense, 
revamped though it is, can be dominant. 


10. UTAH STATE 


A deserved nod to a team from outside the 
Power 5 conferences, as the Aggies bring back Nick 


Vigil, who was All-Mountain West as a sophomore 
last season, and Kyler Fackrell, a legit NFL prospect 
who suffered an ACL injury in the 2014 season- 
opener. 


TOP 10 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


1. FLORIDA 


The Gators can play D. That hasn't been the 
hang-up. All-American junior cornerback Vernon 
Hargreaves II heads up a five-man unit for Florida, 
which had more interceptions last season (16) than 
touchdowns allowed (15). Not challenging Harg- 
reaves is wise, but that’s a pick-your-poison kind 
of a deal for the opposition as the Gators roll out a 
deep unit of Brian Poole, Keanu Neal, Jalen Tabor, 
Quincy Wilson, Marcus Maye ... you get the idea. 


2. FLORIDA STATE 


We acknowledge that the talent drain from 
Florida State hit here, too — Ronald Darby and P.J. 
Williams are gone — but the big deal is that Jalen 
Ramsey is not. Moving from the “star” position to 
boundary corner, his size is going to be a full-on 
nightmare for receivers. Starters Nate Andrews and 
Tyler Hunter return at the safety positions. Be on 
the lookout for early-enrolled five-star frosh Derwin 
James. 


3. OHIO STATE 


Another area where the Buckeyes are as 
healthy as they'll ever be, with three starters back 


from the 2014 title team. Junior Vonn 
Bell is a dominant safety, and Eli Apple 
becomes the man at cornerback as a 
sophomore. 


4. MICHIGAN 


Is this the season Jabrill Peppers 
lives up to the massive billing? With 
him lurking, and terrific corners Blake 
Countess and Jourdan Lewis holding 
things down in their areas, the Wolver- 
ines could vault to the top of this list by 
season's end. 


5. NOTRE DAME 


The Irish defense is strong up the 
middle and dynamite on the outside 
in the back end with cornerbacks Kei- 
Varae Russell and Cole Luke. They'll 
make their team’s pass rush look good. 


G6. DUKE 


Because when you think of Duke, 

you think, “Athletic defensive backs!” 
Hey, the Blue Devils actually have them, 

starting with senior safety Jeremy Cash (he did start 
his career at Ohio State, in case you didn’t know) 
and DeVon Edwards, a top playmaker. Cash has 
made 115 tackles in each of the past two seasons, 
and his decision to let the NFL wait was huge for the 
Blue Devils. All five starters in the secondary return. 


7. USC 


Adoree’ Jackson has a chance to be the “it” 
player in college football. Senior Kevon Seymour, 
the starting cornerback on the other side, has the 
attention of NFL scouts. The safety positions will 
work themselves out just fine, trust us. 


8. UCLA 


A set of cornerbacks doesn't come more athletic 
than Ishmael Adams and Fabian Moreau, although 
we'd like to see more consistency. Another corner, 
Marcus Rios, allows for different combinations. 
Safety Randall Goforth, returning from shoulder 
surgeries — yes, one on each — is another big plus 
after he missed most of last season. 


9. LSU 


The Tigers have a national claim on being DBU 
(yes, we see you Alabama and Virginia Tech; calm 
down, Texas) and it's more of the same this season 
with safeties Jamal Adams and Jalen Mills, and 
cornerback Tre'Davious White. 


10. OKLAHOMA STATE 


The Cowboys have their top three cornerbacks 
returning and will be even deeper if, as expected, 
Michael Hunter, a two-year starter at Indiana, joins 
the team as a graduate transfer. Safety Jordan 
Sterns had 103 tackles last season. 


Photo by AP Photo/Ric Tapia 
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hat was easy. 
The first year of the four-team 
College Football Playoff was a 


roaring success, enhancing the regular 
season, retaining all of the outrage for 
talk radio, providing record-setting cable 
viewership for the elimination games and 
delivering a champion that everyone (well, 
almost everyone) could finally, correctly, 
describe as “undisputed.” 

Yeah, the playoff did what it was 
supposed to do. 


And it made a mountain of cash, of course. 


Amid the money and the TV eyeballs and 
the drama on the field, the NCAA even made 
a sensible ruling. We know, right? About 
a week before the championship game, the 
NCAA said it was OK for the CFP to help 
pay travel costs for players’ families (up to 


The playoff did its job... 
so what’s next? 


BY ANTHONY GIMING AND STEVE GREENBERG 


Illustrations by Tim Williams 
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$1,250 each for 1-2 people). Imagine that: 
A start down the road of common sense. 
So, what does the second half of the 
decade have in store? 
Let's begin with our top 10 storylines ... 


1, #RollBuckeyes? Ohio State's road to 
Repeatville is bare and dry — no need to 
negotiate a confusing GPS-infused route 

to Glendale, Ariz.: Win the Big Ten (which 
surely will carry a ticket to the playoffs), 
win a semifinal, and win the championship 
game. Starting the season atop the polls 
makes this very doable, and not just in 

the champs-until-somebody-knocks-‘em- 
off sense. These Buckeyes could be Urban 
Meyer's best team ever. An opening game at 
Virginia Tech, the only team to beat OSU in 
2014, looms larger-than-large. 
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2. QB battles gone wild. They're 
everywhere — cases in point, the four 
programs that reached the first playoff. Who 
will lead Ohio State? Will it be Cardale Jones 
or J.T. Barrett — or Braxton Miller? And who 
will replace Oregon’s great Marcus Mariota 

— veteran backup Jeff Lockie or Eastern 
Washington transfer Vernon Adams? Without 
Jameis Winston at Florida State, Sean Maguire 
is trying to hold off a gaggle of young arms. 
And in Tuscaloosa, Jake Coker’s grip on the 
Alabama starting job is tenuous at best. 


3. The new Big 12 order. Do we even have 
to pretend Oklahoma and Texas are the leading 
programs in this conference anymore? TCU and 
Baylor — still ticked off beyond belief at being 
left out of the 2014 playoff — look like the 
teams to beat again. The Horned Frogs have 


38 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2015 


to come out firing in the opener at Minnesota, 
but they should be OK there. And they get 
Baylor in Fort Worth in the regular-season 
finale, which (sorry, Texas State Fair) could 

be the league’s monster game of the season. 


4. The Big Two? You might've heard about 
the hiring at Michigan of some guy named 
Jim Harbaugh. Just how fast will Jimmy 
Ballgame restore glory to the Maize and Blue, 
and will the Wolverines’ epic rivalry with Ohio 
State completely overshadow the rest of the 
Big Ten? East Division rivals Michigan State 
and Penn State will have their say, as will 
West powers-that-be Wisconsin and Nebraska, 
but the Buckeyes are head-and-shoulders 
above those programs — and Harbaugh’s 
chase of Meyer is brilliant theater. 


5. SEC FAQs. Actually, it boils down 

to one question: Is there a national- 

title contender in the house? Alabama 

is everybody's knee-jerk answer, but the 
Crimson Tide faces as much uncertainty as 
they have in any recent season. Auburn 
and LSU have high hopes, but it’s hard to 
envision any West Division team running 
the table in the perceived best division in 
the perceived best conference in the land. 
Georgia stands out in the East, but the 
Bulldogs have a brutal road schedule. Chant 
“S-E-C! S-E-C!” at your own risk. 


emember, there are contracts in place 

for some of the Big Six bowls that fall 
outside of the four-team playoff. The Rose 
retains its Big Ten/Pac-12 partners; the 
Sugar will have teams from the SEC and 
Big 12. If champs from those conferences 
qualify for the playoff, then the bowl 
chooses a replacement from that league. 

The four-team playoff is almost certain 
to exclude teams from outside the Big Five 
conferences, but at least it guarantees a major 
bowl for one team from outside the power 
structure. Last year, that meant Mountain 
West champion Boise State landed in the 
Fiesta (rather than in the Las Vegas Bowl 
in the old BCS system), where the Broncos 
fabulously pulled the Statue of Liberty play 
from the archives to help defeat Arizona. 
Here is how Lindy’s sees it all shaking out 

this year: 


(Note: At-large means any team in the 
country — so probably a Big Five conference 
team, while Group means teams from the 
small conferences: Group of Five): 
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6. The Heisman pre-leaders. If you 
have to ask who Trevone Boykin is, you're 
hopelessly behind the curve. The TCU 
quarterback isn’t awash in publicity, but his 
play was spectacular in 2014 and there'll be 
no ignoring a second performance of that 
caliber. Ohio State running back Ezekiel 
Elliott joins Boykin as a front-runner, but we 
otherwise love a wide-open field like this one. 


7. Year of the Running Back. This 2015 
group is ridiculously loaded. There's Elliott, 
the breakout star of last year’s postseason, 
along with LSU monster Leonard Fournette, 
Oklahoma record-setter Samaje Perine and 
Wisconsin successor-to-the-throne Corey 
Clement. Ah, but we're just getting started: 
Georgia's Nick Chubb, Oregon’s Royce Freeman, 
UCLA's Paul Perkins, Arizona's Nick Wilson, 
Pittsburgh’s James Conner, Alabama's Derrick 
Henry ... we could go on, but you get the idea. 


8. Top turf wars. The best two divisions 
in college football — SEC West and Pac-12 
South — are so much better than everybody 
else, it isn’t even funny. With Arkansas 
coming along and Texas A&M widely 
expected to bounce back, the SEC West is 
deeper than ever. And once again, you might 
as well pull a name out of a hat when trying 
to pick the Pac-12 South winner ... as long 
as it doesn’t come up “Colorado,” anyway. 


PEACH BOWL 

Thursday, Dec. 31 

Atlanta, Ga. Georgia Dome 
At-large/Group vs. At-large/Group 
Lindy’s pick: Georgia vs. Clemson 


CFP SEMIFINAL: COTTON BOWL 
Thursday, Dec. 31 

Arlington, Texas ¢ AT&T Stadium 
National semifinal 

Lindy’s pick: TCU vs. Alabama 


CFP SEMIFINAL: ORANGE BOWL 
Thursday, Dec. 31 

Miami ¢ Sun Life Stadium 
National semifinal 

Lindy’s pick: Ohio State vs. Oregon 


FIESTA BOWL 


Friday, Jan. 1 

Glendale, Ariz. © Univ. of Phoenix Stadium 
At-large/Group vs. At-large/Group 

Lindy’s pick: Notre Dame vs. Boise State 


93. The Muschamp Effect. Auburn is 
paying Will Muschamp a head coach's ransom 
to be its defensive coordinator, a move 
that'll look terrible if Muschamp fails as he 
did as head coach at Florida. But why would 
he fail? Running a defense — just him, his 
players and all those beautiful X’s and 0's — 
is the man’s sweet spot. If Muschamp makes 
the sort of impact at Auburn that many 
expect he will, watch the market value of 
the top coordinators continue to skyrocket. 


10. Do the Irish have their mojo back? 
Last season was strange and, at times, awful 
for Notre Dame, but 2015 
could be special. Good 
luck finding a team 
anywhere with more 
returning starters than 
Brian Kelly and his 

staff have to work with. 
Offensively, this should 
be Kelly's best Irish 
team by a long 
stretch whether 
Everett Golson 

or Malik Zaire 

ends up with the 
quarterback job. An 
opening test at home 
against Texas will be 
a huge tone-setter. 


ROSE BOWL 


Friday, Jan. 1 

Pasadena, Calif. ¢ Rose Bowl 

Big Ten vs. Pac-12 

Lindy’s pick: USC vs. Michigan State 


SUGAR BOWL 


Friday, Jan. 1 

New Orleans * Superdome 

Big 12 vs. SEC 

Lindy’s pick: Auburn vs. Baylor 


CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


Monday, Jan. 11 
Glendale, Arizona * Univ. of Phoenix Stadium 
Lindy’s pick: Ohio State vs. TCU 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
PLAYOFF 
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NEW YEAR'S EVE IT IS 


Last year’s semifinals worked out like 
clockwork on New Year's Day: Oregon 
and Ohio State winning the Rose and 
Sugar bowls to advance to the national 
championship game 10 days later. 

If only it could always be that simple. 
But it’s college football. Nothing is ever that 
simple. This season, the semifinals will be 
on New Year's Eve in the Orange and Cotton 
Bowls, preceding New Year's Day for games 
that are ... well, not semifinals. 

Since there are six big games in the 
playoff rotation, the College Football 
Playoff deciders settled on a pair of 
tripleheaders on New Year's Eve and New 
Year's Day. 

An important consideration is that in 
years that the Rose and Sugar are not 
semifinals, they still hold the New Year’s 
Day time slots. After all, the Rose has to 
pair up with its parade, and why would 
anyone want to mess up a New Orleans 
New Year's Eve with a football game? So, 
the games are New Year's Day in Pasadena 
and New Year's Night in New Orleans. 
Follow us so far? 

OK, so the Orange and Cotton are 
semifinals this season, and ESPN saw the 
problem of this sequence of events: The TV 
network pushed in the offseason to get the 
semifinals moved from Thursday night, 
Dec. 31, to the much-more-desirable 
Saturday, Jan. 2 slot ... but nooo000000. 
That would make way too much sense. 

This means it’s likely that the Rose and 
Sugar will be playing on New Year's Day 
with four second-place teams, while the 
Big Ten, Pac-12, SEC and Big 12 champs 
are occupied the night before. So much for 
building continuity and momentum in 
a bowl season. 

The CFP says it set up a 12-year plan for 
tripleheaders on Dec. 31 and Jan. 1, and 
(no matter how flawed that plan is) it didn’t 
want to break that attempt to establish 
tradition in only the second year. 


TIME FOR A NICE, 
DEEP BREATH 


Folks, we have earned a deep breath, with 
the breakneck rate of changes that college 
football has embraced in the past few years. 
Consider that the WAC still existed when the 
decade began. So did the Big East. 

Nine teams have been added to the Foot- 
ball Bowl Subdivision since then, including 
2015 newbie Charlotte. The Pac-12, Big Ten 
and SEC now have their own networks. Even 
Nick Saban is running a hurry-up offense ... 
well, at least some of the time. 


OK, exhale. 

For a moment, not much has changed 
from 2014. The top teams still figure to be 
the top teams. There was one spectacular 
hire (welcome back, Jim!), but only 15 total 
coaching changes. Charlotte is the only new 
team, replacing disbanded UAB, keeping FBS 
membership at 128. Navy, no longer inde- 
pendent, has joined the American Athletic 
Conference — accounting for the sum of the 
conference alignment news. 

Now, another deep breath and hold it, 
because more change is coming. Expanded 
playoffs? An NCAA breakaway for the Big 5 
conferences? The first $10 million coach? 
Pay to play? Player unions? 


Spring Champs 


Y'all know it doesn’t count. It’s not real 
football. Two words: Glorified practice. You 
don't even get to mock another team, make 
up funny words to their fight songs, insult 
their cheerleaders. 

In some ways, spring games are less 
important than ever — year-round 
conditioning (you know, the voluntary 
kind, wink, wink) allows teams to hit the 
ground running and do real work during 
the 14 practices before the final scrimmage. 
Yet, these are increasingly made-for-TV 
events because air time on those conference 
networks isn’t going to program itself. 

Whatever your motivation for going to 
spring games, well, bless you for it. We raise 
our Passion Bucket to you. And especially 
you, Columbus. Ohio State set a national 
record by drawing 99,391 to Ohio Stadium 
in April. Impressive. 


In fact, the top nine spring game 
attendances came from two conferences — 
the Big Ten and SEC. Here are the figures/ 
estimates from those nine games: 


1. Ohio State: 99,391 
2. Nebraska: 76,881 

3. Penn State: 68,000 
4. Alabama: 65,175 

5. Tennessee: 63,016 
6. Auburn: 62,143 

7. Michigan: 60,000 

8. Michigan State: 48,000 

9. Georgia: 46,815 
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Heisman Watch 


A quarterback has won eight of the past nine Heismans, and 13 of 15 since 2000 


T he ol’ stiff-armed statue should be remade in the image of a player in mid-throw. 


(and that’s even including the vacated 2005 award of running back Reggie Bush). 
Do we think that trend will continue? Uh, yeah, but this is the Year of the Running Back 
(haven't you heard?), so a lot more of those rock-toting guys are going to show up on this list: 


1. Trevone Boykin, QB, TCU — The 
senior enters the second year of a perfect 
marriage of offense and dual-threat athlete. 


2. Ezekiel Elliott, RB, Ohio State — 
Two things. One, he’s not an Ohio State 
quarterback, so we don’t have to worry 
about whether he'll play. Two, we simply 
can’t forget how he rushed for 696 yards in 
the final three games of the season, against 
Wisconsin, Alabama and Oregon. Wow. 


3. An Ohio State quarterback — 
We're taking the cop-out. Take your pick 
— Cardale Jones, Braxton Miller or J.T. 
Barrett — and by the time you read this, 
there might be more clarity about the most 
fascinating quarterback race ever. 


4. Derrick Henry, RB, Alabama — He 
gets the nod over other SEC players because 
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he’s playing for our projected SEC champ, 
and voters have proven they will default to 
an Alabama running back (see, Mark Ingram, 
2009). Plus, the dude is an absolute beast. 


5. Nick Chubb, RB, Georgia — He 
finished his freshman season with eight 
consecutive 100-yard performances, and the 
coaches will relentlessly feed him behind one 
of the best offensive lines in the country. 


6. Cody Kessler, 9B, USC — Uncannily 
accurate, with 39 touchdown passes, five 
interceptions and a 69.7 percent completion 
percentage last season. Now what he needs 
is for Steve Sarkisian to really turn him 
loose downfield. 


7. Deshaun Watson, 9B, Clemson — 
We're taking the view that he'll be rarin’ to fly 
for the opener as he comes back from an ACL 


injury, but does it really matter? He was good 
enough to torment and beat South Carolina last 
season when his ligament was already torn. 


8. Jeremy Johnson, 98, Auburn — 
Everyone expects the Tigers’ new starter to be 
awesome, and it’s not as if a first-year starting 
quarterback can’t win this award. Cam 
Newton, Johnny Manziel, Jameis Winston ... 


9. Dak Prescott, 9B, Mississippi State 
— Love Dak. He finished eighth in the 2014 
Heisman voting. But the Heisman is part 
function of team, and if the Bulldogs take 

a step back from a magical year, Prescott will 
be hard pressed to do more than tread water 
in the balloting. 


10, Royce Freeman, RB, Oregon — 
Oregon coaches said he was one of their 
most improved players in the spring, and 
that was after he rushed for 1,365 yards 
as a true freshman. 


HEISMAN SLEEPERS 


1. Malik Zaire, QB, Notre Dame — If 
the Irish quarterback situation plays out in 
his direction, Zaire showed in late-season 
games against USC and LSU that he’s capable 
of leading an offense that should finally play 
up to Brian Kelly's previous standards. 


2. Seth Russell, 9B, Baylor — Whoever 
directs the Bears’ attack becomes an 
automatic Heisman candidate. 


3. Dalvin Cook, RB, Florida State — 
The dynamic sophomore plays for the right 
team and is ready to be the centerpiece of 
the FSU offense. Just hold on to the ball, 
young fella. 


4. Vernon Adams, 9B, Oregon — The 
graduate transfer from Eastern Washington 
amassed 10,438 passing yards and accounted 
for 121 touchdowns at the FCS school. 
Although he won't start competing for the 
starting job until August, if anybody in the 
country has the look of plug-and-play, this 
is the guy. 


5. Somebody on the other side of the 
ball — We picked Ohio State defensive end 
Joey Bosa as our national Defensive Player of 
the Year, but he doesn’t figure to be among 
the top two Heisman candidates on his own 
team. So, let’s rule him out of this discussion. 
A pair of linebackers — Arizona's Scooby 
Wright (ninth in the Heisman last season) 
and Notre Dame’s Jaylen Smith — have the 
combination of skill, stats, team and Q rating 
to at least deserve an invite to the party. 
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COACHING CHANGES 


The changes are relatively few, in part because only the firing of Bo Pelini at 
Nebraska set off a chain reaction of coaching changes — the Huskers’ hiring of Oregon 
State's Mike Riley begat the Wisconsin opening, which begat a spot at Pittsburgh. 

One trend hasn't changed: If you want to be a college head coach, go to school to 
study offense. Of the seven assistants moving to the big-boy headsets, only one — 
Pat Narduzzi — comes from the defensive side of the ball. 


BUFFALO 
Out: Jeff Quinn 
(Alex Wood was interim coach last four games) 
In: Lance Leipold 

Let's start with a prediction: Leipold 
won't win six national titles at Buffalo, as 
he did — incredibly, in only eight seasons 
— at Division III Wisconsin-Whitewater. 
But the man’s history of gigantic success is 
not to be taken lightly. Leipold will have to 
learn to take his lumps, but there’s ground 
to be gained — immediately — in the MAC, 
and that ground will be gained with balance 
on offense, accountability on defense and 
no excuses. 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


Out: Dan Enos 
In: John Bonamego 

What fan base doesn’t like to see an 
alum take the reins? Problems, though: 
Bonamego, 51, is a first-time head coach — 
at any level — and he spent the past 
16 seasons coaching special teams in the 
NFL. Prior to that, the top college program 
he worked at was Army, which invites all 
sorts of questions about his recruiting 
chops. Misfit, anyone? Could be. 


COLORADO STATE 


Out: Jim McElwain 
(Dave Baldwin coached bowl game) 
In: Mike Bobo 

Last time CSU needed a new coach, it 
landed a first-timer who'd built a platform 
as an offensive coordinator for an SEC 
power. Rinse, repeat. Bobo is Georgia to 
the core, though, and seems much farther 
afield in Fort Collins than did McElwain, 
who had spent most of his life out West. 
So this is Bobo’s chance to prove himself, 
and he inherits a hard-working, high- 
achieving Rams group that should make 
the transition bearable for all involved. 
Mind you, Bobo won't have quarterback 
Garrett Grayson to run things. 


FLORIDA 
Out: Will Muschamp 
(D.J. Durkin coached bowl game) 
In: Jim McElwain 

Do Gators fans even know what a decent 
offense looks like anymore? If nothing else, 
McElwain will revive that side of the ball; 
his resume as an offensive coach borders on 
brilliant. But questions? There are a few: 
Will the program lose its defensive identity? 
Can McElwain really swim with the recruiting 
sharks in the SEC? Is a nice-guy approach 
what's needed after the tumult of Muschamp’s 
reign? Nothing less than a return to national- 
title contention will be good enough. 


HOUSTON 


Gut: Tony Levine 
(David Gibbs coached bowl game) 
In: Tom Herman 

The Cougars came around defensively 
under Levine, but the offense tailed off from 
where it had been during Kevin Sumlin’s 
tenure. Herman's job is merely to restore 
every bit of the luster to UH football, and 
that means scoring big and, of course, 
producing high-octane quarterbacks. Herman 
has a QB battle on his hands in Year 1, which 
is familiar territory for a guy who coached up 
J.T. Barrett and Cardale Jones at Ohio State. 
Herman doesn’t have that sort of talent to 
work with, but his methods are proven. 


KANSAS 


Out: Charlie Weis (Clint Bowen was interim 
coach last eight games) 
In: David Beaty 

There's nowhere to go but up for Beaty in 
his first head coaching job, and his positive 
vibes can only help after a miserable 
Jayhawks run under the dour Weis. Will 
Beaty break through in recruiting? He’d 
better, because that’s why KU hired him. 
Retaining 2014 interim coach Clint Bowen as 
defensive coordinator was a wise move. Still, 
it’s hard to envision the Jayhawks climbing 
from the depths of the Big 12 anytime soon. 


MICHIGAN 
Out: Brady Hoke 
In: Jim Harbaugh 

There’s no reason to pretend this 
wasn't the grand-slam hire of all hires, 
right? Harbaugh reinvented the wheel at 
Stanford and then kicked it up a notch 
with the 49ers. No one else would have 
given Michigan fans reason to believe that 
toppling Urban Meyer and Ohio State is 
possible. The Buckeyes are far ahead of their 
rivals entering 2015, but watch the gap close 
quickly and dramatically. The Wolverines 
went tragically soft under Rich Rodriguez 
and then Hoke. Harbaugh will gnaw off his 
own khakis before he lets that continue. 


a nian 
Jim Harbaugh | Photo by Rick Osentoski-USA TODAY Sports 
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NEBRASKA 
Out: Bo Pelini 
(Barney Cotton coached bowl game) 
In: Mike Riley 

You might've noticed that Pelini wasn’t 
exactly warm and fuzzy. Riley is perhaps 
the most likeable person in this dog-eat-dog 
sport: Everybody loves the guy. So there’s 
that; Big Red Nation will like its new coach 
a whole lot. But will Riley continue — 
let alone improve upon — the program's 
maddening run of seven consecutive four- 
loss seasons? On the one hand, this hire was 
inspired by a desire for happiness, but don’t 
kid yourself: The program is desperate to 
move up in the Big Ten. It seems to point 
to a new reality for Huskers’ fans: Are they 
ready to deal with more also-ran seasons if 
their coach conducts himself well? Or will 
Riley show that nice guys can finish first? 


OREGON STATE 
Out: Mike Riley 
In: Gary Andersen 

Riley's fan base — which includes the 
media covering the program — will have 
to get used to a guy who doesn’t ooze 
friendliness, longing only to instill toughness 
in his team. Andersen's choice to leave 
Wisconsin for Corvallis remains befuddling 
from purely a football standpoint, but we get 
it; that part of the country is more Andersen's 
speed, and he'll have unadulterated power 
at OSU that he never was going to have in 
Madison. Lots of luck chasing the fellas from 
Eugene though. 


PITTSBURGH 
Out: Paul Chryst 
(Joe Rudolph coached bowl game) 
In: Pat Narduzzi 

Imagine that, a new football coach at 
Pittsburgh. At least Chryst gave the Panthers 
three seasons of stability, although those 
seasons reeked of .500 results. Meanwhile, 
Narduzzi, having dialed up Michigan State's 
defense as its coordinator, became one of 
the hottest assistants in the land. If Pitt was 
going to go the assistant route all along, 
Narduzzi would have to have been seen as 
a home run. But remember, this is his first 
time running a program. 


SMU 


Out: June Jones 
(Tom Mason was interim coach last 10 games) 
In: Chad Morris 

No-brainer alert: The Mustangs perked up 
with their hire. Morris is an offensive whiz 
whose wide-open style meshes beautifully 
with much of Texas’ high school scene. More 
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to the point, SMU — coming off a hideous 
1-11 campaign — needed a heavy dose of 
hope, and Morris provides that and then 
some. There will be a sizable leap in the 
AAC standings in Year 1. 


TROY 
Out: Larry Blakeney 
In: Neal Brown 

All Brown, a first-time head coach, has to 
do at Troy is create a new identity after the 
Trojans’ 24-year run under Larry Blakeney. And 
that'll be, well, hugely difficult. But Brown, 
only 35, is a real go-getter, having done solid 
work as offensive coordinator and quarterbacks 
coach at Texas Tech and Kentucky. Before that, 
he coached at Troy, so he shouldn't be out of 
his depth. This looks like an ideal fit. 


TULSA 
Out: Bill Blankenship 
In: Philip Montgomery 

If you like Art Briles — and who doesn't? 
— then you have to like this hire by Tulsa. 
Unlike Blankenship, who was a hugely 
successful high school coach in the city, 
Montgomery brings all the glitter of having 
called plays at Baylor during the Bears’ 
transformation from laughingstocks to 
college football titans. Tulsa’s horrendous 
performance the past two seasons might 
soon be forgotten. 


UNLV 


Out: Bobby Hauck 
In: Tony Sanchez 

Consider this a Vegas-style roll of the dice: 
Sanchez is a high school coach gone wild 
with an opportunity to hit it big — unless 
he flames out as so many previous UNLV 
leaders have. There are only so many Bishop 
Gorman players Sanchez can land, but that 
feels like a slight against the man and there's 
no reason yet to assume he’s not prepared 
for what awaits him. For now, the rest of the 
Mountain West remains unworried. 


WISCONSIN 


Out: Gary Andersen 
(Barry Alvarez coached bowl game) 
In: Paul Chryst 

Chryst was offensive coordinator for some 
of the best Badgers’ units on record, but one 
must ask — is he best-suited as an OC? The 
Pittsburgh years were uninspiring. Chryst 
doesn’t have the resume of Andersen, let 
alone that of Bret Bielema or Barry Alvarez. 
But he’s a Madison man, a native and an 
alum, and after surprisingly losing back- 
to-back coaches to other college programs, 
that’s worth something. 


COACHES ON 
THE HOT SEAT 


You have seen the hirings, what about 
the impeding firings? Start looking here: 


1. Mike London, Virginia — He's 
23-38 in five seasons, has had one 
winning record, has yet to beat Virginia 
Tech, and has seemed to misplace his 
offensive playbook. He's recruited well, 
but other than that ... 


2. Norm Chow, Hawaii — Getting 

a deserved chance at a head coaching 
job hasn't been all Chow — or the 
Warriors — hoped it would be as a likely 
last chapter to a great career. He's 8-29 
in three seasons. 


3. Paul Rhoads, Iowa State — 
Rhoads wants to be in Ames — which 
is much more than can be said of many 
of his predecessors — and a contract 
through 2021 provides a measure of 
protection. The 2-16 record in the 

Big 12 and season-opening losses to FCS 
schools in each of the past two seasons 
... well, those tell a different story. 


4, Tim Beckman, Illinois — He's 
gone from two to four to six wins in his 
three seasons with the Illini, so what's 
the problem? Thing is, you can only 
count maybe two of those victories as 
“decent,” and the 4-20 conference mark 
is hard to miss. Any kudos for eking 
into a bowl game last season was erased 
by a subsequent loss to Louisiana Tech, 


5, Willie Taggart, USF — He had to 
clean out his coordinators after last season, 
his second at the school, and that’s never 

a good sign to have to do that so soon. He 
needs his recruiting advantages to kick in 
.. Tight ... about ... now. 


6, Kirk Ferentz, Iowa — Hate to 
put him on the list, but the Hawkeyes 
missed a golden opportunity last season 
when they went 7-5 against a once-in-a- 
generation soft schedule, followed by a 
blowout bowl loss to Tennessee. Yes, we 
know his buyout is north of a cool $13 
million, but he keeps drifting closer to 
a breaking point after several seasons 

of not being particularly relevant. 


Others: Larry Fedora, North Carolina; 
Kevin Wilson, Indiana; Al Golden, 
Miami; Darrell Hazel, Purdue 
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WHO DOES IT BEST 
(OR WORST] 


Based on 2014 numbers ... 


Game pace: 
Fastest tempo: 
Baylor, 87.5 plays per game 


Slowest tempo: 
New Mexico, 61.25 plays per game 


Based just on number of plays, Baylor's 
players experienced nearly four more games 
of college football than the Lobos. Do we 
call that “value” or “a safety issue?” 


Longest average game: 
Baylor, 3:40 


Shortest average game: 
Old Dominion, 3:07 


Big plays: 
Most plays of 20-plus yards: 
Marshall, 111 


Most plays of 50-plus yards: 
Colorado State, 19 


Most yards per play: 
Marshall, 7.59 


Fewest yards per play: 
Wake Forest, 3.38 


Big paychecks: 
Most money per coach: 
SEC West; all seven coaches make 
more than $4 million per year. And yet 
someone will finish last. 


Best coaching staff value 
(via USA Today figures): 
Northern Illinois, $116,820 per win (11) 


Worst coaching staff value: 
Colorado, $2,302,000 per win (2) 


Pick ‘em: 
Best record vs. the spread: 
TCU, 11-2 


Worst record vs. the spread: 
UConn, 2-10 


Top la 
Non-Conference 
Games 


1, Oregon at Michigan State, Sept. 12 
— Spartans might need to plant some turf 
monsters in their grass to slow down the 
Ducks, because none of their defenders did in 
the second half of last year’s game in Eugene. 


2. Alabama vs. Wisconsin 
(Arlington), Sept. 5 — Offseason prayers 
said by Tide fans: Please don’t let us lose back- 
to-back games to the Big Ten, please don’t let 
us lose back-to-back games to the Big Ten ... 


3. Arizona State vs. Texas AEM 
(Houston), Sept. 5 — College football 
needs more — much, much more — of 
Pac-12 vs. SEC action, and this is what we're 
talking about. ASU's feisty new QB, Mike 
Bercovici, takes on one who got away from 
the Devils — A&M's Kyle Allen (Scottsdale). 


4. Notre Dame at Clemson, Oct. 3 — 
Given the location, this ranks as the Irish’s 
toughest test in a season of tough tests. 
Either team can make a legit playoff run. 


5. Michigan at Utah, Sept. 3 — Let's 
just get this Harbaugh party started. 


6. Ohio State at Virginia Tech, Sept. 7 
— OSU's title defense begins against the 
one team that tripped up the Buckeyes last 


season when J.T. Barrett was still getting his 
feet wet. Seems like sooooo long ago. 


7. USC at Notre Dame, Oct. 17 — Steve 
Sarkisian won his coaching debut in the rivalry 
last season, and Cody Kessler became the first 
quarterback to throw five scoring passes in 

a half against the Irish. ND’s D was far from 
healthy that afternoon, though, and the stakes 
should be much greater this time around. 


8. Oklahoma at Tennessee, Sept. 12 
— Young Vols weren't ready last year when 
they traveled to Norman in September, losing 
34-10. Could be a much different story this 
season. 


9. Texas at Notre Dame, Sept. 5 — It’s 
the Longhorns’ first trip to South Bend since 
1995, and it’s going to be in prime time. 
Let's do this more often, guys. 


10. Auburn vs. Louisville (Atlanta), 
Sept. 5 — Two teams kick the tires on 
promising quarterbacks, Auburn with Jeremy 
Johnson and Louisville with, presumably, 
Reggie Bonnafon. 


11. Georgia Tech at Notre Dame, 
Sept. 19 — Georgia Tech is coming off an 
11-win season, and its option attack, fueled 
by quarterback Justin Thomas, will be a firm 
test for the Irish defense. 


12. Nebraska at Miami, Sept. 19 — It's 
not your father's Miami-Nebraska game, but 
we can pretend, can’t we? 


Oregon vs. Michigan State | Photo by Scott Olmos-USA TODAY Sports 
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Alabama vs. Auburn | Marvin Gentry-USA TODAY Sports 


Top la 
Conference Games 


1, Alabama at Auburn, Nov. 28 — You 
want a College Football Playoff that has 
quarterfinals? How about one with a round 

of 16? That's basically what we're looking at 
here, as it’s perfectly likely both teams will 
be staring at a scenario in which it has to win 
the Iron Bowl, the SEC title game, a national 
semifinal and then the championship. 


2. Baylor at TCU, Nov. 27 — Let's go 
back five years. Baylor was coming off 14 
consecutive losing seasons since joining 

the Big 12. TCU was in the Mountain West 
Conference. What would have been the odds 
that this matchup would become THE rivalry 
in the Big 12? This series took a colossal leap 
forward last season in a 61-58 win for the 
Bears, a result that ultimately stiff-armed 
the Horned Frogs right out of the College 
Football Playoff while not doing enough for 
Baylor's cred. This rematch should have it all: 
The highest of stakes, revenge, bitterness ... 
all played out at neck-cracking speed. 


3. Ohio State at Michigan, Nov. 28 — 
Come for the rivalry, definitely stay for the 
postgame handshake. 


4. Alabama at Georgia, Oct. 3 — First 
trip Between the Hedges for the Tide since 
2008, which was three national titles ago 
for Nick Saban. Loser here has ample time 
to regroup for a run at the SEC title game, 
which is exactly what we expect to happen. 


5. USC at Gregon, Nov. 21 — Back on 
the cross-division schedule after a two- 
year hiatus, this could be the first of two 
meetings in a span of three weeks. 


6. Florida State at Clemson, Nov. 7 
— Tigers QB Deshaun Watson gets a second 


Your purchase of this Lindy’s 


Sports Preview includes 
exclusive digital access to 


crack at the ‘Noles, who stole one in OT last 
season in Tallahassee. Winner takes the 


ACC Atlantic. 

7. Michigan State at Ohio State, Nov. 21 A Weekly BUZZ 

— Last we checked, these are still the two is the official premium 

best teams in the Big Ten. y letter from Lindy’s Sports 
ee 3 

8. LSU at Alabama, Nov. 7 — This | Delivered exclusively to 

matchup rarely disappoints. And we'd be idy’s preview customers. 


| Each week’s edition gives fans 
the information they need to 
Stay on top of the game. 


happy if this was just half the classic of last 
year’s game. Alabama, after coughing up a 
late fumble inside the 10, ended up driving 
for a tying field goal, then went into Lane 
Kiffin’s bag of tricks to complete a 24-yard 
overtime pass to 304-pound Brandon Greene. 


You'll Receive: 
UV) Game Previews 
“Best of” Weekly Headlines 
Lindy’s Picks-to-Click 


9. Michigan State at Michigan, Oct. 17 
— Sparty has won six of the past seven 
meetings, and this is really the last chance 


for Big Blue fans to blame the coaching, as | Fantasy Tips 

in, “We would have won this game if that ; 

bleeping Hoke had recruited better.” \V, Upset of the Week 

10. TCU at Oklahoma, Nov. 21 — Given Simply go to 

the opponent and time of the season, this www.lindyssports.com/newsletter 
one has more implications for OU than the to sign up. 

Red River Showdown vs. Texas. TCU won 

37-33 last season with the help of a late FOR MORE 

a art ed INFORMATION VISIT 


11, Wisconsin at Nebraska, Oct. 10 
— Because someone has to win the Big Ten 
West, and two new coaches really want to 
do it. 


Gnbpss|\\\\!) com 


12. Georgia at Auburn, Nov. 14 — 
Let’s see what the Tigers have left in the 
tank, as this is the end of a four-game 
stretch that begins at Arkansas, vs. Ole Miss 
and at Texas A&M. 


6° a Pe 
BONUS: Arizona at Arizona State Nee ie tee. . 
(Nov. 21), UCLA at USC (Nov. 28): The Pac-12 “y GE A low Us oF / ” 
South isn’t quite the SEC West, but it’s close, Ut facebook 7 twitter 
and this late sequence of rivalry games a Zs | 
likely will tell the tale. 
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Muschamp, playing the Buck position, a with nine tackles (and, whoa, still earned 
play-making hybrid defensive end/outside honorable mention All-ACC honors from 


linebacker spot. Basically, the former No. the coaches), but underwent two knee 
1-rated high school defensive end will surgeries, the first for torn meniscus. He 
be this year’s college football version of was third-team All-ACC in 2013, and his 


Dante Fowler Jr., who manned the Buck for _ return helps give the Hokies perhaps the 
Muschamp last season at Florida. The Tigers’ _saltiest defense in the league. 
pass rush needs Lawson in a huge way, too; 


they had a mere 21 sacks last year. Braxton Miller, 0B, Ohio State — 
The Buckeyes showed last season that 
Luther Maddy, DT, Virginia Tech they don’t need Braxton Miller. Of course, 
* — He played in just the first four games, they want Braxton Miller. But it's going 


Comeback 
Kids 


Here are 15 players ready for launch in 
2015 after suffering major injuries in 2014: 


Bralon Addison, WR, Oregon — The 
Ducks made it all the way to the national 
championship game after being without 

one of their top playmakers all season. The 
speedy Addison suffered a torn ACL in the 
spring of 2014, on the heels of a sophomore 
season in which he caught 61 passes for 890 
yards and seven touchdowns. This spring, 
he shed plenty of rust. 


Kenny Bigelow, DT, USC — He was 

a top-10 recruit in 2013, then redshirted, 
then tore an ACL last summer during a 
voluntary workout. Bigelow, expected to be 
in the rotation in USC's three-man front, 
was limited to individual work this spring 
but looked fit at a trimmer 285 pounds. Not 
everyone can follow his diet, though. He 
said he lost three pounds just by cutting 
off his dreadlocks. 


Kenyan Drake, RB, Alabama — 

If you search “Kenyan Drake injury,” 
you'll be directed to a YouTube video 

that comes with this caution: “WARNING: 
graphic footage.” Yeah. It’s not pretty. 
That gruesome broken leg, suffered Oct. 4 
against Ole Miss, cost him the rest of the 
season, but he was well on his way back to 
100 percent in the spring. He's a much- 
needed second-stringer to Derrick Henry 
and/or a wideout for Lane Kiffin to use as 
he sees fit. 


Carl Lawson, DE, Auburn — * 
A Freshman All-American in 2013, he 

suffered a torn ACL last spring and sat les * a, 
out the 2014 season. He was back in a big 
way this spring for new coordinator Will 


aa 


Oregon Ducks wide receiver Bralon Addison | Photo by Jerome Miron-USA TODAY Sports 
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to be tricky, and he was still recovering 
from shoulder surgery during the spring, 
and rumors were swirling, and dang these 
print deadlines ... so, uh, check back at 
LindysSports.com as news breaks. 


Jamal Palmer, DE, Baylor — He 
played in five games last season before an 
ACL tear wiped out the rest of his season. 
The senior, a former honorable mention All- 
Big 12 pick, is healthy and ready to rejoin 
a loaded Bears front. 


Jabrill Peppers, S, Michigan — Heck 
of a departing gift left by Brady Hoke. 
Rated as the No. 3 prospect in the 2014 
class by 247Sports, Peppers played in three 
games last season before injuries piled up 
and he was able to take a redshirt. Jim 
Harbaugh will turn him loose all over the 
field and into the backfield as a multi- 
purpose weapon, and the coach offered the 
highest praise at the end of the spring, 
saying, “He's been A-plus.” 


Michael Rose-Ivey, LB, Nebraska 

— He set a school freshman record with 

66 tackles in 2013, including 49 in the 
final five games, but a knee injury in fall 
camp kept him on the sideline all of last 
season. He's working at an outside spot for 
coordinator Mark Banker, one of the best in 
the business. 


Deshaun Watson, QB, Clemson — 
The college football world is his. We only 
got a peek at what he could do before 

an ACL tear shut him down ... but that 
peek was spectacular. He completed 67.9 
percent of his passes (93 of 137) for 
1,466 yards, with 14 touchdowns and two 
interceptions. He added five touchdowns 
on the ground. 


Kelby Brown, LB; Braxton Deaver, 
TE, Duke — Each suffered ACL tears in 
August and were subsequently granted a 
sixth year of eligibility by the NCAA. That's 
found gold for David Cutcliffe, who gets back 
an All-ACC linebacker who had 114 tackles, 
including 11 for loss, in 2013, and a tight 
end who caught 46 passes for 600 yards that 
season. Cutcliffe said both should be 100 
percent in camp. 


Laquon Treadwell, WR; Denzel 
Nkemdiche, LB; Laremy Tunsil, 

OT, Ole Miss — Treadwell’s goal-line leg 
fracture was gruesome; Nkemdiche played in 
just seven games because of a broken ankle; 
Tunsil suffered a fractured leg in the bowl 
game. When healthy, all three are among the 
best in the nation at their positions. 
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WINNING IN FEBRUARY 


The industry standard for team recruiting rankings comes from the 247Sports' 
Composite, which equally balances the ratings from multiple major services, including, 
of course, its own. 

Since Alabama has been No. 1 in those composite rankings in each of the past five 
years, we had a pretty good idea which team was going to come out on top once we 
crunched the numbers for a longer snapshot of signing days, 2011 through 2015. After 
that, though ... well, let’s see what happened. 

OK, you have your usual suspects, and note that the top three teams account for 
the past four national championships. Aha! Recruiting rankings have predictive value! 
Who'd a thunk? 

But also note what you don’t see. No TCU. No Wisconsin. No Michigan State. There are 
always exceptions. Wonderful, happy, exceptions. 

When it comes to recruiting, we do love our sleeper stories — Arizona linebacker 
Scooby Wright and Colorado State’s Rashard Higgins to name two. Higgins, in the kind of 
false precision inherent to these kind of rankings, was tabbed as the 176th best receiver 
in the 2013 class, 175 spots below Laquon Treadwell. Not much difference now, right? 
"As a prognostication tool, the recruiting rankings often break down on an individual 
basis — because sometimes guys simply end up as Peaked In High School Rob Lowe — 
although a group of four- and five-star guys is probably going to end up beating your 
group of two- and three-stars. 

Check out the Top 25 teams for the past five years of recruiting, using the cumulative 
247Sports’ point value: 


RK. TEAM POINTS 
1. Alabama 1,558.69 
Ohio State 1,438.75 
3. ‘FloridaState 1,420.09 

LSU 1,387.33 
5. USC ee “ET 38277 a 
F Georgia 1,366.07 
7. Aubum 1,348.05 
8. Florida 1,334.08 
Notre Dame 1,327.39 
10. Texas 1,327.18 
ai. Clemson = 1,283.42 
12. Tennessee 1,267.41 
13. ‘Texas A&M 1,255.40 
14. Oklahoma 1,245.62 
15. Oregon 1,210.39 © 
16. Michigan 1,204.27 
7a ucen 1,198.67 
18. South Carolina 1,190.32 
19. Miami 1,185.16 
20. Ole Miss 1,176.85 
21. Stanford. 1,139.29 — 
22. Washington 1,088.52 
23. Nebraska 1,079.10 
24. Virginia Tech 1,071.09 


25. Mississippi State 1,070.01 —_—Nick Saban | Photo by Marvin Gentry-USA TODAY Sports 
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By the time NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell announced the first pick of the 
2015 NFL Draft, our pals at NFLDraftScout. 
com had long been scouting, evaluating, 
breaking down the next wave of 
prospects. A year away from the 2016 
draft, here is who they had as the top five 
seniors on their draft board at each major 
position group. Check out NFLDraftScout. 
com to see how it changes once the games 
begin. 


Duke Williams | Photo by RD Moore 
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SNEAK PEAK 


QUARTERBACK 
1. Connor Cook Michigan State 
2. Dak Prescott Mississippi State 
3. Trevone Boykin TCU 
4. Kevin Hogan _ Stanford 
5. Cody Kessler USC 
RUNNING BACK 
1. Devontae Booker Utah 
2. Byron Marshall Oregon 
3. Jonathan Williams Arkansas 
4, Tra Carson Texas A&M 
5. Keith Marshall Georgia 
WIDE RECEIVER 
1. Duke Williams Auburn 
2. Josh Doctson ; TCU 
3. Nelson Spruce Colorado 
4. Quinshad Davis North Carolina 
5. Leonte Carroo Rutgers 
TIGHT END 
1. Kyle Carter Penn State 
2. Dillon Gordon LsU 
3. Nick Vannett Ohio State 
4, Darion Griswold Arkansas State 
5. Jay Rome Georgia 
CENTER 
1. Max Tuerk USC 
_ 2. Isaac Seumalo ' Oregon State 
3. Mike Matthews Texas A&M 
4, Nick Martin Notre Dame 
5. Jake Brendel UCLA 
OFFENSIVE GUARD 
1. Vadal Alexander LSU 
2. Landon Tumer » North Carolina 
3. Christian Westerman Arizona State 
4. Cody Whitehair Kansas State 
5. Jordan Rigsbee California 
OFFENSIVE TACKLE 
1. Taylor Decker Ohio State 
2. Spencer Drango Baylor 
3. Tyler Johnstone Oregon 
4. Le’Raven Clark Texas Tech 
5. Tyler Marz Wisconsin 


DEFENSIVE END 


1. Shawn Oakman Baylor 
2. Shilique Calhoun = Michigan State 


3. DeForest Buckner Oregon 
4. Bronson Kaufusi Brigham Young 
5. Charles Tapper Oklahoma 
DEFENSIVE TACKLE 
1. Sheldon Day Notre Dame 
2. Adolphus Washington Ohio State 
3. Anthony Zettel Penn State 
4, Antwaun Woods USC 
5. Josh Tupou Colorado 
OUTSIDE LINEBACKER 
1. Jordan Jenkins Georgia 
2. Eric Striker Oklahoma 
3. Terrance Smith Florida State 
4, Joshua Perry Ohio State 
5. Dadi Nicolas Virginia Tech 
INSIDE LINEBACKER 
1. Reggie Ragland Alabama 
2. Rodney Hardrick Oregon 
3. Cassanova McKinzy Auburn 
4. Kentrell Brothers Missouri 


5. Reggie Northrup Florida State 


CORNERBACK 


1. Wayne Lyons Michigan 
2. Fabian Moreau UCLA 
3. Jonathan Jones Auburn 
4. Kevon Seymour usc 
5. Taveze Calhoun Mississippi State 
STRONG SAFETY 
1. Jeremy Cash Duke 
2. Karl Joseph West Virginia 
3. Michael Caputo Wisconsin 
4. Kenny Iloka TCU 
5. Isaiah Johnson South Carolina 
FREE SAFETY 
1. Jalen Mills LSU 
2. Jamal Golden Georgia Tech 
3. Kodi Whitfield Stanford 
4. Deon Bush _ Miami 
5. LaDarrell McNeil Tennessee 
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NATIONAL RECRUITING 


National Top 25 
By Barton Simmons 


1. Alabama 


For the unprecedented fifth consecutive year, Alabama 
landed the No. 1 class in the country and this time around Nick Saban did it with 
six 247Sports Composite five-stars, more than any other program. He also did it 
with a diverse geographical mix. 


Calvin Ridley out of Fort Lauderdale was the nation's top receiver and the high- 
est ranked player for the Tide at No. 11 overall. Blake Barnett comes in as the 
nation’s No. 2 pro-style quarterback all the way from southern California. The Tide 
landed two of the top five cornerbacks with Kendall Sheffield out of Texas and 
Minkah Fitzpatrick out of New Jersey, both five-stars as well. More running back 
reinforcements are also on the way with the No. 1 running back in the country — 
Damien Harris — picking Alabama over his home-state Wildcats of Kentucky. 


Even despite all of those elite skill players, the strength of this version of No. 1 
for Alabama may be on the offensive interior. One year after bringing in a lot of 
edge tackle talent, Alabama brought in the nation’s best crop of interior linemen 
with four of the nation’s top 20 offensive guards. Included in that group is Dallas 
Warmack, the younger brother of current Tennessee Titan Chance Warmack. 
In addition, Richie Petitbon and Lester Cotton are the nation’s fifth and fourth 
ranked guards respectively. 


For the second consecutive year, Steve Sarkisian had a 
near perfect finish to his recruiting class and this time it nearly resulted in 
the nation’s top class. USC finished No. 2 by the narrowest of margins in 
the history of modern recruiting so this class features plenty of No. 1 
characteristics, 

Among those characteristics, USC was able to land the No.1 cornerback in the 
country according to 247Sports Composite in Iman “Biggie” Marshall, Marshall 
is the No. 4 player overall and committed to the Trojans on National Signing Day 
in a music video, Marshall was joined on Signing Day with announcements from 
five-star defensive tackle Rasheem Green and Top100 linebacker John Houston 
for USC. Houston is part of the top linebacking class in the country. 


In addition to the long, athletic Houston, USC signed the two best players in 
Utah, both elite linebackers. Porter Gustin was the No. 4 outside linebacker in the 
country and at 6-5, 245 pounds, he could play almost any position on the field. 
Osa Masina was the No. 3 linebacker in the country and can do it all on either 
side of the ball as well, 


Other highlights of the class include the nation’s No. 1 offensive guard, Chuma 
Edoga, choosing USC all the way from Georgia, as well as two four-star Army 
All-American quarterbacks in Ricky Town and Sam Darnold. In total, USC had 
11 U.S. Army All-American's in 2015, 


Even as talented as Florida State's roster has become under 
Jimbo Fisher, this 2015 class has several players that could see the field 
immediately for the Seminoles and no one is more ready than five-star safety 
Derwin James. At 6-2, 201 pounds, James is athletically gifted as any skill player 
in the nation for the class of 2015 and good enough to compete for a starting job 
as a true freshman. 


Just as talented, though maybe not as college ready, is Virginia native Josh 
Sweat who brings as much edge athleticism as any pass-rusher in the country. 
Sweat and James are two of the four five-stars heading to Tallahassee, with 
the other two being big-bodied athletic wide receiver George Campbell and 
6-3 cornerback Tarvarus McFadden. 


The quarterback position was well-addressed for Florida State as well as 
Jimbo Fisher looks to add depth following the departure of Jameis Winston to the 
NFL. Deondre Francois was the No. 3 pro-style quarterback in the country and 
De'Andre Johnson was one of the state of Florida’s most productive quarterbacks 
over the last four years. 


Other major talents who should be factors down the road for Florida State 
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include Top100 offensive tackle Abdul Bello, a 6-6, 295-pound mammoth talent, 
as well as running back Jacques Patrick, who at 6-2, 230-pounds can step in to 
provide a powerful complement to Dalvin Cook. 


4. Tennessee 


While the verdict is still out as to what kind of success Butch 
Jones can bring to Tennessee on the field, all doubt is gone as to what Jones can 
do on the recruiting trail. Jones upped his 2014 Top 10 class with a Top 5 finish in 
2015, and he did it while addressing all the remaining talent voids on the current 
roster. 


While the 2014 class was heavy on skill talent, 2015 brings some of the best 
line of scrimmage prospects in the country to Knoxville and five-star defensive 
tackle Kahlil McKenzie out of California leads the way. McKenzie at 6-3, 354 
pounds will be a force on the defensive line for the Vols, eating up blockers and 
affecting the entire defense. Also on the line of scrimmage will be Nashville native 
Kyle Phillips, who emerged as one of the nation’s top defensive linemen late in 
the process. He will complement Derek Barnett nicely. Four-star offensive tackles 
Drew Richmond and Jack Jones were the two best offensive linemen in Tennes- 
see and should immediately bolster the offensive front as well. 


Another area that Tennessee needed to add talent was at quarterback and with 
the additions of Jauan Jennings, Quinten Dormady and Sheriron Jones, the Vols 
are landing a rare class of three four-star quarterbacks. To top it off, Tennessee 
got the No. 2 junior college prospect in the country, former Alabama running back 
Alvin Kamara. We expect Kamara to impact the Tennessee offense immediately. 


In recent years, LSU has come to be known as a destination 
for elite defensive back and running back talent and that holds true in the 2015 
Class for the Tigers. Kevin Toliver Il, out of Jacksonville, continues LSU's tradition 
of big, athletic cornerbacks, bringing his 6-2 frame to Baton Rouge as the No. 2 
cornerback in the nation. New Orleans native Donte Jackson doesn't have that 
kind of size, at 5-11, but he has unmatched speed and athleticism. He'll join 
Toliver in that always talented defensive backfield. 

At running back, LSU has accumulated three Top247 backs, all with the size 
and power that has become the standard in Death Valley, David Ducre (5-11/238), 
Derrius Guice (5-11/213) and Nick Brossette (6-0/210) are all elite next-level 
prospects that can run through or around defenses. 


Tyron Johnson brings size to the Tigers as well, but he brings it to the outside 
as a wide receiver. If LSU can find some quarterback play, Johnson should be 
a dynamic threat on the outside under Cam Cameron. The protection should be 
there. You won't find two better-looking offensive line prospects than 6-6, 305 
pound Chidi Valentine-Okeke and 6-4.5, 340-pound guard Maea Teuhema. 


6. Georgia 


In a year that was absolutely loaded with big-time defensive 
line talent, the best of the bunch was south Georgia monster Trent Thompson. 
Thompson and his No. 1 ranking nationally stayed in state, signing with Georgia 
and ensuring that Mark Richt would bring home a Top 10 class for the second 
straight year. 


Along with Thompson, Georgia added the No. 5 strongside defensive end 
(Jonathan Ledbetter) and the No. 5, 8, 9 and 15th ranked weakside defensive 
ends (Natrez Patrick, D’Andre Walker, Chauncey Rivers, Michael Barnett), With 
outside linebacker Roquan Smith added to the mix, defensive coordinator Jeremy 
Pruitt's front seven should be in great hands moving forward. 


One of the most college-ready players to join the Georgia roster will be Columbia 
(Tenn.) Central tight end Jackson Harris, The 6-6, 250-pound prospect is not only 
an athletic pass catcher, but he’s willing and able to block in the run game as well. 
While he may not be quite the college-ready talent that Harris is, Terry Godwin is 
a name to know as well. As versatile and athletic as any prospect in the country, 
Godwin is the nation’s top athlete and can play either side of the ball in Athens. 
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7. Ohio State 


While the significant bump from their national championship 
run should come in the 2016 class, Urban Meyer and the Buckeyes did plenty of 
work in 2015 to position themselves for several more runs at a title. 


After a season in which three quarterbacks played at All-American levels for 
Ohio State, it’s only fitting that two more four-stars are on their way to Columbus. 
Fort Lauderdale native Torrance Gibson may be the most athletic quarterback 
in the country and will be a great fit for Urban Meyer's offense, but there weren't 
many quarterbacks anywhere in the country that were more efficient and produc- 
tive than in-state four-star Joe Burrow. Between the two, the depth at the position 
just keeps piling under Urban Meyer. 


We love the way Ohio State evaluated at the defensive back position with guys 
like Denzel Ward and Joshua Norwood being stowaway players that can develop 
into NFL-type talents as they get bigger and stronger. The same can be said 
at offensive line. Ohio State recruited mass, size and upside up front with 6-9, 
305-pounder Kevin Feder being the biggest and Army All-American guard 
Matthew Burrell being maybe the most physically ready. 


At linebacker, the nation’s No. 2 outside linebacker Justin Hilliard is joined 
by the No. 4 athlete in the country Jerome Baker as athletic front-seven talents, 
but the best of the class may be Cleveland St. Ignatius defensive end Dre’Mont 
Jones who was a standout in the U.S. Army All-American Game. 


Quietly Clemson has established itself as one of the top 
recruiting programs in the country under Dabo Swinney and the 2015 effort was 
as strong as any for the Tigers. With the No. 2 wide receiver in the country in 
Deon Cain and the No, 7 athlete in the country in Ray Ray McCloud III, Clemson 
has continued its incredible success recruiting elite skill players out of Florida, but 
the Tigers expanded to new territory as well with the signing of five-star defensive 
tackle Christian Wilkins out of Connecticut. 


More regionally, Clemson found success in Georgia with Mitch Hyatt, the No. 2 
offensive tackle in the country, and Austin Bryant, the No. 12 weakside defensive 
end. It also won a battle or two with rival South Carolina, most notably for defen- 
sive back Mark Fields. Fields was one of the top commits in South Carolina's 
2015 class before decommitting and choosing the Tigers. 


Out of Virginia, linebacker Chad Smith is one of the most athletic defenders in 
the entire class regardless of position, and Clelin Ferrell is a 6-5 edge-rusher to 
complement Wilkins in the middle. 


Clemson looks all set at quarterback for a couple of years with Deshaun Watson 
under center, but that should give super-productive in-state talent Kelly Bryant 
some time to develop. At 6-4, 200-plus pounds with athleticism, Bryant has the 
tools. 


Alate recruiting push buoyed by the arrival of defensive 
coordinator Will Muschamp helped push the Tigers into the national Top 10 on 
Signing Day — and much of that push was thanks to a strong close in the state of 
Florida. Within that close, Auburn signed Seffner (Fla.) Armwood defensive end 
Byron Cowart, the No. 3 player in the country and No. 1 weakside defensive end. 
Cowart is also the first guy you want walking off the bus on any team. 


Along with Cowart, Auburn's late surge in the state of Florida included pickups 
from a phenomenal pass-rushing outside linebacker in Jeffery Holland, a dynamic 
slot receiver in Ryan Davis and one of the fastest prospects in the nation in two- 
way threat Javarius Davis. 


Cowart is as college ready as anyone in the country, but Auburn also landed a 
prospect that has as much or more upside than any other prospect in the country. 
Prince Tega Wanogho Jr. is 6-8, 250 pounds, with elite athleticism, who is only 
one year in to the sport of football. He reclassified late from the class of 2016 
to the class of 2015. The defensive end is the kind of physical freak that could 
develop into a Shawn Oakman-type of talent down the line. 
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Five-star junior college running back Jovon Robinson, Top100 athlete Kerryon 
Johnson, and athletic in-state linebacker Richard McBryde are all headline-worthy 
signees as well that could be early playing-time types. 


After Texas A&M began to take the state away from the 
Longhorns over the past two years on the recruiting trail, Charlie Strong reclaimed 
some footing in 2015. One of the biggest turning points for Texas was the 
commitment of five-star linebacker Malik Jefferson, the best outside linebacker in 
the 2015 class and a freakish athlete. A longtime Texas A&M lean, Jefferson 
symbolized a turing point for Texas and it foreshadowed a slew of big-time 
in-state pickups late. 

After Jefferson's commitment, a flurry of late pickups followed. Four-star Dallas 
linebacker Anthony Wheeler joined Jefferson to form one of the more athletic line- 
backer duos in the country. Holton Hill and Kris Boyd are two of the best in-state 
defensive backs in the 2015 class, and Chris Warren is a 6-2, 240-pound running 
back that happens to have elite speed as well. 


Quarterback continues to be a point of emphasis for Charlie Strong and of- 
fensive coordinator Shawn Watson and the 2015 class saw the Longhorns steal 
Florida State commit Kai Locksley to answer that question. 


Strong also dipped into his old Florida stomping ground to land four elite 
prospects led by Tallahassee wide receiver John Burt, the No. 14 wideout in the 
nation. 


Texas A&M 


The Aggies just missed out on another Top 10 class but still 
managed to hit on some crucial pieces in taking the next step under Kevin Sumiin. 
Most notably, another elite quarterback is heading to College Station in Kyler 
Murray. The No. 1 dual-threat quarterback in the country, Murray accumulated 
more than 10,000 passing yards and 4,000 rushing yards over the course of his 
high school career, as well as 186 total touchdowns. 


As exciting as those quarterbacks are though, more important for Texas A&M 
was the addition they were able to garner on the defensive front. Five-star defen- 
sive tackle Daylon Mack is the kind of force up front on defense that the Aggies 
have been missing. Also on defense, the Aggies added two elite safeties in Justin 
Dunning and Larry Pryor and a U.S. Army All-American on the defensive line in 
James Lockhart. 


While the defense is getting upgrades, the offense is getting reinforcements. 
Arizona native Christian Kirk is may be the top slot receiver in the country and 
should be very productive immediately for the Aggies. We also think that Keaton 
Sutherland is an offensive tackle that has a shot to continue Texas A&M's trend 
of putting offensive tackles into the first round of the NFL draft. 


With the departure of Brett Hundley to the NFL and the 
quarterback job wide open, UCLA's most important piece of the 2015 puzzle came 
in the form of quarterback Josh Rosen, a rare talent that has a legit opportunity to 
win the starting job as a true freshman. Rosen has size, arm talent, functional 
athleticism and he is an early enrollee that has spent the spring in Westwood. 

He was ranked by 247Sports Composite as the No. 1 quarterback in the nation. 

Though Rosen is homegrown out of southern California, the rest of the class 
has a very national feel. Soso Jamabo out of Plano West High School in Texas 
comes in as the No. 2 running back in the country, Chris Clark out of Connecticut 
brings his 6-6 frame in as the No. 2 tight end in the country. Josh Wariboko out 
of Oklahoma, Fred Ulu-Perry out of Hawaii and Andre James out of Utah are all 
four-stars adding depth to the Bruins’ developing offensive line. 

The two other signature signings for this class were more local. Keisean 


Lucier-South is a five-star defensive end that has elite pass rushing ability 
and DeChaun Holiday is a cornerback with safety size who can cover. 
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From the quarterback on down, Notre Dame got some of the 
best in the country in its 2015 class. Brandon Wimbush is ranked by 247Sports 
Composite as the No. 3 dual-threat quarterback in the country but there isn’t a 
better arm anywhere. When the 6-2, 205-pounder flipped his commitment from 
Penn State to Notre Dame, that put a huge stamp on the Irish’s class. 


The talent around Wimbush starts up front on both sides of the ball with Tristen 
Hoge, the nephew of former NFL running back Merril Hoge checking in as the 
nation’s No. 1 center. On defense, Jerry Tillery out of Shreveport, La., is the 
No. 11 offensive tackle in the country but will start out on the defensive side of 
the ball for the Irish, At 6-6, 308 pounds, Tillery has rare athleticism. 


A four-star trio of Tevon Goney, Josh Barajas and Asmar Bilal add elite depth 
to the Notre Dame linebacking corps, while Dexter Williams adds dynamic 
athleticism at running back. Aliz’e Jones brings matchup issues for defenses at 
the tight end position as the nation’s No. 1 tight end in 2015 and keep an eye on 
CJ Sanders as an undersized but productive and polished wide receiver. 


14. Penn State 


As James Franklin continues to put his stamp on the Penn 
State program from a recruiting standpoint, a focus has been placed on winning 
the home state and winning the home region. In 2015, Penn State was able to 
accomplish that. In the state of Pennsylvania, the staff extended 14 offers in the 
2015 class. Twelve of those prospects are heading to Happy Valley this fall. 
That's a dominating effort. 


Among those 12 signees, running back Saquon Barkley, defensive end Ryan 
Buchholz, linebacker Jake Cooper and cornerback John Reid are among the 
prospects expected to have the biggest impact. Barkley emerged on the camp 
circuit after his junior season and then had a monster senior season. Cooper and 
Buchholz also put together outstanding senior efforts on film, while Reid was one 
of the most productive prospects over the course of his career in the state. 


As effective as Penn State was in recruiting the high school ranks, maybe its 
most important recruit came from junior college. Paris Palmer at 6-8, 300-plus 
pounds may be an instant contributor as Penn State tries to shore up an offen- 
sive line that was a weakness during the 2014 season. 


From outside the state, Garrett Taylor was one of the nation’s most highly 
recruited comerbacks out of Virginia and Juwan Johnson out of New Jersey 
may be the most physically imposing receiver body in this class. 


15. Oklahoma 


With eight prospects enrolling early at Oklahoma there are 
several early impact candidates that could emerge out of the 2015 effort for Bob 
Stoops and perhaps none are more capable of making a splash than Dede 
Westbrook out of Blinn Community College. Westbrook led the nation in 
receiving as a JUCO sophomore and has the kind of route-running ability and 
maturity to be a factor immediately. 


One prospect that we don’t expect to contribute right away is defensive tackle 
signee Neville Gallimore. The U.S. Army All-American and 247Sports Top100 
prospect hails from Canada and injured his knee in the winter. He will be in 
recovery and rehab mode through the spring and summer, but long term there 
may not be a defensive lineman in this class with more upside. 

In terms of upside, Oklahoma has landed prospects all over the field worth a 
mention. Will Sunderland is a 6-3 safety with elite speed and athleticism who 
has a chance to add weight and grow into a scary back-end defender. Defensive 
lineman Gabriel Campbell out of Yazoo City Mississippi is a massive athlete who 
eamed a four-star grade on 247Sports based purely on upside. Meanwhile Dahu 
Green is an in-state find that could be a big-time wide receiver at 6-4, 205 pounds. 


O 


OREGON 


16. 


More speed and length are heading to Eugene to ensure 
that Oregon teams of the future look very similar to the high-scoring Oregon 
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teams of the recent past. Taj Griffin out of Powder Springs (Ga.) McEachern was 
the No. 1 all-purpose back in the country according to the 247Sports Composite 
rankings and has DeAnthony Thomas big-play ability. Five-star defensive end 
Canton Kaumatule, at 6-7 290, is a carbon copy of Arik Armstead. Offensive 
tackle Brady Aiello at six-foot-six could be the next Jake Fisher on the offensive 
line based on length and athleticism. 

The quarterback of the future looks similar to the quarterbacks of the past as 
well. Anaheim (Calif.) Servite U.S. Army All-American Travis Waller rushed for 
more than 2,000 yards and 26 touchdowns in his final two high school seasons, 
while also passing for close to 3,500 yards. 


The common theme for Oregon once again though is speed and length. Eight 
signees in the 2015 class are 6-5 or taller. In Griffin, and fellow all-purpose backs 
Kirk Merritt and Malik Lovette there isn't a man among them that runs slower 
than a 4.4 40-yard dash and even 6-3 safety Dylan Kane is a 100-meter champion 
out of Hawaii. 


For the second consecutive year, Ole Miss landed one 
of the top offensive guards in the nation out of its own state, this time with Javon 
Patterson. Patterson, ranked as the No. 3 offensive guard in the country per 
247Sports Composite and will join Roderick Taylor who was ranked No. 2 at the 
position one year earlier. 

Patterson enrolled early at Ole Miss and was joined by four JUCO commits as 
early enrollees. Included in that group was the nation’s No. 1 JUCO defensive 
tackle in D.J. Jones, as well as the nation’s No. 1 JUCO CB in Tony Bridges. Even 
those guys aren't as important as the arrival of Chad Kelly from East Mississippi 
Community College. The Clemson bounce-back will arrive with an opportunity to 
be an answer at quarterback for the Rebels as Hugh Freeze looks to replace 
Bo Wallace at the quarterback position. 


If he wins the job, Kelly will inherit a talented roster of receivers that is only get- 
ting stronger with the arrival of the class of 2015. Damarkus Lodge out of Cedar 
Hill, Texas and Van Jefferson out of Brentwood, Tenn., constitute one of the better 
wide receiver tandems in the country in this class. 


Other prospects that we're bullish on include offensive tackle Alex Givens, 
safety Armani Linton and quarterback Jason Pellerin, an extremely talented kid 
that just needs some time to develop under center. 


Mississippi State 


While some programs try to reinvent themselves on the 
recruiting trail, Dan Mullen continues to focus on the approach that led to a 
breakout season in 2014. That approach consists of recruiting extremely well 
in the state of Mississippi, its border states and the junior college ranks. With the 
2015 effort, the Bulldogs did just that, landing 12 in-state commits and another 
four Mississippi JUCO signees. Among that JUCO group, electric speedster 
Donald Gray leads the way along with the No. 1 junior college offensive tackle 
Martinas Rankin. 


From the high school ranks, a foundation of four-star LB Leo Lewis, Army 
All-American safety Jamal Peters and athletic defensive end Fletcher Adams will 
bring Mississippi State elite playmakers at all three levels of the defense. Joining 
the 6-3 frame of Peters, there is length all over the secondary in this 2015 group 
with 6-1 comerback Chris Stamps and 6-3 safety Mark McLaurin also roaming 
the back end. 


Offensively, the Bulldogs are bringing in dynamic, explosive athletes led by 
Memphis athlete Deddrick Thomas and Jackson-area standout Malik Dear. 
At running back Nick Gibson is a thick, powerful back coming in alongside 
all-purpose back Keith Mixon. 


19. 


What was once a top 10 class lost some luster late in the 
process as the Gamecocks dealt with numerous late decommitments. Still, 
Steve Spurrier was able to reel in a top-20 class and with it comes one of the elite 
defensive prospects in the junior college system for the 2015 cycle. Marquavius 


South Carolina 
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Lewis at 6-4, 266 pounds comes to Columbia as the No. 3 JUCO prospect in the 
country and the No. 1 strongside defensive end. He won't be alone up front, as 
six-foot-4, 302-pound DE Dexter Wideman — a 2014 signee for South Carolina 
— re-signed in 2015 as a prep school prospect and is the nation's No. 1 prep 
school recruit. With Dante Sawyer and Shameik Blackshear included in the 
class, South Carolina is getting four four-star level defensive linemen to add to its 
defense. 


Though it wasn't a big group, South Carolina found some big bodies on the 
offensive line — Offensive guard Trey Derouen; 6-7 offensive tackle Blake 
Camper; 6-7, offensive tackle Christian Pellage, and the best of the bunch, 6-5, 
315-pounder Zack Bailey, combine to bring a lot of beef to the line of scrimmage 
on the offensive side in Columbia. 


If you're looking for an emerging power on the recruiting 
trail, look in the direction of Tempe and Arizona State. The Pac-12 has 
collectively been on the rise from a talent accumulation perspective and Arizona 
State is one of the drivers of that boon. In 2015, the crown jewel is U.S. Army 
All-American quarterback Brady White. The four-star is one of two elite arms 
that offensive coordinator Mike Norvell is bringing in, with the other being a very 
talented prospect in his own right, in-state talent Bryce Perkins, 

On the national front, Arizona State also dipped into Louisiana for a talented 
defensive end named Jalen Bates and got all the way to Virginia for four-star 
Amy All-American Jaason Lewis. Even Tennessee had a Sun Devil footprint with 
a pickup from late-rising cornerback Kareem Orr out of Chattanooga. 


Ultimately this class was driven by a strong California presence though and 
Arizona State was able to land some of the truly elite California prospects, 
namely jumbo athlete Jay Jay Wilson, linebacker Khaylan Thomas and defensive 
end Joseph Wicker. All were four-stars and all have a chance to be special. 


In the weeks leading up to National Signing Day, Florida's 
recruiting class under first-year head coach Jim McElwain was ranked dead last 
in the SEC and well outside the national top 50. That Florida landed inside the 
Top 25 is a testament to the close that Florida's new staff was able to put 
together down the stretch. 


That home-stretch close was spearheaded by two huge commitments that 
weren't announced until Signing Day: Martez Ivey (the top offensive tackle in the 
country and the No. 2 player overall) and CeCe Jefferson (the No. 2 strongside 
defensive end in the country and No. 7 player overall). Those two five-stars had 
long been considered Florida leans, but needed an excuse to commit to the 
Gators. McElwain gave them that excuse and ultimately they turned a good class 
into potentially a great one. 


Other big gets down the stretch for Florida included former Miami RB commit 
out of powerhouse St. Thoams Aquinas HS, Jordan Scarlett, four-star Miami 
native Jordan Cronkrite, Tallahassee four-star athlete D'Anfernee McGriff and 
maybe the sleeper of the class Jabari Zuniga. 


22. Michigan State 


With Mark Dantonio at the helm, Michigan State typically 
brings in modest recruiting classes that produce big-time results on the field and 
in the NFL draft. This top 25 effort features a group that could have that same 
kind of upside. 

One prospect that will have a hard time outplaying his ranking is Larry Scott 
out of Hubbard, Ohio and that’s only because he comes in ranked as a borderline 
five-star. The 6-2, 230-pound bruiser has the look of a productive feature back in 
the Big Ten that can set the tone for an offense. 


Two other tone-setters coming to East Lansing will be at home on the line 
of scrimmage with Detroit's Kyonta Stallworth and Chicago's Raequan Williams. 
The 6-4, 276-pound Stallworth is a physical offensive line presence, while 
Williams is a late-rising athletic defensive tackle, Both were ranked in the 
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Top 20 nationally at their position. 


At the quarterback position, Brian Lewerke is a big, smooth, accurate passer 
out of Phoenix, Ariz., and his future primary target, 6-2 Felton Davis II! out of Vir- 
ginia, should combine for a lot of downfield connections over the next few years. 


23. 


In the 2015 edition of Bret Bielema’s transformation of the 
Arkansas football program, we see an unprecedented influx of talent at the tight 
end position. 

Offensive line has become a strength in Fayetteville and tight end is just an 
extension of that. With three of the top 20 tight ends in the country part of this 
class, we think all three have NFL upside. Will Gragg (6-4/245), C.J. O’Grady 
(6-4/230) and Austin Cantrell (6-4/249) are all big bodies, with frames that can 
create matchup problems as both blockers and receivers. 


Despite the tight end talent coming in, Bielema didn’t neglect the true offensive 
linemen either. Six-foot-6 in-state talent Colton Jackson could be a local steal, 
while Jalen Merrick out of New Smyrna Beach, Fla., was the national recruiting 
win for the Hogs. 


On the defensive line Hjalte Froholdt brings a big 6-4, 280-pound frame to the 
line of scrimmage to add a physical presence up front and Jamario Bell, from an 
athleticism, size and upside standpoint could be one of the top long-term names to 
emerge from this group. We think the Razorbacks found themselves a major steal 
out of Georgia as well in defensive end TJ. Smith who dominated for the best 
team in Georgia as a senior. 


Arkansas 


Stanford 


- Stanford has become very much a national brand over the 
course of the last 10 years and this 2015 class is a great illustration of that 
national draw. Thirteen different states are represented within David Shaw's 22 
signees and they come from every geographical corner: New Jersey to Ohio to 
Tennessee, Florida, Utah, Louisiana and Washington. Of course, California is also 
well represented with precise route-runner Trent Irwin and big cornerback Frank 
Buncom IV coming in as the highest ranked commits in the 2015 class. 


While Stanford is no stranger to Louisiana, the Cardinal beat out LSU and other 
regional powers for safety Justin Reid with the help of a local celebrity. Reid is 
the younger brother of San Francisco 49ers safety and former LSU standout Eric 
Reid. His brother's familiarity with the area no doubt helped Stanford land one of 
the biggest steals of the 2015 class. 


Along with Buncom and Reid, Stanford added Ben Edwards out of Florida and 
Quenton Meeks out of the San Diego area to put together what was quietly one of 
the best defensive back classes in the country. 


25: Missouri 


The Tigers are always unearthing recruiting gems and 
turning them into NFL talents and this year we think they found one of their 
biggest sleepers yet...literally. At 6-7, 220-pounds, wide receiver Justin Smith out 
of Dublin (Ga.) West Laurens could be a phenomenal mismatch on the outside in 
the Tigers spread offense. Nobody is talking about him, but he could be one of the 
top talents in this Missouri class. 

The guy everyone is talking about is five-star defensive tackle Terry Beckner 
Jr,, and rightly so. Beckner is an East St. Louis (III) High School product and was 
ranked by 247Sports Composite as the No. 3 defensive tackle in the country in 
a phenomenal year at the position. On the other side of the ball, junior college 
offensive tackle Malik Cuellar could compete for early playing time on the line of 
scrimmage. 

The defensive sleeper to watch is Terez Hall out of Lithonia (Ga.) Martin Luther 
King. The 6-3, active, athletic linebacker was a late riser on the recruiting trail and 
we think he's an impact guy. 

At quarterback, Gary Pinkel got his man. Army All-American Drew Lock is 6-3 
with a great frame, a great arm and great athleticism. He’s a high major basketball 
recruit but has NFL talent under center. 
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100 FOR 2015 


EZ INCOMING 


FRESHMEN 
TOP 100 PLAYERS 


Rk. Name Pos Ht Wt. — High School/Hometown School 


1, Trent Thompson DT__6-2.5 313 Westover (Albany, GA) Georgia 


Rk. Name Pos Ht Wt School 
47. Roquan Smith OLB 6-2 207 
48. Preston Williams WR 6-4 191 


49. John Houston OLB 6-3 211 


High School/Hometown 


Macon County Monte, GA)_Geoga_ 


Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) 

50._Breiden Fehoko OT 6-3 290 on (Honolulu, Hi) = xa — 
51. Taj Griffin APB 5-10 175 McEachern (Powder Springs, GA) Oregon 

52. Javon Patterson OG __6-2.5 317 __ Petal (Petal, MS) _ Ole Miss” 
53._ Shy Tuttle DT 6-3 320 _North Davidson (Lexington, NC) Tennessee 


54. Lester Cotton 0G 6-4 325 Central Sch (Tuscaloosa, AL| 
55. Drew Richmond OT 6-5 310 Memphis University School (Memphis, TN) _ Tennessee 


2. Martez Ivey OT _6-5.5 275 Apopka (Apopka, FL) Florida 
3._ Byron Cowart SDE 6-4 250 Armwood (Seffner, FL) Auburn 
4. Iman Marshall CB_ 6-1 190 Long Beach Poly (Long Beach, CA) USC __ 
5. Derwin James $ 6-2 201 Haines City Senior (Haines City, FL) _Florida State 


6. Kahlil McKenzie DT__6-3 354 Clayton Valley (Concord, CA) Tennessee 
7. CeCe Jefferson SDE 6-2 275 Baker County Senior (Glen Saint Mary, FL) Florida 


56. Donte Jackson ATH 5-11 164 Riverdale 


61. Jerome Baker ATH 6-2 203 Benedictine (Cleveland, OH) _ Ohio State 


8. Kevin Toliver Il CB 6-2 185 Trinity Christian Academy (Jacksonville, FL) LSU 
9. Josh Sweat WDE 6-5 240 Oscar Smith (Chesapeake, VA) Florida State 


62._Aliz’e Jones TE _6-4.5 218 Bishop Gorman (Las Vi 
. Leo Lewis ILB_ 6-3 225 Brookhaven (Brookhaven, MS) 


10._ Malik Jefferson OLB 6-25 215 Poteet (Mesquite, TX) Texas 
11. Calvin Ridley WR_ 6-0 170 Monarch (Pompano Beach, FL) Alabama 


._ Richie Petitbon_ ; ’ = 


12. Josh Rosen PRO 6-4 205 St. John Bosco (Beliflower, CA) UCLA 


. Deondre Francois PRO 6-1 195 IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) Florida State 
: orgia 
- Brady White 


13. Terry Beckner Jr. OT __6-4_293 East St. Louis (East Saint Louis, IL) Missouri 


14. Daylon Mack OT 6-1 330 _ Gladewater (Gladewater, TX) Texas A&M 
15. Tarvarus McFadden CB 6-2 198 American Heritage (Fort Lauderdale, FL) Florida State 


PRO 6-0.5 180 Hart (Newhall, CA) Arizona State 
CB 6-3 195 Mission Hills (San Marcos,CA) UCLA 
._ Jacob Daniel 


16. Canton Kaumatule SDE 6-7 290  Punahou (Honolulu, HI) Oregon 
17. Keisean Lucier-South WDE 6-4 208 Lutheran - Orange County (Orange,CA) UCLA 
18. Deon Cain WR 6-1.5 194 Tampa Bay Tech (Tampa, FL) Clemson 


19. George Campbell WR 6-3 184 East Lake (Tarpon Springs, FL) Florida State 


DT 6-4 310 Clovis North (Clovis, CA) USC 


._ Jake Browning 
Neville Gallimore 
._ Anthony Wheeler 


PRO 6-2 185 Folsom (akon, ch) 
DT 6-2 330. Canada Prep Footbal Aca. 
OLB 6-2 225 


line (Dallas, 


20. Kendall Sheffield CB 6-0 181 Fort Bend Marshall (Missouri City, TX) _ Alabama 
21, Blake Barnett PRO_6-4.5 200 Santiago (Corona, CA) Alabama 


22._Mitch Hyatt OT 6-5 272 _ North Gwinnett (Suwanee, GA) Clemson 
23. Rasheem Green OT 6-5 275 _ Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) USC 
24. Christian Wilkins DT__ 6-4 290 Suffield Academy (Suffield, CT) Clemson 


25. Christian Kirk WR 5-10 191 Saguaro (Scottsdale, AZ) Texas A&M 


._ Johnny Frasier RB 5-10 229 Princeton (Princeton, Me N.C. State 


. Torrance Gibson 
. Chris Warren 
. Michael Weber 


ATH 6-4 204 American 


RB 6-2 240 Rockwall (Rockwall, TX) 
RB 5-95 219 Cass Technical (Detroit, Mi) Ohio State 


26. Chuma Edoga 0G 6-3 280 _McEachern (Powder Springs, GA) USC 
27. Tyron Johnson WR_6-1 191 Warren Easton (New Orleans, LA) LSU 
28. Terry Godwin ATH 6-0 168 _ Callaway (Hogansville, GA) Georgia 
29. Daron Payne DT 6-2 325 Shades Valley (Birmingham, AL) Alabama 


. Ricky Town PRO 6-3 206 St. Bonaventure (Ventura, CA) _ 
._ Holton Hill CB 6-2 184 ; - 
-Ray McCloud Ill ATH 5-9 175 Sickles (Tampa, FL’ Clemson 
82. Arden Key WDE 6-5 230 Hapeville Charter (Atlanta,GA) LSU 


30._Minkah Fitzpatrick CB 6-1 198 St. Peters Prep (Jersey City, NJ) Alabama 
31, Damien Harris RB__5-11 205 Madison Southern (Berea, KY) Alabama 


83. Mark Walton AB_-10 179 Booker. Washington (Wii, FL)__ Mia 
84. Yili Ross CB 6-05 175. nic ‘ 
85._ Chris Clark TE 6-6 247 _ Avon Old Farms (Avon, an 


$2. Soso Jamabo RB 6-2.5 210 Plano West (Plano, TX) UCLA 
33._ Kyler Murray DUAL 5-10 180 Allen (Allen, TX) Texas A&M 


86._Ricky DeBerry ILB_ 6-2.5 240 Atlee (Mechanicsville, VA) _ Oklahoma 


34. Justin Hilliard OLB 6-0 225 St. Xavier (Cincinnati, OH) Ohio State 
35. Osa Masina OLB 6-3.5 230 _ Brighton (Salt Lake City, UT) _ USC 
36._Kyle Phillips SDE _6-3.5 250 _ Hillsboro (Nashville, TN) Tennessee 
37. Maea Teuhema OG 6-4.5 340 _ Keller (Keller, TX) LSU 


87. Joseph Wicker SDE 6-2 278 Long Beach Poly {ong Beach, CA) _Arizona State 
88. Natrez Patrick WDE 6-3 259 Mays i _ Georgia 


89. Tristen Hoge OC 6-4 276 Highland (Pocatello, ID) Notre Dame 
90. Daylon Charlot «WR 6-0 193 Patterson (Patterson, LA} ___ Alabama 
91. Jashon Cornell SDE 6-4 260 Cretin Derham Hall (Saint Paul, MN) Ohio = 


38._ Jarrett Stidham DUAL 6-4 195 Stephenville (Stephenville, TX) Baylor 
39. Jacques Patrick RB 6-1.5 230 Timber Creek (Orlando, FL) Florida State 


92. Albert Huggins OT 6-3 283 Orangeburg-Wilkinson (Orangeburg, : 
93. Abdul Bello OT 6-6 295 Montverde Academy (Montverde, FL) Florida State 


40. Ronald Jones I! RB 6-0 185 McKinney North (Mckinney, TX) USC 
41. Porter Gustin OLB 6-5 245 Salem Hills (Salem, UT) USC 


94. Dexter Williams RB 6-0 192 West Orange (Winter Garden, FL) Notre Dame 
._ Mark Fields CB 5-11 190 Milam Ames Hough (Comes, He) Clemson 


42. Kerryon Johnson ATH 6-0 200 Madison Academy (Madison, AL) Auburn 
43. Damarkus Lodge WR_6-2.5 190 Cedar Hill (Cedar Hill, TX) Ole Miss 


. Drew Lock PRO 6-3.5 205 Lee's Summit Sr. | 
._ Isaiah Langley CB 5-115 


44. Deionte Thompson S 6-2 181 __ West Orange-Stark (Orange, TX) Alabama 


Kris Boyd: 


45. Brandon Wimbush DUAL 6-2 205 __ St. Peters Prep (Jersey City, NJ) Notre Dame 


. Da'Vante Phillips = WR 6-2 204 iam Central (Mia FL) Florida State 


46. Derrius Guice RB 5-10.5 213 Catholic (Baton Rouge, LA) LSU 
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. Eric Glover-Williams CB 5-11 165 Ohio State 
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NATIONAL RECRUITING 


100 FOR 2016 


E HIGH SCHOOL 


SENIORS 
TOP 100 Een 


Rk. Name Pos Ht. High School/Hometown School 


il! Rasen Gay OT 6-4 290 Paramus Catholic (Paramus, NJ) 
not 


__Texas A&M 


Rk. Name Pos Ht Wt. High School/Hometown 
47. Devin Asiasi ATH 6-5 260 DeLa Salle (Concord, CA) 
48. Breland Brandt WDE 6-4 220 Windward School (Los Angeles, 
49. Shane Simmons WDE 6-4 221 DeMatha Catholic (Hyattsville, MD) Penn State 
50. McTelvin Agim SDE 6-2.5 268. lope, AR 

51, Sam Bruce WR_ 5-8 160 _ St. Thomas Aquinas (Fort Lauderdale, FL) Miami 

52. Rahshaun Smith WDE 6-3 225 IMG Bradenton, FL) _ Clemson _ 
53. Lokeni Toailoa ILB 6-1 212 Wilmer Amina Carter (Rialto, CA) UCLA 
54. Michael Divinity OLB 6-2 218 John Ehret (Marrero, LA 

55. Boss Tagaloa DT 6-3 295 De La Salle (Concord, CA) 

56. Kaden Smith _ TE _6-5.5 235 Marcus (Flower Mound, Stanford 
57._ Jonah Williams OT 6-5 272 Folsom (Folsom, CA) Alabama 


School 


UCLA 


SDE 6-4 265 

OLB 6-2 220 

9. Saivion Smith CB 6-175 

40. Kareem Walker RB 6-1 210 
11. Julian Rochester OT 6-55 315 


13. Rashard Lawrence 


OT 6-3 305 Neville — Wy) 


OT 6-5.5 325 _ Silsbee (Silsbee, 
DT 6-2 310 St. Thomas Aquinas (Hammond, Li 
PRO 6-2 195 Baptist Academy (Shreveport, LA) Ole Miss 


15. _ Patrick Higa Te 


17. Shea Patterson 


21. Brandon Jones 5-11. 183 Nacogdoches (Nacoptoches, x} 


58. Kyle Davis WR 6-3 211 _ Archer (Lawrenceville, GA) South Carolina 
59. Benito Jones DT 6-2 260 Wayne County (Waynesboro, MS) Ole Miss 

‘60. John Raridon Ss OG_~—6-4_—-260 Valley (West Des Moines, 1A) _ Nebraska 

61. Dwayne Haskins PRO 6-3 198 The Bullis School (Potomac, MD) 

62. Miles Sanders RB 5-10 195 Woodland Hills (Pittsburgh, PA)_ 

63__Nigel Warrior S 6-0 175 Peachtree Ridge (Suwanee, GA) _ 

64. Kendell Jones DT_-6-4.5 361__ Shoemaker (Killeen, TX) 

65._Nigel Knott CB 5-11 175 Germantown (Madison, MS) 
66. DeKaylin Metcalf WR 6-3 195 Oxford (Oxford, MS’ 

67. Jack Jones ATH 5-10 170 Long Beach Poly (Long Beach, CA) _ 
68. Eli Stove _ WR 6-1 178 _ Niceville (Niceville, FL) ; . 
69. Marquez Calla ATH 6-2 170 Warner Robins (Warner Robins, GA 
70. Dylan Crawiord == WR 6-1 175 Santa Cath. (Rancho Santa 
71. Chauncey Manac WDE 6-3 220 Clinch County (Homerville, GA) 
72. Oluwole Betiku SDE _6-3.5 240 _Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) 
73._Josh King SDE 6-6 250 Hinsdale South (Darien, IL) 

74. Dee Anderson WR 6-4 177 West Mesquite juite, LSU 
75. Stephen Sullivan _WR_6-5 230 _Donaldsonville (Donaldsonville, LA) LSU 


Ole Miss 


Georgia 


22. Willie Allen” 
23. Nate Ca Myers 


WR 6-2 205 Teunpa Cathol (Tampa af 
24. Tavit J 


76. ScottLashiey ss OT__—6-6 300 _ West Point (West Point, MS) 

77. Erick Fowler WDE 6-1 232 Manor (Manor, TX) 

78. Baveon Johnson _OC__6-3 310 __Lake Gibson (Lakeland, FL) Florida State 
79._Ahmir Mitchell ATH 6-2 190 Cedar Creek (Egg Harbor City, NJ) 


25. Marlon Davidson 


80. Liam Eichenberg OT «6-6 290 St. Ignatius (Cleveland, OH) __ Notre Dame 
81. Brendan Ferns ILB_ 6-3 223 _ St. Clairsville (Saint Clairsville, OH) 


82. TrevonDiggs ATH_6-0 183 The Avalon School (Bethesda, MD) = 
83. Jordan Elliott DT 6-4 305 Westside (Houston, TX) 
84. George Hill RB 6-0 200 Hubbard (Hubbard, 0 Ohio State 


85. Devin White ATH 6-0.5 235 North Webster (Springhill, W) 


33. _ Sty Carter CB 6-0 190 Kentwood (Kentwood, LA) 


OLB 6-2 210 North High Sen Trac CA) 


192__ Manvel (Manvel, TX) 


M. ea S64 


43. Demario McCall RB 5-11 180 Noth Rage (North Riigevite. OH) Ohio State 


45. Feleipe Franks 


86._Binjimen Victor WR 6-4 170 Coconut Creek (Pompano FL 

87. Justin Madubuike SDE 6-3 255 McKinney North (Mckinney, TX) 

88. Terrance Davis 0G 6-4 305 DeMatha Catholic lle, MD 

89. Darnell Salomon WR 6-3 198 Miami Central (Miami, FL) 

90. Jeffrey McCulloch OLB 6-2.5 230 _ Aldine Davis (Houston, TX) 

91. Mecole Hardman Jr. CB 5-11 170” Elbert County (Elberton, GA) _ 

92._Jake Hausmann TE 6-5 235 Archbishop Moeller (Cincinnati, OH) Ohio State 
93. Prince Sammons _ SDE 6-8 280 Cincinnati Hills Christian Acad. (Cincinnati, OH) 

94, _Jawon Pass DUAL6-5 220 Carver (Columbus, GA) : : 
95. Clark Yarbrough OT 6-6 270 Woodberry Forest (Woodberry Forest, VA) 

96. Jean Delance OT _—6-5 281 North Mesquite (Mesquite, TX) 

97. John Broussard CB 6-0 164 Central (Phenix City, AL) 

98. Brandon Burton —S_—_—-6-2_ 195 _Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA 
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99. Daelin Hayes OLB 6-4 250 Skyline (Ann Arbor, Ml) USC 
100. Shurod Tho e ___ California. 
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TOP 5 PLAYERS TOP 5 
@ BY POSITION ScCHOoOoeLs 
Rk. Name S Wt High School/Hometown School fe BY POSITION 


_ 12. Josh Rosen PRO 6-4 205 _ St. John Bosco (Bellflower, CA) UCLA 
21. Blake Barnett PRO 6-45 200 _ Santiago (Corona, CA Alabama A 
33. _ Kyler Murray DUAL 5-10 180 _Allen (Allen, TX) Texas A&M QUARTERBACK 


38. Jarrett Stidham DUAL 6-4 195 _ Stephenville (Stephenville, TX) Baylor Sous 
45. Brandon Wimbush DUAL 6-2 205 _St. Peters Prep (Jersey City, NJ) Notre Dame 1. Florida State 


RUNNING BACKS Deondre Francois, 6-1/195, Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy 
“31. Damien Haris ——-RB 5-11 205 ‘Madison Southern (Berea, KY) Alabama _____-—_De’Andre Johnson, 6-0/175, Jacksonville (Fa) First Coast 
32, Soso Jamabo RB 6-25 210 _ Plano West (Plano, UCLA 2. Tennessee 
39, Jacques Patrick RB 6-1.5 230 Timber Creek (Orlando, FL) Florida State “Javan Jennings, 6-4/188, Murreesboro (Tenn) Blackman 


“0 — ~ : ; 
46. Derrius Guice RB 5-105 213 Catholic (Baton Rouge, LA) Guanten Bormady, 6-4/200, Boerne (Texas) High’ 
WIDE RECEIVERS Sheriron Jones, 6-2.5/191, Moreno Valley (Calif.) Rancho Verde 


11. Calvin Ridley WR 6-0 —_-170_~__— Monarch (Pompano Beach, FL) Alabama 3. Baylor 

18. Deon Cain WR__6-1.5 194 Tampa Bay Tech (Tampa, FL) __ Clemson Jarrett Stidham, 6-4/195, Stephenville (Texas) High 

19. George Campbell WR 6-3 184 East Lake (Tarpon Springs, FL) Florida State 4. UCLA 

25. _ Christian Kirk WR _5-10 191 __ Saguaro (Scottsdale, AZ) _ Texas A&M : : 
_27. Tyron Johnson WR 6-1 191 Warren Easton (New Orleans, LA) LSU Josh Rosen, 6-4/205, Balflower (Cali) St. John Bosco 
TIGHT ENDS 5. USC 

62. _Aliz’e Jones TE 6-4.5 218 Bishop Gorman (Las Vegas, NV) Notre Dame Ricky Town, 6-3/206, Ventura (Calif.) St. Bonaventure 

85. Chris Clark TE _—6-6 247 __ Avon Old Farms (Avon, CT) UCLA Sam Damold, 6-4/205, San Clemente (Calif.) High 

145 Hale Hentges TE 6-6 230 Helias (Jefferson City, MO) Alabama 

187 Garrett Williams TE 6-4 220 _The First Academy (Orlando, FL) Clemson ad 

191 Jackson Harris TE 6-6 250 _ Columbia Central (Columbia, TN) Georgia RUNNING BACK 


OFFENSIVE LINE 1. LSU 


Name, Ht, Wt, High School/Hometown 


2, Martez Ivey_ OT _6-5.5 275 _ Apopka (Apopka, FL) Florida Derrius Guice, 5-10.5/213, Baton Rouge (La.) Catholic 


2 en —_OT_5_22_ Gow Se, kG gp, og 
._Chuma Edoga i , s . 

37. Maea Teuhema 0G 6-45 340 Keller (Koller, TX) it David Duo (FB, 611230, Mandevile (12, Lakeshore 

52.__ Javon Patterson OG _—-6-2.5 317 __ Petal (Petal, MS) Ole Miss 2. Auburn 

DEFENSIVE TACKLE Jovon Robinson, 5-11/225, Milledgeville (Ga.) Georgia Military 


1. Trent Thompson OT 6-2.5 313 Westover (Albany, GA) _ Georgia Javarius Davis, 5-9.5/173, Fairbum (Ga.) Langston Hughes 
6. Kahlil McKenzie DT 6-3 354__Clayton Valley (Concord, CA) Tennessee Chandler Cox (FB), 6-2/225, Apopka (Fla.) High 
13. Terry Beckner Jr. oT 6-4 293 __East St. Louis (East Saint Louis, IL) Missouri 
14. Daylon Mack DT 6-1 330 __Gladewater (Gladewater, TX) Texas A&M 3. N.C. State 
23. _Rasheem Green DT 6-5 275 __Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) USC Johnny Frasier, 5-10/229, Princeton (N.C.) High 
DEFENSIVE END Hyheim Hines, 5-9/187, Garner (N.C.) High 
3.__ Byron Cowart SDE___6-4 __250 __ Armwood (Seffner, FL) Auburn Reggie Gallaspy, 5-11/205, Greensboro (N.C.) Southern Guilford 


7. CeCe Jefferson SDE 6-2 275 __ Baker County Senior (Glen Saint Mary, FL) Florida Ae Mabama 
9. Josh Sweat WDE 6-5 240 Oscar Smith (Chesapeake, VA) Florida State = 


16. Canton Kaumatule SDE 6-7,_—-290~——Punahou (Honolulu, Hl) Oregon Damien Harris, 5-11/205, Berea (Ky.) manein Southern 

17.__Keisean Lucier-South WDE 6-4 208 __Lutheran - Orange County (Orange, CA) _ UCLA Deshertius Flowers, 6-0.5/204, Mobile (Ala.) Vigor 
LINEBACAERS Se a ee Sees eee a 5. Penn State 

10. Malik Jefferson OLB 6-25 215 _— Poteet (Mesquite, TX) _ Texas Saquon Barkley, 5-11/190, Whitehall (Pa.) High 


34, Justin Hilliard OLB 6-0 225 __St. Xavier (Cincinnati, OH) Ohio State j ji . : MeDevi 
35. Osa Masina OLB 6-35 230 _ Brighton (Salt Lake City, UT) usc Ane Robinson, $9205, Harrsburp (Pa) Bishop MeDevtt 


41. Porter Gustin OLB 6-5 245 ~—— Salem Hills (Salem, UT) USC 
WIDE RECEIVER 


47. _Roquan Smith OLB 6-2 207 __ Macon County (Montezuma, GA) _ Georgia 
DEFENSIVEBACKS =F CCCCCCCs(4, Florida State 


.__ Iman Marshall cB 6-1 190 Long Beach Poly (Long Beach, CA) USC ; 
: - — ‘ge Campbell, _ Tarpon S| Fla.) East Lake 
5. DerwinJames __ Ss 6-2 201 _ Haines City Senior (Haines City, FL’ Florida State George Campbel, 68/184, Tarpon Springs (Fa) Eas 


8.__ Kevin Toliver I CB 6-2 185 ‘Trinity Christian Academy (Jacksonville, FL) LSU Da'Vante Philips, 6-2/204, Miami (Fla.) Central 
15. Tarvarus McFadden CB 6-2 198 _ American Heritage (Fort Lauderdale, FL) Florida State Auden Tate, 6-4.5/215, Tampa (Fla,) Wharton 


20. Kendall Sheffield CB 6-0 181 Fort Bend Marshall (Missouri City, TX) Alabama Nyqwan Murray, 5-10.5/163, Orlando (Fla.) Oak Ridge 
ATHLETE 2. Notre Dame 


28. _ Terry Godwin ATH 6-0 168 _Callaway (Hogansville, GA) Georgia 


Equanimeous St. Brown, 6-5/205, Anaheim (Calif.) Servite 
42. _Kerryon Johnson ATH 6-0 200 ~_— Madison Academy (Madison, AL) _ Auburn i Bovkin, 6 = New Lenox (i a ; — 
56. Donte Jackson ATH 5-11_—164 Riverdale (New Orleans, LA) LSU 20s Goins Alzea New Lonns UE) Eepinuenecs Baton 


61. Jerome Baker ATH 6-2 203_—_ Benedictine (Cleveland, OH) Ohio State C.J, Sanders, 5-9/177, Sherman Oaks (Calif.) Notre Dame 
74. Brian Cole ATH 6-2 190 __ Heritage (Saginaw, Ml) : Michigan Jalen Guyton, 6-1/190, Allen (Texas) High : 
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3. Ole Miss 
Damarkus Lodge, Be ste ae Hill (Tees) be 


Jazz Ferguson, 6-5/205, Saint Francisville (La.) West Felicia 
Brandon Martin, 6-4.5/200, Dallas (Texas) Prime Prep Academy 
5. Alabama 


Calvin Ridley, call 70, Pompano Beach za) Monarch 


C.J. O'Grady, 6-4/230, Fayetteville (Ark.) High 

Will Gragg, 6-4/245, Dumas (Ark.) High ee Th 
Austin Cantrell, 6-4/249, Roland (Ark.) High 
2. Wisconsin 

Kyle Penniston, 6-5/232, Santa Ana (Calif.) Mater Dei 

David Edwards, 67/245, Downers Grove (Ill.) North. : 
3. Notre Dame 
Aliz’e Jones, 6-4.5/218, Las Vi 
4. UCLA 

Chris Clark, 6-6/247, Avon (Conn.) Old Farms 
5. Alabama 

Hale Hentges, 6-5/230, Jefferson City (Mo.) Helias 


1, UCLA 
Josh sol 6-3, 5/315, Okiahoma = (Oita ) Casady School 


Nev.) Bishop Gorman 


Andre James, 6-5/275, Herriman (Utah) High 

Tevita Halalilo, 6-4/315, Moreno Valley (Calif.) Rancho Verde 
Zach Bateman, 6-7/320, Costa Mesa (Calif.) Orange Coast 

2. LSU 

Maea Teuhema, 6-4.5/340, Keller (Texas) High 

Chidi Valentine-Okeke, 6-6/305, Ludowici (Ga.) Faith Baptist Christian Acad. 
Toby Weathersby, 6-4.5/295, Houston (Texas) Westfield 

Adrian Magee, 6-5/315, Franklinton (La.) High = ; 
George Brown Jr., 6-6/253, Cincinnati (Ohio) Winton Woods 

3. Alabama 


Lester Cotton, 641525, Tuscaloosa ) Com 


Matt Warmack, 6-7/320, Senatobia (Miss.) Magnolia Heights 


4. Tennessee 


Drew Richmond, 65/310, Memphis {eos ) ae School 


5. Ohio State 
Isaiah Prince, 6-6/272, Greenbelt (Md.) Eleanor Roosevelt 
Matthew Burrell, 6-4/321, Woodbridge (Va.) C.D. Hyiton 


Grant Schmidt, 6-6/275, Sioux Falls (S.D.) Roosevelt _ 
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Kevin Feder, 6-9/305, Ramsey (N.J.) Don See eS 


1. Tennessee 
Kail hector & 3/354, Concord (Cali) Clayton Vale 


Sy es See See (N.C.) North Denson 


ree ines nel fa. 2. h 
2. Clemson 
Abert Huggins, £91288, fo & C. ~) Wi Wilkinson 


Cielin Ferrell, 6-5/225, Richmond (Va) Benedictine 

Austin 6-5/250, Thomasville (Ga.) Thomas County Cer 
Sterling Johnson, 6-5/281, Clayton (N.C.) Cleveland 

Gage Cervenka, 61/275, Greenwood (S.C) Emerald 
LaSamuel Davis, 6-3/194, Bamberg (S.C.) Ehrhardt 


3. Georgia 
Trent Thompson, 6-2.5/313, All Ga.) Westover 


Jonathan Ledbetter, 6-4/265, Tucker (Ga) High 
Natrez pout 69/259, Manta (Ga) Mrs 


4. abana 
Daron are Bes Birmingham (Ala) Shades —_ 


Rasheem Green, 6-5/275, Gardena (Calif.) Junipero Serra 


Jacob Daniel, 6-4/310, Clovis (Calif) Noth 


Noah Jefferson, 6-5/271, Las Vegas (Nev.) Desert Oasis 
“chisian Recor, 635/255, Los Angeles (Clit) Loyola 


LINEBACKER 
1. USC 


Osa Masina, 6-3.5/230, Salt Lake City (Utah) Brighton 
Porter Gustin, 6-5/245, Salem (Utah) S. so 3 


2. Texas 

Malik Jefferson, 6-2.5/215, Mesquite (Texas) Poteet 

Anthony Wheeler, 6-2/225, Dallas (Texas) Skyline 
Cameron Townsend, 6-0.5/195, Missouri City (Texas) Ridge Point 
Cecil Cherry, 6-0/230, Lakeland (Fla.) Victory Christian Academy _ 
3. Auburn 

Jeffery Holland, 62120, dacksonvill (fa) Trinity Christian Acad. 


Richard McBryde, 6- Be Tr As) Charles Henderson oa 


4. Pk Dame 


5. Ohio State 
dustin Hilliard, 6-0/225, Cincinnati (Ohio) St. Xavier 
Nick Conner, 6-3/225, Dublin (Ohio) Scioto ae 


1. Alabama 


Kendall Sheffield, falar Missouri C ity (Texas) Fort Bend Marshall 


2. Florida State 

Derwin James, 6-2/201, Haines City (Fla.) High 

Tarvarus McFadden, 6-2/198, Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Amer. He 
Calvin Brewton, 5-11.5/172, Miami (Fla.) Central 

A.J. Westbrook, 6-0/173, Daytona Beach (Fla) Mainland 
3. LSU 

Kevin Toliver Il, 6-2/185, Jacksonvil ML ee 
Xavier Lewis, 5-11/188, Reserve (La.) East St. John E 
Jeremy Cutrer, 6-2/170, Perkinston (Miss.) Mississippi Gui Coast 
4. Texas 

Holton Hill, 6-2/184, Houston (Texas) Lamar 

Kris Boyd, 5-11.5/185, Gilmer (Texas) High 

DeShon Elliott, 6-1/200, Rockwall (Texas) Heath 
Davante Davis, 6-3/200, Miami (Fla.) Booker T. Washington 
P.J. Locke, 5-10/189, Beaumont (Texas) Central 

5. USC 


Iman Marshall, 6-1/190, Long Beach (Calif.) Poly 
Marvell Tell, 6-1.5/188, Encino (Calif) Crespi 
aL Ross, 6-0.5/175, Riverside (Calif.) Polytechnic 

Isa ,5-11.5/161, Pleasanton (Calif) Foothill = 


1. Ohio State 

Jerome Baker, 6-2/203, Cleveland (Ohio) Benedictine 

Torrance Gibson, 6-4/204, Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) American Heritag 
2. Auburn 

Kerryon Johnson, 6-0/200, Madison (Ala.) Madison Academy 
Jason Smith, 6-1/185, Perkinston (Miss.) Mississippi Gulf Coast C.C._ 
Tim Irvin, 5-8.5/194, Miami (Fla.) Westminster Christian School 
3. Arizona State 

Stanley Norman, 6-0/180, Gardena (Calif. ) Junipero sot 
_Jaason Lewis, 6-2/247, Virginia Beach (Va. 
Jay Jay Wilson, 6-3/228, Valencia (Calif.) High 
“Morie Evans, 5-10/175, Huntsville (Texas) High 
4. South Carolina 

Jalen Christian, 5-10/165, Damascus (Md.) High 
Octavis Johnson, 6-1/181, Homerville (Ga.) Clinch County 
5. Texas 


DeAndre McNeal, 21228 a Ea 
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NORTH CAROLINA Nov.7 at Purdue Oct 24 at Nebraska 
Nov.14 OHIO STATE Nov.7 PENN STATE 


ae Pac pra WAN, Now.21 at Minnesota Nov. 4 PURDUE 
Sent 19 LUNOIS Nov.28 vs. Northwestem (Chicago,IL) Nov.21. at Wisconsin 
Sept26 DELAWARE INDIANA —_—__—«*N 28 iis (Chicago, I) 
Oct3 at Georgia Tech Sept. SOUTHERN ILLINOIS OHIO STATE 
Oct 17. WAKE FOREST Sept.12 FU Sept? at Virginia Tech 
' Oct 24 VIRGINIA Sept. 19 WESTERN KENTUCKY Sepl.12  HAWAll 
one at Piisburgh Sept. 26 at Wake Forest Sept. 19 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
7aAvt VAN Ts. AOE Oc.3  OHIOSTATE Sept.26. WESTERN MICHIGAN 
| Nov. 16 MAN Oct 10 at Penn State Oc.3 —atindana 
Heid 21 at Virginia Tech Oct.17 RUTGERS Oct. 10. MARYLAND 
.28 at NC State Oct. 24 at Michigan State Oc. 17 PENNSTATE ‘ 
NCSTATE Cov. IOWA Oct 24 at Rutgers 
<j = = Sets TROY Nov. 14 MICHIGAN Nov.7 MINNESOTA 
Sept 12 EASTERN KENTUCKY Nov.21 at Maryland Nov. 14 at ino’s 
Sept 19 at Od Dominion Nov.28 at Purdue Nov.21 MICHIGAN STATE 
Sept 26 at South Alabama IOWA Nov.28 at Michigan 
Oc.3 AIRFORCE Oct 17 at Clemson Oct3 LOUISVILLE iLNOS PENN STATE 
ee MAG. I Oct.10 atNotre Dame Oct.24 at Louisville Oct. 9 at Virginia Tech soe a Sep.5 at Temple 
Oc.24 TULANE Oct 31 VIRGINIA TECH Oct.24 at Wake Forest Sept. 19 PITTSBURGH Sept 12 BUFFALO 
CENTRAL FLORIDA (UC! Oct.31 SOUTH FLORIDA Nov.7 _ NCSTATE Oct. 31 CLEMSON Sept 26 NORTH TEXAS Sept.19 RUTGERS 
Nov.7 at Memphis Nov.21 vs. Notre Dame (Fenway Park) -Nov.7 at Boston Colege Oct at Wisconsin A 
Sep.3 FU Nov.14 SMU Nov.28 at Syracuse Nov. 14 at Florida State Oct. 10 unos oxen “oe 
12 at Stanford : : 
nae Ein Nov.21.atTulsa CLEMSON ES ay Oct 17 et Northwestem Oct. 10 INDIANA 
see Nov.27 at Houston a; d Oct MARYLAND Oct 17 ato State 
Fe: crak Dect2 ARMY ee be eas PITTSBURGH Nov.7 at ndana Oct 24 vs. Maryland (Baltimore, MD) 
IR COMECICIT SMU tte ALACH Sepi'5 YOUNGSTOWN STATE Nov. 14 MINNESOTA Oct 31 TLLINOIS 
Oct.17 at Temple Sepl.4 BAYLOR OcL3  NOTREDAME Sept. 32 at Akron ieee ie re av eile 
Oct.24 HOUSTON Sept.12 NORTH TEXAS Oct 10 GEORGIA TECH Sept 19 at lowa eles NAF yea 
Oct.31 at Cincinnati Sept 19. al TOU Oct 17 BOSTON COLLEGE Oct:3 at Viinia Tech MARYLAND No a ee 
er ten oa SHES MADISOM Oct 2$ at Miami me Micah Sept.5 RICHMOND PURDUE 
j CAROLINA CAROLINA OcL31 at NC State Georgia Sept. 12 BOWLING GREEN 6 — atMarshall 
eS pte ae orale Nov.7_ FLORIDASTATE map <a eh Sept 19 SOUTH FLORIDA oie INDIANA STATE 
Nov.14 at Syracuse Sept 26 at West Virginia Sept 19 VIRGINIA TECH 
cops ALABAMA ~~~*«ST:CCTULSA Nov.21. WAKE FOREST pat aia Oct3 MICHIGAN Sept. 28 BOWLING GREEN 
Sept 12 TEMPLE ‘Nov.6 TEMPLE Nov.28 at South Carolina ey TONE Oct 10 at Ohio Siate Oct3 at Michigan State 
Sept. 19 at Miami (OH) ape — DUKE Novo? MIAMI ae ee a na Oct 10 MINNESOTA 
A. al Ment ; i at Oct 17 at Wisconsin 
geerhraea Now.28 al Memphis Sept’3atTulane SYRACUSE sw. WISCONSIN Oct 31 NEBRASKA 
Oct.17 at BYU SOUTH FLORIDA Sepl 12 NORTHCAROUNA CENTRAL 62545 “RHODE ISLAND Nov. 14 at Michigan State Nov.7 ILLINOIS 
batt pe fee ae Sept. 19 NORTHWESTERN Sept 12 WAKE FOREST Nov.21 INDIANA Nov.14 at Nothwestem 
oast  UC asad See Ten Ae Sept {9 CENTRAL MICHIGAN Nov.28 al Rutgers Nov, 21. atlowa 
pach, Ney Sept. 12 al Flodda State Oct3 BOSTON COLLEGE Sat. SU MICHIGAN Nov,28 INDIANA 
Now. {4 TULSA Sai pares Oc 10st Amy Oct {0 at South Fora RUTGERS 
Hevi2d at South Foie Oc.2 MEMPHIS Oct 24 at Virginia Tech Oc 17 at Viol Sept 3 at Utah 
Nov.28 atEast Caroina Ox.10 SYRACUSE Oct 31 MIAMI spear Sept 12 OREGON STATE Sept. NORFOLK STATE 
COMNEGTICOT Oc. 17. = at Comectiout Nov.7 ator Carolina Od st) arose Side Sept 19 UNLV Sept. 12 WASHINGTON STATE 
a eer LL Nov.14 PITTSBURGH Nov.7 atLouisvile Sept 26 BYU Sept 19 at Penn State 
Sep VILLANOVA Oct 31 atNavy Nov.21 at Viginia ele en Oct3 at Maryland Sept. 25 KANSAS 
Sep. 12 ARMY eer le Nov.28 at Wake Forest aca aNCsae oa RORTHNESTE Oct 10 MICHIGAN STATE 
Sepl.19 at Missouri M4 al ° MICHIGAN Oct 1? at indiana 
Sept 28 NAVY No.2 CINCINNAT fa I sha ely GES NSS Oct 3t at Minesota Oct 24 OHIOSTATE 
Oc2 at BYU Nov.27 at UCF Sept.5 TEXAS STATE VIRGINIA Nov.7 RUTGERS Oct. 31 at Wisconsin 
Odio alte rea Sept. 12 SOUTH FLORIDA Sees alUOlA Nov. 14 at Indiana Nov.7 atMichigan 
Oct.17 SOUTH FLORIDA Sep. 18 al Boston College Sept. 12 NOTRE DAME Nov.21 at Penn State Nov.14 NEBRASKA 
Od. 24 at Cincinnati Sep. PENN STATE Oct 3 at Wake Forest Sept.19 WILLIAM MARY Nov.28 OHIOSTATE Nov, 21. at Any 
Oct.30 EAST CAROLINA Sept. 12 at Cincinnati Oct 10 MIAMI Sept.25 BOISE STATE MICHIGAN STATE Nov.28 MARYLAND 
No.7 alTuane Sept. 19 at Massachusetts Oct 17 LOUISVILLE Oct 10 at Pitsburgh A Te on 
Now.21 HOUSTON Da2. "aia Oct 24 at Georgia Tech Ocl17 SYRACUSE ee aera a ane a 
Nov.28  atT TULANE Oct31 SYRACUSE Carbina vs. Alabama (Daas, 
chatetasta plait ath No.7” 3 Cemson Oi st GEORGATEOI as CONTA MICHIGAN oat carl 
at East Carolina Nov.14NCSTATE Now7 i 
ny eat Oct31 _ NOTREDAME Nov.21 CHATTANOOGA fev. l4 ali ioe pets emer 
No.6 at SMU Nov.28 et oxida Now.21 DUKE Pai 2. 
Sept. 19 at Nov.14 SOUTH FLORIDA VIRGINIA Oct 17 at Michigan Oct. 10 at Nebraska 
Sept.26 VIRGINIA TECH Nov.21. MEMPHIS GEORGIA TECH Now. 28 TECH Oct 24 INDIANA « Oct 17 PURDUE 
Oc.3 at SMU Nov.28 CONNECTICUT Sept ALCORNSTATE VIRGINIA TECH Nov.7 atNebraska Oct. 24 at Uinois 
Oct. 10 at BYU RaLANE Sept. 12 TULANE Sept.7 OHIO STATE Nov. 14 MARYLAND Oct 31 RUTGERS 
a2? TEMPLE Sed DIKE cos aD abbr Nov.o8 PENSTAT an on 
26 at Duke 19 Nov. 28 STATE Nov.21 NORTHWESTERN 
Oct. 30 at Connecticut Sept. 12. at Georgia Tech Oct 3 NORTHCAROLINA ae aa eaae MINNESOTA Nov. 28 at Minnesota 
Nov.7 SOUTH FLORIDA Sept.19 MAINE Oct.10 at Clemson Oc3 PITTSBURGH 
Nov.19 atUCF Ok3 LCF Oct. 17 Oc9 —_NCSTATE rege felled BIG 12 
Nov.28 CINCINNATI Oct 10 at Temple Oct 24 FLORIDA STATE Oct 17 at Mei Ser eh Coan Sele 
HOUSTON faa HOUSTON Oc. 31 at Virginia Ock24 DUKE aie nee BAYLOR 
24 atNay Nov.12 VIRGINIA TECH Oct 31 at Boston 
Sept.5 TENNESSEE TECH : College OcL3 at Nothwestem 4 atSMu 
Sie Hans oe tee Seemtee - Sy he ute 
Sep 28 TEXAS STATE oid yes i aie a Cog Nov.21 NORTH CAROLINA Oc. 17 NEBRASKA Sept 28 RICE 
OcL3  atTusa ae LOUISVIELE (hon 28 at ecra Ocl.31 MICHIGAN Ock3 vs Texas Tech Atington, 7X) 
sit ea He ea, utayenoy— waMGromesy _ fo, sree ee 
Sept.12 HOUSTON 3 ELON . Oct.17 WEST VIRGINIA 
ons! VINER Sep. 17 CLEMSON sae at Syracuse Nov.21 Oc. 24 IOWASTATE 
for. * ORCRRUT, earthly Sepl. 25 SAMFORD Sept 19 atAmy Nov.28 WISCONSIN Nov.5 al Kansas State 
Nov. 4 MEMPHIS cage eoere Oc. atNC Site Sept.26 INDIANA NEBRASKA Nov.14 OKLAHOMA 
Nae Sept 19 at Okishoma Oc.17 at Frida State Oct FLORIDA STATE 5 BY Nov. 21 at Oklahoma State 
Connecticut OcL3 HOUSTON Oct.24 BOSTON COLLEGE Oct.10 at Boston Nov.27 at TCU 
Nov.27 NAVY Cotege Sept. 12 SOUTH ALABAMA 
Oct 10 ULM Oc.30 al Wake Forest Oct.17° at North Carona Sept.19 at Mami tm salar 
MEMPHIS Oct 17 at East Carolina Nov.7 SYRACUSE Oc.24 NCSTATE Sepl.26 SOUTHERN MISS IOWA STATE 
Sept. MISSOURI STATE Oct.23. MEMPHIS Nov. 14 VIRGINIA Oct30 LOUISVILLE O43 atllinois Sept NORTHERN IOWA 
apt. 12atKansas Oct 31 at SMU Nov.21 at Pitsburgh Nov. 14 at Notre Dame Oct 10. WISCONSIN Sep.12 1OWA 
sat pret al Wort Onin ears Nw 2 OWE aaah ee 
om ; ; Oct.24 NORTHWESTERN Oct 3 KANSAS 
pe — rages Le Sept.5 BETHUNE-COOKMAN Oct. 31 at Purdue Oct 10 at Texas Tech 
- Sept.11 at FAU BIG TEN Nov.7 MICHIGAN STATE On17 = TCU 
Oct.23. at Tusa 
[2 BS. Sess” be 
Ott ati ; 
aaah Oct 10 at Fonda State Sepu4_ KENTSTATE NORTHWESTERN Nov.7 al OMshoma 
urate BOSTON COLLEGE _ 0447, VIRGINATECH Sep. 12 WESTERN ILLINOIS Sep 5 STANFORD pele ata le 
Sep.5 MANE Oct 24 CLEMSON Seph 19 atNorth Carona tA Ce ices 
Nov.28 SMU Byte Sept. 12 EASTERN ILLINOIS Nov, 28 at West Virginia 
NAVY Sept. IARI Oct 31 at Duke Sept. 26 MIDDLE TENNESSEE Sept.19 at Duke - 
; = Sept. 18 FLORIDA STATE Nov.7 VIRGINA Ock3. NEBRASKA Sepl.26 BALL STATE KANSAS 
Sept COLGA Sepl.26 NORTHERN ILLINOIS Nov. 14 atNodh Carofina Oct 10 atlona Ock3 MINNESOTA Seo. SOUTH DAKOTASTATE 
Sept. 19 EAST CAROLINA Oc3 at Dike Nov.21 GEORGIA TECH Oct 24 WISCONSIN Oc. 10 at Michigan Segt 12 MEMPHIS 
Sepl.26 at Connecticut Oct.10 WAKE FOREST Nov. 27 at Pittsburgh Oct 31 at Penn State 0c.17 IOWA Sepl.26 at Rutgers 


62 Lindy’s Sports Annuals www.lindyssports.com 2015 


Oct. 3 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 24 
Oct. 3t 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 14 
Nov.21 WEST VIRGINIA 
Nov.28 KANSAS STATE 


KANSAS STATE 


SOUTH DAKOTA 
at UTSA 
LOUISIANA TECH 
at Oklahoma State 
Oct. 10 «TCU 

OKLAHOMA 

at Texas 

BAYLOR 

at Texas Tech 
IOWA STATE 

at Kansas 

WEST VIRGINIA 


OKLAHOMA 


at lowa State 
BAYLOR 

TEXAS TECH 

at Oklahoma Stale 
OKLAHOMA. 

al Texas 

atTCU 


Nov.28 at Oklshoma State 


at Central Michigan 
CENTRAL ARKANSAS 
UTSA 


SAM HOUSTON STATE 
UTEP 


at Arkansas 
Sept. 26 TCU 

Od.3 vs. Baylor 
{OWA STATE 
at Kansas 

at Oklahoma 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
at West Virginia 
KANSAS STATE 
Nov.26 at Texas 
WEST VIRGINIA 


Wrangler 


Now, 28 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC (FAU) 
at Tulsa 

MIAME 

BUFFALO 

at Charlotte 

Oct 10 RICE 


Now. 28 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL (FIU) 


Nov.21 WESTERN KENTUCKY 
LOUISIANA TECH 


Nov.28 SOUTHERN MISS 


Nov. 27 at Westem Kentucky 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


Now. 14 
Nov. 21 
Now. 28 


at Tennessee 
at Middle Tennessee 
UTEP 


OLD DOMINION 


Nov. 28 


SOUTHERN MISS 


ARMY 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 
AUSTIN PEAY 

at Texas State 

at Nebraska 
NORTH TEXAS 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 


at lines 


Now. 27 


MIAMI (OH) 

Sepl.5 PRESBYTERIAN 

Sept 12 at Wisconsin 

Sept.19 CINCINNATI 

Sept. 26 at Westem Kentucky 

Ons — at Kent State 

Oct 10 
Oct 17 
Oct 24 
Oct 29 
Nov.7 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 21 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


MICHIGAN STATE 
Sept 12 af Georgia Southem 
Sept 19 MURRAY STATE 


NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


MOUNTAIN WEST 
AIR FORCE 


Nov.28 at San Jose State 


SAVANNAH STATE 
MINNESOTA 
vs. Colorado (Denver, CO} 


Nov. 28 at Fresno State 


at Ohio State 

UC DAVIS 

at Wisconsin 

at Boise State 
SAN DIEGO STATE 
al New Mexiog 

at Nevada 

AIR FORCE 

at UNLV 
FRESNO STATE 
SAN JOSE STATE 


MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE 
Sept.12 TULSA 
Sept 18 ai Arizona State 


2015 www.lindyssports.com 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 63 


Oregon 
FRESNO STATE 
at Auburn 
at UNLV 
SAN DIEGO STATE 
NEW MEXICO 
BYU 
al Nevada 
at Hawall 
BOISE STATE 


at Northem Illinois 
UCLA 

at Michigan 
IDAHO STATE 
at Nevada 

SAN JOSE STATE 
at Fresno State 
BOISE STATE 
HAWAIL 

at Colorado State 
SAN DIEGO STATE 
at Wyoming 


BOISE STATE 

at San Diego State 
WYOMING 

at New Mexico 

al Ait Fore 
NEVADA 

BYU 


Nov. 7 


ees 
Bes 


sits 
i 
g 


ene 
Pe 


FFTLLSSS 
g=7See 


WASHINGTON STATE 
21 Washington 


WEBER STATE 


at Michigan 

SAN JOSE STATE 
STANFORD 

at Arizona 

at Washington State 
COLORADO 

at Utah 

UCLA 

at Calfomia 
WASHINGTON 
at Oregon 
STANFORD = 
at Northwestem 
UCF 

at USC 

at Oregon State 
ARIZONA 


at Arizona State 
Nov.21 at Oregon State 
WASHINGTON STATE 


PORTLAND STATE 


at Ruigers 
WYOMING 


at Southem Miss 
LSU 
NORTHWESTERN STATE 


TENNESSEE 
vs. Bowting Green (Nashvile, TN) 
OKLAHOMA 


WESTERN CAROLINA 
at Florida 


vs, Arkansas 


SUN BELT 


GEORGIA STATE 


Wrangler NATIONAL SGHEDULES 


Sept.3 


at Kentucky 
NORTHWESTERN STATE 
AKRON 

at Louisiana Tech 
TEXAS STATE 

at Arkansas State 

UUM 

at Georgia Stale 

at South Alabama 

NEW MEXICO STATE 


at Georgia Southam 
APPALACHIAN STATE 


at Florida State 
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M 
SOUTHERN MISS 
at Houston 

at Louisiana 
SOUTH ALABAMA 
at Georgia Southem 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
GEORGIA STATE 
ULM 

at kdaho 

at Arkansas State 


at NC Stale 
CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 
at Wisconsin 

SOUTH ALABAMA 

at Mississippl Stale 
IDAHO 

al New Mexico State 
‘at Appalachian State 
ULM 

GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
at Georgia State 

at Louisiana 


64 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2015 


BIG TEN 


By Steve Wiltfong 
247Sports.com 


Ohio State 


: Overview: Dating back to 2011, Ohio State has 
signed the top class in the Big Ten, with the 2015 haul ranking 

No. 7 nationally. Urban Meyer and his coaches loaded up on the 
offensive line and front seven while adding two more four-star 
quarterbacks to the roster. Six players that signed were Top100 
recruits and another eight were ranked inside the Top247. 


Headliner: So many options but five-star outside linebacker 
Justin Hilliard is the top-rated recruit. The No. 1 player in Ohio 
chose the Buckeyes over Alabama, lowa and Notre Dame and 
should find a role as a true freshman this fall. 


Sleeper: Rashod Berry was overlooked nationally, but the 6-foot- 
5, 240-pound Lorain (Ohio) High standout comes in and fills a void 
on the roster at tight end and could break out as early as his fresh- 
man year. Could also play defensive line on the next level. 


Bottom Line: Ohio State has built a balanced and deep roster, 
and this 27-player class adds to it. There isn’t a position outside of 
tight end where the Buckeyes aren’t loaded. 


Penn State 


Overviews: \n their first full year recruiting at 
Penn State, the James Franklin-led staff reeled in the nation’s 
No. 14 recruiting class, a balanced effort that hit needs all over the 
roster. Penn State did most of its work in-state, in Jersey and in the 
D.C./Maryland/Virginia area, taking top talent from all three places. 
The Nittany Lions particularly dominated in-state, landing six of 
the top eight prospects, including Top100 running back Saquon 
Barkley. 


Headliner: Lackawanna Community College offensive tackle 
Paris Palmer was the most pivotal get for any Big Ten school, with 
his ability to walk right in the door and start at left tackle for a Nit- 
tany Lions offensive line that struggled much of the 2014 season. 
Palmer arrives as the nation’s No. 2 JUCO offensive tackle recruit. 


Sleeper: Jarvis Miller, a 6-1, 200-pound safety with tremen- 
dous physical upside and a Suffield (Conn.) High standout, is 
a rangy player that is capable of a lot of things within the Penn 
State defense. 


Bottom Line: By taking a quarterback, two running backs, four 
receivers, four offensive linemen, a tight end, six defensive line- 
men, two linebackers and five defensive backs, Penn State adds 
depth at every position, which is huge as it takes a step forward in 
growing the roster back to 85 scholarships. 


Overviews: For a second-straight year, Michigan 
State signs a Top 25 class, a 21-player group that finished No. 22 
nationally according to 247Sports. This is a class that will certainly 
continue the trend of the Spartans dominating on the defensive side 
of the ball. 


Headliner: The nation’s No. 6 running back recruit, LJ Scott, 
has a chance to outperform every player from his recruiting class 
at the running back position on the next level. At 6-2, 228-pounds, 
Scott has the size, speed and ability to be an every-down back 
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as he is physical in between the tackles and he can also catch the 
football. 


Sleeper: While college recruiters across the country drooled over 
others in-state, Jackson (Mich.) Lumen Christi’s Khari Willis went 

a little bit under the radar. Like Scott, he rushed for over 2,000 yards 
as a senior, and is also a Division-| basketball recruit, but will open 
his career in East Lansing as a 6-0, 189-pound safety. 


Bottom Line: Michigan State continued to add size, length and 
passion on the defensive side of the ball, led by four-star defen- 
sive tackle Raequan Williams. All four defensive linemen coming 
are 6-4 or taller. Three linebackers are coming led by hard-hitting 
early enrollee Tyriq Thompson and four to five defensive backs 
are set. 


Nebraska 


Overviews: Mike Riley and his staff entered the 
picture after the season and put the finishing touches on a solid 
class that was certainly defensive heavy with a little offensive skill 
sprinkled in. The Huskers finished with 20 overall, four holding 
a four-star grade. 

Headliner: Top247 cornerback Eric Lee enrolled early and enters 
one of the deepest positions on the Nebraska roster, but the nation’s 
No. 18 cornerback according to the 247Sports Composite may be 


TOP 20 INCOMING 
BIG TEN RECRUITS 


Rk. Player HL/Wt — Pos. Hometown/School 
1, Justin Hilliard 6-0/225 LB Cincinnati, Ohio/St. Xavier 


College 
Ohio State 


7, Jashon Corel 6-3/265 DE Saint Paul, Minn/Cretin Derham Hall Ohio State 


14, John Reid 5-10/180 CB Philadelphia, Pa./St. Joseph's Penn State 
15. Eric Lee 6-0/180 CB Littleton, Colo./Valor Christian Nebraska 
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too talented to keep off the field as a freshman. 


Sleeper: Daishon Neal should've been highly recruited from 
coast-to-coast, but the Omaha (Neb.) Central defensive end went 
under the radar for much of the process. The 6-7, 250-pound Neal 
has the size, frame, upside and athleticism to be a Big Ten Defen- 
sive Player of the Year down the road. 


Bottom Line: The Huskers have addressed a lot of needs and 
depth issues, particularly at linebacker in this class, but Nebraska 
can't miss on a quarterback in 2016 after failing to land a difference- 
maker at the position the last couple recruiting classes. 


Overview: When the dust settled after Paul 
Chryst was hired at Wisconsin, which led to a flurry of commitments 
and decommitments both the same, the Badgers had a 20-player 
class that ranked No. 34 nationally. Two of those players were 
ranked four-stars, and several of the class members are capable 
of playing many different positions. 
Headliner: Jordan Stevenson rushed for over 2,000 yards in 
his final two seasons at Dallas (Texas) South Oak Cliff, and will 
compete for time in the running back rotation as a true freshman 
in Madison. The 5-8, 185-pound Stevenson is the nation’s No. 17 
running back according to the 247Sports Composite. 


Sleeper: A high school quarterback at Green Bay (Wis.) Bay Port, 
Alec Ingold comes to Wisconsin as a 6-2, 220-pound linebacker 
recruit that Chryst and his staff are very high on. 


Bottom Line: The Badgers have a chance to strike gold at quar- 
terback between the prolific Austin Kafentzis or Alex Hornibrook, 

a former Pitt commit who followed Chryst to Wisconsin. The 
Badgers were balanced across the board with the exception of 
cornerback, which will be a huge need in 2016. 


Overviews: lt was always going to be a small 
class for Michigan, regardless of the coaching change. Jim 
Harbaugh and the new staff signed 14, six of which rank four-stars. 
Typical of a Harbaugh class, the Wolverines signed two quarter- 
backs, and they landed difference-makers within every other 
position group with the exception of linebacker. 

Headliner: The No. 1 player in Michigan, Saginaw (Mich.) Heri- 
tage Top100 athlete Brian Cole is enrolled early and will make an 
impact right away as a slot receiver. Cole can make a difference in 
the passing game and as a ball carrier on jet sweeps. 


Sleeper: Out of Prattville (Ala.) High, Keith Washington played 
quarterback on the prep level, but at 6-2, 175 pounds, has the size, 
and as a fluid athlete, high upside as a future cornerback in Ann 
Arbor. 


Bottom Line: Michigan battled for several blue-chippers down 
the stretch and won a few of them, including beating Florida State 
for four-star defensive end Shelton Johnson, and the Wolverines 
will win more than their fair-share of recruiting battles for touted 
players in 2016. 


Overviews: \llinois loaded up on the offensive 
side of the ball, bringing in a nice blend of JUCO targets and high 
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school standouts that should keep things moving forward in 
Champaign. The Illini are bringing in two running backs that should 
play as true freshmen in Dre Brown and Ke’Shawn Vaughn and six 
offensive linemen as the strength of the class. 

Headliner: Top247 offensive tackle Gabe Megginson turned 
down big-time offers from conference rivals to help Illinois take 
another step forward. Already physically ready to play in the Big 
Ten, Megginson should be a regular halfway through the season. 
He was the No. 2 recruit in Illinois regardless of position. 


Sleeper: Out of Nashville (Tenn.) Pearl Cohn, and a teammate 
of Vauhn’s on the prep level, the 6-1, 180-pound Cameron Watkins 
is a plus athlete that has the length college coaches covet in the 
secondary. 


Bottom Line: For the second time in three years, Illinois signed 
a Top 50 class. There are several players in the class that have 
high upside and could hear their name called regularly this coming 
season, none more so than JUCO tight end Andrew Davis, who 
should be the day one starter this fall. 


; Overview: The Terrapins are bringing in an 
18-player class that finished No. 48 nationally, led by an offensive 
line group that should add to the talent the Terrapins have brought 
in on the offensive front the past few years. As a matter of fact, 
Maryland has recruited the offensive line about as well as every 
other Big Ten program. 

Headliner: Quarvez Boulware is not the highest ranked player in 
the class, but the Washington (DC) Friendship Academy four-star 
offensive guard is a good bet to be a multi-year starter for the Ter- 
rapins in the trenches. Maryland beat several SEC powers to keep 
Boulware close to home. 


Sleeper: Brett Zanotto was a lightly recruited linebacker out of 
Murrysville (Pa.) Franklin Regional, who has a chance to make an 
impact at a huge position of need, inside linebacker, this coming fall. 


Bottom Line: D.J. Moore walks right into the Maryland receiver 
rotation with what they lost from last year and will be productive. If 
Adam McLean comes back from injury strong, the Top247 defensive 
tackle and jewel of the class is the type of body a program needs in 
the middle of its defense. The Terrapins focused on the trenches on 
both sides of the ball as they look to become a more physical team 
in the blue-collar Big Ten. 


Indiana 


Overview: The Hoosiers got much better as 
a football team with this recruiting class, flipping quarterback Austin 
King from North Carolina State, while also landing a nice compli- 
ment of playmakers at the receiver position and getting more 
athletic in the secondary. Indiana signed 22 players in all. 
Headliner: The Hoosiers don’t have many players on the roster 
like Hyattsville (Md.) DeMatha four-star safety Tyler Green, a former 
Indiana commit that comes from one of the best programs in the 
country. At 6-3, 195-pounds, Green has the size coveted at safety, 
and he could easily grow into a linebacker that can run. 


Sleeper: Omari Stringer out of Crete (Ill.) Monee is another 
6-4, 200-pound athlete with great length and versatility, he could 
make an impact at a several different spots for the Hoosiers in his 
career. 
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Bottom Line: t's a pivotal year for Indiana. The last few recruit- 
ing classes, including this one, have added athleticism on the 
defensive side of the football, and Kevin Wilson and his staff are 
hoping this is the season it all comes together. 


Northwestern 


Overview: The strength of the class for 
Northwestern comes on the defensive front where the Wildcats 
beat out powerhouse programs for defensive tackle Jordan 
Thompson, while also securing two more talented edge guys in Joe 
Gaziano and Trent Goens. Nathan Fox and Simba Short are two 
linebackers with high upside, and offensively Northwestern will look 
to bounce back in 2015 with receiver Flynn Nagel, running back 
John Moten and slot Jelani Roberts as guys that can help right 
away. 
Headliner: Northwestern made Thompson feel like a priority in 
beating out Alabama, Michigan State and Notre Dame among oth- 
ers for the Cincinnati (Ohio) La Salle standout who was the heart 
and soul of a defense that helped lead his team to an outstanding 
season. 


Sleeper: Northwestern needed a safety late in the process and 
turned to Trae Williams, a one-time Ohio commit and standout high 
school running back who at 6-0, 195 pounds has a chance to be 
really good in the Wildcats secondary. 

Bottom Line: This class blends in very well with what North- 
western signed in 2013 and 2014, and the Wildcats could very 

well be in position to be a double-digit win football team again this 
season, although the schedule isn’t all that friendly in the fall. 


Rutgers 


Overview: Rutgers coach Kyle Flood and his 
staff are bringing in a class that ranks No. 55 nationally according 
to 247Sports. The defensive line has a chance to be a really good 
one led by Marques Ford, with all of them listed at 6-3, or taller. 


Headliner: Out of Gibsonton (Fla.) East Bay, the four-star Ford 
passed on 30-plus offers to be a Scarlet Knight, where his style of 
play should make him one of the Big Ten’s best by the time he’s 
done. 


Sleeper: There are so many recruitable athletes at powerhouse 
Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) St. Thomas Aquinas, and Rutgers inked one 
of the best in receiver Jawuan Harris, a guy who will be dynamic 
on the next level. 


Bottom Line: The Scarlet Knights missed on many of their 

top targets, particularly in-state, however coming off a strong first 
season in the Big Ten and with Jersey being as deep as talented as 
its been in quite some time, Rutgers is in position to sign a Top 50 
class in 2016. 


Overview: The Hawkeyes continue to add talent 
on the offensive line, with arguably the four best players in the class 
being offensive linemen. lowa signed 21 in total and took advantage of 
a pretty strong year in-state, which includes three of those offensive 
linemen, along with quarterbacks Ryan Boyle and Drew Cook. 
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Headliner: James Daniels, one of the nation’s top center recruits, 
enrolled early and no question is already impressing Kirk Ferentz 
and his staff. The 6-4, 304-pound Daniels chose lowa over his other 
two finalists, Alabama and Ohio State. 


Sleeper: On signing day, lowa lost a running back commit but 
quickly gained a replacement in Eric Graham, a quick and decisive 
runner out of Prattville (Ala.) Autauga Academy who is very exciting 
on film. 


Bottom Line: This is a recruiting class full of hidden gems, from 
Boyle to Graham to defensive lineman Michael Slater to tight end 
Nate Vejvoda. The lowa staff does a nice job of evaluating and 
developing players. 


Overviews: The Minnesota coaching staff takes 
its time offering prospects, a lot of times bringing players into camp 
before offering. Guys like quarterback Demry Croft have a chance 
to develop into something special. The offensive line class has a lot 
of upside and the Gophers have to be happy with the skill players 
they signed on offense in 2015. 


Headliner: Charlie Rogers is one of the top JUCO cornerbacks in 
the country, and he enters one of the best secondary groups in the 
country, with at least three potential NFL guys. With that being said, 
Rogers should see the field early and eventually develop into a pro 
prospect himself. 


Sleeper: As is always the case with Minnesota, the Gophers class 
is full of sleepers, perhaps none more so than running back Shan- 
non Brooks, who used his big-time athleticism to gain over 2,000 
yards as a senior. SEC schools will regret letting the Peach State 
standout leave the Southeast. 


Bottom Line: With Jerry Kill and his staff, and deserving of a 
mention, their strength and conditioning staff, it's always best to take 
a wait-and-see approach with what they've signed. This is another 
group that has a lot of size and length and plenty of prospects to 
mold. 


Overview: \t's another full boat for Purdue, 
a 26-player class as Darrell Hazell and his staff work to get 
their guys in West Lafayette. The Boilermakers recruited a 
balanced class with a focus on adding size across the board. 
Offensive line and linebacker are the strengths of this recruiting 
cycle. 
Headliner: Out of Indianapolis (Ind.) Bishop Chatard, offensive 
guard Matt McCann is that old-school hard-nosed offensive line- 
man, a nasty player at the point of attack that comes from one of 
the best high school programs in the state. McCann has the look 
of a three-year starter at Purdue. 


Sleeper: Chazmyn Turner, a 6-5, 240-pound defensive end out 
of Mooresville (N.C.) Senior that ACC programs will ultimately be 
sad they passed on. 


Bottom Line: The Boilermakers finished second to last in the 
Big Ten the season before and last this year, so Darrel Hazell and 
his staff will put their trust in the fact that they can coach these 
young men up and out-evaluated their rivals for many of their 
recruits. 
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PICKING THE BIG TEN 


Once Again, Big Ten Supremacy Resides in East 


or the record, there still are two divi- 

sions in the Big Ten. Some pretty 

respected programs — Wisconsin, 
Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota — will duke it 
out in the West in hopes of accomplishing 
something memorable. 

But whom are we kidding? The Big Ten 
has become as lopsided as the SEC or Pac-12 
ever was. Championship talk is all East, 
all the time. 

Michigan State has won at least 11 
games in four of the past five seasons, 
and its back-to-back bowl victories over 
Stanford in the Rose and Baylor in the 
Cotton cemented Sparty as a Top 10 
automatic. 

“We have a very strong foundation, 
and we need to build on that foundation 
as we move forward,” said coach Mark 
Dantonio. “The reality is that expectations 


BIGTEN EAST Micirrhrig 


1. Ohio State 


2. Michigan State 


The offense will be unstoppable. The defense 
will be ridiculous. It's the Buckeyes’ world. 


Connor Cook is back; his 0-line is great; and who's about to 
doubt the coaching mastery of Mark Dantonio? 


here are very, very high, and they should 
be. ... The first goal has to be to win this 
side of the (conference).” 

Penn State is improving fast after a 
seamless handoff from Bill O’Brien to 
James Franklin, and of course there’s 
Michigan. Perhaps you already heard 
about the Wolverines’ hiring of — what’s 
his name again? — Jim Harbaugh. 

“There are no turnarounds at Michigan,” 
Harbaugh said, as though the past seven 
seasons in Ann Arbor never happened. 
“This is greatness, and there’s a long tradi- 
tion of it.” 

But we’ve gone far enough without 
mentioning Ohio State, haven’t we? OSU, 
fresh off a stirring performance in the 
first College Football Playoff, has taken 
an awfully-hard-to-get-to place alongside 
Alabama as one of the two premier pro- 


CONFERENCE PICKS 


Bad news 


Early game at Virginia Tech will be rough stuff. 
A regular-season ender at Michigan could be, too. 


Narduzzi isn't around to figure it out. 


3, Michigan 


4. Penn State 


corps to help boost his numbers. further behind the 8-ball than Bill O'Brien ever was. 
5 Rutger: Scarlet Knights coming off an eight-win season that | Those huge home games against Ohio State and 
ahi be ood issued a statement to the doubting masses. Michigan State? They're probably unwinnable. 


6. Maryland 


7, Indiana 


BIG TEN WEST 


1. Wisconsin 
wants to be nowhere else. 


Harbaugh! Seriously, has there been a more 
encouraging hire around these parts in forever? 


Christian Hackenberg has a killer receiver 


Randy Edsall has made it through to Year 5. 


Quarterback Nate Sudfeld is healthy again. 


Madison native and UW alum Paul Chryst 


The offense is a mess. Everyone would be 
down on Michigan if not for the coach. 


The Terps are hopelessly buried in this division. 


It isn't basketball season. 


That 59-0 loss to Ohio State in last season's 
Big Ten title game had to have left a mark. 


2. Nebraska 


3. lowa 


has been in years. 


4. Minnesota 


5. Illinois 


6 N tt VV St J 
SUE ea Marcus Allen. Really. 


7] 


7, Purdue 
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The Mike Riley-for-Bo Pelini exchange may make it 
possible for the Huskers to avoid losing four games. 


The running back position is deeper than it 
The Gophers will be stout again on defense 
and disciplined throughout the lineup. 

Huge number of returning starters for the Illini. 


Justin Jackson runs the ball like a young 


We'll let you know when we know of any. 


to play defense like it's the mid-1990s. 


A rebuilt Hawkeyes defense can do only so 
much. 


Getting torn up by TCU in the opener won't 
help anybody. 


The talent level is low in Champaign. 


If you didn’t notice, the Wildcats have been 
awful two years in a row. 


It's as bad as it's ever been for the 
Boilermakers. 


The Spartans lost some key defenders, and Pat 


Big Ten East-has become so good that James Franklin is 


The Huskers lost so much offense, they'll have 


grams in the sport. The Buckeyes are 
strong favorites to repeat as national 
champs in 2015. 

“A complacent, entitled team is going 
to be really, really bad,” said coach Urban 
Meyer. “A team that somehow has a chip 
on their shoulder, like (our 2014) team 
did, is going to be the essence of our 
season.” 

As a sports society, we tend to mythi- 
cize those who’ve won it all and come 
back for another crack at ultimate glory. 
Have we done that with, for example, 
Buckeyes quarterback Cardale Jones, 
who has three starts under his belt, 
yet enters the season as the college 
game’s superstar du jour? It’s possible, 
but there’s no denying that a roster 
with Jones, J.T. Barrett, Ezekiel Elliott, 
Joey Bosa, Darron Lee et al. would be — 


Our call 


The Buckeyes are bee-lining toward another playoff. 


Talent-wise, Sparty looks up at only OSU in this 
league. 


It's only a matter of time before the Wolverines pull 
off that first mega-upset. 


It'll be another also-ran bowl game for the Nittany 
Lions. 


It's a slow crawl for Kyle Flood’s program. 


Maybe we've underrated Indiana? 


Kevin Wilson probably took the wrong job. 


Corey Clement will run wild, and the defense will be 
just. good enough. 


The Big 12 days continue to look good. 


lowa seems to do a little better when it isn't expected 
to do much. 


Touchdowns matter. Minny won't score many. 


Tim Beckman will be up against it, even if he gets to 
six wins. 


Pat Fitzgerald ought to get out while the getting is 
good. 


Utter oblivion. In case you were wondering. 
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should be — considered the best in any 


; mj) MWiost Accurate Passer J.T. Barrett Ohio State 
conference in the country. tt iti  . a ikaa. ~~ OmoStie 
“We're the Ohio State Buckeyes,” said [fm = = eee 

a Best Scrambler Tommy Armstrong Jr. Nebraska 

Meyer, “and we play pretty good ball. [as Coo in the Connor Cook Michigan State 
es ete eS eer =| ir to Down Ezekiel Elliott Ohio State 

or the Big Ten, the hard part will be 

avoiding the sort of long-term divisional Os a. 
‘raed fe hi ‘sted in the SEC i=] Most Threat __Leonte Carroo Rutgers 
imbalance that has existed in the ae Tavior Decker Ohio State 
since Meyer's pair of national-title seasons tates ora 1 as Elflein Ohio State 
at Florida. Will new coaches Paul Chryst , Joey Bosa Ohio State 
at Wisconsin and Mike Riley at Nebraska a Michigan 
be able to find that next level for their SSS TE) ey aT as ial Teams Demon Nick VanHoose Northwestern 


programs? 

There has been nothing horrible wrong 
with either program. Wisconsin has aver- 
aged 10 wins across the past six seasons, 
but two coaches have decided to get up 
and leave. Nebraska is stuck in a four- 
loss rut. 

Even if the new coaches at both places 
are the answer, the evidence will be dif- 
ficult to see clearly this season. We can 
hope for a much better league title game 
than last year’s Ohio State 59, Wisconsin 0 
debacle, but frankly we may not get it. 

— Steve Greenberg 


Jordan Howard 
RB, Indiana 


Ezekiel Elliott 
RB, Ohio State 


Joey Bosa 
DE, Ohio State 


Cardale Jones 
QB, Ohio State 


Lindy’s ALL-BIG TEN TEAM 


QB Cardale Jones Jr. Ohio State QB Connor Cook Sr. Michigan State QB Christian Hackenberg Jr. Penn State 

RB Corey Clement Jr. Wisconsin e RB Justin Jackson So. _ Northwestern e RB Josh Ferguson Sr. Illinois 
5 RB Ezekiel Elliott Jr. Ohio State “ RB Akeel Lynch Sr. Penn State a RB Jordan Howard dr. Indiana 
ta WR Leonte Carroo Sr. Rutgers = ~6WR DaeSean Hamilton So. Penn State fa WR Geronimo Allison — Sr. Illinois 
) 6WR Michael Thomas _Jr. Ohio State = WR Jordan Westerkamp Jr. Nebraska f= WR Geno Lewis Jr. Penn State 
fe TE Jake Butt Jr. Michigan 3 TE Josiah Price Jr. Michigan State e TE Troy Fumagalli So. Wisconsin 
my 6C~ Jack Allen Sr. Michigan State mi C_ Dan Voltz Jr. Wisconsin ry 6C Austin Blythe Sr. lowa 
re OL Jack Conklin Jr. Michigan State ” OL Josh Campion Sr. Minnesota a OL Mason Cole So. Michigan 
2 OL Taylor Decker Sr. Ohio State OL Dan Feeney Jr. Indiana es OL Alex Lewis Sr. Nebraska 
‘=i OL Pat Elflein Jr. Ohio State <4 OL Billy Price So. Ohio State i 6OL Jordan Walsh Sr. lowa 
he OL Tyler Marz Sr. Wisconsin ba OL Jason Spriggs Sr. Indiana i OL Andrew Zeller Sr. Maryland 
- AP Janarion Grant Jr. Rutgers a AP De'Mornay Pierson-El So. Nebraska al AP Jalin Marshall So. Ohio State 

K Brad Craddock Sr. Maryland K Rafael Gaglianone So. Wisconsin K Paul Griggs Sr. Purdue 

DL Joey Bosa Jr. Ohio State DL Maliek Collins Jr. Nebraska DL Theiren Cockran — Sr. Minnesota 
— DL Shilique Calhoun Sr. Michigan State 5 DL Drew Ott Sr. lowa = DL Dean Lowry Sr. Northwestern 
< DL Adolphus Washington Sr. Ohio State m= ODL Lawrence Thomas Sr. Michigan State 4 DL Steven Richardson So. Minnesota 
=) DL Anthony Zettel Sr. Penn State es DL Vincent Valentine Jr. Nebraska 3 DL Jihad Ward Sr. Illinois 
HS LB Ed Davis Sr. Michigan State 4 LB Raekwon McMillan So. Ohio State = LB Vince Biegel Jr. Wisconsin 
=) LB Darron Lee So. Ohio State o LB Joe Schobert Sr. Wisconsin i LB Steve Longa Jr. Rutgers 
sg LB Joshua Perry Sr. Ohio State on LB Nyeem Wartman = Jr. Penn State r LB Matthew Harris Jr. Northwestern 
+ DB Vonn Bell Jr. Ohio State ta DB Eli Apple So. Ohio State fa DB V’Angelo Bentley Sr. Illinois 
A DB William Likely Jr. Maryland 28 DB Briean Boddy-Calhoun Sr. Minnesota = DB Darius Hillary Sr. Wisconsin 
Ia DB Nate Gerry Jr. Nebraska a DB Desmond King dr. lowa a DB Jourdan Lewis Jr. Michigan 
5 DB Jabrill Peppers So. Michigan fl DB Michael Caputo ‘Sr. Wisconsin a DB Eric Murray Sr. Minnesota 

P Peter Mortell Sr. Minnesota el =P Cameron Johnston Jr. Ohio State P Sam Foltz Jr. Nebraska 
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THE BIG ONES 


Sept. 3 
Michigan at Utah Let's see how Jim Harbaugh’s toughness translates in return to Pac-12 country. 
TCU at Minnesota Gophers were dominated in Fort Worth in ‘14. Shake up the world in ‘15? 
Sept. 5 
Wisconsin vs. Alabama (Arlington) | — Victory seems so far-fetched here for UW. Survival may work well enough. 
Sept. 7 
Ohio State at Virginia Tech Buckeyes’ enormous momentum is meaningless if they don’t get revenge here. 
Sept. 12 
Oregon at Michigan State Speaking of revenge ... Sparty still thinks it should've won in Eugene last year. 
Sept. 19 
Nebraska at Miami Huskers DBs will be tested by QB Brad Kaaya. Test for Mike Riley, too. 
Rutgers at Penn State First Big Ten game of year affords each team chance to make a statement. 
Sept. 26 
BYU at Michigan Another toughness check for Harbaugh’s squad. Cougs run the ball hard. 
Oct.3 
lowa at Wisconsina Badgers’ first chance under Paul Chryst to assert themselves as West favorites. 
Oct. 10 
Wisconsin at Nebraska Huskers have allowed an unspeakable 129 points in past two meetings. 
Oct. 17 4 
Michigan State at Michigan Paul Bunyan Trophy game has gone Spartans’ way in six of past seven. = * 
Penn State at Ohio State Christian Hackenberg vs. Cardale Jones? We'll take it every week, please. CONNOR COOK 
Nebraska at Minnesota This is where we find out how serious Gophers are about contending in West. Photo by Doug Hollema 
Oct. 24 
Penn State vs. Maryland (Baltimore)} ~ Recruiting — 197 miles from College Park to State College — is at stake. BOWL CONNECTIONS 
Oct. 31 
Michigan at Minnesota Wolverines were blown out at home by Gophs last season in Ann Arbor. Big Ten champ — College football playoff 
Nov.7 or Rose Bowl vs. Pac-12 
Michigan State at Nebraska Huskers nearly pulled off huge comeback in ‘14. Win here would be huge. Other affiliations: 
Minnesota at Ohio State Buckeyes were challenged to the max in Minneapolis a season ago. Outback vs. SEC 
Nov. 14 Citrus vs. SEC ; 
Minnesota at lowa Who are the Hawkeyes, anyway? lowa looking to surprise in the West. Holiday vs. Pac-12 

Tax Slayer vs. SEC 
Nov. 21 Music City vs. SEC 
Michigan State at Ohio State De facto East title game? One of most important games of year in CFB. Foster Farms vs. Pac-12 
Michigan at Penn State James Franklin tries to maintain position over Harbaugh & Co. in East. Pinstripe vs. ACC 
Nov. 28 Quick Lane vs. ACC 
Ohio State at Michigan Just remember: Harbaugh’s early Stanford teams were hell on Pac-12 big boys. Heart of Dallas vs. C-USA 
Penn State at Michigan State Hackenberg vs. Connor Cook? We'll take that matchup every week, too. Cire andi Masi Citv boing have ont 
Wisconsin at Minnesota How many straight for Badgers in this rivalry? Believe it — 11. i + a che ~ y Peay Level 
Northwestern vs. Illinois (Chicago)} + Bowl was on line for both when Illini won last year. Could be same again. for Big Ten or ACC team 
Indiana at Purdue Old Oaken Bucket? May as well call this Somebody Has to Win Bowl. 


1. Joey Bosa DE Ale Ohio State Pure explosion off the ball, and he’s only getting better. 


= 2. Christian Hackenberg QB Jr. Penn State Coming off a shaky season, but has all the first-round tools. 
z 3. Cardale Jones QB Jr. Ohio State Arm strength and instincts are wondrous. And zero fear. 

t 4. Connor Cook QB Sr. Michigan State Tall, strong, confident and the No. 1 senior QB prospect. 

z 5. Taylor Decker OT Sr. — Ohio State A 6-7 bookend with versatility to play either tackle spot. 

fy 6. Ezekiel Elliott RB Jr. Ohio State Home-run speed meets move-the-chains mentality. 

A 7. Jack Conklin OT Jr. Michigan State Pure left tackle who could vault over Decker on this list. 

o 8. Shilique Calhoun DE Sr.__ Michigan State Massive potential as pro pass rusher; has to turn it up in ‘15. 
f 9. Anthony Zettel DT Sr.___ Penn State Lacks girth, but brings a huge man’s attitude and toughness. 
2 10. Darron Lee LB So. Ohio State Has athleticism to skyrocket into first round in ‘16. — 


*Only draft-eligible players included. 
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AROUND THE BIG TEN 


Spartans Face a Tough Scheduling Road 


not all schedules are created equal- 
ly. 

Some teams get lucky with their cross- 
divisional misses, and some teams create 
their own luck with easy non-conference 
scheduling — although, these days, that 
might not be the smartest move, given 
the strength-of-schedule preferences of 
the College Football Playoff selection 
committee. 

In any case, let’s look at how the sched- 
ules inform what might happen this sea- 
son, ranking the toughest to the cream- 
puffiest: 

1. Michigan State — A revenge match 
with Oregon in East Lansing would 
be difficult enough, even if Air Force 
wasn’t bringing its triple-option attack 


IL: a two-division, 14-team league, 


FOUR-YEAR STANDINGS 


Ten looks 


East Division 
Ohio State 
Michigan State 
Michigan 

Penn State 
Maryland* 
Rutgers* 

Indiana 

West Division 
Wisconsin 
Nebraska 

lowa 


to Spartan Stadium just one week later. 
Gang Green must face its biggest rivals 
— Michigan and Ohio State — on the 
road and also must travel to Nebraska for 
a key divisional crossover game. 

2. Northwestern — It’ll be hard to 
erase the stench of back-to-back los- 
ing seasons with 
games against Stanford (home) and 
Duke (road) and visits to Big Ten West 
powers Nebraska and Wisconsin. The 
Wildcats have been beaten a hard-to- 
believe nine times in Evanston over the 
past two seasons. 

3. Minnesota — How ‘bout that home 
opener against TCU? Thank you very 
little. A test the following week at 
Colorado State, which won 10 games 
a season ago, could be stiff, even if 


non-conference 


rve th 


Sigh. 


0/1 
0/0 


the Rams have a new head coach and 
quarterback. The Gophers get divi- 
sion mates Wisconsin and Nebraska in 
Minneapolis, but they have the toughest 
of all crossover assignments — at Ohio 
State. 

4. Wisconsin — Congrats on the 
new gig, Paul Chryst. Now let’s see 
what you can do in the Arlington, 
Texas, opener against — for the love 
of God — Alabama. Seriously, assum- 
ing Chryst’s Badgers recover from that 
outing, they’ll still have to tangle with 
Nebraska and Minnesota on the road 
in the West. 

5. Michigan — The early lineup is 
pretty ambitious with a rugged opener 
at Utah and home dates with Oregon 
State and BYU. Jim Harbaugh’s 


Comment 

Will Meyer’s 24-0 Buckeyes ever lose a B1G game? 
Four of past five seasons have been 11-plus wins. 
Hoping HarBo brought a ladder. 

Non-league success helps Lions regain footing. 
What's so tough about the Big Ten? 

What's so tough about the Big Ten? 


Comment 

Back in business; 13 Big Ten wins in two years. 
On a four-loss treadmill, but it could be worse. 
One winning Big Ten season in four years. 


Minnesota f 0/0 
Northwestern A 0/0 
Purdue = - 0/0 
6-26 3 0/0 


Best back-to-back seasons in more than a decade. 
Worst back-to-back seasons in more than a decade. 
That's one win in the past 16 Big Ten games. 
Beating PSU and NW at the end brought back fun. 


cococoeoeoonBoooeoo=s = hw 
NM eOewO WwW FF FH SCHR HN WD BH 


Illinois 


Notes: Ch/D=Big 10 and Division Championships; M=Major bowls; B=Bowls; *Conference records for Maryland and Rutgers are for only 1 year, but 
overall marks are for 4 years. 
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Wolverines will be very excited to have 
Michigan State and Ohio State in Ann 
Arbor. 

6. Purdue — There’s opportunity for 
the Boilermakers in their non-conference 
schedule, with an opener at Marshall 
and home games against Virginia Tech 
and Bowling Green, but it might be too 
tough for them to get off the mat. Chalk 
up bad losses at Michigan State and at 
Wisconsin right now. 

7. Maryland — The Terps have a strong 
shot to be 3-0 heading into their game at 
West Virginia. Unfortunately, they’re up 
for a double-beatdown with East games 
at Ohio State and at Michigan State. 
Perhaps they can upset Wisconsin at 
Byrd Stadium? 

8. Ohio State — The Buckeyes can’t 
lose again to Virginia Tech — this 
time on the road — can they? Closing 
November against Michigan State 
in Columbus, followed by Meyer vs. 
Harbaugh Part 1 in Ann Arbor will be 
an absolute riot. 

g. Rutgers — The Scarlet Knights 
visit Penn State on Sept. 19 in the first 
game on the Big Ten schedule, a good 
barometer for both teams. They get both 
Michigan State and Ohio State at home 
— nice, sort of — but drawing Wisconsin 
and Nebraska in crossover games seems 
almost unfair. 

10. Nebraska — There’s a chance to 
really get off and running under Mike 
Riley, but the Huskers will have to come 
through early against BYU at home and 
at Miami. The strongest conference 
opponents from there look like Michigan 
State and Wisconsin, with both games in 
Lincoln. 

11. Iowa — The Iowa State hurdle 
(away) is never to be taken for granted, 
and Pittsburgh could be tough to beat in 
Iowa City. In West play, the Hawkeyes 
are at Wisconsin and Nebraska. Could be 
another long season for Kirk Ferentz. 

12. Penn State — No one is crying for 
the Nittany Lions, who have the league’s 
easiest non-conference slate and cross- 
over dates with Illinois and Northwestern. 
But it’s all relative — in East play, the Nits 
travel to Ohio State and Michigan State, 
which is brutal. 

13. Illinois — Great shot to open 3-1 
for a third straight year, with only North 
Carolina on the road as a probable defeat. 
The Illini host Nebraska and Wisconsin 
in the West, but crossover games at Penn 


ae 
URBAN MEYER 


State and at home against Ohio State 
stand in the way of progress. 

14. Indiana — Seems like now or never 
for Kevin Wilson, who faces a silly- 
friendly schedule. Western Kentucky at 
home and Wake Forest away could be 
problematic. Iowa and Purdue from the 
West are both beatable for this East 
dweller. 


TOP FIVE NEWCOMERS 


1. Jordan Howard, RB, Jr., Indiana 
— It isn’t often a team gets to plug ina 
proven veteran with nearly 2,500 yards 
and 15 touchdowns rushing to his credit. 
Howard was special in the now-defunct 
UAB program and has the size and tre- 
mendous speed to fill Tevin Coleman’s 
shoes. 

2. Paris Palmer, OT, Jr., Penn State 
— If all goes according to plan, the 
towering junior college transfer will 
be on the far left of the line, protect- 
ing Christian Hackenberg’s blind side. 
Palmer is long and unusually lean at 
6-7, 278; he’ll have to prove his tough- 
ness, 


3. Ty Isaac, RB, Jr., Michigan — The 
backfield picture is crowded in Ann 
Arbor, but you can’t fake 6-3, 240. Isaac, 
a USC transfer and former five-star recruit, 
seems tailor-made for Jim Harbaugh’s 
pro-style offense. 

4. T.J. Edwards, LB, Fr., Wisconsin — 
Echoes of the Badgers’ 59-0 loss to Ohio 
State in last year’s Big Ten title game 
still can be heard. Edwards, a redshirt 
freshman who played quarterback in high 
school, has taken his big-time burst to 
a potential starring role in the middle of 
the defense. 

5. LJ Scott and Madre London, RBs, 
Fr., Michigan State — Scott was a major 
2015 signee with workhorse potential. 
London, a redshirt freshman, also has a 
body-by-Sparty look, able to chew up lots 
of ground. MSU will settle for anything 
close to Jeremy Langford-like produc- 
tion. 


THE LITTLE THINGS 

* When Iowa offensive tackle Brandon 
Scherff was taken fifth in the 2015 NFL 
Draft, it marked the first time a Big Ten 
team had produced a Top 10 pick since 
2008, when Michigan’s offensive tackle 
Jake Long went No. 1 overall and Ohio 
State linebacker Vernon Gholston was 
the sixth pick. 

* Ohio State’s Urban Meyer has a 
decent record in Big Ten regular-season 
play. Decent, as in 24-0, Jim Tressel 
never lost fewer than three league 
games in a four-year period, and Woody 
Hayes never lost fewer than two. If the 
Buckeyes lose one league game — or 
none — are Bucknuts prepared to call 
Meyer the greatest coach in school his- 
tory? 

* Michigan has been on the losing 
end of 10 of the past 11 games against 
Ohio State. The Wolverines have lost 
six of seven to Michigan State. A vic- 
tory at home over either rival would be 
gigantic. 

* Is Minnesota finally ready to grab 
Paul Bunyan’s Axe back? The Gophers 
— who get the Badgers at home — have 
lost 11 straight to Wisconsin, and 18 of 
20. 

* Penn State quarterback Christian 
Hackenberg is about to obliterate the 
school’s passing records, even if his 
junior season is his final one in State 
College. He needs just 1,281 yards and 12 
touchdowns to make history. 
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1. Ohio State 
2. Michigan State 
3. Penn State 
4. Indiana 
5. Illinois 
6. Wisconsin 
7. Nebraska 
8. Minnesota 
9. Michigan 
10. Iowa 
11. Purdue 
12. Maryland 
13. Northwestern 
14. Rutgers 


1. Ohio State 
2. Wisconsin 
3. Northwestern 
4. Michigan 
5. Penn State 
6. Indiana 
7. Michigan State 
8. Rutgers 
9. Nebraska 
10. Illinois 
11. Iowa 
12. Minnesota 
13. Purdue 
14, Maryland 


RUNNING BACKS QUARTERBACKS 


1. Ohio State 
2. Penn State 
3. Rutgers 
4. Nebraska 
5. Michigan 
6. Illinois 
7. Michigan State 
8. Maryland 
9. Wisconsin 
10. Northwestern 
11. Purdue 
12. Iowa 
13. Indiana 
14. Minnesota 


RECEIVERS 


1. Ohio State 
2. Michigan State 
3. Wisconsin 
4. Indiana 
5. Iowa 
6. Minnesota 
7. Nebraska 
8. Hlinois 
9. Penn State 
10. Maryland 
11. Michigan 
12. Northwestern 
13. Rutgers 
14, Purdue 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


Cardale Jones, J.T. Barrett 
or Braxton Miller? Well, that’s 
a fine problem. Ohio State 
would carry the No. 1 national 
ranking into the new season 
regardless of which member of 
this star-studded trio was the 
official starter. 

Which is not to suggest 
these guys are peas in a pod. 
Barrett’s accuracy sets him 
apart; for Jones, it’s more about 
large doses of everything, 
including arm strength, run- 
ning ability and tone-setting 
confidence. Miller has the 


If any one player truly 
owned the first College 
Football Playoff, it wasn’t 
Ohio State QB Cardale Jones. 
It was Buckeyes running 
back Ezekiel Elliott, who ram- 
rodded Alabama and Oregon 
for an incredible 476 yards 
and six touchdowns. Behind 
a truly special offensive 
line — more on that in a bit — 
the 225-pound junior has 
a real chance at the Heisman 
Trophy. 

Corey Clement, it’s your 


Ohio State’s Michael 
Thomas is a traditional lead- 
ing guy — hands, route-run- 
ning, the whole package. Then 
there are extreme athletes 
Jalin Marshall and Dontre 
Wilson, who can line up at 
H-back or outside, catch the 
ball and make magic happen. 
Watch out for young Noah 
Brown, who could fill the 
deep-threat void left by Devin 
Smith. The.Buckeyes aren’t as 
ridiculously good in this area 
as they are in some others, 


Sorry to talk Ohio State 
again, but the Buckeyes will 
be picking up where they left 
off last season, dominating its 
foes with a terrific offensive 
line. Tackle Taylor Decker and 
guard Pat Elflein are the stars 
and All-America candidates. 
Young Billy Price is coming on 
like gangbusters, and Jacoby 
Boren likewise is a returning 
starter. 

Michigan State is right there 
with its East rival, though. As 


most long-term experience of 
playing at an elite level, yet 
he seems like the long shot in 
this race. 

No mystery at Michigan 
State or Penn State, where 
Connor Cook and Christian 
Hackenberg are locked in and 
loaded with big-time ability. 
Cook isn’t afraid to take chanc- 
es and has a short memory 
after mistakes. Hackenberg is 
surrounded by quality receiv- 
ers; if his offensive line holds 
up, he’ll be on the hook to 
greatly improve on his 2014 


turn. Wisconsin always has the 
next guy teed up and ready 
to roll, and Clement — who 
rushed for 949 yards and nine 
touchdowns as a sophomore 
and is an excellent receiving 
back — has superstar potential. 
Redshirt freshman Taiwan Deal 
is the successor in the pipeline, 
and the Badgers always run 
multiple horses at the opposi- 
tion. 

One of the most under- 
rated backs in the country 
is Northwestern sophomore 


but they’re still bursting at the 
seams with playmaking pass- 
catchers. 

Penn State’s Christian 
Hackenberg should be able to 
find more downfield success 
with DaeSean Hamilton and 
Geno Lewis to throw to, right? 
Hamilton is big, soft-handed 
and is absolutely the top target 
that the Nittany Lions need to 
move forward in a brutishly 
tough-at-the-top East division. 

But let’s talk Leonte Carroo, 
shall we? He’s as good, as 


long as the Jacks are around 
— center Allen and tackle 
Conklin — the Spartans will 
have an intimidating offense 
to match their always-brutish 
defense, 

Wisconsin’s line will be 
typically salty and, needless 
to say, utterly massive. You 
want center Dan Voltz on 
your squad. You want tackle 
Tyler Marz. You want up-and- 
comer Michael Deiter. Who 
are we kidding? Anyone who's 


RATING THE BIG TEN —¥#_— 


completion percentage (55.8) 
and more than turn around his 
disturbing ratio of 12 touch- 
down passes to 15 intercep- 
tions. 

Questions come into play 
further down the line: Will 
Joel Stave deliver more con- 
sistent play at Wisconsin? Is 
Nebraska’s Tommy Armstrong 
Jr, ready to take the next step 
in his development? Will 
Illinois’ Wes Lunt and Indiana’s 
Nate Sudfeld help save the jobs 
of Tim Beckman and Kevin 
Wilson, respectively? 


Justin Jackson, the best 
player on the field for the 
Wildcats as they slogged 
through a difficult 2014. Think 
Marcus Allen-smooth with 
this guy. Meanwhile, every- 
one in the Big Ten is bracing 
for the coming-out party of 
Michigan’s Ty Isaac, a USC 
transfer with giant size and 
light feet who seems to have 
been born to help usher in Jim 
Harbaugh’s pro-style offense 
in Ann Arbor. 


dynamic and as NFL-ready 

as anyone in the conference. 
Carroo would be an All- 
American at Ohio State, or 

in any program with a much 
bigger profile than the Scarlet 
Knights enjoy. 

Don’t ever take your eyes 
off Nebraska slot man Jordan 
Westerkamp, who'll nab 
anything within his catch 
radius, and don’t be surprised 
if Illinois’ Geromino Allison 
leads the league in touchdown 
grabs. 


good enough to strap it on up 
front for Wisconsin is good 
enough for you or anybody 
else. 

Indiana is as locked-down 
with this unit as it is any- 
where, and that’s the main 
reason why the Hoosiers will 
be a tough out in 2015. Left 
tackle Jason Spriggs could 
play anywhere in the con- 
ference. Guard Dan Feeney 
could, too. 
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PLAYERS TO WATCH 


1. Ohio State 
2. Michigan State 
3. Penn State 
4. Nebraska 
5. Minnesota 
6. Iowa 
7. Michigan 
8. Illinois 
9. Wisconsin 
10. Northwestern 
11. Maryland 
12. Rutgers 
13. Purdue 
14. Indiana 


1. Dhio State 
2. Wisconsin 
3. Michigan State 
4. Penn State 
5. Rutgers 
6. Nebraska 
7. Michigan 
8. Minnesota 
9. Iowa 
10. Maryland 
11. Illinois 
12. Northwestern 
13. Purdue 
14. Indiana 


LINEBACKERS DEFENSIVE LINE 


1. Ohio State 
2. Michigan 
3. Minnesota 
4. Wisconsin 
5. Michigan State 
6. Nebraska 
7. Maryland 
8. Iowa 
9. Northwestern 
10. Penn State 
11. Illinois 
12, Indiana 
13. Rutgers 
14, Purdue 


1. Maryland 

2. Minnesota 

3. Nebraska 

4. Ohio State 

5. Purdue 

6. Wisconsin 

7. Rutgers 

8. Michigan 

9. Michigan State 
10. Northwestern 
11. Penn State 
12. Indiana 
13. Iowa 
14. Illinois 


SPECIAL TEAMS SECONDARY 


Let’s start with Joey Bosa 
and Adolphus Washington. 
The Ohio State talent is still 
scary-good, even after it lost 
Michael Bennett off the line. 
Bosa, a junior end, already has 
21 career sacks and 34.5 tack- 
les for loss — but the numbers 
don’t tell the tale of this 6-6, 
275-pounder as vividly as a 
slo-mo replay does. His get-off 
is off the charts. 

Back again is Michigan 
State senior Shilique Calhoun, 
one of the most exciting ends 


Add new inside starter 
Raekwon McMillan to senior 
Joshua Perry and the hugely 
promising Darron Lee on the 
outside, and (is this over the 
top?) these guys should just 
be moved to the NFL as a unit 
right now. MeMillan is the 
prototype interior thumper. 
Perry has seen it all. And Lee 
was the defense’s answer to 
Ezekiel Elliott during the play- 
off — a real show-stealer. On 
an Ohio State team with no 


You'll never guess which Big 
Ten team looks best in the sec- 
ondary heading into 2015. Wait, 
did you say Ohio State? You 
are correct. The Buckeyes have 
three starters back from their 
title team, including junior 
safeties Vonn Bell, who moves 
like a cornerback and hits like 
a linebacker, and Tyvis Powell, 
who was defensive MVP of the 
championship victory over 
Oregon. Sophomore Eli Apple 
has serious lockdown potential 
on the outside. 


If only Maryland can fix 
its kicking situation, things 
might work out OK. Seriously, 
there’s no one better than 
senior kicker Brad Craddock, 
last season’s Lou Groza Award 
winner as the best in the coun- 
try at the position. The Aussie 
missed one try all year — 
a 54-yarder in the finale. 
How dare he, right? 

The Terps also have Will 
Likely to use as much as 


Michael Thomas, Ohio State 
Pos:WR Ht:6-3 Wt: 210 


in college football. He plays 
faster than 6-5, 250 yet also 
looks much bigger, and his 
experience level sets him 
up to challenge Bosa for 
best-of-the-best recognition. 
Lawrence Thomas has the 
potential to earn co-billing 
with Calhoun in East Lansing, 
and watch out for redshirt 
freshman Montez Sweat, 
who had a giant spring. 

Penn State’s Anthony Zettel 
is up there with any tackle in 
the league. Run-stuffer Austin 


weaknesses, linebacker is 
a particular strength. 
Wisconsin will have one of 
the top defenses in the league 
thanks in large part to its line- 
backing crew. Joe Schobert 
and Vince Biegel are returning 
starters on the outside; both 
are athletic and tough. And 
redshirt freshman T.J. Edwards 
is a rising star. The Badgers 
will miss former inside guys 
Derek Landisch and Marcus 
Trotter, but perhaps not all 


Michigan safety Jabrill 
Peppers is the defensive player 
everyone in the Big Ten is dying 
to see. The Wolverines will be 
good in the back end regard- 
less, but Peppers — formerly 
one of the top recruits in the 
land — could make them special. 
At cornerback, Michigan traded 
graduate transfers, getting 
Wayne Lyons from Stanford 
after seeing Blake Countess 
leave. Fair enough. 

You won't find many bet- 
ter duos at cornerback than 


they’re willing to as a return 
guy. As strong as Likely is 
at cornerback, he may be 
even better running back 
punts and kickoffs. Maryland 
blocked a bunch of kicks and 
punts last season, another 
strength. 

Wisconsin has a star — 
cult hero? — in Brazilian kicker 
Rafael Gaglianone, a huge- 
legged dude known for post- 
kick dances and being rather, 


Vonn Bell, Ohio State 
Pos:DB Ht:5-11 Wt:205 


Johnson is in the discussion, 
too, helping the Lions rank 
third nationally against the run 
last season. 

Wouldn’t it be something if 
Nebraska's defense became 
a dominant unit again after the 
departure of Bo Pelini? Vincent 
Valentine and Maliek Collins 
are dynamite up front and will 
make everyone around them 
better. 


that much. 

The league has plenty of 
guys who can run and pack 
a wallop. 

Ed Davis at Michigan State 
is terrific. Nyeem Wartman- 
White at Penn State is a fright- 
ening figure; he moves inside 
this year to Mike Hull’s old 
spot. Rutgers’ Steve Longa has 
tremendous range. 


Minnesota’s Briean Boddy- 
Calhoun and Eric Murray 

— start with them if you’re 
trying to build a case for why 
the Gophers can win the West 
division. 

Wisconsin safety Michael 
Caputo and corner Darius 
Hillary, both seniors, are excel- 
lent players. Nebraska’s Nate 
Gerry, Iowa’s Desmond King 
and Maryland's Will Likely all 
are big-time corners at what is 
a very strong position for the 
league. 


well, plus-sized. 

One of the real stories of the 
Big Ten will be its outstand- 
ing punting. Minnesota’s Peter 
Mortell, Ohio State’s Cameron 
Johnston and Nebraska’s Sam 
Foltz all are among the best 
out there. 
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BIG TEN YEAR IN REVIEW 


THE RACE 

Urban Meyer is 24-0 in Big Ten regular-season play as Ohio State’s head 
coach, but, don’t forget, there were a few challenges along the way last season 
before the Buckeyes basically obliterated the postseason competition. 

How about that double-overtime win at Penn State? The Buckeyes, who coughed 
up a 17-0 lead, won 31-24 when Joey Bosa came up with a sack on the final play. 

Two weeks later, Ohio State’s 49-37 win at Michigan State — quarterback J.T. 
Barrett accounted for five touchdowns — stamped Meyer's squad as the confer- 
ence’s lead dog in the chase for the playoff. The Spartans were ranked No. 8 at 
the time. Ohio State was only 14th. 

The Buckeyes continued to climb. 

They survived a sloppy, wintery game at Minnesota, 31-24, recovering a late onside 
kick to secure the win. They beat Indiana and then pulled away from Michigan 
(goodbye, Brady Hoke), but lost their quarterback in the process (goodbye, Barrett). 

Against the odds, Ohio State turned up the heat behind third-string quarter- 
back Cardale Jones, blasting West champ Wisconsin, 59-0, in the Big Ten title 
game, a result so stirring that the College Football Playoff selection committee 
bumped the Bucks from No. 6 to No. 4 over TCU and Baylor. 


THE CHAMPION: Ohio State 

Ohio State's three-game postseason roll behind a third-string quarterback might 
never be matched. Incredible. But it wasn’t all about the quarterback, of course. 

Urban Meyer, in three short years, assembled the depth and elite talent across 
the board to both overpower SEC strength (Alabama) and out-run Pac-12 speed 
(Oregon). The playoff semifinal in the Sugar Bowl was epic — Meyer vs. the 
Tide’s Nick Saban — and the 42-35 Buckeyes’ win pointed everyone in this direc- 
tion: The next “Alabama” in college football is likely to be Ohio State. 

The Buckeyes finished their glory road with a 42-20 win over Oregon in the 
inaugural College Football Championship game in Arlington, Texas. OSU had 
it all — the running game (Ezekiel Elliott with 246 yards), the passing (Cardale 
Jones with 242 yards) and the defense (Oregon’s Royce Freeman rushed for only 
22 yards; Mr. Heisman Marcus Mariota wasn’t other-worldly). 

It was Ohio State's eighth national title. 


THE STARS 

Offensive Player of the Year: Melvin Gordon, RB, Wisconsin 

He set the FBS single-game record with 408 yards against Nebraska (broken a 
week later by Oklahoma’s Samaje Perine) and chased single-season leader Barry 
Sanders all the way to the end. Gordon came up just short. His 2,587 rushing 
yards were 41 shy of Sanders’ 2,628. 

Defensive Player of the Year: Joey Bosa, DL, Ohio State 

Sacks and shrugs. Bosa was the high-motor heart of the Buckeyes’ defense as 
a sophomore, with 13.5 sacks and 21 tackles for loss. He forced four fumbles that 
led to 30 points, including a safety followed by a touchdown drive. 

Coach of the Year: Jerry Kill, Minnesota 

Kill returned to the field in 2014 after seizures related to his epilepsy cut short 
his 2013 season. With the no-frills Kill on the sideline full time, Minnesota went 
8-5 overall, 5-3 in the Big Ten and advanced to the Citrus Bowl. 


THE POSTSEASON 

The Big Ten sent 10 teams into the postseason for the second time, matching 
the 2011 campaign, and those teams played in 11 games, thanks to Ohio State 
advancing through the playoff. The league went 6-5, which is OK, but it was the 
quality of the victories that went a long way to turning around the Big Ten’s flag- 
ging reputation. Ohio State won the league’s first national title since 2002 (when 
the Buckeyes did it), and Wisconsin (251 rushing yards from Melvin Gordon) and 
Michigan State (a stunning late rally) were impressive in big bowls, too. 


CFP Championship Ohio State 42, Oregon 20 
Sugar Bowl Ohio State 42, Alabama 35 
Outback Bowl Wisconsin 34, Auburn 31 (OT) 


Cotton Bowl Classic Michigan State 42, Baylor 41 
Buffalo Wild Wings Citrus Bowl Missouri 33, Minnesota 17 


TaxSlayer Bowl Tennessee 45, Iowa 28 
Holiday Bowl USC 45, Nebraska 42 
Pinstripe Bowl Penn State 31, Boston College 30 


Foster Farms Bowl 
Quick Lane Bowl 
Heart of Dallas Bowl 


Stanford 45, Maryland 21 
Rutgers 40, North Carolina 21 
Louisiana Tech 35, Illinois 18 


ALL-BIG TEN TEAM 


OFFENSE — First Team 


QB J.T. Barrett 
RB Tevin Coleman 
RB Melvin Gordon 
TE Maxx Williams 
WR Tony Lippett 
WR Kenny Bell 

C Jack Allen 

OG Pat Elflein 

OG Kyle Costigan 


OT Brandon Scherff 
OT Rob Havenstein 


PK Brad Craddock 


DEFENSE — First Team 


DL Shilique Calhoun Michigan State 


DL Randy Gregory 
DL Joey Bosa 

DL Anthony Zettel 
LB Jake Ryan 

LB Mike Hull 

LB Derek Landisch 
DB William Likely 


DB Kurtis Drummond Michigan State 


DB Trae Waynes 
DE Doran Grant 
P Peter Mortell 


EAST 

Team 

Ohio State 
Michigan State 
Maryland 
Rutgers 
Michigan 
Penn State 


Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Nebraska 
Iowa 

Illinois 
Northwestern 
Purdue 


OFFENSE — Second Team 


as selected by the 


Ohio State | QB Connor Cook Michigan State 
Indiana | RB David Cobb Minnesota 
Wisconsin | RB Ameer Abdullah Nebraska 
Minnesota | TE Jeff Heuermann Ohio State 
Michigan State | WR Stefon Diggs Maryland 
Nebraska | WR Devin Funchess Michigan 
Michigan State | C Austin Blythe Towa 
Ohio State | OG TravisJackson Michigan State 
Wisconsin | OG Zac Epping Minnesota 
Iowa | OT Jack Conklin Michigan State 
Wisconsin | OT Taylor Decker Ohio State 
Maryland | PK Sam Ficken Penn State 
DEFENSE — Second Team 
DL Carl Davis Iowa 
Nebraska | DL Louis Trinca-Pasat Towa 
Ohio State | DL Maliek Collins Nebraska 
Penn State | DL Michael Bennett Ohio State 
Michigan | LB Quinton Alston Iowa 
Penn State | LB Taiwan Jones Michigan State 
Wisconsin | LB Damien Wilson Minnesota 


Maryland | DB Briean Boddy-Calhoun Minnesota 
Minnesota 
Michigan State | DB Ibraheim Campbell Northwestern 
Ohio State | DB Frankie Williams 
Minnesota | DB Michael Caputo 
DB Darius Hillary 

P Justin DuVernois 


THE STANDINGS 


PCT. 


100 
875 
500 
375 
375 
250 
125 


PCT. 


875 
625 
(625 
500 
375 
375 
125 


DB Eric Murray 


PF PA W-L 
368 195 14-1 
316 158 1l-2 
202 263 7-6 
166 278 8-5 
155 188 65-7 

ll2 165 7-6 

151 288 4-8 

PF PA W-L 
294 143 11-3 
244 200 6-5 
267 217 9-4 
250 212 7-6 
188 277 6-7 
170 201 «(5-7 
177 265 «863-9 


PCT 
933 


B46 
538 


615 
Al7 


538 


333 


PCT 


786 


615 


692 
538 
462 


Al7 


250 


Purdue 


Wisconsin 
Wisconsin 


PF 
872 
559 
370 
347 
asi 
268 
301 


Illinois 


PA 
330 
280 
392 
392 
269 
242 
394 


PA 
291 
314 
343 
333 

442 
302 
380 
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2014 BIG TEN LEADERS 


PASS EFFICIENCY G CMP ATT INT PCT. YDS TD EFFIC. INTERCEPTIONS 6 NO. yps TO LONG = AVG/G 

1. J.T. Barrett, Ohio State 12203 314 10646 2834341608 1. Will Likel land 13 6 170 2 88 0.4 

2. Connor Cook, Michigan State 132123658 «SB. 1424 (149.4 2. Landon Feichter, Purdue 12 5 59 0 23 0.42 

3. Gary Nova, Rutgers 13 187 327 (12 ~++57.2 2851 22 ~ —~*145, 3. Vonn Bell, Ohio State 15 6 29 0 15 0.40 

4, Jake Rudock, lowa 12219 345 5 617 2436 16 1335 4, Nate Gerry, Nebr 1 92 0 54 0.38 

5. Armstrong Jr., Nebraska 13 184 345 +12 ~«53.3 Fa A 133.0 Calhoun,B Boddy, Minnesota 13 5 59 0 56 0.38 

6. Mitch Leidner, Minnesota 12122237, 123.8 6. Doran Grant, Ohio State 15 5 106 0 37 0.33 

7. Reilly O'Toole, Ilinois 13122 206 8 592 rT 122.3 7. Kurtis Drummond, Michigan Stai 13 4 52 0 19 0.31 

8, Devin Gardner, Michi 12174 283. 15 61.5 1896 0 118.8 8. Frankie Williams, Purdue 1 3 119 1 56 0.27 

9. Brown, Maryland 13189 354 10 534 2288 13 1142 Godwin lqwebuike, Northwestem 11 3 u 0 i 0.27 

10. Christian Hackenberg, Penn State 413-270 = 48415 558 2977 12 109.4 10. Tyvis Powell, Ohio State 15 4 49 0 29 0.27 
RUSHING 6 ATT YoS AVG. ™ ~—YDS/G SCORING & FG XPT =—-2XP Ne 
4. Melvin Gordon, Wisconsin 14 343 2587 75 29 184.8 1. Melvin Gordon, Wisconsin 1432 0 0 0 192 37 
2. Tevin Coleman, Indiana 12 270 2036 75 15 169.7 2, Ameer Abdullah, Nebraska 13-22 0 0 0 132 1.2 = 
3. Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State 15 273 1878 69 18 125.2 Jeremy Lanaford, Michigan State ay 0 0 0 132 102 #4 
4, David Cobb, Minnesota 13 314 1626 5.2 13 125.1 4, Rafael Gaglianone, Wisconsin 13 0 59 19 0 16 89 BS 
5. Ameer Abdullah, Nebraska 13 264 1611 6.1 19 123.9 5. Michael Geiger, Michigan State 195=—2D 7214 0 114 88 
6. Jeremy Langford, Michigan State 13 276 1522 55 22 117.1 6. Sean Nuemberger, Ohio State ae) a 13 0 128 85 ee 
7. Justin Jackson, Northwestern 12 245 1187 48 10 98.9 7. Drew Brown, Nebraska 13 0 59 14 0 401 a > 
8. Akeem Hunt, Purdue 12 173 949 5.5 6 79.1 8. Sam Ficken, Penn State 13 0 28 24 0 100 77 A 
9. J.T. Barrett, Ohio State 12 171 98 55 ii 78.2 9. Craddock, Maryland 130 4418 0 98 75 fel 
10. Corey Clement, Wisconsin 14 147 94 65 9 67.8 10. Tevin Coleman, Indiana 2. 15 0 0 0 90 75 
TOTAL OFFENSE G RUSH PASS PLAYS TOT YDS/G PUNTING G NO. YDS LG AVG, RECEIVING YDS/GAME G REC. YDS TD AVG/G 

1. J.T. Barrett, Ohio State 12 938 2834 485 3772 314.3 _1. Peter Mortell, Minnesota 13___67__-3025_— 6445.1. «_1. Tony Lippet, Michigan State 13 65 1198 11 92.2 

2. Armstrong Jr. Nebraska 13705 2695 490 3400 261.5 2 Cameron Johnston, Ohio State 15 48 2164 73 45.1 _ 2. Leonte Carroo, Rutgers 13-55-1086 10 83.5 

Cook, Michi te 1380 S214 416 4 _ 3. Justin DuVemois, Illinois 13773388 74 44.0 _ 3. Mike Dudek, Illinoi 13 1s 1038 679.8 

4. Christian Hackenberg, Penn State 13-94 2977 577 2883 221.8 _ 4. Will Hagerup, Michigan 1253 2274 63 429 4. Di land 10 7925 79.2 

5. Gary Nova, Rutgers 13-5 2851 372 2846 2189 _ 5. Sam Foltz, Nebraska 1363 2659 70 422 _5.DaeSean Hamilton, Penn State 13 go9 269.2 

6. | 12176 2436 412 2612 217.7 _6. Renfro, Maryland 13 3487 41.5 _ 6. Danny Anthrop, Purdue 9 = 616 4 68.4 

7. Brown, Maryland 13 539 2288 515 2827 217.5 _7. Mike Sadler, Michigan State 13522143 66 41.2 _7. Devin Funchess, Michigan ii 62 ~733—«4 Ex 

8. Trevor Siemian, Northwestem 11 -123 2214 460 2091 190.1 _ 8. Erich Toth, Indiana 1277 313364 40.7 _ 6. Devin Smith, Ohio State 1 33 93112 

. Mitch Leidner, Minnesota 12 452 1798 2250 187.5 |. Thom: Ss, Purdue 12 2 57 8 |. Kenny Bell aska i347 7 6 ms 

10. Melvin Gordon, Wisconsin 14 2587 0 343 2587 184.8 _10. Dillon Kidd, lowa fi 461771 55 38.5 10. Shane Wynn, Indiana 1256 3 
Iie seseseeeeeecieeeeneeeeenmiesenmmeeense ecm aa 
TOTAL OFFENSE G PLAYS YDS AVG/P TD AVG/G TOTAL DEFENSE G PLAYS YDS AVG/P TD AVG/G KICKOFF RETURNS G NO YDS TD AVG. 

1. Ohio State 15 1099 7674 7.0 83 511.6 4, Penn State 138493623, 43 24-2787 1. Marylal 13 42.1073 S155 

2. Michigan State 13994 6510 6.5 70 5008 2. Wisconsin 14839 4117_—«4.9—34 204.1 2. Michigan State 13 36865 1 «40 

3. Wisconsin 14 970 6564 6.8 61 468.9 : Michigan 12783-3736 «48 (27 311.3 3. Rutgers 13 471109 0 236 

4, Nebraska 13 946 5880 6.2 59 452.3 n Stat 1380741 135 3158 4, Minnesota 13 36.8251 

5. Indiana 12852 4860 5.7 36 405.0 : Ohio State 1510325136 5.0 41 342.4 5. Ohio State 15 a ey 

6. lowa 13 951 5201 55 43 400.1 6. lowa 138474475 «5.3 37 344.2 6. Wisconsin 14 31671 0 216 

7. Rutgers 13 846 5070 6.0 43 390.0 7. Minnesota 138824786 5.4 38 368.2 7, Penn State 13 35731 20.9 

8. Illinois 13 883 4774 54 41 367.2 8. Nebraska 139294988 5.4 40 983.7 8. Nebraska 13 438940208 

9. Minnesota 13 853 4645 5.4 44 357.3 9. Northwestem 12878 4611 53 35 384.2 9. lowa 13 42869 0 207 

10. Northwestem 12941 4237 45 30 3531 10. Purdue 12 8944 6 45 416, 10. Northwestern 12 40 808 1 202 

11. Purdue 12836 4135 49 33 3446 11. Indiana 728895200 5.8 46 433.3 11. Michigan 12 23 457, ~—~SO «19:9 

12. Maryland 13 846 444753 40 342.1 12. Maryland 131040 5671 55 43 436.2 12. Purdue 12 49959 ~~ «198 

13. Penn State 13948 4359 46 26 335.3 13. Rutgers 139015756 64 50 4428 13. Illinois 13 40778 0 (195 

14. Michigan 12751 3996 53 27 3330 14. Illinois 13987 5933 6.0 51 4564 14. Indiana 12 48903 0 188 
SCORING OFFENSE G TD FG XPT 2XPDXPSAFPTS AVG | SCORINGDEFENSE G TD FG XPT2XPDXPSAFPTS AVG PUNT RETURN AVG G NO YDS 1D AVG 
_1.OhioState__15_90 13 89 14 0 1 672 448 1. Penn State 1327 18 24 0 0 1 242 186 1. Nebraska 13 39-620 3.159 

2. Michigan State_13 74 14 73 0 0 0 559 43.0 2. Wisconsin 1435 15 32 2 0 0 291 208 2. Northwestern 12 SS a 
—3.Nebraska__13 64 15 60 i 0 0 491 37.8 9 Michigan Stale 13 96 9 31 3 0 0 280 215 3. Purdue 2.16297 01148 

4. Wisconsin 14 61 19 59 0 O 1 484 346 4. Ohiio State 15 43 10 42 0 0 0 330 220 4. Maryland 1 a () Fe eT 
—S.Mariand 134518 44 870 28.5 5. Michi 1231 18 29 0 0 269 224 5. Ohio State 15 40451 118 
—§.Minnesota__13__ 48 12 45 ~0_ 00. 369_-28.4 6. Minnesota 1340 12 38 0 0 0 314 242 6. Wisconsin 14 25 277 0. ii 
_f.lowa 13471245 8G 28 7. Northwestern 12-39 11:35 0 0 0 302 252 7. Minnesota 13 24210 8 

8. Rutgers 1343 16 41 0 0 347_ 26.7 8. lowa 1341 16 37 1 0 0 333 256 8. Illinois 13 22191 0 87 
—9.lllingis_43__45 9 38 0 0 1 337 259 “9 Nebraska 1344 11 44 0 0 1 343 264 9. Rutgers 13 SS ae 

10. Indiana j2_ 37 14 35 1 0 0 301 25.1 10. Rutgers 13_51_13 47 0 0 0 302 302 70. Penn State 13 | 0 68 

41. Purdue 12 16_ 32 1 0 0 286 238 Maryland 1346 23 45 0 0 1 392 302 11. Michigan 12 13 88 1 68 i 
42. Northwestem __12_33 14 26 4 1 0 276 23.0 72 Purdue 12 48 16 44 0 0 0 380 317 12. Michigan State 13 eV EET) 58 fe 
3. Michi i2_29 15 28 O 1 251 209 43 Indiana 1248 20 46 0 0 0 394 328 13. Indiana 12 17 80 52 i 
14. Penn State 1328 24 28 0 0068 20.6 44. inci 1356 15 53 3 0 1 442 340 14. lowa 13 2423 
RUSHING OFFENSE 8G ATT YDS AVG. TD YDS/G RUSHING DEFENSE ATT YARDS AVG. TD YOS/G — PUNTING. G NO YDS AVG/P RET AVG TB NET/P [ES 
1. Wisconsin 14648 = 448269) 46 320.1 ichi w” 
—1.Wisconsin__14__—648_——-4482——6.9__-46 _320.1_ 1. Michigan State 133631150 «3.218 88.5 1. Ohio State 15 2164 451 58 12 5 418 [ee 
—2.Ohio State _15__ 690_9967_5.7 _41 _2645. “Penn State _—*13—443— “130629 14_—1005=«= 2. llinois_— 13783422439 174 22 7 308 FH 
. Indiana 2 3t 5.9 29 263.6 3. Michigan 12 440 1412 (3.2 13 ‘117.7 3. Minnesota 13 68 3025 445 119 18 12 392 (2 
4. Nebraska __ 135873123, —.3 35 240.2 4. Wisconsin 1440217653619 126.1 4, Nebraska 13 64 2628 411 143 22 5 37.3 

5, Michigan State 135943057 5.1 44 235.2 5. Ohio State 155372120 39 24 141.3 5. Indiana 1277 3133 407 195 25 7 363 
—6.Minnesota 13599 2801__ 4.7 32 215.5 6. lowa 13 495 2188 44 +19 1683  —6.MichiganSlate 13 52 2143 41.2 190 37 5 356 
—Tlowa___ 1351421204 122 163.17 Northwestem 12 481 2039 42 18 169.9 7. Purdue 12 60 2322 38.7 182 30 2 95.0 
—8.Michigan 124251954 4.6 7162.8 8. Minnesota 13476 2071 48 18 1747 8. Maryland 1386 3487 40.5 325 38 9 347 

9. Rutgers 13__489_2114 43 21 *162.6 9. Nebraska 13 488 2312 +47 25 177.8 9. Penn State 1377 2818 366 94 12 4 343 

40.Purdue 124021886 4 T1572 ©, indiana 12 450 2192 4.9 22 182.7 10.Michigan —=«'12_=«54 2318 429 266 49 10 34.3 
li. Northwestem __12__486_—-1639_—3.4_ 20 136.6 = 41. Purdue 12504 5 46 27 192.1 11. Rutgers 1365 2427 973 191 29 2 338 

412, Marvand 43428, 1564S. 214218742: Maryland 13 Sed 262545 242018 12, Weoonsin 14" 612280 97.1 MS 243387 
3. Minoig___ 43413 1527_ 38.716 7543, Rutgers 13 499 2760 5.5 92 212.3 13. lowa 1365 2459 378 227 35 3 33.4 

14, Penn State 134511925 2.913 101.9 14. Mlinois 13 6173109 50 31 230.2 14. Northwestem 12 71 2644 97.2 202 28 6 327 
PASS OFFENSE GCOMPATT INT PCT. YDS AVG.TDAVG/G = pass DEFENSE © GCOMPATT INT PCT. YDS AVG.TD AVG/G | TURNOVERMARGIN G+FUM +INT TOT FUM -INT -TOT -MAR 

1. Michigan State _13_236_400_ 9 59.0 $453 8.6 26 265.6 4. Wisconsin _14_170_347_6 49.0 2352 68 15 1680  _1.MichiganSiate _13 16 18 34 6 9 15 +19 

2. Illinois. 13 287 470 12 61.1 3247 6.9 25 249.8 2. lowa 13 189 352 13 53.7 2287 65 18 175.9 2. Minnesota 13 15 15 3 i 9 2 40 
_3.Ohio State__15 260 409 12 63.6 3707 91 42 247.1 “3 PennState 13 215 406 16 530 2317 5.7 10 1782 3. Ohio State 15 8 8 3 14 12% 47 
—4jowa__—'13::265_437_7 60.6 _3081_7.1 21 237.0 4 Minnesota 13 233 406 15 57.4 2515 62 20 1935 4. Northwestem 1212 152) eDeanitanoss 44 
_5.Penn State 13-276 _497 15 55.5 3034 6.1 13 233.4 5. Michigan 12 205 343 5 598 2324 68 14 193.7 5. 1313-9 22. sQmntamy 40 
6. Rutgers_13_ 199 357 13 55.7 2956 8.3 22 227.4 6. Ohio State 15 276 495 25 55.8 3016 6.1 17 201.1 6. Rutgers 18 fi. 7.18 aaeenigneon 2 
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‘HarBo. Takin 


on, Taking it 


ANN ARBOR, Mich. — The first few 
minutes of an interview with Michigan's new 
coach have been mostly small talk. 

Then, he is asked about The Old Man. Jim 
Harbaugh transforms. 

“I'LL TELL YOU SOMETHING YOU LITTLE 
SON OF A BITCH! YOU COCKY SON OF A BITCH 
COMING INTO MY MEETING 10 MINUTES 
LATE!” he booms, recounting a Michigan 
football meeting of 33 years ago — his first 
as a player. “YOU WILL NEVER PLAY 


A DOWN OF FOOTBALL AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MICHIGAN, NOT WHILE I’M HERE. 

“YOU GOT IT?” 

And, yes, Jim Harbaugh got it. 

That admonishment of Harbaugh by Bo 
Schembechler resonates now the same as it did 
in 1982. A kid who went to high school part of 
his youth in Ann Arbor, whose dad had coached 
for Bo ... was dead to The Old Man that day. 

All it took was being late to his first 
meeting as a Wolverine. Ten minutes might 


giitial 
all in 


MODERN DAY BO, HARBAUGH IS EVERY OUNCE A MICHIGAN M MAN 


BY DENNIS DODD | Photo by Rick Osentoski-USA TODAY Sports 


i) 


as well been 10 hours. 

It didn't matter that lifelong friend Jim 
Minick blew a muffler and was late driving 
Harbaugh to the facility. Bo didn't give a flip 
that neither of them was wearing a watch, 
or the horror they experienced driving up 
Main Street seeing a bank clock click to 
4:05 for a 4:00 meeting. 

Harbaugh still has nightmares about it. 

“There's a deep lasting scar there,” he 
said from his office, where a picture of 
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Schembechler literally looks down on him. 
“It’s not even a scar. It’s a broken bone with 
a rod stuck in it. It’s like a broken femur.” 

That's how much Michigan's new coach is 
disturbed by disappointing his old coach, 
gone now almost nine years. In that time, 
Harbaugh has transformed himself from 
plucky NFL quarterback to a 51-year-old gold 
standard of coaching. In that time, it’s also 
almost hard to notice Schembechler has left. 

“He's not perfect,” Bo’s son Shemy said 
of Harbaugh, “but he’s the closest thing we 
have around here.” 

Michigan nailed it with Harbaugh. They 
know that around Ann Arbor. After watching 
the program languish for the last seven 
years under Rich Rodriguez and Brady Hoke, 
any other replacement would have been 
a disappointment. 

They beat out the power and glory of life 
in the NFL by offering a rebuild. 

“T prayed about it,” Harbaugh of his 
decision to return to college — to Michigan. 
“I think Bo was talking to me again.” 

Renovations are what the new coach does 
best. Who knew the University of San Diego 
had a football team? Stanford was a Pac-12 
also-ran before he arrived. The 49ers had 
eight losing seasons in a row. 

The facilities are bigger and better than 
what Harbaugh remembered. There's a 
statue in front of Schembechler Hall of 
the legendary coach, one that Harbaugh 
practically salutes. 

“T love that statue,” he said. “I walk in, 
walk out. I look at it every day.” 

None of the cutting-edge, interactive 
displays in the football facilities make 
reference to Harbaugh as a coach. Not yet. 
Not when he hasn't worked a game from the 
sidelines at the school that gave him his 
college identity, his professional prep — 
and now — a ticket back to where it began. 

Entering the 137th year of Michigan 
football, Harbaugh is in Year 1 as its 
undisputed leader. 

“Love” is a strange way to put it when 
recalling that early trauma from 1982. 
Harbaugh tried to sneak in a back door to 
that first meeting. An assistant coach made 
him walk the walk of shame — to the front 
where Bo could see him. 

Didn't have a clock? “I'LL CLOCK YOU 
RIGHT IN THE HEAD. GO SIT DOWN.” 

And for what seemed like forever, 
Harbaugh did. It would be fair to say Bo 
buried him after his misdeed. Schembechler 
would yell at assistants who dared even to 
speak to him at practice: “DON'T TALK TO 
HIM. DON'T YOU EVER TALK TO HIM.” 

It took a while. Actually, it took until the 
1983 season before Harbaugh even played. 
His only currency was diligence. He moved 


up the depth chart. After an injury to 
starter Steve Smith in the 1983 Rose Bowl, 
Harbaugh suddenly became the backup and 
was told by Schembechler to warm up. 

“He was thinking about putting me in,” 
Harbaugh thought. “He must think I'm OK.” 
Except that he didn’t. That 1982 season 

ended without Harbaugh seeing the field. 

“T remember thinking, Tl never play 
a down of football here,” he recalled. 

As you know by now, Harbaugh eventually 
did see the field. He was Michigan’s first 
300-yard passer. Ever. His career efficiency 
number was tops in the NCAA record book 
for 12 years. A Big Ten MVP, he was third in 
the 1986 Heisman voting. 

Bo also won a few games, setting the 
standard for what Harbaugh is inheriting. 

“If Michigan is looking for someone to walk 
up to Urban (Meyer) in pregame and punch 
him in the nose,” Ron Lynn said, “they got 
the right guy — literally and figuratively.” 

Lynn is Stanford's 70-year-old player 
personnel director hired at the school in 
2008. He's seen up close what is about to 
happen at Michigan. 

The Wolverines spring game was full- 
go. Everyone was tackled to the ground, 
including quarterbacks. That sat well 
even with quarterback Shane Morris, the 
centerpiece of last year’s concussion fiasco 
that eventually ushered both Hoke and 
athletic director Dave Brandon out the door. 

Life under the Harbaugh in the spring 


(1973-79) as Bo’s defensive backs coach. 
In the latter part of his NFL career, Jim 
shuttled back and forth between the 
Colts and Western Kentucky. There, he 
was a volunteer coach for his father who 
eventually won a Division I-AA title. 

“(Bo) literally put a roof over our heads, 
food on our table — hiring my dad,” Jim said. 

Harbaugh trusted his instincts enough to 
hire Jedd Fisch without a prior relationship. 
The former Jacksonville Jaguars offensive 
coordinator was brought in to oversee the 
passing game and coach quarterbacks. 

They quickly lined up a quarterback 
stockpile that includes Houston transfer John 
0'Korn (eligible in 2016) and Iowa graduate 
transfer Jake Rudock (eligible in 2015). 
Recruits are already being sent postcards that 
detail the Wolverines’ QB lineage from Benny 
Friedman (1924-26) to Denard Robinson 
(2009-2012) ... with Tom Brady in the middle. 

Harbaugh has been a Twitter junkie since 
taking over — all the while knowing the 
recruiting impact. There was love for East Bay 
rapper G-Eazy. The same for Judge Judy, who 
Harbaugh celebrated on Twitter for her contract 
extension to 2020 (at $43 million per). 

“I love watching her on TV,” he said. “If we 
could just get her on the Supreme Court then 
we'd really be in a pear tree as a country.” 

A pear tree? Half the time Harbaugh is 
a child wrapped in an enigma. 

This all leads to two conclusions about 
Michigan's new coach: 


COACHING CAREER Harbaugh is 107-49-1 as a head coach. His experience: 


Years Team 


-2002- 03 | | Oakland 3 Raiders 


Position Record 


} Quarterbacks 


1994-2001 | Western Kentucky Volunteer Asst. Coach = 1 


2007-10 — 


[Head Coach | 29-21 


2011-14 San Francis agers Head Coach 49-22- 1 


meant four-hour practices — “a very serious 
vibe” according to Morris. 

“If not,” he said, “we get passed up.” 

Michigan coaches boasted that Harbaugh 
stripped down the weight room to 
a more austere look. Upon arriving, he 
was repulsed by walls filled with pictures 
and inspirational quotes. 

“Tt was shiny, like somebody from Chicago 
came in... a P.R. firm,” Harbaugh said. 

Now the weight room is, well, mostly weights 
surrounded by white cinder block walls. 

“This isn’t a slide show,” he said. “This 
is work.” 

Jim’s dad Jack worked seven years here 


1. There is only a handful of men who 
could take it all in at Michigan, as well as 
take it all over. 

2. Harbaugh really didn’t have to do this. 
His NFL career was just starting when he 
decided to come back to his alma mater. 

“My dad, my wife Sarah, and Bo,” Harbaugh 
said. “Those three people are the secret to my 
success. I've done exactly what they told me, 
exactly how they told me to do it.” 

When he prayed about what may be the 
biggest coaching decision of his life, did he 
feel Bo’s presence here? 

“There certainly are a lot of reminders,” 
Harbaugh said. 


— 
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MUO) Lede WO) Whe LS 


Supernova Elliott is much more 
than a 3-game star 


BY DENNIS DODD | Photo by Tim Heitman-USA TODAY Sports 


n the day Ohio State got its national 

championship rings in the offseason, 

Ezekiel Elliott was flashing his at the 
training table. 

“Where'd you get that?” teammate Joshua 
Perry chided. 

“Stole it,” Elliott said. 

In a metaphysical football sense, yes. 
Considering the history made by Elliott and 
the Buckeyes last December and January, 
there was a bit of a larcenous mentality. 


Ohio State snuck into the first College 
Football Playoff by margin of victory — 


59-0 over Wisconsin in the Big Ten title game. 


Once there as the No. 4 seed, the school with 
a top-five athletic budget became a rags- 
to-riches Cinderella. The Bucks beat No. 1 
Alabama, and then smacked down Oregon to 


win the school's sixth national championship. 


Three times an underdog, three times 
an upset. 
Stole it? Not exactly. Still, it still doesn’t 


compute. Elliott had played with a broken 
wrist all season, and in the unlikely season- 
ending spurt, he became the first Ohio 
State back to surpass 200 yards in three 
consecutive games. 

“Eddie George, Beanie Wells, Archie Griffin. 
None of those guys were able to do that,” 
Elliott said, more astonished than boastful. 

All of it came so swiftly — fame, 
championships, rings. Elliott won the 
Sullivan Award as the nation’s top amateur 
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athlete, but didn’t get so much as honorable 
mention for All-Big Ten. The Big Ten’s No. 3 
rusher (with almost 1,900 yards) didn’t make 
the top 10 in Heisman voting. 

That was mostly because quarterback J.T. 
Barrett finished fifth in the voting. Cardale 
Jones — remember him? — may be 
a frontrunner going into 2015. 

“We have four Heisman candidates,” 
Elliott said, including Braxton Miller, a fifth- 
place finisher himself in 2012. 

Just as swiftly, Elliott enters his junior 
season as the game's leading returning rusher 
(total yards). Only George had more yards 
for Ohio State in a single season (1,927). 

In case you forgot, Elliott went for 220 yards 
against Wisconsin, 230 in beating No. 1 Alabama 
and a career-high 246 against Oregon. That added 
up to almost 40 percent of his season total. Eight 
of his 18 rushing touchdowns came in those 
three games. In the end, those opponents were as 
beaten as Elliott was powerful. 

“Tt was like everything was going in slow 
motion and I was going a different speed,” 
he said. “That’s how I felt.” 

And he did all of it without being able 
to so much as stiff-arm a defender. Elliott 
sustained a broken left wrist in preseason 
camp in August. 

“T really couldn't use it that much at all,” 
he said. “Even if you watch me blocking, 

I kind of use a little chicken wing. I couldn't 
really jab anything. It was too weak, too sore.” 

His dad, Stacy Elliott, said the injury, the 
sacrifice, went further than that. 

“When he would fall and try to brace 
himself with that wrist, it was so painful he 
didn’t know if he could get up,” he said. 

So who is this still-budding talent named 
after a book in the Bible (and former New 
York Giant Zeke Mowatt)? 

He was a five-star prospect recruited 
by more than 30 schools out of suburban 
St. Louis (John Burroughs High School). Dad 
was a linebacker at Missouri. That’s where he 
met Elliott's mother, Dawn, a Tigers’ track star. 

Ezekiel’s 6-foot, 225-pound frame doesn’t 
quite match up genetically. Stacy is a 
monster of a man. Ezekiel’s grandfather was 
6-8. His mother is 5-8. 

Watching him run, though, “Zeke” has his 
own style. Equal parts power and speed with 
lots of determination. During that three- 
game run he ripped off 18 runs of at least 
10 yards — four of them for touchdowns. 

“I would say I have a smooth running 
style,” Elliott said. “It doesn’t really look 
like I'm moving too fast. I try to bring a lot 
to the table — some speed and power.” 

Coached by a former NFL quarterback 
(Gus Frerotte) in high school, there was 
a strong chance Elliott would have ended up 
at Mizzou. 


“Ezekiel grew up without me having to 
tell him how to love Missouri football,” Stacy 
said. “One time his little league team went 
back there, and there was a picture on the 
wall of me.” 

“It was definitely my No. 2 school,” 
Ezekiel said. “I've always been a Missouri fan 
my whole life. Columbia, Missouri, is kind of 
a second home.” 

Except when Ohio State offers first and 
it's Ohio State ... in that case, Mizzou might 
as well have finished 40th in the Elliott 
battle. Another Buckeyes’ running back star 


has been born. 

“Everywhere he goes, he’s known. They 
mob him ...,” Stacy said. “He's a nationally 
known person now. Let me say this without 
going into detail. There is a lot that comes 
along with fame. The thing that happens with 
famous people, now Ezekiel has to deal with.” 

That includes figuring out what to do with 
that championship ring he flashed last spring. 

“Til probably leave it at home, give it to 
my dad,” Elliott said. 

That's a nice thought. 

Besides, he plans to win another one. 


OHIO STATE RUSHING RECORDS 


Game 


Ce oe 
Ts [sia | ieceroe [se [ar [2 | toe 

ee 
Pa [ae | metecin [eo [ee [1 | me | re | 
Ta [we | misc | ce [ce | « | coum | ane | 
[ze | metecin [a7 [a | 1 | vec ar| 
Ts [25 | ramonvers | @ [co | 2 | ow | 10 | 
Pa [wo | een [eo [vs [2 aera |e 
Pn [20 | vn cue [et [74 | 2 | wating | ame | 
re [me | oom |e [raf | mm | m6 
Pio [2 | cavnmuray [05 | ex | 2 | tra | 100 
Pin [ze owewais [ee [ar [2 wetien | mr 
Pz [| _ovevers |» [7s | 1 | wenonsie | amr | 
Pre [zo | ewrenon [eo io [2] wan | ani 


Season 


Fie: [are [Paver [at | aw | 6 | avon | 0 | Yor 

Ta: [veer | eae coos [eee [so [ve | wwe | oe | 5 

Pe. | sare_| emcee [ora | co | 15 | vase |e | oom 

Ta [ive [vetoes [ee [se [ef woe |e | 

Pa [sees [acne [oe | eo | 2 | wa | | wm 
274 


Career 


Fw [ Yas [yer [at | wo | @ | avon | 10 | reas | 
Ps [moa [a [soe [ris | [re 
area | case oom | eee [ss | 
Fa [esse [rsp [ou [ssf | 

ra [sae | owewas [ses | se | m6 | 
rs [sao | vetows [oe | se | a | 


* Note: Elliott has 2,140 career rushing yards. A duplicate of his 2014 season would put him at No. 2 on this list. 
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NEW COACHES TRY 10 IGHITE SPARK IN THE alg TENS ‘OTHER DIVISION 


BY STEVE GREENBERG 


Photos by Icon Sportswire via AP Images and Michael Spomer/Cal Sport Media 


ollow the money. Do that, and you'll 

learn what you need to know about 

the current power structure of Big 
Ten football. 

Ohio State’s Urban Meyer, Michigan State's 
Mark Dantonio and new Michigan boss man Jim 
Harbaugh are three of the highest-paid coaches 
in the country. Penn State’s James Franklin is 
in the top 10, too. And all are in the Big Ten’s 
East division, where a league that took a lot 
of knocks in years prior to the Buckeyes’ 2014 
national championship has been reborn. 

It's all very exciting. 

Alas, the Big Ten is a two-division league. 


It's funny how that works; ask the SEC, 
which has seen its East division go dormant 
as the West seemingly. becomes greater by 
the year. Ask the Pac-12, which has pined 
for the South — the Southern California 
schools, the Arizona schools et al. — to rise 
up to meet the Oregon-led North. Ask the 
ACC, where Coastal champs (Duke? Georgia 
Tech? Really?) are buried in the shadow of 
Atlantic titan Florida State. 

Is there a truly complete two-division 
powerhouse conference out there? More to 
the point, can the Big Ten become one? 

It'll take next-level efforts from the West's 


banner programs, Wisconsin and Nebraska, 
each of which rather quietly (at least 
compared to the raucous happenings in Ann 
Arbor) hired a new coach in December — 
Paul Chryst and Mike Riley, respectively. 


Chryst will turn 50 this November. He 
has picked up and moved for new jobs a 
dozen times in his career. Three times he has 
moved back to Madison, the city in which he 
grew up and played college ball and where 
his talent at quarterback was such that his 
Wisconsin coaches moved him into a reserve 
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role at tight end. 

The 12th full-time job of his career was no 
gift to a native son. Chryst hardly is a local 
legend; he is as big of a grinder as there is 
in the profession. 

He coached in the CFL and — in San 
Antonio, under Riley — in the World League 
of American Football. He coached under 
Riley at Oregon State, where Wisconsin 
predecessor Gary Andersen went in a strange 
turn in Badgers history. Early on, Chryst 
coached at UW-Platteville, which at least 
gives him something in common with the 
king of Badgers basketball, Bo Ryan. 

Ryan is larger than life in Madison these 
days. So is athletic director Barry Alvarez, 
the architect as coach of the Badgers’ 
renaissance in football. Does Chryst — 
19-19 at Pittsburgh the past three seasons 
in his first head job — really measure up? 

“The run that Bo has been on, he’s earned 
the right to Wisconsin hoops, and certainly 
Coach Alvarez did that, right?” he says. “And 
if we can mimic that, then I think we're 
doing a pretty good job.” 

As offensive coordinator at Oregon State, 
Chryst unveiled the first combination of 
a 4,000-yard passer, two 1,000-yard receivers 
and a 1,500-yard rusher in Division I history. 
As OC at Wisconsin he helped shatter every 
imaginable school record, turned loose 
touchdown machine Montee Ball (and, 
for one sweet season, quarterback Russell 
Wilson), and earned Bret Bielema a nasty 
reputation for running up the score. 

At Pittsburgh, he saw to significant jumps 
in total offense and — Wisconsin-style — 
time of possession. He unleashed the beast 
that is running back James Conner, who 
ran for 1,765 yards and 26 touchdowns as 
a sophomore in 2014. 

Chryst is a talented dude. That much is 
obvious. 


PERSONALITY CHANGE IN LINCOLN 

Bo Pelini comes off as old for 47, doesn’t 
he? Riley — Pelini’s successor in Lincoln 
— is way too young to be 61. Pelini swore 
a blue streak; Riley does yoga. Riley, like 
Chryst a coach’s son, is nothing what 
anyone would expect for having played 
at Alabama under Bear Bryant. He is calm 
and kind and maybe, just maybe, what 
the Huskers need to get their feet back on 
the accelerator.“I’m very confident in the 
history and the performance in general 
with Nebraska football,” he says. “With 
hard work and what we do as coaches, 
we'll be searching for that opportunity 
to win championships.” 

Riley once was offered the head job at 
Alabama. And — rumors, anyway — at 
both USC and UCLA. His reputation, for 
a long time, was that he could win with 
lesser players and would crush it with an 
even playing field. But now he’s coming off 
his third losing season in the past five at 
Oregon State, where he spent 12 seasons 
in his second stint as head coach, and in 
2014 he experienced a low point of only 
two conference wins. 

Does he still have the goods? Nebraska — 
in the worst way — needs him to deliver. 

“It’s a matter at this point of if you want 
to do something,” he says. “It’s getting to 
the point that, at this stage of my career, 
it was an opportunity to try something one 
more time.” 

Even amid the Beavers’ recent struggles, 
Riley coached up a quarterback, Sean 
Mannion, who broke the Pac-12 career 
passing record, and a receiver, Brandin 
Cooks, who set the league’s single-season 
records for catches and yards. Riley, too, 
is a talented dude. 

But what does it all mean in the context 
of Meyer's and Harbaugh’s luminescent 


Ranking the CFB Divisions 


How does the Big Ten East stack up nationally entering its second year? Here is how we see the top three divisions: 


1. SEC West 

The division has claimed five national 
titles since 2007, and is stupidly 
competitive top to bottom. You can’t 
feel good about picking any team 
last in that division. It’s basically 
home to seven teams that can not- 
so-ridiculously claim to be national 
top-10 timber, and a few that have 
national title dreams. 
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2. Pac-12 South 

UCLA and USC have stabilized and look 
to be continuous forces in the national 
discussion. Arizona and Arizona State 
have rarely been this good at the same 
time, thanks to each hiring the right 
coach (Rich Rodriguez and Todd Graham, 
respectively) after the 2011 season. You 
can never sleep on Utah. Those are five 
Top 25-caliber programs ... now, though, 
the South has to find a way to beat the 
North in a championship game. 


existences in the East? Is either Wisconsin 
or Nebraska close to Michigan State's level 
right now? Will the Badgers and Huskers 
take steps forward under Chryst and Riley? 
Will they be more than occasional thorns in 
the side? 

Their fan bases hope so. The Big Ten 
needs it to be so. 


Coaching records 


MIKE RILEY 


Year School W-L 
1997 Oregon State 3-8 
1998 Oregon State 5-6 
2003 Oregon State 8-5 
2004 Oregon State 7-5 
2005 Oregon State 5-6 
2006 Oregon State 10-4 
2007 Oregon State 9-4 
2008 Oregon State 9-4 
2009 Oregon State 8-5 
2010 Oregon State 5-7 
2011 Oregon State 3-9 
2012 Oregon State 9-4 
2013 Oregon State 7-6 
2014 Oregon State 5-7 
TOTAL 14 years 93-80 
PAUL CHRYST 

Year School W-L 
2012 Pittsburgh 6-7 
2013 Pittsburgh 7-6 
2014 Pittsburgh 6-6 
TOTAL 3 years 19-19 


3. Big Ten East 

Home to the defending national 
champion Buckeyes, plus Michigan 
State (No. 5 in the final AP poll), 
which made the Big Ten the only 
conference to have two top 5 teams 
last season. Michigan and Penn State 
are back on the rise; if they reclaim 
glory, this division will be on a rocket 
ship to the top. 
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ILLINOIS 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bill Cubit 


ILLINOIS 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim Banks 


For more coverage of the Fighting Illini, visit illinois.247Sports.com 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium: 60,670 


ILLINI, BECKMAN FACING MAKE-OR-BREAK SEASON 


im Beckman wants to tell anyone 

| who'll listen about Illinois’ progress 

during his first three seasons as coach. 

And you know what? No matter how much 

guff he takes for his quirky Beckmanisms — 

you've all read some of them by now — the 
man is correct. 

The Illini have gone from two victories to 
four and, in 2014, to a borderline-acceptable 
six. 

“I’m proud of the way that we’ve estab- 
lished ourselves and gotten better each and 
every year,” Beckman said during the spring. 

So what happens now? 

Illinois is at a crossroads: Another six-win 
season might not be good enough to keep 
Beckman and his staff employed. Certainly 
a winning record would keep the train chug- 
ging forward, but a losing mark would be di- 
sastrous for all involved — and finally lay to 
rest any excuses proffered by Beckman and 
athletic director Mike Thomas about the tal- 
ent that was inherited from the coach’s pre- 
decessor, Ron Zook. 

Real discomfort was added to the mix in 
May when a former player, Simon Cvijanovic, 
accused Beckman, Illini assistant coaches and 
the team’s medical staff of mistreating and 
misleading him during his senior campaign 
in 2014. An external investigation was or- 
dered by the school. 

Before that, the Illini sustained a dam- 
aging gut punch when 2014 freshman star 
receiver Mikey Dudek — easily the best 
player on that team — tore an ACL early 
in spring ball. But one injury to one player 
shouldn’t be allowed to go far in explaining 
what does, or doesn’t, happen on the field 
in 2015. 

Let’s be real here — a talented quarterback 
returns to the fold in Wes Lunt, as do running 
back Josh Ferguson, underrated outside re- 
ceiver Geronimo Allison and the lion’s share 
of a defense that began to show a pulse last 
season. Beckman and his staff have enough 
puzzle pieces to work with to begin to give 
Illini fans a better sense of what they’re sup- 
posed to be looking at. 

Also relevant: Though the Big Ten has all 
sorts of exciting developments unfolding 
at the top of the conference — Ohio State’s 


national title, Michigan State’s staying pow- 
er, the Jim Harbaugh hire at Michigan — its 
West division may be backsliding. Wiscon- 
sin and Nebraska have new coaches. Minne- 
sota and Iowa hardly should be unreachable 
for any program trailing them. What about 
it, lini? 

It remains to be seen if the Illini can, on the 
whole, solidify their status. If they can’t, the 
school very likely will find itself searching for 
a new football coach. 


OFFENSE 


Junior Wes Lunt displayed terrific arm tal- 
ent in his time at Oklahoma State — where 
he won the starting job as an early-enrolled 
freshman — and in Champaign, where he 
landed after losing the Cowboys’ job. He 
was heroic during repeated fourth-quarter 
comebacks early in 2014, but Big Ten play 
was an entirely different animal: Lunt’s lack 
of feel for the pass rush hurt his perfor- 
mance badly. 

Let’s acknowledge: Illinois’ offensive line 
play has been spotty for a while now. And it 
will be spotty again in 2015; veterans Teddy 
Karras, Austin Schmidt, Joe Spencer and the 
rest are mostly just — what’s that word? — 
guys. 

But Lunt has to be better than that; he has 
to rise above it. Coordinator Bill Cubit wants 
him to make quicker decisions and get that 
ball out. The passing attack, which ranked 
second in the Big Ten last season at 249.8 
yards per game, has to set up the run for this 
team. 

“This is a very quarterback-oriented of- 
fense,” Beckman said. “We put a lot on the 
shoulders of our quarterback.” 

Even without receiver Mikey Dudek — 
who will miss, at the least, a significant 
chunk of the season — Lunt has promising 
receivers in Geronimo Allison, Justin Hard- 
ee, Malik Turner and Dionte Taylor. Allison, 
a pure outside threat with length, strong 
hands and a nose for the end zone, is the 
home-run hitter. 

“Mikey’s a big part of this offense, as you 
know,” Lunt said in the spring. “But I think 
all of the receivers have taken a step for- 
ward.” 


Date 


Sept. 4 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 19 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 24 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 21 


Nov. 28 vs. Northwestern (Chicago, IL) 


SCHEDULE 


Opponent 14 Record 
KENT STATE 2-9 
WESTERN ILLINOIS 5-7 
at North Carolina 6-7 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 6-6 
NEBRASKA 9-4 

at lowa 7-6 
WISCONSIN 11-3 

at Penn State 7-6 

at Purdue 3-9 
OHIO STATE 14-1 

at Minnesota 8-5 
5-7 


RESULTS 


W 
W 
L 
Ww 
L 
L 
L 
W 
L 
L 
WwW 
W 


L 


* o 0 


YOUNGSTOWN STATE 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 
at Washington 
TEXAS STATE 
at Nebraska 
PURDUE 
at Wisconsin 
MINNESOTA 
at Ohio State 
IOWA 
PENN STATE 
at Northwestern 
Heart of Dallas Bowl 
vs. Louisiana Tech 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


28-17 
42-34 
19-44 
42-35 
14-45 
27-38 
28-38 
28-24 
14-55 
14-30 
16-14 
47-33 


18-35 
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LOCATION: 


Champaign, Il. 


2014: 


6-7 overall, 3-5 SEC (T-5th, West) 


COACH: 
Tim Beckman — At Illinois: 12-25, 
3 years; overall: 33-41, 6 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


15; 7 offense, 7 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS 10 WATCH: 

QB Wes Lunt, RB Josh Ferguson, 

WR Geronimo Allison, DE Jihad Ward, 
LB Mason Monheim, CB V’Angelo 
Bentley 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Lunt can make all the throws, and a 
diverse passing game will bear fruit if 
he stays upright. Allison has standout 
potential on the outside. The Ward-led 
defense has toughness up front and 
an improving pass rush. In the second 
ary, the Illini have experience and 
decent depth. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The running game hasn’t been nearly 
productive enough and Cubit isn’t 
always patient enough with it. Will the 
pass protection hold up for an immo- 
bile quarterback? Open-field tackling 
has been an ongoing mess. Increased 
turnover production is desperately 
needed. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Reilly O’Toole, TE Jon Davis, 

TE Matt LaCosse, S Earnest Thomas, 
S Zane Petty, P Justin DuVernois 


OVERVIEW: 

The Illini still aren’t ready to out-tal- 
ent anyone in the Big Ten, though 
they have gotten faster and saltier. 
Is the coaching staff good enough to 
catch beatable opponents napping? 
It seems beyond improbable that 
Beckman’s squad will enter 
November with a goal other than 

a bowl game, any bowl game. That 
said, going bowling — anywhere — 
will be an accomplishment worth 
celebrating. 


KEY NUMBER: 

79.8 Receiving yards per game last 
season for Mikey Dudek, who led 
the nation’s freshmen in that cate- 
gory. But the Illini could be without 
his production all season due to 
injury. 


The running game invites other ques- 
tions. Josh Ferguson's open-field moves 
scream NFL third-down receiver, but does 
he have the hit-the-hole discipline to real- 
ize his potential as a mainstay in the back- 
field? Will Ferguson lose his spot — as he 
did late last season to then-senior Dono- 
vonn Young — to junior college transfer 
Henry Enyenihi, a more natural pounder? 
Is four-star freshman Ke’Shawn Vaughn 
simply the best option? 

But so much of this seems to come down 
to Lunt. Will he stand tall as one of the 
Big Ten’s most instrumental players? Or 
will he fade into Big Ten oblivion, as he 
did a year ago when the Illini ended up 
being quarterbacked by a far-less-talented 
but emotionally charged senior, Reilly 
O'Toole? 

The fact is, Beckman needs his offense — 
which Cubit runs with total autonomy — 
to sing if this team is going to have much 
of a chance to pull off the upset or two it’ll 
need to improve the bottom line. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


Wes Lunt* 

Josh Ferguson* 
Geronimo Allison* 
Dionte Taylor 
Justin Hardee* 
Tyler White 

Austin Schmidt 
Patrick Flavin 

Joe Spencer* 

Ted Karras* 
Christian DiLauro* 
Taylor Zalewski* 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Jihad Ward* 

Rob Bain* 

Teko Powell 

Dawuane Smoot 

Mason Monheim* 

TJ. Neal* 

Eric Finney 

V’Angelo Bentley* 

Eaton Spence* 

Taylor Barton* 

Clayton Fejedelem 

Ryan Frain Jr. 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


Last season’s Big Ten victories — against 
Minnesota, Penn State and Northwestern 
— all were led by O'Toole, who brought de- 
cent running ability, modest passing abil- 
ity and a ton of heart to bear. But O’Toole 
wasn’t a true Cubit-style quarterback. Lunt 
is plenty talented enough to be one. He'll 
have the reins, for better or worse, for as 
long as he stays upright. 


DEFENSE 


There’s no sugarcoating it: Illinois has 
been one of the nation’s worst defensive 
programs under Beckman. That certainly 
doesn’t reflect well on a coach whose back- 
ground is on that side of the ball, nor does 
it strengthen the resume of coordinator 
Tim Banks. The latter man has dealt with 
his share of calls for his job from the fan 
base, too. 

The Illini obviously have to improve 
from last year’s league-worst 456.4 yards 
and 34 points allowed per game. And here’s 
a trend they simply have to discontinue: 


Size, athleticism, attitude all there for potential breakout player. 
Strongest guy on squad, though not the quickest cat. 
Missed spring after foot surgery. Big fella with a solid game. 
Didn't start as a sophomore, but played close to starter snaps. 
Has made a lot of big plays at Illinois. And missed a lot of tackles. 
Lacks ideal inside size, but has a good nose for the ball. 
Physical, unproven player with big shoes to fill at the position. 
Still really small, but so what? A big-play guy who's seen it all. 
Like Bentley, a third-year starter who should be at his best in ‘15. 
Lots of tackles last season, but hasn't been a big-impact guy. 
Sr. Former walk-on has earned scholarship with fearless, effective play.  Jevaris Little, Jr. 
Coaches are hoping for Justin DuVernois-level production. 


Former frosh starter at Oklahoma State still seeking breakthrough.  Chayce Crouch, Fr. 
Terrific pass-catching back needs to run harder inside. 
Home-run threat has strong-armed OB in Lunt to find him deep. 
Has opportunity to shine in the slot with teammate Dudek out. 
Being counted on to ramp up productivity in final season. 

Barely played in ‘14, but will see lots of balls if he's the starter. 
Not a powerhouse, but nimble enough and has some experience. 
Toggling between tackle and guard; versatility a plus. 

Smart guy on and off field, Communicates well with linemates. 
Toughest and most experienced player on the offense. 

One of program's young building blocks; coaches very high on him. Jordan Fagan, So. 
Last chance for Zalewski to get this place-kicking thing right. 


Henry Enyenihi, Jr. 
Marchie Murdock, So. 
Zach Grant, Jr. 

Malik Tumer, So. 

Tim Clary, Sr. 

Chris Boles, Sr. 

Chris O'Connor, Sr. 
Harry Black, So. 

Nick Allegretti, Fr. 


David Reisner, Jr. 


Kenny Nelson, Sr. 
Tito Odenigho, Fr. 
Jarrod Clements, Jr. 
Carroll Phillips, Jr. 
Lakeith Walls, Jr. 
Mike Svetina, Jr. 
James Crawford, So. 
Jaylen Dunlap, So. 
Darius Mosely, Jr. 
Caleb Day, Jr. 


Ryan Tucker, Fr. 


the national ranking of 118th with which 
their rushing defense has ended in the past. 
More Big Ten running backs have rushed 
for career highs against the Illini than any- 
one in Champaign wants to think about. 

The good news? 

“I think this defense has stepped up tre- 
mendously from where it left off last year,” 
Beckman said. 

We'll see. The Illini did show signs of 
life in their final three games, holding 
each opponent under 200 yards on the 
ground and under 400 in all. And, as 
mentioned, most of the defense is back to 
build on that. 

There’s encouraging size and quality 
on the line in monstrous senior end Jihad 
Ward and 305-pound junior tackles Teko 
Powell and Rob Bain. Junior Dawuane 
Smoot has shown flashes of true potential 
in the hybrid Leo spot. 

Middle linebacker T.J. Neal is a bit under- 
sized at 6-1, 235, but he has a thumper’s 
mentality and should be much-improved 


SS 
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TOP 3 NFL PROSPECTS 


NDS Rank: No. 32 CB in 2016 class 

“Bentley really is perfectly named because he’s got the flashiness of a cover corner and 
returner, but he isn’t the most practical player. He'll too often look to show off his speed and 
agility by running around contact rather than driving through it. He’s starred as a returner 
throughout his career, and he does have the pure cover skills scouts are looking for ... but 
he’s going to have to show more grit in run support to stick in the NFL.” 


NDS Rank: No. 26 CB in 2016 class 

“Ferguson would get more attention if the Illini were more successful. He does have the 
quickness and vision to make would-be tacklers miss, and his hands are good as a pass- 
catcher. He’s quicker than fast, and doesn’t have the power to bulldoze through contact, but 
he offers third-down and returner ability.” 


NDS Rank: No. 44 DT in 2016 class 

“NFL teams love ‘traits.’ | think Ward has those with his length and overall athleticism. He 
flashed playmaking ability last year, showing enough burst to penetrate. You can tell he’s 
growing into this role, as a former receiver, so he offers intriguing upside. He needs to work 


on his leverage; he was too often knocked back at the snap last season.” 


— Rob Rang, NFLDraftScout.com 


as a junior. Mason Monheim — back on 
the outside for what seems like his 10th 
season or so — is a hard-nosed, if also 
undersized, senior who got himself into 
the middle of some big plays during the 
victories Illinois needed to earn bow! eli- 
gibility in 2014. 

The secondary is as experienced at 
cornerback as any you'll find, and that’s 
key for a defense that — although it 
jumped from 14 sacks in 2013 to 23 in 
2014 — is far from wicked in the pass- 
rush department. Third-year starters 
Eaton Spence and V’Angelo Bentley 
are good enough to have held off chal- 
lenges from a host of corners brought in 
by Beckman, who specializes at the posi- 
tion. 

Safety play has been run-of-the-mill at 
best the past couple of years, but senior 
Clayton Fejedelem — an example of a 
deep-bench guy earning his way into an 


important position on the depth chart — 
brings a spark with his fearlessness. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


V’Angelo Bentley’s return skills are one 
of the strengths of this team; he’s the only 
player in school history to take a kickoff 
and a punt to paydirt in the same season. 
That makes him better than Red Grange at, 
well, something. 

The kicking game is another story. A sad 
story, really. Senior Taylor Zalewski has 
been given quite the lengthy rope to prove 
himself as a reliable kicker, but Illini fans 
are still on the edges of their seats even on 
extra points. Will he be pushed again by 
David Reisner? 

A punter is needed to replace Justin 
Duvernois, who actually was pretty de- 
cent. There are a few contenders in the 
running, but this doesn’t look prom- 
ising. And that’s a concern, because a 


QE 


team like Illinois can’t afford to give 
away yards. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Illini probably would sign up for 
a third consecutive 3-1 non-conference 
start if they could, though they have 
their eyes on 4-0 — which would require 
them to beat North Carolina in Chapel 
Hill, in addition to taking down Kent 
State, Western Illinois and Middle Ten- 
nessee at home. 

After that, it’ll be scratch-and-claw 
time. Is there an upset among the home 
dates with Nebraska, Wisconsin and Ohio 
State? The road games — Iowa, Penn 
State, Purdue, Minnesota — look more 
promising. Maybe. 

And then there’s the home game against 
Northwestern that was given away so the 
rivals can meet at Soldier Field in Chicago. 
Losing that one wouldn’t be a good look 
at all. 

— Steve Greenberg 


a 
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NOTEBOOK 


ikey Dudek was a record-setting pass- 
MI catcher as a true freshman — 76 recep- 

tions, 1,038 yards, six TDs — but he'll 
miss at least some of the season as he rehabs from 
a spring ACL tear. After he redefined what a slot re- 
ceiver can do in this offense, though, it has to be 
asked: Does the system invite big-time success for 
whoever is in that role? 

Enter junior Dionte Taylor, who to this point has 
yet to do anything on the field. Or enter somebody 
— Malik Turner, perhaps? The Iilini need someone 
to grab this opportunity by the throat. Of course, 
Dudek could return at any time and resume his 
“Dude K" awesomeness. 

© The guard spots are a jumble of guesses. 
Senior Teddy Karras will start for sure, but on 
which side of center? 

Patrick Flavin is good enough to play — and 
Illinois doesn’t have a surplus of offensive linemen 
of whom that can be said — but Flavin also is the 
best option as a backup at both tackle spots. Junior 
College transfer Zach Heath could leapfrog a bunch 
of guys and become a starter. 

* As position battles go, Teko Powell vs. Jarrod 
Clements at defensive tackle could be the best one. 
Both are juniors; both have played and displayed 
true potential. Defensive line may end up being the 
strength of this team. 

¢ Tim Beckman continues to take full own- 
ership of the cornerback position, and Illini fans 
want to see that become a plus for this team. 
V’Angelo Bentley and Eaton Spence are third- 
year starters — they should be great, right? Ex- 
cept Illinois has been woeful when it comes to 
big plays from the secondary; the two corners 
are stuck on three career interceptions between 
them. 

© Defensive coordinator Tim Banks has held 
on to his job despite calls for his head from the 
fan base. Banks’ old Cincinnati defenses used to 
really turn it loose in the pass rush, and every- 
one in Champaign hopes to see a dynamic rush in 
2015. Can Banks coax big-time production from 
his unit? The third-year DC hasn’t done it yet, 
or come Close. 


OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“Illinois is the most improved team talent-wise from 
one year to the next. | think they're solid with their first 
group; they just don’t have the depth yet to maybe 
challenge for a division title. 

“They have a more talented roster than some 
other programs that are more established and 
where the coaches have been there longer. The 
defensive line is significantly improved, and that's 
always a good sign. That's one of the benchmarks 
you look at when you see a program being devel- 
oped. 

“| was very impressed with Illinois’ improvement 
last spring to this spring.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 


FIGHTING ILLINI SPRING ROSTER 


warteste S { : 97 Paul James Ill DL Miami, FL 
7 " Eanies Crab QB 6-4 225 Fr. Granvile, OH 58 Kenny Nelson DL 6-6 250 Sr. Detroit, MI 
10 Jimmy Fitzgerald 8 6-3 220 Fr. Champaign 94 Tito Odenigbo DL 6-3 280 Fr. Centerville, OH 
3__JeffGeorge Jr. 0B 6-3 190 Fr Indianapolis, IN 93 Teko Powell DL 63 305 Jr Miami, FL 
6-5 Jr. 85 Brandon Roberts DL 6-3 265 So. Peoria 
f 17 Jihad Ward DL 6-6 295 Sr. Philadelphia, PA 


RB 5-11 Fr. ee ———— a 
23 HenryEnyenihi RB 5-11 210 Jr. _ Lawrenceville, GA 10 BJ. Bello LB 6-3 225 Jr. New Lenox 
6 Josh Ferguson AB 5-10 195 _ Sr. Naperville 39 NathanEchard LB 6-2 230 So. Eureka, MO 
25 Kendrick Foster RB 5-9 200 So. Peoria = 45 HenryMcGrew LB 6-3 235 Fr. —_Overland Park, KS 
29 TJ. Moss RB 5-11 195_ Fr. Carpentersville 43 MasonMonheim 1B 6-1 235 Sr. Orrville, OH 
26 CameronTucker RB 5-8 200 _St. River Forest. = §2_T.J, Neal 1B 6-1 235 Jr. _MicKeeseport, PA 
: a lometown 6 Carroll Phillips LB 6-3 230 Jr Miami, FL 
8 Geronimo Alison WR 6-4 195. St Tampa,FL_ 35. Austin Roberts LB «6&2 230 ‘Fr. Rice Lake, WI 
81 _RaphaelBarr__ WR 6-2 180 _ So, Ewanda,CA 34 ike Svetina = LBSG-2 235 dt Brunswick, OH 
181 Mie Dustek WA 5:191:185'_ 80. Naperville > LakeithWalls LB 6-2 215 Jr Cleveland, OH 
82 Kameron Fry WR 6-1 200 Jr. Urbana 55 Tre Watson 1B 6-2 240 Fr. Tampa, FL 
88 Zach Grant WR 6-0 195 Jr, Springfield 5 oon white TT tal a om 
Ed eI Cleveland, OH + Dawuane Smoot LEO 6-3 270 Jt Groveport, OH 
16" Merchle Murdock: WR. 6-1." 195_So.____Arington, TX! ames Crawiond) STAR 6-2. 215” Bo. Deerfield, FL 
—— ae Schaumbury 44) Eric Finney STAR 6-0 220 Sr Riverside, CA 
EE STAR 5-11 200 Jr, Franklin Park 
Ed ee Be a ae ee Lincoln 
11 Malik Turner WR 6-3 205 So, Springfield = ——— 
= ers = <F, m cafe 3 TaylorBarton DB 61 215 Jr Ortnde, FL 
ahah ie ies dee Varon,ia 2 —WAM@elo Bentley 0B 5-10 190. Cleveland, OH 
a RT a ee = snaheim,ca &—DllanCarley_OB_ 5-10 190. Charleston 
a aka SIC a= ee DB 6-1 200 Jr Hilliard, OH 
30. Jim Nudera TE 61 240 St. Eimhurst Cede Doxy pasta DFM Pees 
a7 Twat ke my 28_Saylen Dunlop OB 6-1 185 So. Chicago 
—— = 20 Clayton Fejedelem DB 6-1 195 Sr. Lemont 
63 Nick Megat OL BA 305 Fe Frankfonn  38_Samuel Harb OB 6-0 180 So, Las Vegas, NV 
65 Jake Angora L_ 63 25 Wapervite -20_llan yon DB 6-0 195. Tinley Park 
78 Harry Black OL 65 280 So, Orlando, FL 32 Chris James OB 5-11 185 Fr. Orange, TX 
nal Cicis tales Prt ey Toledo, oH 4_Darwyn Kelly DB 6-1 210 So. Upper Mariboro, MO 
74 ConnorBrennan OL 6-5 285 Jr Sonoma, CA 37 _Davontay Kwaaning DB 5-11 190 Sr. Chicago 
70 Peter Cvijanovic OL 6-6 290 Fr. Concord Township, OH 15 Jevaris Little DB 6-0 190 J. St. Petersburg, FL 
67 Christian DiLauro OL 6-5 295 So, Uniontown, OH 24 Darius Mosely OB 5-11 190 Jr O'Fallon 
66 Jordan Fagan OL 66 285 So. Chula Vista, CA 27 Eaton Spence DB 6-0 185 Sr. Belle Glade, FL_ 
75 Pat Flavin OL 6-7 300 Sr Lisle 23 Dennis Thurow OB 6-1 205 So. Naperville 
79 Zach Heath OL 64 290 Jr. Penryn, CA Specialists Pos Ht OW ir Hometown 
69 Ted Karras OL 6-4 310 Sr. Indianapolis, IN 41 Avery Bass PK 5-10 250 Fr Atlanta, GA 
73 ChrisO’Connor OL 65 300. Sr. Tinley Park 1 Ryan Frain PKIP 6-2 220 Jt. Indianapolis, IN 
57 Austin Schmidt OL 6-6 295 Jr Galena,0H © 48 Chase McLaughlin PK 6-1 165 Fr. Cypress, TX 
71 Joe Spencer Ol 64 300 Jr Mason, 0H 38 David Reisner PK «6-0 195 Jt. Bartlett 
einen eae ; meer 17 Taylor Zalewski PK 6-3 220. Sr. Orland Park 
40 Ryan Tucker P63 185 Fr. Chicago 
54 Zach Hirth iS 64 J Eureka, MO 
56 Michael Martin LS 6-4 225 Jr Champaign 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


NAME GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
PASSING W. Lunt 8 1416 153 241 3 635 1763 14 62 2204 
R.O'Toole 13 1223 122 206 8 592 1344 10 58 1034 
OEUUR EEE CEO OO O 
NAME GP No, Yards Avg 1D Long Avg/G 
RECEIVING M.Dudek 13 76 1038 13.7 6 56 79.8 
J. Ferguson 13 50 47) 8656022. 
G.Allison 12 41 598 146 «5 60 498 
PER CEE EEOC ECE ECLA TAREE CREE AREEA CECE LCE OREO CECE ELEC EEEL EA COU UO 
NAME GPs Att.» Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
RUSHING J.Ferguson 13 146 802 67 735 5.0 8 75 565 
D.Young 13 9 9394 «415 379 «(40 6 2 292 
R.O'Toole 13 9 412 149 263 28 1 28 202 
EREUEEARAEERREEEUERAREA TEER EEE CREREA CUTE EROCERERUELE CECE EEE ULET AREER EEE T REL EE ERTL EEE AT ET ER ER GREE AT TTA EAT CREAR TEATS COOOL EARLE 
DEF. LEADERS © Tackles: M. Monheim 111, Z. Petty 109, T. Barton 100 


Tackles for loss: E. Thommas Ill 9.5, A. Teitsma 9.5, J. Ward 8.5 
Sacks: E. Thomas Ill 4.5, A. Teitsma 3, J. Ward 3 
Interceptions; M. Monheim 2, five tied with 1 
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Ore Brown 
Enrolled early, the 5-11, 200-pound Brown will play right away, 
as will four-star running back recruit Ke’Shawn Vaughn as the 


The nation's No. 37 athlete and No. 7 prospect overall in-state 
according to the 247Sports Composite, Brown rushed for 1,936 
yards and 23 touchdowns as a senior at DeKalb (lIl.) High. 
Brown actually has a skill set to play in the secondary also. 


Andrew Davis 

The No. 4 ranked JUCO tight end prospect according to 
247Sports should be the day one starter in Champaign. The 
6-6, 225-pound Davis is enrolled early after helping lead lowa 
Western to the JUCO National Championship game last fall. He 
caught five touchdown passes during the season, He'll be able 
to play attached, flexed or even in the backfield for Illinois. 


The jewel of the Illinois recruiting class, the Top247 prospect 


, lineup by midseason. The 6-5, 295-pound Megginson will 

! arrive in Champaign ready-made physically, Megginson turned 
down big-time offers from coast-to-coast to help continue the 
rebuilding process at Illinois. He was the No. 2-ranked player 
in Illinois according to the 247Sports Composite. 
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Pos, WL WL Stars Hometown School 

WOE 64 230 @@@__ Thatcher, AZ Eastem Arizona College 
Ranked No. 86 Junior College prospect nationally, ranked No. 2 Offensive Tackle and the 
No, 1 ranked player in North Carolina according to the 247Sports Composite...High school 
team MVP after posting 65 tackles, 3.5 sacks and five pass break-ups as a senior...Chose 
Illinois over Pittsburgh, Memphis, Middle Tennessee State and Southern Miss. 


06 «65 25 OO San Francisco, CA City College of San Francisca 
Ranked No. 247 Junior College prospect nationally, ranked No. 9 Offensive Guard and the 
No. 79 ranked player in California according to the 247Sports Composite...Named a 2014 
National Bay-6 All-Conference selection. 


Dre Brown RB S11 200 OOO Dekalb De Kalb 
Ranked No. 37 Athlete and the No. 7 ranked player in Illinois according to the 247Sports 
Composite...all-time leading rusher for DeKalb...Chose Illinois over Kent State, Northern 
Illinois, and Toledo. ..Enrolled January 2015. 


Desmond Cain CB O5-10 180 @@@  DelrayBeach,FL American Heritaye B/D 
Ranked No. 94 Cornerback and the No. 147 ranked player in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite...Helped team to back-to-back Florida Class 5A state championships 
in 2013 and 2014...Chose Illinois over South Carolina, Virginia and Syracuse. 


Reggie Corbin RB 5-10 199 @@@ Washington, DC Gonzaga 
Ranked No. 120 Running Back and the No. 13 ranked player in Washington, 0.C. according to 
the 247Sports Composite. ..Chose Illinois over Washington State, Marshall and Toledo. 


Andrew Davis TE 66 28 O@© Council Blutfs,1A lowa Wester C.¢. 
Ranked No. 169 Junior College prospect nationally, ranked No. 8 Tight End and the No. 8 
tanked player in lowa according to the 247Sports Composite...2013 Junior College Academic 
All-American...Team went 11-1 in 2014, started 11-0 and reached the NJCAA national 
championship game. ..Enrolled in January 2015, 


Trenard Davis ATH «66-0 19 @@O _ DelrayBeach,FL American Heritage B/D 
Ranked No. 80 Athlete and the No. 141 ranked player in Florida according to the 247Sports 
Composite...First-team All-Area in 2014...Chose Illinois over Minnesota, Pittsburgh, 
Wisconsin and SMU. 


Henry Enyenihi RB 5-11 210 @@@ — Sacramento,CA Sacramento City College 
Ranked No. 147 Junior College prospect nationally, ranked No. 8 Running Back and the 
No. 45 ranked player in California according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Was SCC’s leading 
rusher in 2014...Chose Illinois over Texas-San Antonio and Sacramento State. 


Jordan Fagan OT 66 285 OG — ElCajon,CA Grossmont College 
Ranked No. 163 Junior College prospect nationally, ranked No. 23 Running Back and the 
No. 50 ranked player in California according to the 247Sports Composite...First-team All- 
Mesa League in 2013...Also played basketball, earning second-team All-Mesa League honors 
in 2012 and four varsity letters during his career...Enrolled in January 2015. 


Jimmy Fitzgerald OB 63 20 OGG Champaign Centennial 
Ranked No. 33 Pro-Style Quarterback and the No. 21 ranked player in Illinois according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Played in just two games in 2014 before suffering a torn ACL...Chose 
lilinois over FIU, Harvard, and Yale...Enrolled in January 2015. 


Zach Heath oc 64 20 OO Sacramento, CA American River C.0. 
Ranked No. 242 Junior College prospect nationally, ranked No. 2 Center and the No. 76 ranked 
player in California according to the 247Sports Composite...helped team to a 10-2 record in 
2014...Chose Illinois over Western Kentucky...Enrolled in January 2015. 


Ainstie Johnson T 62 25 68 Norwalk, CA Cerritos College 
Ranked No. 291 Junior College prospect nationally, ranked No. 18 Center and the No. 94 
ranked player in California according to the 247Sports Composite. . Chose Illinois over South 
Alabama...Enrolled in January 2015. 
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—AZSPorRTs FIGHTING ILLINI RECRUITING 2015 


lilini only bring back one player that carried the football in 2014. 


out of Jacksonville (Ill.) High could find his way into the starting 


Cameron Watkins 

One of the best athletes in the Illinois recruiting class, the 
Nashville (Tenn.) Pearl Cohn cornerback brings length and 
speed to the Illini secondary. Watkins was significantly under- 
recruited when you see what he did as a senior. He had 74 
tackles and two interceptions, along with a track time of 10.7 
in the 100-meter dash. 


Illinois loses three seniors on the offensive line and will look to sign five hogmollies 
up front in 2016. Defensive line will also be a priority for Tim Beckman and his staff 
as they lose both defensive ends following the season and they only signed one 
defensive tackle in 2016. Come Signing Day, Illinois would like to have four defensive 
linemen on board. 

— By Steve Wiltfong 
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Pos HL «WL Stars Hometown 


Julian Jones ATH «66-3 20 OO  Allanta,GA Westlake 
Ranked No. 125 Athlete and the No. 168 ranked player in Georgia according to the 247Sports 
Composite. ..First-team All-Region OLB and All-City in 2014...Second-team All-Region as a 
QB in 2013...Chose Illinois over Arkansas State, Indiana and Louisville. 


Zeke oT 65 20 OOO _ Melina, OH Medina 
Ranked No. 147 Offensive Tackle and the No. 65 ranked player in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named second-team All-State, first-team All-District and first-team 
All-Conference in 2014...First-team All-District and first-team All-Conference in 2013. 


Sam Mays WR «63 181 @@@ — Houston, 1X The Kinkaid School 
Ranked No. 82 Wide Receiver and the No. 86 ranked player in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..First-team All-Area...First team all-state selection...Greater Houston 
first-team offense. ..Finalist for Touchdown Club of Houston Offensive Player of the Year. 


Gabe Megginson OT 65 26 OOOO Jacksomille Jacksonville 
Ranked No. 193 nationally, ranked No. 15 Offensive Tackle and the No. 2 ranked player in 
Illinois according to the 247Sports Composite... First-team All-State... First-team All-Area and 
All-Conference in 2014...Captain at 2015 Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl. 


Jamal Milan oT 63 27 GOO — Chicago 

Ranked No. 53 Defensive Tackle and the No. 20 ranked player in Illinois according to the 
247Sports Composite...All-State, All-Area and All-Conference in 2014...Chose Illinois over 
Minnesota and Indiana. 


Patrick Nelson S 5&11 1% O60 Chicago Hales Franciscan 
Ranked No. 70 Safety and the No. 23 ranked player in Illinois according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Two-time All-Area and three-time All-Conference as a safety/running back... 
chose Illinois over Indiana, Buffalo and Northern Illinois. 


Caleb Reams Warren Township 


TE 63 ©OO — Gumee 
Ranked No. 51 Tight End and the No. 29 ranked player in Illinois according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Played in the 2015 Offense-Defense All-American Bowl in Orlando. ..First-team 
All-State by the Champaign News-Gazette and honorable mention All-State by the Chicago 
Tribune in 2014...First-team All-Area in 2014 and two-time All-North Suburban Conference. 


Adam Solomon OT 66 29 G66 _ Indianapolis, IN Bishop Chatard 
Ranked No. 79 Offensive Tackle and the No. 14 ranked player in Indiana according to the 
247Sports Composite...Helped Bishop Chatard to 2013 Indiana Class 4A Section title and 
2012 Class 3A state title...Chose Illinois over Vanderbilt, Duke, Kentucky and Minnesota. 


Frank Sumpter 6-1 18 @@G — Cleveland, OH Glenville 
Ranked No. 150 Cornerback and the No. 75 ranked player in Ohio according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Second-team All-State and first-team All-District Division Il in 2014.,.Played In 
2014 OHSFCA North-South All-Star game. 


Ke'Shawn Vaughn =RB 5-10 210 @OOE Nashville, N Pearl Cohn 
Ranked No. 314 nationally, ranked No. 27 Running Back and the No. 11 ranked player in 
Tennessee according to the 247Sports Composite, ..2014 Tennessee Gatorade Player of the 
Year...Tennessee Mr. Football Class Back of the Year AA by TSSAA...Earned All-State, All- 
Conference and All-City honors...Played in the 2015 Offense-Defense All-American Bowl in 
Orlando and 2014 Toyota East vs. West Tennessee All-Star Classic. 


Cameron Watkins CB Ol 180 OG Nashville, TN Pearl Cohn 
Ranked No. 195 Cornerback and the No. 58 ranked player in Tennessee according to the 
247Sports Composite...All-State and All-Metro selections in 2014...Played in 2014 Toyota 
East vs. West Tennessee All-Star Classic...Runs 10.7 100m dash and also competes in 
decathlon, high jump, long jump and pole vault. 


Justice Williams =  O1B 63 2022 @@@ _ Frisco, Wakeland 
Ranked No. 84 Outside Linebacker and the No. 152 ranked player in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite... Two-time All-District as a wide receiver and outside linebacker... 
Holds school records in 800m run and 4x400m relay...Chose Illinois over Indiana, Kansas, 
Mississippi State and Virginia. 
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PLAYER PROFILE | 


Ward Believes He’s Among Big Ten Elite: 


: OB WES LUNT 

: The one offensive player 
? who has to come 
through for the Illini to 

? have a shot at mean- 

: ingful improvement. ... 
Started seven games in 
: 2014, missed three to injury and lost the start- 
: ing job down the stretch. ... Led three fourth- 
quarter comeback victories, all prior to Big Ten 
: play. ... Threw for 1,763 yards and 14 touch- 

: downs, with only three interceptions. ... Big- 
armed and accurate, but immobile and must 

: learn to protect his body. 


JIHAD WARD 


Jihad Ward, a senior entering his sec- 

ond season at Illinois after arriving as 
a junior college transfer, believes he can 
play with the top defensive ends in the Big 
Ten. 

Yep, that means Ohio State’s Joey Bosa. 
It means Michigan State’s Shilique Calhoun. 
Crazy? Not to Ward, a 21-year-old from 
Philadelphia. 

“Oh, most definitely. Hell yeah,” he said. 
“And I’m glad you asked about that, be- 
cause | need to be up there. I’ve got to get 
better. | should be in that category. Why not 
me? | know | can be in that category.” 

An easy answer to Ward’s rhetorical 
question is that he had only three sacks 
and a modest 8.5 tackles for loss last 
season on a defense that ranked at the 
bottom of the Big Ten. But all one has to 
do is look at Ward and maybe talk to him 
once or twice, and it’s difficult not to get 
swept up in his seemingly limitless po- 
tential. 

Ward is 6-6, 295. He is bright, more 
humble than the above quote indicates and 
— after traveling a difficult road to get to 


| get this out of the way right now: 


Illinois — truly happy to be where he is. And 


tainly did. 


“My first year | had the tools,” he said, : 
“but | needed somebody to come and fix it.” : 

That man was new defensive line : 
coach and co-defensive coordinator : 
Mike Phair, a long-time NFL assistant : 
who coached Ward’s favorite player, 
Julius Peppers, in Chicago. Phair and : 


helping : ToP NEWCOMER 
Ward get comfortable at the position. He : 

played wide receiver and safety in high : RB KE'SHAWN VAUGHN 
school, and tight end early in his junior : 


college days, and admits to being con- : 


Ward have hit it off in a big way, helping 


fused at times last season. 


ger, too. 


| want my D-line to be the best. | just want 


to be the best defense in this conference : 
? tor. ... Considering Ferguson came off the 


? bench by 2014's end, Vaughn could become 


right now.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-foothall/big-ten/illinois 


Caught 41 passes for g 


don’t think he didn’t have his man-among- : Le atte Rieti oa 
boys moments as a junior, because he cer- : ya ht oe oa: ‘ 
: a junior, with the majority of his numbers 


? camp, so role isn’t 
“It's a big difference for me because ; 
| feel like | know everything now,” Ward : 


said. “| feel way faster and | feel stron- chose Windls over Weat 


BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


: MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


: EMERGING STAR 


WR GERONIMO ALLISON 
Second season for the 
former junior college 
transfer as the Illini’s 

No. 1 outside receiver. ... 


coming in his first four starts. ... Productivity 
fell way off when Reilly O'Toole, a run-pass 
quarterback with a limited arm, played. ... 
Coming off an excellent offseason, should be 
in harmony with Wes Lunt and become one of 
the Big Ten’s most productive receivers. 


True freshman will get 
his initial action in fall 


guaranteed. ... Four-star 
back from Nashville 


< * a3 : Virginia, Louisville and others. ... Will have the 
| feel like | can definitely be a double- : rinite ti: Gel iderable role off the 
digit guy (in sacks), you know? | could be a : SEPP E Sy 20 See 8 ooreeteine ne 
double-digit guy if | put my mind to it. But : 
: only experienced back — and has the 


bat — senior Josh Ferguson is the team’s 


strength and speed to be an instant contribu- 


the guy at some point in 2015. 


+ Photos courtesy of Iilinois Athletics. 
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MAC rank: + Hacora: 5-7 


MAC reeard: 3-5 (T-4th} 


Statium: nielision Stadium (30,000) 


at a GLANCE 


LGBATIGON: Akron, Ohio 

BAGH: Terry Bowden — At Akron: 11-25, 3 years; 
overall: 151-87-2, 21 years 

GPPENBIVE BRBHBINATOR: AJ. Milwee 
BRFENSIVE BHBRBINATAR: Chuck Amato 

LAST LBAGUE THPLE: 2005 

LAS? BOWE: 2005, Motor City 

RETURNING STARTHRB: 14; 7 offense, 5 defense, kicker, 
punter 

Se — a 
BLAYERS 76 WATAH: OB Kyle Pohl, RB Conor Hundley, 
NT Cody Grice, DE Jamal Marcus, DE Se’Von Pittman, 

LB Jatavis Brown, DB Kris Givens 


BRIMAHY STRENGTHS: The influx of talented transfers, 
especially on defense, is a positive sign for a program com- 
ing off a five-win season. The defense has the potential to be 
the best in the conference, keeping the scores down until the 
offense works through some early-season kinks. The offen- 
sive line is filled with experienced players. 

BOTENTIAL BAGHLEMB: There's some instability at quarter- 
back and wide receiver. Although a senior, Pohl is not a lock 
to start at quarterback. The Zips don’t have game-changing 
receivers. 


OFFENSE 

The offense was supposed to be stable enough 
to carry the Zips to a strong finish in 2014. Instead, 
quarterback Kyle Pohl battled with injuries midway 
through the season, the running game faltered and 
the Zips averaged just 22.6 points per game. 

Pohl, a senior, is locked in a three-way battle for the 
starting position after completing 54 percent of his 
passes, with nine touchdowns and eight interceptions. 
Sophomore Thomas Woodson and Pittsburgh trans- 
fer Tra’Von Chapman, a dual-threat quarterback, are 
locked with Pohl for the starting spot. 

Conor Hundley returns at running back, where 
Colorado State transfer Donnell Alexander will help 
the position with his size and physical style. Hakeem 
Lawrence’s speed nicely complements the power run- 
ning of Hundley and Alexander. 

Andrew Pratt and Fransohn Bickley lead the receiv- 
ing group. Mykel Traylor-Bennett had four receiving 
touchdowns in a reserve role last season. 

In the past, poor line play has hampered the Zips’ 
offense. This veteran line, with four returning starters, 
has a chance to help the offense take a step forward. 


Coordinator Chuck Amato has been putting his 
stamp on a rapidly improving unit for the past two 
years. The Zips finished first in the conference in scor- 
ing defense and third in total defense in 2014. 

The front seven is an area of strength and is athletic 
enough to be among the best in the conference once 
again. 

A wave of transfers combined with five returning 
starters could make this Amato’s most athletic de- 
fense. Ohio State transfers Se’Von Pittman and Jamal 
Marcus bring athleticism and speed at defensive end. 
Pittman had a solid first season in Akron, while Mar- 
cus earned rave reviews during the spring. 

Linebacker Darryl Monroe, a Washington State 
transfer, and defensive tackle Rodney Coe (via Iowa 
State) should help ease the loss of Justin March and 
Nordly Capi. Linebacker Jatavis Brown led the Zips 
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KYLE POHL 


“We still have seme werk te de, but 
we're selid on defense and grawing 
an offense,” 

= Terry Bowden 


with 99 tackles last season, while linebacker Dylan 
Evans had an impressive spring. 

Miami transfer Larry Hope joins cornerbacks John 
Senter, Kris Givens and DeAndre Scott in an upgrad- 
ed secondary. 


Senior Robert Stein connected on 13 of 18 field goal 
attempts last season. Senior Zach Paul is one of the top 
punters in the conference, averaging 42.5 yards per at- 
tempt last season. The kickoff and punt returns spots are 
wide open, but after finishing 10th and 12th in those con- 
ference categories, respectively, change is a good thing. 


The Zips’ spiral during the second half of the 2014 
season spoiled any momentum gained from Terry 
Bowden’s first two seasons. The Zips lost five of their 
last six following a 4-2 start. An infusion of talented 
transfers brings athleticism and depth to help offset 
key injuries and graduation losses. With the defense 
poised to make more incremental improvement, 
Akron should push back toward a winning record 
while competing in a MAC East that looks down 
again, except for Bowling Green. 

— Bob Narang 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DE Jamal Marcus: After sitting out last season 
following a transfer from Ohio State, Marcus, a former 
four-star recruit, was a big factor during spring prac- 
tice. He played in 24 games for the Buckeyes, includ- 


ing starting in the 2014 Orange Bowl against Clemson. 


2015 PROJIECTE 


QB 16 | Kyle Pohl* 6-3 217 Sr. 
RB 34 | Conor Hundley” 6-10 213 Sr. 
WR 80 | Andrew Pratt 6-5 210 Sr. 
WR 82 | Austin Wolf 6-3 204 So. 
WR 4 | Fransohn Bickley 5-6 147 Jr. 
TE 35 | Newman Williams 6-2 240 Fr. 
LT 56 | Isaiah Williams* 6-3 295 Sr. 
LG 75 | Dylan Brumbaugh* 6-5 309 Sr. 
C 57 | Stephen Ericksen 6-3 305 So. 
RG 55 | Tommy Brown’ 6-4 310 Sr. 
RT 71 | Quaison Osborne® 6-3 305 Sr. 
DEFENSE 
DE 30 | Se’Von Pittman® 6-3 268 Jr. 
DT 91 | Rodney Coe 6-3 305 Sr. 
NG 36 | Cody Grice® 5-11 284 Sr. 
DE 34 | Jamal Marcus 6-2 240 Jr. 
LB 54 | Dylan Evans 6-2 211 Sr. 
LB 59 | John Rachal 5-11 225 Jr. 
LB 1 | Jatavis Brown® 5-11 217 Sr. 
CB 21 | Kris Givens* 5-5 163 Sr. 
CB 6 | DeAndre Scott* 5-11 180 Jr. 
SS 14 | Jerome Lane 6-3 212 So. 
FS 41 | Zach Guiser 6-1 205 So. 
GPEGIAL TEAMB 
K 48 | Robert Stein® 5-8 169 Sr. 
P 38 | Zach Paul’ 6-3 216 Sr. 
*Returning starters in Bold 
2015 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 5 at Oklahoma 
Sept. 12 PITTSBURGH 
Sept. 19 SAVANNAH STATE 
Sept. 26 at Louisiana 
Oct. 3 OHIO 
Oct. 10 at Eastern Michigan 
Oct. 17 at Bowling Green 
Oct. 31 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Nov. 7 at Massachusetts 
Nov. 14 at Miami (OH) 
Nov. 21 BUFFALO 
Nov. 27 KENT STATE 
2014 RESULTS 
Ww HOWARD 41-0 
L at Penn State 3-21 
L MARSHALL 17-48 
Ww at Pittsburgh 21-10 
Ww EASTERN MICHIGAN 31-6 
Ww MIAMI (OH) 29-19 
L at Dhio 20-23 
L at Ball State 21-35 
L BOWLING GREEN 10-27 
L at Buffalo 24-55 
Ww MASSACHUSETTS 30-6 
L at Kent State 24-27 
2014 RANKINGS 

OFFENSE BRR BAM 

Scoring 22.6 101 

Rushing 123.7 106 

Passing 2493.6 49g 

Total 373.3 88 

DEFENSE BEA GAME RANK 

Scoring 23.1 28 

Rushing 148.6 43 

Passing 222.5 53 

Total 3711 44 

TH MARGIN BHR GAME 

-2 - 0.17 T-76 


DS TANTERS 
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INDIA 
7 f 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kevin Johns 


NA 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian Knorr 


HOOSIERS READY TO HAVE A BOWL BREAKTHROUGH 


hen Kevin Wilson left his job as 
Oklahoma’s offensive coordinator 
to become Indiana’s head coach for 


the 2011 season, he did so with eyes wide open. 

He knew IU had played in only one bowl 
game in the past 21 years, the last time in 2007. 

Wilson’s first Indiana team won one game. 
That improved to four wins the next year. In 
2013, there was talk of breaking that bowl 
drought, and IU came close, winning five 
games. 

So last year was going to be the year. Not 
quite. Injuries at quarterback derailed the 
season and Indiana slipped back to four vic- 
tories. 

Well ... this could finally be the year. 

Really. 

The Hoosiers have talent, experience and 
depth up front, on both sides of the ball. 
Strong-armed quarterback Nate Sudfeld, who 
suffered a season-ending injury to his non- 
throwing shoulder in the sixth game of last 
year, is back. 

But how does IU replace NFL-bound Tevin 
Coleman, who rushed for 2,036 yards last 
year as a junior? Well, by adding transfer Jor- 
dan Howard, who last season ran for a single- 
season record 1,587 yards at UAB. 

Oh yeah, the defensive front figures to be 
formidable, and Wilson says the linebackers 
are as good as he’s had at Indiana. 

So what’s the problem? The Hoosiers need 
some youngsters to step up at wide receiver 
and cornerback. 

“I think we’ve got more talent because 
we've recruited well,” Wilson said. “And 
we're maturing. | just think this is the best 
buy-in we've had from the players. Our prep- 
aration has been the best it’s ever been. This 
team has been the most enjoyable to coach, 
had the most energy, and been the most pas- 
sionate.” 

Under Wilson, IU has featured a high-pow- 
ered, explosive, fast-paced offense. In his four 
seasons in Bloomington, the Hoosiers have 
set 43 school records, including for points, 
passing yards, rushing yards and total yards 
for a single season. 

The problem has been woeful defense. 

But the Hoosiers showed some improve- 
ment last season after Brian Knorr took over 
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as coordinator and switched to a 3-4 scheme. 

Indiana allowed an average of six fewer 
points per game, 55 fewer rushing yards and 
39 fewer passing yards. Opponents’ third- 
down conversion rate fell from 46.5 to 36 
percent. 

“Overall, we’ve got some very, very tal- 
ented young kids; we've got a great group of 
older guys who are really buying in,” Wilson 
said. “This is the best we’ve had.” 


OFFENSE 


Indiana’s 2013 offense featured a two-head- 
ed monster at quarterback with Nate Sudfeld 
and Tre Roberson sharing starting duties. 

But Roberson, a dual threat, transferred af- 
ter the season, leaving the pass-first Sudfeld 
as the unquestioned starter. But then disaster 
struck the position. 

Not only did Sudfeld go down for the year 
with the shoulder injury against Iowa, but 
backup Chris Covington was lost for the sea- 
son with a knee injury in the same game. 

That left undersized true freshman Zander 
Diamont, with very few snaps in practice, to 
take over. It was on-the-job training, and the 
passing game suffered as a result. 

While the Hoosiers still lack experienced 
depth at quarterback, if Sudfeld can remain 
healthy, the offense will be in good hands 
this season. 

“He can make a lot of throws,” Wilson said 
of Sudfeld, who has passed for 4,306 career 
yards and 34 touchdowns. “He has great 
awareness and vision. He’s an upper-level 
quarterback. He has a chance to be one of the 
best around these parts.” 

Covington has been moved to linebacker, 
so the backup duties will fall to either Di- 
amont, redshirt freshman Danny Cameron or 
true freshmen Austin King and Donavan Hale. 

With UAB transfer Jordan Howard, who 
missed the final 10 spring practices with an 
elbow injury, and sophomore Devine Red- 
ding operating behind IU’s strong line, the 
running game should still be a dangerous 
weapon. Howard and Redding both excel in 
the power game, compared to Tevin Cole- 
man’s big-play expertise. 

“Howard looks good,” Wilson said. “He 
has 2,500 career yards coming in, so he’s not 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium: 52,929 


SCHEDULE 


14 Record 


Opponent 


Sept.5 SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 6-6 
Sept. 12 FIU 4-8 
Sept. 19 WESTERN KENTUCKY 8-5 
Sept. 26 at Wake Forest 3-9 
Oct. 3 OHIO STATE 14-1 
Oct. 10 at Penn State 7-6 
Oct. 17 RUTGERS 8-5 
Oct. 24 at Michigan State 11-2 
Nov. 7 IOWA 7-6 
Nov. 14 MICHIGAN 5-7 
Nov. 21 at Maryland 7-6 
Nov. 28 at Purdue 3-9 


RESULTS 


W INDIANA STATE 28-10 
L at Bowling Green 42-45 
W at Missouri 31-27 
L MARYLAND 15-37 
W NORTH TEXAS 49-24 
L at lowa 29-45 
L MICHIGAN STATE 17-56 
L at Michigan 10-34 
L PENN STATE 7-13 
L at Rutgers 23-45 
L at Ohio State 27-47 
WwW PURDUE 23-16 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 
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AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 


Bloomington, Ind. 


2014: 


4-8 overall, 1-7 Big Ten (7th, East) 


COACH: 


Kevin Wilson — At Indiana and overall: 
14-34, 4 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


13; 6 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Nate Sudfeld, RB Jordan Howard, 
LT Jason Spriggs, RG Dan Feeney, 
DT Darius Latham, DL Nick Mangieri, 
LB Tegray Scales, FS Antonio Allen 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

IU has talent and experience on the 
offensive and defensive lines. The 
return of Sudfeld from injury is a big 
boost. Howard could be the key new- 
comer in the Big Ten, joining the 
Hoosiers after rushing for 1,587 yards 


and 13 touchdowns last season at 
UAB. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Depth at QB could be an issue, so IU 
can’t afford to lose Sudfeld again. 
The receiving corps needs to step up 
after a down year. Defense, which 
has been a weakness at IU for many 
years, needs to continue the 
improvement it began last season, 
although it was still one of the worst 
nationally. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Tevin Coleman, WR Shane Wynn, 
DL Bobby Richardson, LB David 
Cooper, CB Tim Bennett, SS Mark 
Murphy 


OVERVIEW: 

A healthy Sudfeld and the addition 
of Howard, along with one of the 
better lines in the Big Ten, should 
provide the offense with a solid 
nucleus. Making headway in the Big 
Ten East isn’t easy, and much will 
depend on the defense to be com- 
petitive following a last-place finish 
in 2014. 


KEY NUMBER: 


60.6 Career completion percentage for 
Nate Sudfeld, which is the second-best 
mark in school history. 


ALLEN 


Phote by Joe Rabbins 


ERE YS 


a rookie. And he’s not a JC transfer. He’s 
played against Arkansas and Mississippi 
State.” 

The unknown on offense is at wide re- 
ceiver. 

Sophomore J-Shun Harris is the leading 
returner, with just 18 catches for 168 yards. 

But Wilson is convinced a number of re- 
ceivers, including a talented crop of fresh- 
men, will more than get the job done. 

The battle at tight end will feature four 
talented players who all could see action 
— seniors Anthony Corsaro and Michael 
Cooper, and sophomores Danny Friend 
and Jordan Fuchs. 

The interior line has experienced talent 
and is eight or nine deep. It’s led by two of the 
best in the Big Ten in senior left tackle Jason 
Spriggs and junior right guard Dan Feeney. 

Spriggs has 34 career starts, Feeney 24 
and right tackle Ralston Evans 21. 

Senior center Jake Reed is versatile, with 
five starts at guard and four at center last 
season. Junior Dimitric Camiel, who start- 


- SCOUTING REPORT: Of 


~~ 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


POS STARTER YR, COMMENT 
| QB Nate Sudfeld* Sr. Experienced pro-style passer with strong arm. Zander Diamont, So. 
B RB Devine Redding So. Powerful runner who had great spring. Jordan Howard, Jr. 
WR J-Shun Harris II* So. Showed speed, good hands last year as a freshman. Mitchell Paige, Jr. 
| WR — Simmie Cobbs Jr. So. A tall wideout with big-play potential. Andre Booker, Sr. 
| WR Ricky Jones Jr. The veteran is getting his first big opportunity. Dominique Booth, So. 
TE Anthony Corsaro* Sr. Good blocker, improved pass catcher. Michael Cooper, Sr. 
} LT —_ Jason Spriggs* Sr. Total package; a potential first-round pick. Delroy Baker, Fr. 
1 LG —_Dimitric Camiel Jt. _ Five starts last year earned him this spot. Wes Martin, Fr. 
BC Jake Reed Sr. Versatile athlete who can play center or guard. Wes Rogers, Jr. \ 
RG Dan Feeney* Jr. IU's best lineman, one of the best in Big Ten. Jacob Bailey, Jr. 
5 AT Ralston Evans* Sr. Keeps on ticking despite two leg injuries. Tim Gardner, Fr. \ 
K Griffin Oakes* So. Back after outstanding freshman season. Aaron Del Grosso, So. f 
“Returning StarterinBold = : ee 
SCOUTING REPORT: Defense ; 
POS STARTER YR. COMMENT - __BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Nick Mangieri* —_—_—Sr._Solid veteran retums to his natural positon. Shawn Hetfer, dr y 
J NT Adarius Rayner St. Veteran lunch-pail, blue-collar performer. Nate Hoff, So.* 
1 DT Darius Latham* Jr. Great athlete really coming into his own. Ralph Green Il, Jr. 
LB Zack Shaw Sr. Steady player who came on strong last year. Nile Sykes, Fr. 
LB ‘TJ. Simmons* Jr. Third-year starter; always around the ball. Greg Gooch, So. 
5 1B Tegray Scales So. _ All-around talent; a star in the making. Marcus Oliver, So. 
7 LB Clyde Newton Jr. Moves up after two steady seasons. Dawson Fletcher, Sr. 
} CB Ben Bach So. Redshirt sophomore who has come on strong. Rashard Fant, So. 
= CB Noel Padmore So. Solid player, good cover corner. Kenny Mullen, Sr. 
} SS Chase Dutra So. Athletic playmaker who creates tumovers. Kiante Walton, So. 
5 FS Antonio Allen* Jr. All-around athlete; very big hitter. Tony Fields, So. 
) ly Erich Toth* Sr. Very good at pooch punting inside 20. Nick Campos, Jr. 
I -Retuning Starter in Bold 


ed five games last year at tackle, takes over 
at left guard. 
IU’s line has been strong in recent years, 
but this year’s may be the best. 
“Potentially, I’d have to say yes,” Spriggs 
said. 


DEFENSE 

Indiana begins its second season in Bri- 
an Knorr’s 3-4 scheme with hopes that the 
defensive improvement shown last season 
will continue in 2015. There’s still plenty 
of room to get better, since IU was 93rd last 
year in total defense and 100th in scoring 
defense. 

Three starters return up front in end 
Nick Mangieri, tackle Darius Latham and 
the duo of Adarius Rayner and Nate Hoff, 
who split time at nose tackle. 

All have a minimum of three years of 
experience. 

Mangieri is switching back to end, after 
playing the bandit position (outside, drop 
linebacker) last season. Latham, a freak- 


—_ 


ish athlete and one of a handful of four- 
star recruits IU has landed in recent years, 
appears ready to reach his full potential. 

“We have big, athletic dudes on our D- 
line,” Mangieri said. “And this scheme gets 
them in a better position to go lateral and 
move on every play. 

“There's definitely a swagger. It’s carried 
over from the end of last year. It’s pretty 
exciting. We’re not taking crap from the 
offense.” 

While Zack Shaw, who takes over at 
bandit, is the only senior, the linebacking 
corps is brimming with talent. 

Junior TJ. Simmons started all but one 
game in his first two seasons and was sec- 
ond on the team with 72 tackles a year ago. 
Sophomore Tegray Scales is a star in the 
making who earned Freshman All-America 
honors last season. Wilson says redshsirt 
sophomore Marcus Oliver, coming off a 
knee injury after playing in 11 games two 
years ago, has great potential. 

Junior Clyde Newton and sophomore 
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Nate Sudfeld, OB, Senior 
NDS Rank: No. 6 QB in 2016 class 


Jason Spriggs, OT, Senior 
NDS Rank: No. 10 OT in 2016 class 


TOP NFL PROSPECTS 


“| like Sudfeld quite a bit. He just needs to stay on the field. He hasn't played a whole sea- 
son yet in his career. He has the size that you want and you can see the ball jump off his 

hand. But the best ability he can have will be his reliability — being on the field, staying on 
the field. And being without running back Tevin Coleman in that backfield this year, there is 
going to be a lot more on Sudfeld’s shoulders. It will be interesting to see what he can do.” 


“The best left tackles in the league are (Jack) Conkin at Michigan State and Ohio State’s 
(Taylor) Decker. Spriggs, just because he plays at Indiana, doesn’t get enough love at left 
tackle. He’s still developing and seeing new things at the position, but he has the tempera- 
ment you want — fights through the whistles. He has good body control, plays well in 
space. You can see him get better and better, but there are still areas in which you want to 


see him get better at in college. A big part of that is using his punch and controlling his tar- 
get once engaged. And he has a bad habit of popping up and losing his anchor.” 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


Greg Gooch figure strongly in the mix. 

“The linebackers are a little young, but 
they all played as freshmen,” Wilson said. 
“The front seven has talent and experience. 

“The linebacking corps is the best it’s 
been. Just like the tight ends will be a great 
complement to the offensive line, the 
linebackers are a great complement to the 
defensive front.” 

The secondary is the question mark, 
with three starters gone. 

Junior free safety Antonio Allen is Indi- 
ana’s leading returning tackler (with 74). 
He covers a lot of ground and is a fierce 
hitter. Redshirt sophomore Chase Dutra 
takes over at free safety after showing a 
strong skill set and tough style of play last 
year. 

The concern is at cornerback. Redshirt 
sophomores Rashard Fant, rated by one re- 
cruiting service as the No. 14 prep athlete 
two years ago, and Noel Padmore could be 
the starters. 

Two highly regarded recruits, Tyler 
Green and Jonathan Crawford, could 
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237.6 
290.2 
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2013 RANKINGS 


PER GAME 


PER GAME 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


challenge. 

“Fant gets the most hype and is the most 
skilled, but he’s a little bit undersized (at 
5-10, 175),” Wilson said. “Padmore was 
solid in the spring. But we’re going to need 
some of those young bodies.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kicker Griffin Oakes and punter Erich 
Toth return. Oakes took over early last 
season and was outstanding, making 13 
of 18 field goal attempts (72 percent) in 
10 games. His 58-yarder versus Maryland 
was the longest in the nation and set an 
IU record. 

His 62.6-yard average on kickoffs, with 
21 touchbacks on 43 attempts, ranked fifth 
in the Big Ten and 29th nationally. 

Toth, a senior, was excellent at pinning 
the opposition deep, placing 18 punts in- 
side the 20-yard line and eight inside the 
10. The hope this season is that he'll im- 
prove his 40.7-yard average. 

J-Shun Harris returns after leading the 
Hoosiers with 19 kickoff returns, for a 20.6- 
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NATE SUDFELD 


yard average, as a true freshman last year. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Two years ago, Indiana had a rare eight 
home games, but in three of Wilson’s four 
years at IU the Hoosiers have had only six. 
So it’s understandable he’s happy that this 
season there are seven home games, which 
he believes should be a minimum for a Big 
Ten program. 

The lone road non-conference game is 
at Wake Forest. Conference home games 
feature Ohio State and Michigan, while IU 
must travel to Penn State, Michigan State 
and rival Purdue. 

With the addition of Maryland and 
Rutgers, IU was put into the tough East 
Division, which includes traditional pow- 
ers Ohio State, Michigan, Penn State and 
Michigan State. 

“T personally like the challenge of the 
Big Ten East,” Wilson said. “I think our 
team embraces that. I think it helps our 
recruiting.” 

— Tom Kubat 
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NOTEBOOK 


he beat goes on for Kevin Wilson and the 
i in their search for incoming talent. 
For the past three years, Wilson and his staff 
have signed what is considered to be the school's top 
recruiting classes of all-time. 

Historically, Indiana’s classes were made up 
of mostly two-star rated recruits, and the classes 
as a whole were ranked near or at the bottom of 
the Big Ten ... and not even close to the Top 50 
nationally. 

Take a look at |U’s haul the past three seasons: 

2013 — Five four-stars, 13 three-stars, class 
ranked 38th in the nation, fifth in the Big Ten. 

2014 — Two four-stars, 16 three-stars, class 
ranked 38th in the nation, seventh in the Big Ten. 

2015 — Eighteen three stars, class ranked 49th 
in the nation, seventh in the Big Ten. 

It’s worthy to note that this year's class ranking 
does not include two transfers from UAB's now- 
defunct program — running back Jordan How- 
ard, who rushed for 1,587 yards last season, and 
receiver Marqui Hawkins, who sat out last season 
after transferring from Florida. 

“And | think we signed the four best linemen 
we've ever put in a class together,” Wilson said. 
“When we add this class coming in, our overall 
talent will increase even more because it's by far 
probably our most athletic, gifted group.” 

© Wilson makes special notice that his staff 
remains unchanged from last season. 

- “Here we are going into year five, we haven’t 
quite gotten over the hump, and we had coaches 
with legitimate opportunities to leave. And none of 
them left,” he said. “I think they see the team, like 
the guys, like the commitment of the school, like 
the way it’s going. 

“We need to get there, need to do it. But there’s 
a good vibe to this place. That's why coaches are 
staying. They’re not staying by default. Several guys 
are staying by choice.” 

¢ Indiana had one player selected in the NFL 
Draft — running back Tevin Coleman, who went 
73rd overall, with the ninth pick in the third round, 
to Atlanta. 


OUTSIDERS VIEW 


“Nate Sudfeld being back is huge. But how do you 
replace Tevin Coleman? Jordan Howard was hurt the 
day | was there, and he missed the last half of spring. 
But he had great numbers at UAB. 

“If you look at Indiana's history since Kevin Wilson 
has been there, they've been at their best when they've 
been dynamic on offense. Coleman made them dynam- 
ic on offense, especially when it was him and Sudfeld. 
When Sudfeld got hurt it really set them back. 

“So if Sudfeld can have the kind of year that we all 
expect him to have and Howard is the answer, then 
they can be almost where they were. They've done 
a good job recruiting their offensive line.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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KAA SPORTS HOOSIERS RECRUITING 2015 


Camion Patrick 

A number of receivers could play early for the Hoosiers this fall, 
led by Patrick, who helped lead East Mississippi Community 
College to back-to-back national championships. This past fall, 


12 touchdowns, ranking as the No. 8 JUCO receiver in the 
country, according to the 247Sports Composite. Leon Thornton 
and Nicholas Westbrook are two others from the high school 
level that will push for time as true freshmen. 


Tyler Green 

Out of Hyattsville (Md.) DeMatha, Green walks in the door one 
of the best athletes in the locker room on the Indiana football 
team. The 6-3, 195-pound Green brings an element to the sec- 


right away for a starting job or key backup role. 


Brandon Wilson 

The 6-4, 240-pound defensive end out of Winter Garden (Fla.) 
West Orange can do several things along the defensive line to 
make a football team better. Wilson had 81 tackles and seven 
sacks as a senior, and arrives as the nation’s No. 51 strong- 
side defensive end recruit according to 247Sports, 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


WL OWL Hometown School 
Joey 6-3 ooo Avon Avon 
Ranked No. 18 Inside Linebacker and the No. 62 ranked player in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Indiana Football Coaches Association Top 50 and all-state selection 
as a senior. . Indiana Associated Press Class 6A All-State... member of the 2014 /ndianapolis 
Star Super Team, 


Aniire Brown OB 60 187 GOOG Decatur, GA Columbia 
Ranked No. 35 Dual-Threat Quarterback and the No. 152 ranked payer in Somes ae 
to the 247Sports Composite...honorable mention all-state selection...invited to the U.S. 
Army National Combine...the region's most valuable player...played in the Rising Seniors 
Bowl...all-county and all-region honors in 2013 and 2014. 


Jameel Cook $ 60 181 GOOG Missouri City, TX Ridge Point 
Ranked No. 101 Safety and the No. 156 ranked player in Texas according to the 247Sports 
Composite...first team All-District 23-5A as a senior...Touchdown Club of Houston 
Defensive Player of the Year finalist...Father Jameel Cook, Sr. won a Super Bow! title with 
Tampa Bay (2003). 


Stars 


Jonathan Crawford S 62 1% ©0060 Largo, FL Largo 
Ranked No, 64 Safety and the No. 120 ranked player in Florida according to the 247Sports 
Composite. . .All-Pinellas County and All-Big County. ..holds the school record with 12 career 
He ame shares the single-season mark with six...cousin Donovan Hale is a member of the 
signing class, 


Austin Dorris Te 65 ooo Shadyside, OH Shadyside 
Ranked No. 52 Tight End and the No. 61 ranked player in Ohio according to the 247Sports 
Composite...first team all-state...Ohio Valley Player of the Year honors...member of the 
Principal's List. 


Tyler Green Hyattsville, MD Catholic 
Ranked No, 31 Safety and the Ho 13 ranked Ai in Maryland according to the 247Sports 
Composite...all-state selection...participated in the 2014 U.S. Army All-American Combine 
and the Nike Opening... chose Indiana over Maryland, North Carolina State and Ohio State. 


Donavan Hale QBWR 64 25 OOO Largo, FL Largo 
Ranked No. 179 Athlete and the No. 216 ranked player in Florida according to the 247Sports 
Composite...first team all-district and all-county...holds the program single-game record 
with five passing scores. ..cousin Jonathan Crawford is a member of the signing class. 


Isaac James ATH 5-11 180 OGO Carmel Carmel 
Ranked No. 57 Athlete and the No, 12 ranked player in Indiana according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Indiana Football Coaches Association (IFCA) Top 50 and Indiana Associated 
Press Class 6A All-State selection as a senior...IFCA All-State as a junior and senior... 
two-time all-conference selection... member of the 2014 /ndianapolis Star Super Team. 


Reakwon $ 62 210 O66 Lynn Haven, FL A. Crawford Mosley 
Ranked No. 143 Athlete and the No. 282 ranked player in Florida according to the 247Sports 
Composite...2014 first team Class 5A All-State selection...Bay County Defensive Player of 
the Year...chose Indiana over Cal. 

Alpharetta 


Austin King 0 63 18 OOo Alpharetta, GA 

Ranked No. 30 Pro-Style Quarterback and the No. 84 ranked player in Georgia according to 
the 247Sports Composite. ..honorable mention Class AAAAAA. , two-time all-region. ..played 
in the 2014 Blue-Grey All-American Game...named the Georgia Rising Seniors East Team 
Most Valuable Player. 


Brandon Knight oO 65 20 OGS Noblesville Noblesville 
Ranked No. 70 Offensive Tackle and the No. 10 ranked player in Indiana according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Indiana Football Coaches Association Top 50. ..all-state selection as 
a junior and senior...Indiana Associated Press Class 6A All-State as a senior...member of 
the 2014 /ndlanapolis Star Super Team...finalist for the /ndianapolis Star Position Award 
(offensive line). 


the 6-2, 215-pound Patrick caught 42 passes for 631 yards and 


ondary the Hoosiers aren't used to having, and he will compete 


Reakwon Jones 

No question the Indiana coaching staff believes they had a 
great find in the Lynn Haven (Fla.) Crawford Mosely standout, 
who registered 124 tackles as a senior in earning Bay County 
Defensive Player of the Year Honors. The 6-2, 205-pound 
Jones played safety and linebacker in high school and will 
likely see the field his true freshman year in Bloomington. 


SLEEPER 


Kevin Wilson and his staff will put a heavy emphasis on linebackers this recruiting 
cycle, aiming to sign three to four getting numbers on the roster back where they 
need to be. With the attrition the program has had at running back, Indiana will be 
in the market for an immediate impact guy that can add depth to a group led by 
UAB transfer Jordan Howard. 


— By Steve Wiltfong 
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Pos. WL Wi Stars Homelown School 


Hunter Littlejohn 06 64 27 OOO Powell, OH Olentangy Liberty 
Ranked No. 53 Offensive Guard and the No. 36 ranked player in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite...first team all-state, all-metro, all-district and all-conference selec- 
tion as a senior...selected to the Ohio North-South All-Star Game...participated in the U.S. 
Army All-American Combine. 


DaVondre Love Oo 67 20 G60 Saint Louis, MO Affton 
Ranked No, 178 Offensive Tackle and the No. 22 ranked player in Missouri according to the 
247Sports Composite...2014 first team Missouri Class 4 All-State...recognized as the con- 
ference's Lineman of the Year...first team all-district, all-metro and all-conference. 


Mike Majette AM 5-11 1% GO6G Woodbridge, VA Woodbridge 
Ranked No. 65 Athlete and the No. 27 ranked player in Virginia according to the 247Sports 
Composite...chose Indiana over Boston College, Maryland, and Purdue. 


Camion Patrick - WR 62 215 660 Scooba,MS East Mississippi €.C. 

Ranked No. 53 Junior College prospect nationally, ranked No, 8 Wide Receiver and the 

No. 21 ranked player in Mississippi according to the 247Sports Composite.. helped team win 

pester junior college national championships...Chose Indiana over Tennessee and 
sas State. 


Jacob Robinson WOE 64 230 O00 Westfleld Westfield 
Ranked No. 49 Weakside Defensive End and the No. 17 ranked player in Indiana according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Indiana Football Coaches Association (IFCA) Top 50 selection 
in 2013 and 2014...IFCA and Indiana Associated Press Class 6-A All-State as a junior and 
senior...member of the 2013 and 2014 /ndianapolis Star Super Team...three-time all- 
county and two-time all-conference selection. 


Simon oT 64 27 GOGO Hamilton, OH Ross 
Ranked No. 110 Offensive Tackle and the No. 42 ranked player in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..2014 Division Ill all-state and all-district selection. ..three-time all- 
city and two-time first team All-Southwest Ohio Conference selection...named the top 
offensive lineman in Ohio Division {Il as a junior and senior...selected to play in the 2015 
Ohio North-South Classic. 


Omari Stringer S$ 64 20 G66 Crete, IL Crete-Monee 
Ranked No. 103 Safety and the No. 34 ranked player in Illinois according to the 247Sports 
Composite...2014 all-state and all-conference selection...chose Indiana over Missouri and 
Minnesota. 


Leon Thorton WR 62 19 GOO Lombard, IL Montini Catholic 
Ranked No. 72 Wide Receiver and the No. 11 ranked player in Illinois according to the 
247Sports Composite...two-time all-state, all-area and all-conference selection...set the 
school's single-game mark with 14 catches. ..chose Indiana over Illinois. 


Nicholas Westbrook WR 63 25 GOO Lake Mary, FL Lake Mary 
Ranked No, 153 Wide Receiver and the No. 178 ranked player in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite...named first team all-state... all-district selection...All-Central 
Florida selection...Chose Indiana over Kentucky, Virginia, and Georgia Tech. 


Devonte Williams RB O59 170 GOS Potomac, The Bullis School 
Ranked No. 67 Running Back and the No. 21 ranked player in Maryland according to the 
247Sports Composite...first team all-state, all-metropolitan and all-conference selection as 
a senior. ..chose Indiana over Oklahoma State, Temple, and Marshall. 


Brandon Wilson SDE 64 200 OGG Winter Garden, FL West Orange 
Ranked No. 53 Strongside Defensive End and the No. 125 ranked player in Florida according 
to the 247Sports Composite...first team all-county and all-district honors...voted to the 
Central Florida All-Star Game. 
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PLAYER PROFILE 


6-6, 250-pound tight end. He has a 
chance to leave as a 6-7, 305-pound 
All-American left tackle. 

Actually, Spriggs’ college time at tight 
end lasted less than a week. Quicker than 
you can say “switch,” he was moved to left 
tackle. 

“| kind of thought it might happen,” he 
said. “| played left tackle and defensive end 
in high school, caught only a few passes as 
a senior tight end, so | figured I'd probably 
get switched. | just had to roll with it and 
see what | could do.” 

Roll with it he did. And, boy, did he show 
everyone what he could do. 

Starting every game as a true freshman, 
Spriggs led the team with 80 knockdowns 
and allowed just two sacks in 961 snaps. 
You want consistency? Last year as a ju- 
nior, he allowed only two sacks in 689 
snaps. 

“We knew early he would be spe- 
cial. He was a little skinny, but he was 
very mature. He’s a special talent, very 
smart, an unbelievable talent,” IU coach 
Kevin Wilson said. “Because we didn’t 
redshirt him, he’s still young for a line- 
man. There’s potential for more growth. 
There’s still an upside with him; there’s 
a high ceiling.” 

Other than IU, Spriggs was only offered 
scholarships by Penn State and some Mid- 
American Conference schools. Yet the na- 
tive Hoosier from Elkhart, Ind., has 35 starts 
to his credit, 34 at the all-important left 
tackle spot. 

That assignment created extra pressure 
for Spriggs, but it also provided extra mo- 
tivation. 

“The hardest thing early on was being 
accountable for my mistakes,” he said. 

“| had the quarterback’s blind side. The 
guys lining up across from me didn’t care 
that | was a freshman. | had to realize it re- 
ally didn’t matter that | was a true fresh- 
man. | had to do my job.” 

You want fast, big and strong? Besides 


Je Spriggs arrived at Indiana as a 


Ww 


HOOSIERS, 


JASON SPRIGGS 


ing recording 33 reps at 225 pounds. : 
Those numbers will look good at the NFL : 
Combine. 

For now, Spriggs is focused on his senior i 
season. 

“| picked IU because when | came fires 


for my visit there was a lot of togetherness, : 


a family atmosphere,” he said. “And | really siopbied lis Yookbelliprogramn 
x : aed 
wanted to come someplace where football £9 567 vars and tae TDS last season rankhig 


hadn’t been big ... so | could be part of a : 
team that maybe could change that. Its j 
coming.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-foothall/big-ten/indiana 
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_ BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


ae ST aS SS a ST ee eet LE PLAYER 
Beefed-up Spriggs Anchors Hoosiers Offense : Se 


? A strong-armed senior, 

? Sudfeld ranks fifth in 

? school history in touch- 
: down passes (34), 

? eighth in passing yards 
? (4,306) and completions 
? (346), and 10th in total offense (4,377) — 

> in just 25 career games and 14 starts. ... He’s 
: spent much of his career sharing the starting 
? duties, and had last season cut short with 
2a (non-throwing) shoulder injury in the sixth 

? game. ... 


He showed in the spring he’s again 
ready to lead IU's up-tempo, spread offense, 


: with the potential to be among the Big Ten’s 
: top QBs. 


: EMERGING STAR 
: LB TEGRAY SCALES 


Scales wasted no time 

: making himself at home 
: in the lineup last year 

: as a freshman reserve 

: linebacker, and he has 

? positioned himself to be a 
: starter this season. ... 
: 12 games and finished with 46 tackles, two 


Scales played in all 


sacks, 4.5 tackles for loss and three intercep- 
tions. ... He was selected as a Freshman All- 
American by 247Sports. ... In addition, he was 


: voted to the Big Ten’s All-Freshman team. 


: TOP NEWCOMER 
posting a 4.8 time in the 40-yard dash, : 


Spriggs has benched 455 pounds, includ- With 9,000-yard rusher 


RB JORDAN HOWARD 


: Tevin Coleman jumping 

: to the NFL, Howard 

? couldn't have picked 

a better time to become 
a Hoosier. ... The junior 

is a proven commodity after rushing for 2,468 
yards the past two seasons for UAB, before it 

He ran for 


seventh nationally with 132.3 yards per game. 
.. The 6-1, 225-pounder has good speed but 


: also is an excellent power runner between the 
: tackles. 


> Photos courtesy of Indiana Athletics, 
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CARDINALS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION; Muncie, Ind. 

COACH: Pete Lembo — At Ball State: 30-20, 4 years; 
overall: 109-56, 14 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joey Lynch 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kevin Kelly 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1996 

LAST BOWL; 2013, GoDaddy.com 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 9 offense, 6 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Jordan Williams, 
WR KeVonn Mabon, OG Jalen Schlachter, 
C Jacob Richard, LB Zack Ryan, LB Ben Ingle 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Williams and Mabon form one of 
the best receiver combinations in the MAC. The offensive 
line returns intact, including three-year starters Richard and 
Schlachter. Linebackers Ryan and Ingle combined to make 
176 tackles last year. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Jack Milas will start at 0B after 
doing some good things last season, but he doesn't have the 
safety net of Ozzie Mann behind him. RBs Teddy Williamson 
and Darian Green have limited game experience, but at least 
one is going to have to become a player the offense can 

lean on. 


OFFENSE 


Quarterback Jack Milas took over at midseason last 
year and retained his No. 1 status in the spring. His 
spot was solidified when Ozzie Mann, the starter at 
the beginning of 2014, announced his transfer plans 
after spring practice. 

Milas completed 115 of 209 passes for 1,302 yards 
with nine touchdowns and five interceptions be- 
fore his season came to a premature end because 
of a broken wrist. He will be helped by the return of 
all five starters on the line and the top two receiv- 
ing threats from 2014: KeVonn Mabon and Jordan 
Williams. 

They combined, with near-equal contributions, for 
115 receptions for 1,470 yards and 11 touchdowns. 

One problem is the unexpected loss of running 
back Horactio Banks, who was diagnosed with a 
career-ending leg injury in the offseason. He was ex- 
pected to take over the starting job in the absence of 
Jahwan Edwards, who finished his career last season 
as the school’s all-time rushing leader. 

Teddy Williamson and Darian Green will battle 
for the starting job at running back. James Gilbert, 
an early-enrolled true freshman, should also have 
a role. 


The Cardinals experimented with their alignments 
in spring drills. Second-year coordinator Kevin Kelly 
tinkered during the spring with a 4-down look, a 3-3 
stack and a 4-3 without settling on one preferred front. 

There is depth along the front line with Michael 
Ayers, Anthony Winbush, Osa Igbinosun and Joshua 
Posley at end, as well as inside players Darnell Smith, 
Keenan Noel, Julian Jackson and Kevin Willis. 

Linebacker is also a position of strength with the 
return of leading tacklers Zack Ryan and Ben Ingle, 
along with Sean Wiggins. Ryan, a middle linebacker, 
had a team-high 91 stops last season. 

There is concern in the back end with several play- 
ers in the secondary trying to come back from injuries. 


BALL STATE | CARDINALS 


MAC record: 4-4 (Sth, West) 


_ 
JORDAN WILLIAMS 


Photo by AF 


“Jack Milas has taken all the ‘one’ snaps 
the entire spring. There's no reason, at 
this point, to change any of that.” 

— Pete Lembo 
on his QB situation 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Cardinals’ main task on special teams will be 
to replace place-kicker Scott Secor, the Mid-American 
Conference Special Teams Player of the Year in 2014. 
Alex Egan, Steve Drida and Morgan Hagee will battle 
in fall camp for the kicking job. 

Punter Kyle Schmidt is a two-year starter — he aver- 
aged 42.1 yards last season — but the Cardinals need 
improvement, ranking in the middle of the MAC in 
net punting average last year. 


OVERVIEW 
With perennial MAC championship contenders 
Northern Illinois and Toledo in the West Division, 
it's going to be difficult for Ball State to make a run at 
the division title. The defense appears average at best 
again this year after ranking smack dab in the middle 
of the MAC last year, and the offense has to make a 
major move forward. Strong play by Milas will be es- 
sential to the team’s improvement. He must perform 
at a high level in a league where top teams almost 
always feature a top quarterback. 
— Doug Zaleski 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DE Joshua Posley: He will immediately bid for 
a starting position after transferring a year ago from 
Cincinnati. The Cardinals love his potential, which 

includes playing the bigger end spot and still having 
the speed to be a true pass rusher. 


Stadium: Scheumann Stadium (22,500) 


2015 PROJECTED STARTERS 


Jalen Schlachter® 


DEFENSE 

DE 98 | Michael Ayers® 6-1 238 Sr. 
DT 95 | Darnell Smith® §-11 270 Sr. 
NT 92 | Julian Jackson 6-1 305 Sr. 
DE 94 | Osalgbinosun 6-1 259 Sr. 
LB 19 | Ben Ingle* 6-0 230 Sr. 
LB 2 | Zack Ryan* 5-10 224 Sr. 
LB 37 | Aaron Taylor® 5-11 206 Sr. 
CB 32 | Roy Denson 6-0 180 So. 
CB 33 | Tyree Holder*® 6-0 166 Sr. 
SS 43 | Dedrick Cromartie 5-10 180 So. 
FS 43 | Martez Hester 6-2 202 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 31) Alex Egan 5-10 211 Sr. 
P 12 | Kyle Schmidt’ 6-2 223 Sr. 


*Returning starters in Bold 
2015 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 12 at Texas A&M 
Sept. 19 at Eastern Michigan 
Sept. 26 at Northwestern 
Oct.3 TOLEDO 
Oct. 10 at Northern Illinois 
Oct. 17 GEORGIA STATE 
Oct. 24 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Oct. 31 MASSACHUSETTS 
Nov. 5 at Western Michigan 
Nov. 17 at Ohio 
Nov. 24 BOWLING GREEN 


2014 RESULTS 


Ww COLGATE 30-10 
L at lowa 13-17 
L INDIANA STATE 20-27 
L at Toledo 23-34 
L at Army 24-33 
L WESTERN MICHIGAN 38-42 
Ww at Central Michigan 32-29 
Ww AKRON 35-21 
L NORTHERN ILLINOIS 21-35 
L at Massachusetts 10-24 
Ww EASTERN MICHIGAN 45-30 
Ww at Bowling Green 


2014 RANKINGS 


PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 27.7 T-71 
Rushing 153.4 76 
Passing 215.8 78 
Total 369.3 92 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANE 
Scoring 27.2 67 
Rushing 191.1 88 
Passing 237.8 82 
Total 428.8 86 
TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+9 +0.75 16 
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IOWA 


Jos HAWKEAVE 


For more coverage of the Hawkeyes, visit iowa.247Sports.com 
STADIUM: Kinnick Stadium: 70,585 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Greg Davis 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Phil Parker 


[OWA TURNS TO NEW QB TO REVITALIZE FERENTZ ERA 


he first pass play of Iowa’s spring 
| scrimmage was a near disaster. 

Senior defensive end Drew Ott 
put sophomore left tackle Boone Myers on 
his back and nearly into quarterback C.J. 
Beathard’s lower limbs. On the other side, 
senior defensive end Nate Meier dipped a 
shoulder and slid around right tackle Ike 
Boettger. 

Beathard did a nice job sidestepping the 
mayhem and nearly delivered a pass to tight 
end George Kittle for a first down, but out- 
side linebacker Ben Niemann got a hand in 
there and forced the first-team offense to 
punt. 

Point is, there are going to be some bumps 
and bruises with this O-line, There just is. 
Boettger and Myers are third-year sopho- 
mores and first-year starters. This puts a 
damper on the big news coming out of Iowa 
City this offseason, which was a quarterback 
change. 

Coach Kirk Ferentz tagged Beathard as the 
starter in January and let Jake Rudock, a two- 
year starter for the Hawkeyes, know that his 
decision was final and to plan accordingly. 
Rudock graduated from Iowa and then trans- 
ferred to Michigan. 

So, Beathard is the king. That’s the big 
move. The junior will shape the offense, 
but, in reality, the Hawkeyes’ 2015 season 
will ride on much more: the development of 
the offensive line, the improvement of the 
defense, a running game that needs to gain 
steam and special teams that don’t allow 
huge, momentum-swinging plays. 

“The guys who are moving into start- 
ing positions or where they are going to 
be contributing, they have to get used to 
the tempo and execute at the pace that 
is necessary, and the guys underneath 
them have to continue to move forward,” 
Ferentz said. 

“It's imperative for us — if we are going to 
have a good football team — to have every- 
one improve.” 

The way lIowa’s defense finished last 
season, it remains a concern. The Hawk- 
eyes allowed Wisconsin All-American Mel- 
vin Gordon to rush for 200 yards, couldn’t 
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get a stop in the fourth quarter of a 37- 
34 overtime defeat to Nebraska and were 
victimized in the TaxSlayer Bowl, falling 
behind 28-0 to Tennessee before taking 
a 42-28 loss. 

Against Nebraska, Iowa allowed two 
key punt returns as the Hawkeyes piddled 
away a 17-point second-half lead. Also in 
2014, lowa produced just three 100-yard 
rushing performances (tied for second- 
fewest in the Big Ten and tied for 23rd- 
fewest in FBS). 

Quarterback is a big and interesting sto- 
ry that certainly will provide soap opera 
through 2015, but the Hawkeyes need to 
think lunch boxes and tool belts across the 
board. 


OFFENSE 


In 2014, Iowa had a season-long quarter- 
back question that just kind of hung over 
the program like a rainy cloud. The team 
knew and processed the idea that Jake Ru- 
dock was the starter, but the glimpse fans 
caught of C.J. Beathard in a comeback victo- 
ry at Pittsburgh, followed by a road win the 
next week at Purdue, was enough to wedge 
in the question every week. 

And so, instead of having the quarter- 
back thing hang over the program, the Iowa 
staff made the call for a change and issued a 
depth chart in January, a first-ever move in 
Ferentz’s 17 years as Iowa's head coach. The 
message was basically that Beathard was the 
starter and that decision was final. Rudock 
transferred to Michigan and that was that for 
QB derby 2015. 

So, what will the offense look like with 
Beathard at the helm? He has a strong arm, 
something that has been evident since his 
first day of practice. In limited action, Beath- 
ard was involved in three of Iowa’s top 10 
longest plays last season. Beathard averaged 
12.40 yards per completion to 11.43 for 
Rudock. 

Beathard has an amazingly quick release 
and ball placement, which should give 
Iowa’s receivers a chance to make plays 
after the catch. Beathard also has shown 
speed and a knack for running the ball. All of 


SCHEDULE 


Date 
Sept. 5 


Sept. 12 
Sept. 19 
Sept. 26 


Oct. 3 

Oct. 10 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 7 

Nov. 14 
Nov. 21 
Nov. 27 


Opponent 14 Record 
ILLINOIS STATE 13-2 
at lowa State 2-10 
PITTSBURGH 6-7 
NORTH TEXAS 4-8 
at Wisconsin 11-3 
ILLINOIS 6-7 
at Northwestern 5-7 

MARYLAND 7-6. 
at Indiana 4-8 
MINNESOTA 8-5 
PURDUE 3-9 
at Nebraska 9-4 


RESULTS 


W 
WwW 
L 
Ww 
WwW 
Ww 
L 
W 
L 
W 
L 
L 


L 


31-23 


NORTHERN IOWA 

BALL STATE 17-13 
IOWA STATE 17-20 
at Pittsburgh 24-20 
at Purdue 24-10 
INDIANA 45-29 
at Maryland 31-38 
NORTHWESTERN 48-7 
at Minnesota 14-51 
at Illinois 30-14 
WISCONSIN 24-26 
NEBRASKA (0T) 34-37 

Taxslayer Bowl 
vs. Tennessee 28-45 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


an 09D 8 MD OH MO 100 
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LOCATION: 


lowa City, lowa 


2014: 


7-6 overall, 4-4 Big Ten (4th, West) 


COACH: 
Kirk Ferentz — At lowa: 115-85, 
16 years; overall: 127-106, 19 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


12; 4 offense, 6 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS 10 WATCH: 

QB C.J. Beathard, RB Jordan Canzeri, 
RB LeShun Daniels Jr., WR Tevaun 
Smith, DE Drew Ott, DT Jaleel Johnson, 
DE Nate Meier, S Jordan Lomax 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


Beathard has a lot of what you want in 
a quarterback. Smith could put up big 
numbers as a senior. The defensive 
line has potential to be strong inside 
and provide pass rush on the outside. 
Experience at safety and linebacker 
should help some of the problems 
lowa had defending the perimeter 

last season. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


The lack of playmakers on offense is 

a problem. The fact that TE Jake Duzey 
suffered a knee injury during spring 
practice is a big setback. During spring 
practice, the offensive line was poor in 
pass protection and didn’t establish 

a running game against the No. 1 
defense. The linebacker corps has a ton 
to prove. Punter is a potential hot spot. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Mark Weisman, OT Brandon Scherff, 
OT Andrew Donnal, WR Kevonte Martin- 
Manley, DT Carl Davis, DT Louis Trinca- 
Pasat 


OVERVIEW: 


You could probably argue that if lowa 
lived anywhere other than in the Big 
Ten West that this clearly would be a 
rebuilding season. New offensive tack- 
les, an unproven defense that needs to 
improve, a running game that doesn’t 
have bona fide firepower; this is an 
lowa team that is running uphill. After 
five unremarkable seasons, Ferentz is 
taking heat. Buyout or not, this might 
be the last stand. 


KEY NUMBER: 


5.6 Yards per carry last season by 
C.J. Beathard, who will bring a full- 
time QB run game to the offense in 
2015. 


this will be explored. 

The quarterback discussion grabbed all 
of the headlines in the offseason, but the 
real battles will take place on the offen- 
sive line, specifically at the tackle posi- 
tions. 

Iowa will be replacing Outland Trophy 
winner Brandon Scherff at left tackle. 
Sophomore Boone Myers is next up at 
left tackle. He’s a former walk-on who was 
awarded a scholarship coming out of camp 
last fall. lowa discovered him as an athletic 
tight end/defensive end at Webster City 
(lowa) High School. 

Right tackle Ike Boettger has bulked up 
nearly 80 pounds since arriving at Iowa. As 
a junior at Cedar Falls (Iowa) High School 
in 2011, he played quarterback. Iowa 
signed him as a tight end, but he made the 
switch to O-line during his redshirt fresh- 
man season. 

Iowa has a huge need for playmakers. 
Senior wide receiver Tevaun Smith is No. 1 
on the list. Tight end Jake Duzey might still 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 

QB = C.J. Beathard Jr. Big arm, quick release, great feet. Will he try todo too much? ~—‘Tyler Wiegers, Fr. 

RB Jordan Canzeri Sr. — Coming off ankle surgery, senior is looking for his breakout. LeShun Daniels Jr., Jr. 

FB Macon Plewa Sr. Bruising blocker with a decent set of hands. Adam Cox, Jr. 

WR Tevaun Smith* Sr. 70 receptions in three seasons. lowa's best shot at a playmaker. Jacob Hillyer, Sr. 

WR Matt VandeBerg Jt. Nota long resume, but has some burst, potential on quick slant. Riley McCarron, Jr. 

TE — Henry Krieger Coble © Sr. Decent hands, solid blocker. Coming off shoulder surgery. Jake Duzey, Sr.* 

LT _ Boone Myers So. Came to lowa as a walk-on, eared scholarship last fall. Cole Croston, Jr. 

LG —_Eric Simmons Sr. Undersized, but very physical player. Keegan Render, Fr. 

C Austin Blythe* Sr. Switched to 0G last year because of injury; back to center. Steve Ferentz, Jr. 

RG Jordan Walsh* Sr. Has been an uneven performer with some flashes of greatness. — Mitch Keppy, Jr. 

RT _ Ike Boettger So. Former prep QB has put on 80 pounds, retained athleticism. Dalton Ferguson, Fr. 

PK Marshall Koehn* Sr. — Fought inconsistency early last year, but rounded into solid PK. Mick Ellis, So. 
*Returning Starter in Bold 

POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 

DE Nate Meier* Sr. Undersized, but explosive, violent player. Needs to disrupt. Matt Nelson, Fr. 

DT —_Jaleel Johnson Jr. Great athleticism, strength. Big guy fits at 1-technique. Faith Ekakitie, Jr. 

DT —_Nathan Bazata So. Former prep wrestling champ, now a quick technician, Kyle Terlouw, Jr. 

DE —_ Drew Ott* Sr. _ Has grown game into former lowa star Aaron Kampman clone. Parker Hesse, Fr. 

LB Ben Niemann So. Has shown athleticism and speed; still needs some bulk. Cole Fisher, Sr. 

LB Josey Jewell So. Learned what it takes as a frosh starter last year. Travis Perry, Sr. 

LB Bo Bower* So. Struggled at OLB last year, but seems to fit better on the inside. Aaron Mends, Fr. 


CB Greg Mabin* Jr. Strong debut season, but had some struggles at the end. Maurice Fleming, Jr. 
CB Desmond King* Jr. Tough tackler, solid in coverage; what you want on the boundary. Sean Draper, Sr. 

SS Miles Taylor So. Has shown some strike, something lowa defense needs. Brandon Snyder, Fr. 
FS Jordan Lomax* Sr. Converted to safety last season and is ready for takeoff. Anthony Gair, Jr. 

P Dillon Kidd* Sr. Won the job out of camp, then lost it and won it again. Connor Kornbrath, Sr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


be up there, but he suffered a knee injury 
in spring practice and could be out until 
October. 

Running back has been a constant head- 
ache for Iowa since Shonn Greene won 
the Doak Walker Award in 2008. This year, 
senior Jordan Canzeri is No. la and ju- 
nior LeShun Daniels is No. 1b. Canzeri is 
a space player with burst. Daniels has cut 
his weight to 220 and has a chance to fill 
the big-back role that Iowa has searched for 
since, basically, 2008. 


DEFENSE 


The storyline for the defense begins 
with the TaxSlayer Bowl, when Tennessee 
scored on its first four possessions and left 
the Hawkeyes in the dust after a quarter. 
Every frailty — from lack of speed to lack of 
recognition, to lack of experience at line- 
backer — was exposed. 

Iowa has much to replace at defensive 
tackle in third-round NFL draft pick Carl 
Davis and undrafted free-agent signee 


Louis Trinca-Pasat. Unlike the scramble 
drill that’s going down at offensive tackle, 
Iowa seems good here. 

Junior Jaleel Johnson has shown the 
power to hold a point of attack on the in- 
side. Sophomore Nathan Bazata, is a former 
prep wrestler who should become a high- 
level defensive tackle. Junior Faith Ekakitie 
also will push for time. 

Defensive ends Drew Ott and Nate 
Meier are three- and two-year starters, 
respectively. The Big Ten is dotted with 
great ends in 2015, and Ott is among the 
top tier (10.5 career sacks, 18.5 tackles for 
loss). 

lowa’s perimeter was brutalized against 
Minnesota and Tennessee. A lot of that 
blame went to the linebackers and safeties. 
You'll see a lot of the same bodies at both 
positions. The hope, especially for the line- 
backer corps, is that these bodies are a year 
better. 

Sophomores Josey Jewell and Ben Nie- 
mann solidified spots on the inside and at 


102 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2015 


Austin Blythe, C, Senior 
NDS Rank: No. 10 C in 2016 class 


Kirk Ferentz still has magic along the offensive line. Blythe is the next guy in the pipeline, and 
what you like about him is his dependability and ability to split time between center and right 
guard. He’s short and squatty, and that helps him win the leverage battle, showing impressive 
leg drive and an aggressive streak to simply knock defenders backward. He shows a nice 
understanding of angles; you see him seal opponents off, creating easy lanes for his RBs.” 


Drew Ott, DE, Senior 
NDS Rank: No. 15 in 2016 class 


“You might be able to make the case he’s the Big Ten’s best defensive lineman outside of 
Ohio State’s Joey Bosa. He’s too often typecast as just a blue-collar tough guy, so | think 
he’s on the verge of even greater things. Ott wins with his initial burst and strong hands to 
disengage the blocker. He has a motor that never quits.” 


Desmond King, CB, Junior 
NDS Rank: No. 16 in 2017 class 


“King reminds me a bit of former lowa standout — and current Green Bay Packers defensive 
back — Micah Hyde. Like Hyde, there are some concerns about King’s straight-line speed, 
which could push him to safety in the NFL. King possesses the frame, physicality and aggres- 
sion to handle the switch. He’s already one of the nation’s best run-supporting corners.” 


outside linebacker. Seniors Travis Perry and 
Cole Fisher, and sophomore Bo Bower, 
are in the mix for the other inside spot. 
There’s some flexibility here and this race 
likely won’t be over when the season be- 
gins. 

Iowa's secondary should be among the 
team’s strength. Junior Desmond King is 
the quintessential boundary corner. Junior 
Greg Mabin had ups and downs in his first 
season as a Starter (three clutch pass break- 
ups against Pitt, a couple of dropped cov- 
erages against Nebraska and Tennessee), 
but he’s still a 6-2 corner who can run. 
That's a good thing. 

Safety play should see a boost this sea- 
son. Senior free safety Jordan Lomax will 
be in his second season as the starter. Dur- 
ing spring practice, he was a punishing 
tackler and had the defense in the right 
spots. 


2012 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
19.3 
123.0 
187.4 
310.4 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
22.9 
162.1 
219.5 
381.6 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


BANK 


+12 + 1.00 13 | 
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2013 RANKINGS 


PER GAME 
26.3 80 
179.9 50 
197.1 
377.0 84 


PER GAME 
18.9 9 
128.4 19 
174.7 9 
303.1 6 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
-0.1 


— Rob Rang, NFLDraftScout.com 


Sophomore Miles Taylor and fresh- 
man Brandon Snyder are competing at 
strong safety. Taylor showed the kind of 
physicality in the spring that this defense 
could use. 

lowa’s defense probably will skew toward 
extra defensive backs in personnel packag- 
es this season. Junior corner Maurice Flem- 
ing and junior free safety Anthony Gair are 
ready to play. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Iowa has three scholarship punters vy- 
ing for the job. Senior Dillon Kidd held it 
after the spring and appears to be in the 
driver’s seat, even though he fell out of the 
starter’s spot last season. Senior Connor 
Kornbrath, who started two seasons before 
being passed by Kidd last year, is hanging 
in. And, now, senior kicker Marshall Koehn 
is in the mix. 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


RANK PERGAME RANK 
28.2 68 
163.1 61 
237.0 55 
400.1 63 


T-93 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


RANK PERGAME RANK 
25.6 50 
168.3 64 
175.9 7 


344.2 22 


RANK TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
T-68 -6 - 0.46 102 


eee 


R 


aw pT 


Koehn made 12 of 16 field goal attempts 
last season, including a long of 52 yards. 
He finished second in the Big Ten with 43 
touchbacks. Iowa special teams coordina- 
tor Chris White said Koehn’s exceptionally 
strong leg gives him a chance to win the 
punting job, too. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Iowa has plenty of question marks, but it 
also has a favorable schedule, so you can’t 
count out the Hawkeyes in the Big Ten 
West. 

lowa faces an FCS school in its opener, 
but not just any FCS school. Illinois State 
played in the FCS title game last season 
and returns quarterback Tre Roberson, who 
piled up 281 yards at Kinnick Stadium as 
Indiana’s starter in 2011. 

State rival lowa State is up next. Iowa is 
7-9 against the Cyclones in Ferentz’s tenure 
... and this year’s game is in Ames. Pitt and 
new coach Pat Narduzzi come to Iowa City 
on Sept. 19. 

There is no Ohio State, Michigan State or 
Michigan on the schedule. lowa’s closing 
stretch includes Maryland, Indiana, Purdue 
and a Minnesota team that will have faced 
Michigan and at Ohio State in the lead-up 
to the Hawkeyes. 

— Marc Morehouse 
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HAWKEYES SPRING ROSTER 


NOTEBOOK 


Quarterbacks POS. HL Wt Yr. Hometown 97 Darian Cooper DL 6-2 282 Je. Elkridge, MD 
16 C.J. Beathard QB 6-2 209 Jr __ Franklin,TN 71. Garl Davis DL 65 315 Sr. Detroit, Mil 
enior Jake Duzey entered spring practice : ape x ee is Se —_ % —— a &3 = 2 eetn ne 
as one of the top pass-catching tight ends i ae tensioes aia Sg peer Fa 
in the Big Ten with 58 career receptions. 5 DamonBullock RB 6-0 205 Sr. Mansfield, TX 98 Mike Hardy OL 65 280 Sr, Appleton, WI 
On the Wednesday before the spring game in 33_JordanCanzeri_ «RB 5-9 192 Sr. Troy, NY 88. Jake Hulett OL 63 265 So Springville 
April, Duzey suffered a patellar tendon injury = pone bane oe ¥ = a * ot Brae nbnson_Dk & en c amar 
! 3 nati, O if. , 
that needed surgery. ; 26 Marcel Joly RB 5-11 105 Fr Hyattsville, MD 87 Wil Rathjen Shale eae 
Coach Kirk Ferentz said he’s hopeful Duzey can 32_Derrick Mitchell, Jr RB 6-1 212 So. StLouis,MO 61 Kyle Terlouw DL 6-4 288 Jr Sully 
return in late September or early October. 10 Jonathan Parker AB 5-8 185 So. StLouis,MO 90 Louis Trinca-Pasat DL 6-3 290 Sr. Chicago, IL 
¢ With Duzey sidelined, junior George Kittle 25 Roroa Waieg RAL 11052 8. Newark, WJ 90 SamBrincks DE «6-5 260 Ft Carroll 
saw his profile rise in the spring game. He caught => asdewWelikRE--E-10 210 Embog $5 Tenme tars_DE_ 63252 B_Eriond 
three passes for 50 yards and was used exclu- 38 Adam Cox Fe OS-11 234 Jr Chana,lL 34. Nate Meier DE 62 252 Sr. Tabor 
sively in the “move” tight end spot that Duzey 41_Austin Kelly FR 5-11 245 Fr.__ Hickory Hills, IL__ 95 MattNelson DE ~=~6-8 270 Fr, Cedar Rapids 
oop. a a Od 
“He's starting to show that he’s getting that Wide Receivers Pos. HL 
F ; Wide Receivers Pos HL Wi Yi Hometown rar sso aT Sicklerville, NJ 
idea because when he does concentrate, he’s a 84 Andre Harris WR 6-0 185 So. Kirkwood,MO 41 Bo Bower E> as Be West Branch 
pretty good football player,” Ferentz said. “When he 17__Jacob Hillyer WR 6-4 212 Sr. Somerset, 43 Chad Gilson 1B 61 235 Sr Urbandale 
doesn’t, he’s just another guy ... another guy who ¥ Connor Keana bes + = se = 45 Eric Grimm ‘B62 200 Fr. Damascs, MD 
can run well and catch balls. But if you're going to &3 Riley McCarron no $0) Wk Dubuque 40 ParkerHesse LB 6-3 0 re ae 
be out there, you've got to do it over the course of 2 Damond Powell WR S411 180” Sr Toledo, OH é roe eee 3 a ee eee 
a full game. | think he’s made strides.” 3_ Jay Scheel WR 6-1_195_ Fr Mount Aubum 45 Steve Manders 1B 6-1 235 So. Crofton, MD 
The competition is fierce at strong safety. ee a 44 BenNiemann 1B 6-3 225 So, Sycamore, tL 
True sophomore Miles Taylor earned the first- : ~ - 20 JameerOutsey LB 6-3 235 Fr. Somerset, NJ 
team nod in spring, but he split reps with red- a — 
shirt freshman Brandon Snyder. Both delivered oh a OS 
hard hits in run and pass situations in the spring 43 Josey Jewell OLB 6-2 230 So Decorah 
game. bs Seoepe Kathe sue tt = * iene 47 John Kenny _—<OLB 6-2 234 So. Carmel, IN 
j j Henn toe tere ma 
On a pass over the middle to wide receiver 86 Peter Pekar TE 6-4 245 So. Greendale, WI 
; ————————— — 7 Sean Draper DB 6-0 190 Sr. Cleveland, OH 
Matt VandeBerg, a dump in the flat to RB Jordan 1 _jonWisnleskl TE 65 267 Fe West Den Moines a Tein aC oe ~ atol Ma 
Canzeri and a C.J. Hillard run, Snyder powered Offensive Linemen Pos, HL Wt Yr. Hometown ——— Flemin DB 6-0 205 Jr Chicago, IL 
; bas 63 Austin Blythe OL 6-3 290 Sr, Walleeacharg > © e_ Maertce Fema “DG. 3 60S) 5 ca 
through each ball carrier. Taylor had similar tackles 75. Ike Boettger EN SN TB. Cedar Falls. 12_Anthony Gair DB 6-2 210 Jr Plano, TX 
throughout the day. They combined for a takedown 60 Jalen Chambers OL 6-5 290 So. Bellewe  30_JakeGervase _ DB 6-2 200 Fr. Davenport 
of tight end George Kittle over the middle where 64 ColeCroston OL 6-5 25 Jr Sergeant Bluff s SS EaeaT a = ~ e 2 ae 
Taylor popped Kittle and Snyder finished him up. 78 Andrew Donnal _OL_ 6-7 305 Sr. Monclova,OH = 5 TR eR 
; : 54 SteveFerentz OL 6-2 278 Jr lowa City 27 _JordanLomax _DB__5-10 205 _Sr._Upper Marlboro, MD 
Junior Anthony Gair (6-2, 210), who started one 76 Dalton Ferguson OL 6-4 307 —— “Solon” 37_John Lowdermilk 0B 6-2 210 Sr Carrollton, OH 
game at free safety last year, also worked at strong 57 Tommy Gaul OL 63 280 Sr. “Des Moines 13. Greg Mabin DB 6-2 200 Jr _ Fort Lauderdale, FL_ 
safety. 74 Mitch Keppy OL 6-5 300 Jr —~Port Byronit_ ©«=«« ‘Malik Rucker OB 6-0 180 So. Mneapets, We 
“tt's still kind of wide open in my mind,” Ferentz = Lees aed . 2 ss = = han z Sra i “ = * fe sm Ras = 
said of the competition at that spot. a a ae er “ Fo 5 Omar Trultt DB 5-11 185 Fr. Fort Washington, MO 
“Miles has gotten the most work with the first 59 RossReynolds OL 64 300 Fr Waukee 26. Kevin Ward DB 6-1 205 So, Homer Glen, IL 
group, then we've let both Snyder and Gair both 68 Brandon Scherf OL 6-5 320 Sr. Denison 32 Solomon Warfield DB 6-0 180 So. Lorain, OH 
flip-flop. What we're going to try to do is figure out 77_Reld Sealby OL 6-4 290 Jr. Byron, IL ; eeaeraaie og ges aaa 
one through four and just have our bases covered 2 Ene Sion = * = - amt eee et aes Math 
so that whoever the third guy is, hopefully he can 73 Ryan Ward OL 65 290 dr Homer Glen, iL 91 MiguelRecinos K 6-41 173 Fr Mason City. 
back up both (safety) spots.” 79 Sean Welsh OL 6-3 288 So. Springboro,OH 16 DillonKidd = P_—s&-2_—-215 Sr. __Deerfield Beach, FL 
Defensive Linemen Pos. Hi Wt Yr. Hometown $8 ConnorKormbrath P 6-6 242 Sr. _ Bridgeport, WV 
99 Nathan Bazata DL 6-2 284 So. Howells, NE 97. ‘Tyler Kluver ts 6-0 220 So. Marshalltown 
“lowa is a little further along defensively than PT] NAME GPs Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avo/G 
| thought it would be at this time. They made a lot of : PASSING J.Rudock 12 1335 213 345 5 61.7 2436 16 72 2030 
progress on defense in spring practice. Obviously, for C.J.Beathard 9 1290 52 92 2 565 645 5 62 717 
them, that’s a-good place to start = sh Pies ae a peed yin rie = ae Sot Ras a 
“Offensively, the big story is that C.J. Beathard is ew | RECEIVING K. Martin-Manley 13 52 517 99 #2 43 398 
the starting quarterback. He had an average to good T. Smith 13 43 596 139 3 37 458 
practice the day | was there. But when you have a = J. Duzey 13 36 =. 3392.:—«10.9 3 53 30.2 
definite starter, the coaches have a chance to develop — FOLLETT OSE mT EET) Emon gneete ’ i TT) Tit * - PPTTTTT Te Th et kee ie sais ’ 
the offense around you. | think they're better at tail- NAME P ATL = Gain Loss Net Avg = TDs Long Avg 
back than they were a year ago. | thought LeShun | RUSHING pices iW i pe 7 ps : i z np 
Daniels and Jordan Canzeri looked really good. The = A. Wadley 8 33 «192 «6 (186856 1 26 232 
offensive line is young, but it’s talented. Scammnnlll iarcrs}ietineesrsyotesatineerwvivive=sadsdh dipvniaatl tareetibcere ster sdicmed tne eek esciinetscegsteiaasesveseyvemmmccedetieyneseelive ett umanet 
“Overall, lowa is better on defense than a year ago, [ ome DEF. LEADERS Tackles: J. Lowdermilk 103, Q. Alston 94, J. Lomax 92 
but they still lack that explosion on the perimeter | — : Tackles for loss: D. Ott 12, L. Trinca-Pasat 11.5, C. Davis 9 


offensively.” Sacks: D. Ott 8, L. Trinca-Pasat 6.5, Q. Alston 3.5 
— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network Interceptions: J. Lowdermilk 3, D. King 3, B. Bower 2 
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—_<— J SPORTS 


James Daniels 
The early enrollee has been as advertised for lowa, and while 
cracking the Hawkeyes offensive line would be tough for most 


a great chance. Daniels is the No. 6-ranked center prospect in 
the country according to the 247Sports Composite and the 
jewel of this 21-player lowa recruiting class. 


Adrian Falconer 

One of several receivers who could make an impact on day 
one, the 6-1, 189-pound Leesburg (Fla.) High standout was 
a four-year varsity letter winner on the prep level, catching 
53 passes for 951 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior. 


Eric Graham 

Could be the biggest Signing Day steal of the Big Ten confer- 
ence. The Autauga Academy (Prattville (Ala.)) running back 
committed to lowa in the final hour. Graham will have every 
opportunity to play as a true freshman and the Hawkeyes 
coaching staff was no doubt excited about the 2,400 rushing 
yards and 33 touchdowns as a senior. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Ryan Boyle 62 205 ooo West Des Moines Dowling Catholic 
Ranked No. 25 Dual-Threat Quarterback and the No. 5 ranked player in lowa according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named to Des Maines Register Elite All-State team as a senior...First- 
team all-state and all-district honors as a junior and senior...4A Offensive Player of the Year as a 
junior and senior...Selected to compete in lowa Shrine Bowl... Invited to NUC Senior All-American 
Bowl following senior year. 


Drew Cook AM 665 25 OOo lowa City Regina 
Ranked No. 109 Athlete and the No. 7 ranked player in lowa according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Named Class 1A first-team all-state as a junior and senior by the Des Moines 
Register and \owa Newspaper Association...MVP of Class 1A state championship game as a 
junior and senior...named Class 1A Player of the Year by Cedar Rapids Gazette. .. Offensive Player 
of the Year by lowa City Press-Citizen as a senior. 


James Daniels 0C 64 34 G@O6OSC _ Waren, 0H Warren G Harding 
Ranked No. 336 nationally, ranked No. 6 Center and the No. 16 ranked player in Ohio according 
to the 247Sports Composite. ..All-state honorable mention honors as a junior and senior. ..Earned 
Five Blocks of Granite Award as a senior. ..First-team All-Northeast Ohio as a junior and senior... 
First-team all-conference and all-county. 


Adrian Falconer WR 61 18 OOO FL Leesburg 
Ranked No. 199 Wide Receiver and the No, 244 ranked player in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named to Central Florida All-Star team as a senior...Earned team Most 
Valuable Player Award as a senior...Named Outstanding Offensive Player as a junior. 


OB &1 206 OOO Carrollton, 1X Hebron 
Ranked No. 68 Outside Linebacker and the No. 132 ranked player in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite...First-team all-district linebacker as a junior...Earned Dallas Morning 
News Player of the Week honors during junior season...Recognized as Top 10 Performer at Dallas 
Nike Football Training Camp. 


RB 5-10 20 OOO Prattville, AL 


Graham I Autauga Academy 
Ranked No. 155 Running Back and the No. 58 ranked player in Alabama according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Earned all-state recognition for three consecutive seasons. ..Named all- 
metro as a sophomore and junior. 


dack Hockaday S$ 6125 ooo Maroa, IL Maroa-Forsyth 
Ranked No. 99 Outside Linebacker and the No. 30 ranked player in Illinois according to the 
247Sports Composite...£arned first-team all-state honors as a junior and senior...First-team 
all-conference linebacker as a senior...County Player of the Year...First-team all-conference at 
quarterback and defensive back as a sophomore and junior. 


Garret WOE 61 20 OGG Pella Pella 
Ranked No. 93 Weakside Defensive End and the No. 11 ranked player in lowa according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named to Des Moines Register Elite All-State team as a senior...Named 
first-team all-state as a junior by Des Moines Registerand \owa Newspaper Association. ..Earned 
second-team all-state honors from Des Moines Register as a sophomore... First-team all-district 
selection for three straight seasons. 


dustin Jinning OB 62 20 O00 The Colony, TX The Colony 
Ranked No. 103 Outside Linebacker and the No. 182 ranked player in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite...Member of Texas Top 100 as a junior and senior...Named unanimous 
first-team all-district as a junior and senior... District Defensive Player of the Year as a senior. 


Anthony WHE 67 215 OOS6 Waukee Waukee Senior 
Ranked No. 62 Weakside Defensive End and the No. 6 ranked player in lowa according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named to Des Moines Re carey ister Elite all-state team as a senior...First- 
team all-state by lowa Newspaper Association...Class 4A Western lowa Defensive Player of the 
Year as a senior ...Named to Elite Western lowa team... .First-team all-district as a senior. 
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— tne freshmen, the Warren (Ohio) Harding four-star certainly has 


Nate Vejvoda 

Under recruited, perhaps because the spotlight was on a high 
\ school teammate that signed elsewhere, Vejvoda quietly went 
+ about his business in the New Lenox (Ill.) Providence Catholic 

offense, catching 44 passes for 638 yards and eight touch- 

downs as a senior. The 6-5, 215-pound Vejvoda could 

no question be the next great lowa tight end. 


SLEEPER 


Tight end remains a huge need for Kirk Ferentz and his staff, such an important posi- 
tion within the Hawkeyes offense. Look for lowa to try and ink three tight ends this 
recruiting cycle while also looking to take three to four defensive linemen and three 
to four defensive backs. 


— By Steve Wiltfong 


2azsron7t= COMPOSITE 
0 i WH 1 


Jacob Newborg 06 64 270 OOo Inwood West 
Ranked No. 45 Offensive Guard and the No. 3 ranked player in lowa according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Named to Des Moines Register Elite All-State team on offense as a senior...Named 
Class 1-A first-team all-state on defense as a junior and senior...Earned third-team all-state 
honors as a sophomore. ..Named District Defensive Most Valuable Player as a senior... First-team 
all-district for three-straight years. 


Emmanuel WR 60 170 O60 ™ Hom 
Ranked No. 190 Wide Receiver and the No. 198 ranked player in Texas according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Named to Top 100 by Dallas Morning News... Named all-district as a senior. 


Michael Ojemutia OB 62 19 OOO Farmington, Mi Harrison 
Ranked No. 127 Outside Linebacker and the No. 39 ranked player in Michigan according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named to All-County Dream Team as a senior. ..Selected to participate in 
Border Classic (Michigan vs. Ohio). 


Landan Paulsen 0G 65 25 OOO Moville Central 
Ranked No. 30 Offensive Guard and the No. 1 ranked player in lowa according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Named to Des Moines Register Elite All-State team as an offensive lineman as a 
senior...named Class A first-team all-state as a senior by Des Moines Register and lowa 
Newspaper Association...All-Northwest lowa and all-district first team as a senior, along with 
being named district offensive MVP. 


Levi Paulsen Oo 65 25 ooo Moville Woodbury Central 
Ranked No. 50 Offensive Tackle and the No. 2 ranked player in lowa according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Named to Des Moines Register Elite All-State team as a defensive lineman as a 
senior...Named Class A first-team all-state as a senior by Des Moines Register and lowa 
Newspaper Association. ..All-Northwest lowa and all-district first team as a senior, along with 
being named district defensive MVP. 


Brady Reiff WOE 63 2155 OOO Parkston, SD Parkston 
Ranked No. 48 Weakside Defensive End and the No. 2 ranked player in South Dakota according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Earned first-team all-state honors as a junior and senior...Named 
to Elite 45 squad as a junior and senior. 


Michael Slater Jr ATH «6&2 200 GOOG Chesterfield, MO Parkway Central 
Ranked No, 102 Athlete and the No. 16 ranked player in Missouri according to the 247Sports 
Composite. ..Earned first-team all-conference honors at running back as a senior and was sec- 
ond-team all-district... Third-team all-state linebacker as a junior...First-team all-conference. .. 
All-district linebacker as a junior. 


Jerminic WR &1 15 OOO Garland, TX 

Ranked No. 166 Wide Receiver and the No. 164 ranked player in Texas according to the 247Sports 

el lel second team all-state honors as a junior...Chose lowa over Texas Tech and 
exas. 


Nate Vejvoda TE 65 25 ooo New Lenox, IL Providence Catholic 
Ranked No. 67 Tight End and the No. 44 ranked player in Illinois according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Named first-team all-conference in the Chicago Catholic League as a senior... 
Named second-team all-area as wide receiver...Named all-area honorable mention as tight end. 


Brett Waechter OT 65 25 ooo Hartley Hartley-melvin-sanbom 
Ranked No. 149 Tight End and the No. 9 ranked player in lowa according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Named Class 1-A first-team all-state as a senior by Des Moines Register and sec- 
ond-team all-state by lowa Newspaper Association... First-team all-district and All-Northwest 
lowa as a senior...Second-team all-state as a sophomore by lowa Newspaper Association... 
District MVP and first-team all-district and All-Northwest lowa as a sophomore. 


62 25 oo West Des Moines Dowling Catholic 
Ranked No. 206 Outside Linebacker and the No. 15 ranked player in lowa according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named to Des Moines Register Elite all-state team as a senior. ..Earned 
Class 4A Sports Spotlight Award as a senior...First-team all-conference and all-district as 
a senior...First-team all-conference and second-team all-district as a junior. 
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PLAYER PROFILE 


é .J. Beathard’s drawl gives him away. 
It’s deep Tennessee. You can’t 
mistake it for a “twang,” either. 
Beathard’s voice just kind of slowly jogs out 
of the tunnel. 

“It does come out a little more at home; 
I notice it, too,” said Beathard, lowa’s ju- 
nior quarterback. “When I’m up here, I feel 
like everyone has a northern accent. When 
I go back down there, I’m like, ‘Man, there 
are really a lot of southern accents down 
heres.” 

Beathard is Nashville, Tenn., all the way. 

His dad, Casey, is a country songwriter 
who has worked with Kenny Chesney, 
Tim McGraw and Eric Church, among 
others. That’s probably as Nashville as it 
gets. 

“My dad with some of those big-name 
artists, when they were getting big and 
coming up, like Eric Church, he used to 
come to my house and write with my dad,” 
Beathard said. “This was before he was get- 
ting big. Even now, he still comes over and 
writes. My dad has a barn that’s more like 
his office where they write. 

“Tt’s just weird to say that there’s a coun- 
try music singer at your house.” 

Beathard’s grandfather, Bobby Beath- 
ard, won two Super Bowls as the general 
manager of the Washington Redskins. He 
worked with teams that appeared in seven 
Super Bowls. 

From the way C.J. Beathard tells it, his 
grandfather is cool in his approach. A suc- 
cessful NFL general manager knows not to 
clog his quarterback’s head. 

“He pretty much told me to go out 
there and give it my all, don’t think 
about things too much,” Beathard said. 
“If something bad goes wrong, you’ve 
just got to shake it off and go on to the 
next play. You can’t let this things wear 
you out and get you down. You’ve got 
to move on. Quarterbacks have to have 
a short memory.” 

As for how Beathard ended up as the 
starter for 2015, he puts it best. 

“T guess the coaches saw after that (Pur- 
due) game the best upside for this team 
from here on was with me at the helm,” 
Beathard said. 


“AN 


QB 


that, too.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-foothall/big-ten/iowa 


: OB CJ. BEATHARD 

The junior saw time as 

? a freshman and sopho- 

: more, but wasn’t given 

: the keys to the car until 

? this January. ... In limited 
? time, Beathard has shown 

his strong arm and quick release. ... Offensive 
: coordinator Greg Davis on a third-down pass 
? Beathard made at Pittsburgh last season: “It 
was a talent play. | mean, he has really good 
? arm talent.” ... lowa wants to use Beathard’s 
athleticism in the running game, too. 


: DT JALEEL JOHNSON 
? In limited time as a soph- 7 
omore, the 6-4, { 
? 310-pounder picked up 
? asack and 2.5 tackles 
for loss along with 11 

? tackles. ... Was behind NFL 

? draft pick Carl Davis the last two seasons, but 
did see time as a rotational player. ... Showed 
: in spring drills that he’s ready to anchor a 

: younger line, consistently stuffing the offense 
in short-yardage situations during scrimmages. 


WR JERMINIC SMITH 


: ers who can make 

? plays, and Smith's 

recruiting videos and 
Later, Beathard was asked if he felt he : Offer list (TCU, Texas Tech 
moved ahead of Jake Rudock during bowl : 
practices: “I felt like I showed the best : 
I can do. Obviously, we both made mis- : Wallace: “Jerminic is more of a true wide 
takes here and there. In my mind, I felt : 
like I was the better athlete and I could : 
do more things. I think the coaches see : 


: Smith, from Garland, Texas, was rated 
? a three-star recruit by 247Sports. 


BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


lowa needs wide receiv- 


and Minnesota) show 
promise. ... lowa recruiting coordinator Seth 


receiver. We had to fight like hell for him. ... 
Great route runner; he’s got good size.” ... 


= Photos courtesy of lowa Athletics. 
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FALCONS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Bowling Green, Ohio 

COACE: Dino Babers — At Bowling Green: 8-6, 1 year; 
overall: 27-13, 3 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Mike Lynch, Sean Lewis 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian Ward 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE 2013 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2011 

RETURNING STARTERS; 13; 9 offense, 2 defense, kicker, 
punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH; QB Matt Johnson, QB James Knapke, 
RB Travis Greene, WR Roger Lewis, OL Alex Huettel, 
DT Zach Colvin, LB Trenton Greene, CB Clint Stephens 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS Nearly every starter is back on 
offense, plus Johnson is healthy after missing all but one 
game last season. The execution and the crispness of the 
“Falcon Fast” offense was vastly improved in the spring, and 
there’s the potential of some additional talent with some BCS 
transfers expected to contribute. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS; The Falcons have some glaring 
holes on defense, particularly at linebacker. A batch of new 
assistants, most notably a new defensive and offensive 
coordinator, is cause for concern. CB Nick Johnson, who had 
five interceptions as a freshman last season, was suspended 
indefinitely in April because of legal issues. 


In Dino Babers’ first year, Bowling Green lost start- 
ing quarterback Matt Johnson after the first game of 
the season. The “Falcon Fast” offense immediately hit 
a snag, both in timing and execution. 

With Johnson fully recovered from his hip injury, 
plus the return of nine starters, the Falcons’ offense is 
set to turn it up a notch. Johnson, who passed for 3,467 
yards and 25 touchdowns in leading the Falcons to the 
MAC championship in 2013, gained a better grasp of 
the offense while on the sidelines last season. 

Sophomore quarterback James Knapke is one of the 
most experienced backups in the conference. He guided 
the Falcons to eight wins, including a bowl victory. Tra- 
vis Greene and Fred Coppet headline a talented batch of 
running backs, while the top four receivers return. 

Roger Lewis caught 73 passes for 1,093 yards, and 
Ryan Burbrink added 64 receptions for 758 yards. The 
return of Chris Gallon, who sat out nearly two seasons, 
and the addition of Baylor transfer Robbie Rhodes bol- 
ster the depth at receiver. 

The offensive line, with four starters back, should be 
one of the best in the conference. 


JER Ea! > F, 

Brian Ward is the second defensive coordinator in 
as many years. Change is definitely the theme after 
the Falcons allowed 33.5 points and 493.6 yards per 
game in 2014. 

The Falcons’ Cover-2 scheme was openly endorsed 
by most of the players, with an emphasis by the coach- 
ing staff for big corners and safeties. 

Defensive tackle Zach Colvin returns from an injury 
that sidelined him for the season following the opener. 
The Falcons have a handful of playmakers at defensive 
end. Senior Bryan Thomas had eight sacks last season, 
while Tennessee transfer Malik Brown is also slated to 
help out at end after playing sparingly last season. 

Bowling Green will miss linebacker Gabe Martin, 
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BOWLING GREEN | FALCON 
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“Their offense has the potential to be 
unstoppable, especially if Johnson can 
apply what he learned sitting out and is 
healthy.” 

— Rival MAC assistant coach 


strong safety Brian Sutton and cornerback Jude Adjei- 
Barimah. Inexperience is a problem at linebacker and 
in the secondary, where freshmen and sophomores 
could vie for starting time. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Babers said Tyler Tate (23 of 29 field goal attempts, 
long of 52 last season) has the potential to be an NFL 
kicker. He calls punter Joe Davidson, who averaged 
42.6 yards per attempt last season, an elite athlete. 

Competition to be the punt and kick returners 
should aid both spots. Burbrink averaged 9.8 yards 
per punt return. Ronnie Moore is projected to handle 
the kick returns. 


OVERVIEW 
A healthy Johnson piloting the offense will make 
the Falcons tough to outscore and might offset the 
questions on defense. Babers is attracting recruits, 
and the program has the talent to win the East Divi- 
sion for the third season in a row. The non-conference 
schedule is a bear with games at Tennessee, Maryland 
and Purdue, but that could just help Bowling Green 
prepare to win its second MAC title in three seasons. 
— Bob Narang 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Robbie Rhodes: A transfer from Baylor, 
Rhodes is part of a crowded and talented group of 
receivers. He caught 10 passes for 157 yards as a true 
freshman with the Bears. 


QB il | Matt Johnson 6-0 221 Sr. 
RB 8 | Travis Greene* 5-10 183 Sr. 
WR 17 | Ryan Burbrink* 5-8 183 Sr. 
WR 4 | Gehrig Dieter’ 6-3 204 Jr. 
WR 1 | Roger Lewis® 6-0 196 So, 
WR 5 | Ronnie Moore* 5-9 168 Jr. 
LT 67 | Jacob Bennett® 6-5 332 Jr. 
LG 68 | Ryan Hunter 6-4 324 So. 
C 71 | Tim McAuliffe* 6-0 274 So. 
RG 55 = Alex Huettel* 6-4 308 Sr. 
RT 53 | Logan Dietz ° 6-6 298 Jr. 
DEFENSE 
DE 43 Bryan Thomas* 6-3 248 Sr. 
DT 92 | Zach Colvin 6-3 287 Sr. 
NT 54 | Mike Minns 5-10 313 Jr. 
DE 61 | Terrance Bush 6-2 238 Jr. 
LB 16 | Austin Valdez 6-0 226 Fr. 
LB 27 | Nate Locke 6-0 227 Fr. 
LB 20 | Trenton Greene 5-9 195 Sr. 
CB 1 | Darrell Hunter II* 5-8 178 Sr. 
CB 2 | Clint Stephens 5-10 180 So, 
§ 36 | Jack Walz Ill 5-10 190 Fr. 
S 18 | Dernard Turner 6-0 189 Sr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 988 | Tyler Tate*® 6-0 185 Sr. 
P 498 Joseph Davidson® 6-7 220 So. 
“Returning starters in Bold 
2015 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 5 vs, Tennessee (Nashville) 
Sept. 12 at Maryland 
Sept. 19 MEMPHIS 
Sept. 26 at Purdue 
Oct. 3 at Buffalo 
Oct. 10 MASSACHUSETTS 
Oct. 17 AKRON 
Oct. 24 at Kent State 
Nov. 4 OHIO 
Nov. 11 at Western Michigan 
Nov. 17 TOLEDO 
Nov. 24 at Ball State 
2014 RESULTS 
L WESTERN KENTUCKY 31-59 
Ww VMI 48-7 
Ww INDIANA 45-42 
L at Wisconsin 17-68 
Ww at Massachusetts 47-42 
Ww BUFFALO 36-35 
Ww at Ohio 31-13 
L WESTERN MICHIGAN 14-26 
Ww at Akron 27-10 
Ww KENT STATE 30-20 
L at Toledo 20-27 
L BALL STATE 24-41 
MAC Championship Game 
L vs. Northern Illinois 17-51 
Camellia Bowl 
Ww vs. South Alabama 33-28 
2014 RANEINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 30.0 56 
Rushing 173.0 54 
Passing 259.9 40 
Total 432.9 41 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 33.5 106 
Rushing 202.1 99 
Passing 291.4 122 
Total 493.6 115 
TO MARGIN PER GAME RANK 
+10 +0.71 17 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Locksley 


MARYLAND 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Keith Dudzinski 


TO TAKE NEXT STEP, TERPS BULK UP ON LINES 


urns out bigger is better. 
| By all accounts, Maryland's first for- 
ay into the Big Ten went better than 
most pundits predicted. The Terrapins posted 
a second straight seven-win season and bowl 
appearance, and they went .500 in a confer- 
ence where many thought they would be un- 
able to compete. 

There were also upticks in attendance, 
exposure and interest in a program that 
awakens every few years from hibernation. 
Whether the Terrapins stay up or fall back 
asleep could center around a subtle shift 
in philosophy by fifth-year coach Randy 
Edsall. 

Among the many lessons learned from 
that inaugural Big Ten campaign: Mary- 
land needs to get bigger. Edsall is plugging 
in some redshirt wide-bodies on the offen- 
sive line, and the defense is switching to a 
4-3 set to get more beef over the ball. Eight 
of the 18 recruits in the 2015 signing class 
were linemen. 

“There were things we had to tweak to 
have us better deal with who we’re playing,” 
Edsall said. “You'll see some bigger, thicker 
(Terrapins) than you have seen before.” 

But that remodeled offensive line took a 
hit in the spring when redshirt freshman star 
left tackle Derwin Gray went down with a 
shoulder injury, one of several setbacks that 
slowed progress. On the other side of the ball, 
defensive coordinator Brian Stewart and his 
3-4 scheme are gone, and so are seven senior 
starters. 

Likewise, special teams guru Andre Powell 
packed up and left, and the kicking units, 
other than considerably capable kicker Brad 
Craddock, are a question mark. 

Maryland held its own against much of 
the league, but the upper crust — Ohio State, 
Wisconsin, Michigan State and then Stanford 
out of conference — pounded the Terrapins 
in lopsided affairs. Wins at Happy Valley and 
in The Big House made 2014 a joy ride, but 
the rest of the league looks improved this 
year. 

Are the Terrapins? 

Edsall’s withering attention to fundamen- 
tals and “technique” can only take Maryland 
so far. While the coach voiced pleasure in 


that process in the spring, new playmakers 
must emerge. Edsall bragged that most every- 
thing Maryland planned — the team’s “bread 
and butter”— had been installed in the first 
five spring practices, allowing focus on his 
beloved technique. 

The Terps are hoping bigger makes the 
bread and butter better. 


OFFENSE 


Quarterback Caleb Rowe, Maryland’s 
international man of mystery after sitting 
out in the spring, is next in line to try to 
put some oomph in the Terrapins’ passing 
attack. 

The rub with Rowe, though, is that in three 
years in College Park, he has yet to complete 
a full season because of knee injuries. When 
he has time to set up in the pocket, Rowe has 
proven to be a prolific passer who can make 
all the throws. If that revamped offensive line 
can keep him upright, he’ll find an experi- 
enced group of receivers. 

Last year’s random sampling from Rowe 
saw him complete 63 percent of his 54 
passes for 489 yards, five touchdowns and 
four interceptions. His strengths may take 
Maryland away from the read-option attack 
— at least the part where the quarterback 
leads the team in rushing. Rowe is much 
better served in the pocket, making throws 
downfield. 

Seniors Marcus Leak, the returning re- 
ceiving leader with 20 catches for a 14.9- 
yard average, and Levern Jacobs, the 2013 
leader with 47 receptions for 640 yards, 
headline that corps. Juwann Winfree and 
Tavion Jacobs are also capable. DeAndre 
Lane had some moments in the spring, 
and converted quarterback Will Ulmer adds 
speed in the slot. Maryland will often go 
four and five wide, so all six receivers will 
figure in the plans. 

The running game features returnees 
Brandon Ross and Wes Brown, but Jacquille 
Veii and Albert Reid announced in the 
spring that they were transferring. Maryland 
still doesn’t have that one go-to back to 
carry the load. 

Coaches like Ross because he doesn’t 
make many mistakes. Brown is from 


For more coverage of the Terrapins, visit maryland.247Sports.com 
STADIUM: Capital One Field at Byrd Stadium: 54,000 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 14 Record 
Sept. 5 RICHMOND 9-5 

Sept. 12 BOWLING GREEN 8-6 
Sept. 19 SOUTH FLORIDA 4-8 
Sept. 26 at West Virginia 7-6 
Oct. 3 MICHIGAN 5-7 

Oct. 10 at Ohio State 14-1 

Oct. 24 vs. Penn State (Baltimore, MD) 7-6 
Oct. 31 at lowa 7-6 
Nov. 7 WISCONSIN 11-3 
Nov. 14 at Michigan State 11-2 
Nov. 21 INDIANA 4-8 
Nov. 28 at Rutgers 8-5 


RESULTS 


W JAMES MADISON 52-7 
W at South Florida 24-17 
L WEST VIRGINIA 37-40 
W at Syracuse 34-20 
W at Indiana 37-15 
L OHIO STATE 24-52 
W 1OWA 38-31 
L at Wisconsin 7-52 
W at Penn State 20-19 
L MICHIGAN STATE 15-37 
W at Michigan 23-16 
L RUTGERS 38-41 
Foster Farms Bowl 
L vs. Stanford 21-45 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


* o 0 
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College Park, Md. 


7-6 overall, 4-4 Big Ten (3rd, East) 


Randy Edsall — At Maryland: 20-30, 
4 years; overall: 94-100, 16 years 


2001, ACC 


2012 


11; 6 offense, 4 defense, kicker 


QB Caleb Rowe, WR Levern Jacobs, 
LT Derwin Gray, DE Yannick Ngakoue, 
LB Abner Logan, CB Will Likely, 

CB Sean Davis, K Brad Craddock 


There’s experience and depth at the skill 
positions; the offensive line should be 
bigger and better, particularly if Gray is 
healthy. The new 4-3 defense is better fit 
for personnel. The cornerbacks are top- 
notch, allowing for more man-to-man 
coverage. Craddock is one of the best 
kickers in the country. 


Rowe has played in just 13 games in 
three years and has never finished a sea- 
son because of injuries. Someone — 
anyone? — has to replace the explosive- 
ness of WR Stefon Diggs. Only one starter 
returns in the defensive front seven, and 
everyone is still trying to master the 4-3 
after a scheme switch. 


QB C.J. Brown, WR Stefon Diggs, 

WR Deon Long, C Sal Conaboy, DE Andre 
Monroe, NT Darius Kilgo, DE Keith 
Bowers, LB Cole Farrand, LB L.A. Goree, 
LB Matt Robinson, CB Jeremiah Johnson 


The Terrapins overachieved in their first 
go-round in the Big Ten. The conference 
looks tougher this year, and Maryland is 
minus more than a dozen starters, includ- 
ing do-it-all quarterback C.J. Brown, so 
just holding its position in the East won't 
be easy. But if Rowe is the proven passer 
he has shown in his limited sampling, the 
Terps are capable of doing just that. 


Points scored by Maryland last season, 
a level it had reached just once since 2003. 


vaRiLN 


? x 


DEt 


central casting as a big, strong workhorse, 
but it just hasn’t worked out yet. Coaches 
would have loved to get Veii in space with 
screens, reverses and quick-hitters to use 
his speed, but they’ll have to search for 
other options. 

The hope is left tackle Derwin Gray and 
fellow freshman bookend Damian Prince 
help move more bodies up front, and 
Maryland’s running attack is good enough 
to set up Rowe in play-action. 

The emphasis along the offensive line 
has gone away from quick-footed, agile 
linemen to behemoths that can better bat- 
tle Big Ten bullies. 

In addition to Prince and Gray, who 
went down in the spring with a shoul- 
der injury, redshirt freshman Brendan 
Moore could earn a job. Starters Andrew 
Zeller and Ryan Doyle are back, although 
Doyle has moved to guard to make way 
for Prince. Stephen Grommer, Mike Dunn 
and Evan Mulrooney return with experi- 
ence, giving this unit something it hasn’t 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


QB 
RB 


Caleb Rowe 
Brandon Ross* 


WR Marcus Leak* 


Juwann Winfree 
Levern Jacobs 
Andrew Isaacs 
Derwin Gray 
Ryan Doyle* 
Stephen Grommer 
Andrew Zeller* 
Damian Prince 
Brad Craddock* 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Yannick Ngakoue* 
David Shaw 
Quinton Jefferson 
Roman Braglio 
Abner Logan 
Jermaine Carter Jr. 
Jalen Brooks 

Will Likely* 

Sean Davis* 
Anthony Nixon* 
A.J. Hendy 

Lee Shrader 


J. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 


Sr. 
Jr. 


Best pure passer of Edsall read-option era. 
Ended the regular season with a 100-yard effort. 
Has been up and down, week to week so far. 
Has all tools to be the next big thing. 

Leading WR in 2013 before suspension last fall. 
Good blocker, back from knee injury. 

OL savior if he can stay healthy. 

Started at RT last year; better fit at quard. 
Battling with Moore for a starting job. 
All-Academic Big Ten; has made 19 career starts. 
Promising bookend with Gray. 

A huge weapon, hit 18 of 19 FGs last year. 


Had 13.5 TFLs last year and remains unblockable. 


Worked into rotation as a true freshman. 

Moving from end, has quickness to excel here. 
High-motor player is a coaches’ favorite. 

Can't find the ball? Just follow Logan. 

Came on as a leader in the spring. 

Has some experience, fighting for job. 

Foes unlikely to throw his way much. 

Converted S will improve his pro prospects here. 
Catch passes over middle at your own risk. 

A senior poised for a breakout season. 

Looking to improve Terps’ 34.7-yard net average. 


Perry Hills, Jr. 

Wes Brown, Jr. 
Tavion Jacobs, So. 
DeAndre Lane, Jr. 
Amba Etta-Tawo, Jr.* 
Derrick Hayward, So. 
Mike Dunn, Jr.* 
Evan Mulrooney, Sr. 
Brendan Moore, Fr. 
Sean Christie, Fr. 
JaJuan Delaney, So. 
Adam Greene, So. 


Jesse Aniebonam, So. 
Malik Jones, Fr. 
Kingsley Oparo, So. 
Brett Kulka, Fr. 

Brock Dean, Jr. 

Avery Thompson, Sr. 
Cavon Walker, Jr. 
Jarrett Ross, Jr. 

Alvin Hill, Sr. 

Denzel Conyers, Jr. 
Denzel Conyers, Jr. 
Nicholas Rubinowicz, Fr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


had in recent years — depth. 


DEFENSE 


The Terps blew a 25-point lead and lost 
41-38 to Rutgers in the regular-season 
finale, and then lost 45-21 to Stanford in 
the Foster Farms Bowl. It was the culmina- 
tion of a season in which the Terps often 
seemed defenseless. 

Maryland ranked 9Sth nationally in to- 
tal defense (436.2 yards) and 87th in scor- 
ing defense (30.2 points per game). 

So in February, Edsall said goodbye to 
defensive coordinator Brian Stewart and 
promoted Keith Dudzinski, who will use 
a new 4-3 defense — a timely change to 
start over because six of the Terps’ front 
seven ran out of eligibility. Results were 
unclear in the spring, but if the Terrapins 
can slow the gusher of rushing yardage 
allowed last year (201.9 yards per game), 
they can at least force opponents to go 
against a solid secondary and one world- 
class pass rusher. 


That would be junior Yannick Ngak- 
oue, transitioning from linebacker, 
where he started 11 games, to the new 
hybrid “Bandit” end position on the 
front four. 

Ngakoue was among Big Ten leaders 
with 13.5 tackles for loss and he seemed 
to do OK with his hand in the dirt in the 
spring game, registering three sacks and 
a batted pass. He terrorized the Maryland 
offense, one of those good news/bad news 
scenarios you find in scrimmages. 

Senior end Quinton Jefferson, who 
played in just three games in 2014 before 
a knee injury, has moved inside, where his 
quickness and a new emphasis on penetrat- 
ing into the backfield, could make him a 
key. High-motor Roman Braglio mans 
the other end spot, and blossoming Da- 
vid Shaw is the other tackle. Malik Jones 
showed promise in the spring, but depth is 
an issue up front. 

The three linebackers are all new start- 
ers, but Abner Logan — a player Edsall had 
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NDS Rank: No. 26 CB in 2017 class 

“lf he was a just a little bit taller, we would be talking about him as being one of the best in the 
nation. At 5-7, it makes you shake your head a little bit, but his ability is outstanding. He’s so 
fast, so quick. He knows how to anticipate throws and jump routes; you can tell he watches 

a lot of tape. He has that innate ability you want in a defensive back, so he ends up playing 
bigger than he looks. To his credit, he doesn’t shy away from run support and he finishes with 
a pop. He’s very confident. You can tell; he jumps off the film. It also helps that he returns kicks 
and punts. He can’t improve his height, so he has to show his ability in other areas.” 


NDS Rank: Unranked for now 

“They lost Stefon Diggs and Deon Long, their top two playmakers at receiver. Leak is going 
to be their top receiver. He stood out quite a bit last year. He had more dropped passes that 
you want to see, but whether it’s in the slot or outside, he has good size, is athletic. He has 
some speed to him, too. He’s a receiver to watch as we move forward in the Big Ten.” 


recruited all the way back to his days at 
UConn — looks like the real deal on the 
weakside. Sophomore Jermaine Carter Jr., 
took charge in the middle in the spring, in 
action and in the huddle. 

The secondary is a strength. It will play 
more man-to-man coverage, and it has the 
talent on the corners to do so. Pound-for- 
pound, 5-7 Will Likely is Maryland’s best 
football player, and maybe teams have finally 
learned not to try to pick on the 175-pound- 
er. He came up with six picks and took two 
back for scores last season. 

Senior Sean Davis moves from safety 
to the other corner, where he got a little 
taste of the action last year. Davis is the 
team’s top returning tackler with 115, 
and he has the tools to excel on the cor- 
ner. 

Ball-seeking missile Anthony Nixon is 
back at free safety, and fellow senior A.J. 
Hendy, after a year away on suspension, 
looks like a natural at strong safety. Cor- 
ners Alvin Hill and Jarrett Ross, and safety 
Denzel Conyers are reliable reserves with 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


experience, too. 


Aussie kicker Brad Craddock became an 
All-American and Groza Award winner af- 
ter converting 18 of 19 field goal attempts 
last season, including a Maryland record 
57-yarder against Ohio State. For his ca- 
reer, he’s converting at an 81.7 percent 
clip, and he worked all summer to length- 
en his kickoffs. 

The punting game is an issue. Redshirt 
freshman Lee Shrader averaged 41 yards 
in the spring game, but he’ll get a chal- 
lenge from incoming freshman Nicholas 
Rubinowicz. Return man Will Likely led 
the Big Ten with a 31.0-yard average on 
kickoffs and was third at 11.2 yards per 
punt return. 

The Terps’ coaches, including Edsall, 
will handle the special teams by commit- 
tee. 


After three winnable games at home, 


i 


the Terps travel to border rival \West Vir- 
ginia on Sept. 26. The Mountaineers are 
the first of eight opponents who reached a 
bowl game in 2014, including seven from 
the Big Ten. 

Conference play starts with Michigan 
coming to Maryland’s not-so-big house, 
and then it's off to Columbus on Oct. 10 
to meet national champion Ohio State. 
After an open date, Penn State awaits in 
Baltimore, and count on the Nittany Li- 
ons as Maryland’s biggest conference rival. 
Last year’s 20-19 upset in Happy Valley was 
Maryland’s first win at Penn State ever, fur- 
ther fanning the flames. 

Wisconsin and Indiana visit Byrd Sta- 
dium down the stretch, but those are the 
only home games the final five Satur- 
days. 

— Mike Ashley 
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NOTEBOOK TERRAPINS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos at 0 Hometown 90 Roman Braglio DL 6-3 267 Jr Owings Mills 
2 ShaneCockerille OB 6-2 222 So. Baltimore 92 ChandlerBurkett DL 6-4 237 So. Panama City, FL 
he backup battle behind QB Caleb Rowe was 11. Perry Hills 0B 63 2100 Jr Pittsburgh, PA 49 Ruben Franco “DL ‘6-5 244 Jr. —__- Montgomery, TX 
a spring disappointment. With Rowe out, ju- 7 Caleb Rowe OB 63 215 Sr Landrum, SC 99 Quinton Jefferson DL 6-3 287 Sr. Pittsburgh, PA 
nior Perry Hills and sophomore Shane Cock- Riveting Becks &2 Mallk Jones DL 64 269 So. Baltimore 
erille both failed to impress. 4 Wes Brown RB 6-0 210 Jr Baltimore 96 Brett Kulka DL 6-4 260 Fr Edinboro, PA 
Hills started seven games as a true freshman 30 Kenneth Goins, J. RB 5-9 230 Jr Baltimore 7 Yannick Ngakoue DL 6-2 250 Jt Bowie 
when Loahiad decimated the position, but he has 42 Tehuti Miles RB 5-10 205 dr. Hammonton, NJ 57 Kingsley Opara DL 6-4 308 So. Jacksonville, FL 
appeared in just three contests in the last two sea- 5 Abetfedl RS S40 218 Se Wevbinglon,0C_ sai feshisiae a pera Gascalian tak 
sons. Cockerille completed only 5 of 20 passes in : : - 
the spring game, after seeing alittle action oncov- > “ede __RB_ G1 210 4 _Froderck 67_David Shaw _DL_-4_308 50. _Spring Grove, PA 
erage teams last fall 45 Brandon Ross RB 5-10 205 Sr. Newark,DE 78 Ty Tucker DL 6-2 273 dt Walkersville 
“We have a lot of work to do with both of them, 33 Andrew Stefanelll RB 5-10 240 Jr, Rockville 95 AzubuikeUkandu DL 6-0 308 Jr. Towson 
but | thought they made progress this spring,” 34 Jacquille Veli RB 5-9 185 Jr Galthersburg Pos. Ley Hometown 
coach Randy Edsall said. “We just have to be more ; it Ww «43 alenBrooks LB 6-2 2840, Suwanee, GA 
consistent and more exact with the things that 83 MalcolmCulmer WR 6-0 190 Jr. Willingboro, NJ 9 Tyler Burke (B 6-3 247 Fr. Coatesville, PA 
we're doing.” 84 AmbaEtta-Tawo WR 6-1 204 Jr. Powder Springs, GA 23 Jermaine Carter, Jr LB 6-0 240 So. Fort Washington 
¢ Maryland's five road wins tied Ohio State for 8 Levern Jacobs WR 5-11 185 Sr. Temple Hills 42 Brock Dean 1B 6-0 230 J Harrisburg, PA 
the most in the Big Ten last season, and the most 12. Taivon Jacobs WR 5-10 165 So, Camp Springs 31 NnamdiEgbuaba LB 6-0 220 Fr. Baltimore 
for a Terrapins team since 1984. Maryland has won 13 DeAndre Lane WR 5-8 180 Jr Catonsville 56 Matt Gillespie LB 6-2 241 Fr. Towson 
seven of its last 10 games away from home. 82 Marcus Leak WR 6-0 214 Sr, Charlotte, NC 48Abner Logan LB 6-1 240 Jr. Cambridge, MA 
¢ Senior receiver Marcus Leak, inconsistent 6 Zac Morton WR 5-11 175° Fr, Bethesda 37 Avery Thompson LB 6-3 230. Sr. Chesapeake, VA 
throughout his career, again tantalized the Terra- 10 Will Ulmer WR 6-0 194 Fr Laurel 39 Cavon Walker LB 6-2 254 Jr Washington, DC 
pins with a tremendous spring game. He caught 81 Juwann Winfree WR 62 210 So. coe Backs TR ‘Nontetnven 
six passes for 132 yards and three touchdowns. He : 3 Milan Barry-Pollock DB 5-10 205 Jr. Baltimore 
credits film work Ms improvement. : 88 Pa, Gallo TE 63 250 Jr Holland, PA 25 Antwaine Carter DB 6-2 180 So, Waldort 
aint grace to ge hchges can | Smee 6S mk Gah 2 mts os 
the meta ae season and the scoundslengeet bya Derick Wayward TE _ 63 25 80. Satebury —T1_Demel Conyers _DB_G-2 216 _#t__St Poteshata.F 
running back in Maryland history. The longest such ee eee eee gts 
Terrapin play was 92 yards by Ed Bolton in 1949 89 Eric Roca TE 6-2 240 So. San Juan, Puerto Rico 21 Sean Davis DB 6-1 200 Sr. Washington, DC 
against South Carolina. ensive Linemen 25 i i Hometown 36 Elvis Dennah DB 6-2 210 So, Lanham 
* Ross, the Terrapins’ leading returning rusher | 7% BanksAganwa__OL__65 246 _ Fr. ee ee eee eee ah 
with 419 yards on 85 carries, had a season-high | 70 SeanChristio _Ol_ 6-4 _310_Fr. Le Et me ---- 
108 yards against Rutgers in the regular-season 55_Ryan Doyle OL 6-4 307 Sr __WakeForest,NC_ = 27_Alvin Hill DB 6-0 200 Sr,__Locaust Grove, GA 
finale. It was the fifth 100-yard game of his career, 54 JaJuan Dulaney OL 6-3 295 So. Powder Springs, GA 4 William Likely OB 5-7 175 Jt Belle Glade, FL. 
but the only one last season. 76 Michael Dunn OL 6-5 306 Jr Bethesda 20 Anthony Nixon DB 6-0 205 Sr, Pittsburgh, PA 
¢ Wes Brown got most of the short yardage 75 Derwin Gray OL 6-5 315 Fr. Washington, DC 35 D'AndrePayne DB 5-9 179 So Washington, OC 
carries. It lowered his average per rush to 3.5 60 StephenGrommer OL 6-5 306 Sr, Spartanburg, SC 32. Jarrett Ross OB 5-9 205 Jr. Newark, DE 
yards, but Brown led Maryland running backs with 56 Joe Marchese OL 6-3 287 So, Vernon Hills, IL .24_J.7. Ventura DB 6-1 200 So, _Hollidaysburg, PA 
six touchdowns rushing, four from just a yard out. Mike Minter OL 6-3 310 So. Severna Park 17. Josh Woods DB 61 196 So Baltimore 
© Senior Sean Davis was the first defensive 64 BrendanMoore OL 63 292 Fr, Austin, TX 2 ; FAN; domemwn 
back to ever lead Maryland in tackles in 2013, when 50 EvanMulrooney OL 6-4 299 Sr Wilmington, DE 15 Brad Craddock © PK 6-0 189 Sr, _Adelaldo, Australla 
he registered 102 stops from his safety spot. Then 58 DamlanPrince OL 63 325 Fe Washington,DC 3 Adam Greene PK 5-11 185. So Amold 
last year, Davis tallied 115 tackles to finish second 79 Maurice Shelton OL 63.306 Jr, Gresmbett 95 Nicoles Pritchard P/PK 69 210 Fr New Egypt, NJ 
on the team. He should have fewer tackles this sea- oy ee, O88 3B Red Lon, PA Sa las Seabee P62 224 Fe Newport News, VA 
son, moving out to cornerback. 
Detensive Linemen { 59 Nate Adams lS 6-1 216 So. Phoenix, AZ 
OUTSIDERS VIEW 41 Jesse Anlebonam DL 6-4. 248 So, Silver Spring 59 Christian Carpenter LS 5-11 211 J, Brentwood, TN 
“They had 10 players who were out in the spring NAME GP Effic + Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
that will either start or will make a significant contribu- PASSING C.Ju.Brown 13 114.2 189 354 10 534 2288 +13 90 1760 
tion during this season. Caleb Rowe, their quarterback, = C, Rowe 4 1548 34 54 4 630 489 5 60 1222 
was out for the spring so! didn’t really get to see much j= NAME GP te. Yards. Avg) TD ‘Long AdgiG 
there. Levern Jacobs, a wide receiver who was not cr RECEIVING S. Diggs 10 62 792 12.8 5 77 79.2 
with them a year ago, had a really good day. He’s — D. Long 13 51 576 11,3 2 50 442 
a very explosive player and he could definitely be co W.Brown = 12 21 (198 (94060-08816 
a playmaker forthe, em meet etna dee nnnntrnmenmnnnnsstnmemennnnnnenenetahnntantsinomenesnnntttnmesnnensstenenensntentnnnte 
pet developing the offensive line. It looked like — oe re yar eet eee ee tee Te, knee) Bes 
~~ RUSHING CJ.Brown 13 161 806 267 539 33 8 75 415 
they had some young guys in the line that could really = =" B. Ross 13 8 457 38 419 49 4 4 322 
come along and help them up front. | would say, over- = W.Brown 12 103 388 S32 356 35 6 33 297 
all, that Maryland is still developing the line of scrim- eee ea ee ee i a a 
mage to fit the Big Ten. But it does have very good — DEF. LEADERS becsrasababe uskeharts igen cern aed 
team speed and some very explosive players.” —_— Sacks: A. Monroe 10.5, Y. Ngakoue 6, R. Braglio 2.5 


— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network Interceptions: W. Likely 6, three tied with 1 
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—_BAAsSPORTS TERRAPINS RECRUITING 2015 


. Dd, Moore 

\ Abig-play guy the last two years on the prep level, the 6-0, 
) 180-pound Moore caught 35 passes for 1,012 yards and 
/ 16 touchdowns as a senior. He is the leading candidate to 
see the field early in the 2015 recruiting class. 


With Maryland losing three linebackers from last year’s team, 


ing Gus Little and Isaiah Davis. Zanotto is probably the most 
ready of the group, and registered 107 tackles, including 11 


Ty Johnson 

The running back from Cumberland (Md.) Fort Hill brings lots 
of speed to the Maryland offense. He could crack the rotation 
on offense while being a threat in the return game. Johnson 

’ finished his high school career with 4,851 all-purpose yards, 
65 touchdowns and 17 interceptions. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Gf 62 23 000 st i 
Ranked No. 256 nationally, ranked No. 18 Offensive Guard aa the No. 3 ranked player in 
Washington, D.C., according to the 247Sports Composite... Washington Post All-Met second 
team...after starting as a tackle, moved to guard for his senior season,..chose Maryland 
over Florida. 


Jahrvis Davenport WR 510 180 O06 Tampa, FL Robinson 
Ranked No. 156 Wide Receiver and the No. 190 ranked player in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite...two-time first-team All-Western Conference selection...chose 
Maryland over Connecticut, Georgia Tech, Pittsburgh, and Rutgers. 


Isalah Davis AH 61 200 O66 Alexandria, VA SL Stephen's & SL Agnes 
Ranked No. 122 Athlete and the No. 46 ranked player in Virginia according to the 247Sports 
Composite. ..First team all-state selection... .All-IAC as junior and senior...brother of current 
Maryland football player Sean Davis. 


EJ. Donahue 06 65 35 O86 Frederick Linganore 
Ranked No. 25 Offensive Guard and the No, 8 ranked player in Maryland according to the 
247Sports Composite...First team All-State selection..,All-Fredrick County...selected to 
represent Maryland in the Big 33 Game...chose Maryland over Wisconsin, Florida State and 
West Virginia. 


Keiron Howard TT 64 25 8006 Oxon Hill Potomac 
Ranked No. 60 Defensive Tackle and the No. 23 ranked player in Maryland according to the 
247Sports Composite...received Washington Post All-Met second team honors...first team 
All-State selection...received a nomination for the 2014 US Army All-American game... 
played in the 2014 Offense-Defense All-American game...selected to play for Maryland in 
the Big 33 Game. 


Ty Johnson Cumberland Fort Hill 


RBO5-10 178 O80 
Ranked No. 54 Running Back and the No. 18 ranked player in Maryland according to the 
247Sports Composite...named 2014 Maryland Consensus All-State...helped lead Fort Hill to 
back-to-back 14-0 state championship seasons as a junior and senior. ..selected to play for 
Maryland in the Big 33 Game. 


Gus Little 1B 63 20 O66 Fredericksburg, VA Massaponax 
Ranked No. 36 Inside Linebacker and the No. 30 ranked player in Virginia according to the 
247Sports Composite... Three-time all-conference and all-area linebacker. ..Max Preps first- 
team All-State as junior and senior...named conference's defensive player of the year in 
2014. 


Will McClain Or 65 20 OO80 Middletown Middletown 
Ranked No. 148 Offensive Tackle and the No. 34 ranked player in Maryland according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named first team all-state as a senior...helped lead Middletown to 
three-consecutive state championships... selected to represent Maryland in the Big 33 Game. 


Ellis McKennie 06 6&4 300 O69 Owings Mills McDonogh School 
Ranked No. 77 Offensive Guard and the No. 29 ranked player in Maryland according to the 
247Sports Composite...first-team All-Met by the Washington Post...consensus first-team 
all-state selection...selected to represent Maryland in the Big 33 Game...eight-time Honor 
Roll student...received the Ludlum Michaux Leadership Award. 


Adam McLean 1 6&2 20 OO6O0 Gaithersburg Quince Orchard 
Ranked No. 124 nationally, ranked No. 14 Defensive Tackle and the No. 2 ranked player in 
Maryland according to the 247Sports Composite. ..two-time consensus all-state selection... 
Under Armour All-American selection... first-team All-Met by The Washington Post in 2013. 
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\ several incoming guys will have an opportunity to play, includ- 


stops for loss as a senior at Murrysville (Pa.) Franklin Regional. 


Jahrvis D 

With everything Maryland lost at receiver, the Tampa (Fla.) 
| Robinson standout is another that could play quickly and be 
/ main cog to the offense for years to come. Davenport is 
exciting with the football in his hands. 


SLEEPER 


A big-time quarterback is the biggest need after the Terrapins have taken under-the- 
radar guys in previous classes. Randy Edsall and his staff will also look to add five 
offensive linemen, four defensive linemen and two to three corners. It will be balanced 
class come Signing Day. 

— By Steve Wiltfong 


2016 NEEDS 


Commitiments 


‘2arsronrs COMPOSITE 
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Average Stars 


Total Stars 


National Rank: 48 B10: 8 


i R 60 180 O66 Philadelp! 
Ranked No. 361 nationally, ranked No. 46 Wide Receiver an the No. 10 ned aan in 
Pennsylvania according to the 247Sports Composite...Pennsylvania Class AAA All-State... 
selected to the 2014 Offense-Defense All-American Game...selected to The Big 33 Game. 


Nick Rubinowicz P 63 210 O8 Delray Beach, FL American Heritage B/D 
Ranked No. 17 Punter and the No. 403 ranked player in Florida according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Averaged 44.3 yards per punt as a senior...Florida 3A first-team all-state 
selection...selected for the Florida-Georgia All-Star Game as a senior...second-team all- 
state honors as a junior. 


Oseh Saine SDE 63 20 OO6 Worcester, MA Worcester Academy 
Ranked No. 71 Strongside Defensive End and the No. 7 ranked player in Massachusetts 
according to the 247Sports Composite...chose Maryland over Boston College, Connecticut 
and Syracuse. 


Damell Savage 510 172 O00 Bear, DE Caravel Academy 
Ranked No. 91 Cornerback and the No. 2 ranked player in Delaware according to the 
247Sports Composite...Delaware All-State selection...helped lead Caravel to the 2013 state 
championship...chose Maryland over Rutgers, Temple, and Syracuse. 


Gage Shaffer 67 25 OO Ridgeley, WV Frankfort 
Ranked No. 42 Pro-Style Quarterback and the No. 2 ranked player in West Virginia according 
to the 247Sports Composite. ..first-team 2A All-State...selected to first team all-area team 
three times. ..three-time All-Potomac Valley Conference selection. 


Mi Tanyi SDE 62 47 OG©O Richmond, TX Bush 
Ranked No. 68 Strongside Defensive End and the No. 166 ranked player in Texas according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Named District 23-5A first-team All-District...earned Most 
Valuable Player honors as a senior. 


Brett Zanotto 1B 6 215 GOOG Murrysville, PA Franklin Regional 
Ranked No. 44 Inside Linebacker and the No. 26 ranked player in Pennsylvania according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Named first team all-state, AAA Greater Alleghany County first- 
team and all-conference for both offense and defense. ..played in the Blue-Grey All American 
Bowl. 


Mason Zimmerman = OC 65 275 «=OOO Whitehouse, OH Anthony Wayne 
Ranked No. 18 Inside Linebacker and the No. 62 ranked player in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named second-team all-state as a senior...two-time recipient of 
all-district and all-league...Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl selection. 
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rad Craddock said he put all his foot- 

ball trophies in his closet this winter. 

How a college senior got such a big 
closet we don’t know. 

Maybe the Australian import just shoe- 
horned them into a tight space. He’s used 
to putting things in narrow spaces. He 
made 18 of 19 field goal attempts last fall, 
and he split the uprights with a clutch 
game-winner at Penn State in a season in 
which Maryland put its best foot forward 
more often than not. 

Craddock is coming off numerous All- 
America honors, plus the Lou Groza Award 
as the nation’s best kicker — and even All- 
Academic honors. 

Maryland coach Randy Edsall grew 
emotional whenever talking about Crad- 
dock, the player who came so far to im- 
prove so much and contribute so much 
more. 

“Brad is one of those special guys,” 
Edsall said. 

“Tt was kind of on-the-job training his 
first year and then he (has) just gotten so 
much better. He (has) worked extremely 
hard. He’s very prideful and professional in 
terms of how he goes about getting better 
at his craft.” 

Growing up in Adelaide, Craddock 
played Australian Rules football before 
turning to the smaller pigskin. He was a 
punter and slated for a shot at that job 
when he arrived in College Park in the 
summer of 2012. But injuries in the kick- 
ing corps caused coaches to cajole Crad- 
dock into competing for that job. His 
strong leg won the day, but he would need 
a strong resolve as well. 

Six games into the season, North Caro- 
lina State had just taken a lead in the last 
minute, but freshman quarterback Caleb 
Rowe somehow guided the Terps into range 
for a last-second 33-yard field goal attempt 
to win. Craddock, who would nail 10 of 16 
attempts that season, doinked this one off 
the left upright. 

Working with Baltimore Ravens kicker 
Matt Stover, Craddock came back stron- 
ger the next season, hitting 21 of 25 
field goal attempts and starting a streak 
of 23 straight over two seasons to set 


a school record. Then came last year, and : - ; ; 
? 3 : recruit. ... Injured his 
his ascension to the top of the game. : 


Craddock even banged home a 57-yarder i shoulder again in the spring 


against Ohio State. 


: CB WILL LIKELY 

Likely is a three-year 
? starter coming off an 
? All-Big Ten campaign. 
... He led the Big Ten 
: with six interceptions and 


? was second in the 


| : conference with 15 passes defended. ... 
; An emotional leader by example, Likely is 


: a hard-hitter and plays larger than his diminu- 
tive 5-7 frame. ... Averaged Big Ten-best 

: 31.0 yards on kick returns and was third with 
2 11,2 yards on punts. ... Scored four TDs — 


: two on interceptions, one on a kick return 


: and one on a punt return. 


"} DEVANNICK NGAKOUE 
? Ngakoue (pronounced 
i Nah-gock-way) took 


Pee ee eee encesaneseesees 


over for injured Yannik 
Cudjoe-Virgil early last 
season at weakside line- 
backer and went on to record 

13.5 tackles for loss. ... He was the first 


; sophomore to do so since DT Joe Vellano 
? (10.5 TFLs) in 2010. ... Made the transition 
? this spring from LB to the “Bandit” end in the 


: injury, after coming in 


new 4-3 alignment. 


LT DERWIN GRAY 
Gray redshirted last year 
because of a shoulder 


as highly acclaimed 


: midway through workouts, but is expected 


“That’s my mantra — to be perfect — : 


and it always has been,” said Craddock. : pounds, he is the embodiment of the 


“T don’t think anyone has a higher expecta- : Terrapins’ new commitment to size and 
tion of me than myself, and that’s how it : 
: strength up front. ... Consensus top prospect 


will always be.” 


back at full strength in fall. ... At 6-5, 315 


out of Washington, D.C. in 2013. ... Prepped 
: a season at Fork Union (Va.) Military Academy. 


: Photos courtesy of Maryland Athletics. 
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MAC rank: 7 Record: 5-6 


Stadium: UB Stadium (29,013) 


BULLS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Buffalo, N.Y. 

coAcH: Lance Leipold — At Buffalo, 1st year; 
overall: 109-6, 8 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Andy Kotelnicki 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian Borland 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2008 
LAST BOWL: 2013, Idaho Potato 


RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 7 offense, 4 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 9B Joe Licata, RB Anthone Taylor, 
WR Ron Willoughby, LB Jarrett Franklin, LB Okezie Alozie 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The offense has two of the premier 
talents in the MAC in Licata and Taylor, and they will be 
complemented by a capable receiving corps. If the three 
new starters up front are quick learners, the Bulls should 
put a lot of points on the scoreboard. Punter Tyler Grassman 
is a significant asset in the field-position battle. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defense looks too young and 
inexperienced to be an impact unit, at least in the first half 
of the season. Leipold introduces a fresh scheme on defense, 
but the Bulls will have a tough time making up for the lack 
of elite talent and their overall dearth of experience. 


OFFENSE 

New coach Lance Leipold has seven returning start- 
ers, including a potent one-two punch in the back- 
field — four-year starter Joe Licata at quarterback and 
bruising Anthone Taylor at running back. 

Licata passed for 2,647 yards and 29 touchdowns 
in 11 games last year. He holds the school record with 
60 career TD tosses. 

Taylor presents a formidable combination of 
strength and speed, which he rode to 1,403 rushing 
yards last season — his first as a starter. Taylor scored 
12 touchdowns, and his 127.5 rushing yards per game 
ranked second in the conference. 

The receiving corps lacks an explosive threat but 
should get consistency from its returning starters 
and a talented transfer. Ron Willoughby is the top 
returning wide receiver after his 50 catches for 771 
yards and nine touchdowns earned him third-team 
all-conference honors. UAB transfer Collin Lisa is an 
athletic and sure-handed addition, while veteran tight 
end Matt Weiser is another good option. 

The biggest question mark is the line, where there 
will be three new starters. John Kling and Robert 
Blodgett should anchor the unit at the tackle spots. 
Senior Dillon Guy adds some experience at a guard, 
but the Bulls get very young up front after that. 


DEFENSE 

The Bulls will transition from a three-man defen- 
sive front to the four-man configuration preferred by 
Leipold, but that will not be the only change. With just 
four starters back, much will be new on this side of 
the ball. 

Brandon Crawford and Max Perisse have some 
starting experience and will have to lead the rebuild 
from the tackle positions. Solomon Jackson moves 
from linebacker to end to help bolster the unit. 

Jarrett Franklin is one of the Bulls’ top returning tack- 
lers, and he should be joined at linebacker by Okezie 
Alozie, who had three sacks in eight starts last season. 

Buffalo expects a strong part of its defense to be 
cornerbacks Marqus Baker and Boise Ross. The safety 
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ANTHONE TAYLOR 
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“You can start seeing our guys are more 
comfortable with what we're doing.” 
— Lance Leipold 


positions should be manned by Andrews Dadeboe 
and Ryan Williamson, who each played in all 11 games 
last season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Bulls expect fourth-year starter Tyler Grassman 
to be one of the top punters in the conference in 2015. 
Opponents last season managed only 32 total return 
yards on 50 punts from Grassman, who averaged 40.7 
yards per attempt. Experience is non-existent in the 
place-kicking game, where Adam Mitcheson, who red- 
shirted last season, gets first crack at the job. 


OVERVIEW 
High expectations will prove to be either a bless- 
ing or a curse for Leipold, who joined the Bulls after 
going 109-6 at Wisconsin-Whitewater, where he won 
six Division III national championships in his eight 
seasons. He gets his baptism into the Mid-American 
Conference with a team that retums significant talent 
at the skill positions on offense, but is young and 
unproven defensively. 
— Matt Markey 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Collin Lisa: The former all-state selection in 
Georgia transferred to Buffalo in January from UAB after 


the Blazers dissolved their program. The sure-handed 
Lisa had 116 receptions over his final two seasons in 
high school. The sophomore should crack the starting 
lineup in what could be a busy receiving corps. 


2015 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB 16 | Joe Licata’ 6-2 227 Sr. 
RB 1 | Anthone Taylor® 5-10 207 Sr. 
FB 31 | Kendall Patterson 6-0 238 Sr. 
WR 86 | Ron Willoughby* 6-4 199 Sr. 
WR 13 | Collin Lisa 5-10 180 So. 
TE 89 | Matt Weiser® 6-5 245 Sr. 
LT 70 | John Kling’ 6-7 324 Sr. 
LG 65 | Dillon Guy 6-4 335 Sr. 
C 77 | James O'Hagan 6-2 293 Fr. 
RG 61 | Brandon Manosalvas 6-4 308 So. 
RT 74 | Robert Blodgett 6-5 311 Sr. 
DEFENSE 
DE 91 | Demone Harris 6-4 270 So. 
DT 55 | Brandon Crawford* 6-2 275 Jr. 
DT 66 | Max Perisse 6-4 271 Jr. 
DE 41 | Solomon Jackson 6-1 240 So. 
LB 3 | Okezie Alozie*® 6-0 217 Sr. 
LB 36 | Jarrett Franklin® 6-0 217 Jr. 
LB 43 | Nick Gilbo 6-1 222 Sr. 
CB 1 | Boise Ross°® 6-0 182 Jr. 
CB 5 | Marqus Baker 5-10 181 Sr. 
S 17 | Andrews Dadeboe 6-1 196 Jr. 
S 26 | Ryan Williamson 6-0 182 So. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 19 | Adam Mitcheson 6-1 187 Fr. 
P il | Tyler Grassman* 6-1 195 Sr. 
*Returning starters in Bold 
2015 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 5 ALBANY 
Sept. 12 at Penn State 
Sept. 19 at FAU 
Sept. 26 NEVADA 
Oct. 3 BOWLING GREEN 
Oct. 17 at Central Michigan 
Oct. 24 OHIO 
Oct. 29 at Miami (OH) 
Nov. 5 at Kent State 
Nov. 11 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
Nov. 21 at Akron 
Nov. 27 MASSACHUSETTS 
2014 RESULTS 
Ww DUQUESNE 38-28 
L at Army 39-47 
L BAYLOR 21-63 
Ww NORFOLK STATE 36-7 
Ww MIAMI (0H) 35-27 
L at Bowling Green 35-36 
L at Eastern Michigan 27-37 
L CENTRAL MICHIGAN 14-20 
L at Ohio 14-37 
Ww AKRON 55-24 
KENT STATE Cancelled 
Ww at Massachusetts 41-21 
2014 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 32.3 41 
Rushing 178.6 52 
Passing 259.5 41 
Total 438.2 38 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 31.5 95 
Rushing 175.2 76 
Passing 222.5 54 
Total 397.7 62 
TO MARGIN PER GAME 
-3 - 0.27 68 
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MICHIGAN 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim Drevno 


ee WOLV 


For more coverage of the Wolverines, visit Maen aa 247Sports. com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: D.J. Durkin 


ANTICIPATION AT FEVER PITCH FOR START OF HARBAUGH ERA 


nothing but hope. 

NFL experts told them it wasn’t 
happening. Over and over again. Everyone 
in the football world told them it wasn’t 
happening, and it wasn’t worth thinking 
about. But, in the end, it happened any- 
way. Jim Harbaugh, one of the most high- 
profile football coaches in the game, came 
home. 

Harbaugh — the guy who rebuilt Stanford 
from rubble and set records during his time 
with the San Francisco 49ers — is back at his 
alma mater, and fans still haven’t dared to 
pinch themselves. 

“Thank you for the enthusiasm and sup- 
port,” Harbaugh said on Dec. 30, trying to 
speak through a deafening roar inside a sold- 
out Crisler Center. “Even though we haven’t 
done a darn thing.” 

Harbaugh, who quarterbacked Michigan to 
the Rose Bowl and finished third in the 1986 
Heisman voting, is home. Expectations of a 
program revival began the minute he walked 
to the podium as Michigan’s new coach in 
late December. He’s won everywhere he’s 
been, and he’s specialized at restoring pro- 
grams into winners again. 

Which is exactly the skill that is needed at 
Michigan. 

While Harbaugh is the right man for the 
job, such a return to glory won’t necessarily 
be easily. 

The Brady Hoke era officially bottomed 
out just four years after it began in 2014, as 
the Wolverines struggled with turnovers, off- 
field issues, concussion controversies and a 
loathed athletic director during a nightmar- 
ish 5-7 campaign. Hoke’s tenure wrapped up 
four years after Rich Rodriguez’s three-year 
stint did the same. 

Over the past seven seasons, once-mighty 
Michigan has sunk to a 46-44 overall record 
(24-32 in the Big Ten). The team has won 
just one bowl game in that span, and missed 
three postseasons altogether. What’s worse? 
Arch-rival Ohio State is coming off a national 
championship season, and in-state foe Michi- 
gan State has recorded at least 11 wins in four 
of the past five years. 

“T came away (from the 2014 season) 


F weeks, Michigan fans waited with 


thinking (we) can’t afford to experiment any- 
more,” interim athletic director Jim Hackett 
said this spring. 

“If you look at the last seven years, starting 
with (Rodriguez’s) arrival — Brady had a good 
year in there — but there was a seven-year pe- 
riod where it felt like these were experiments. 
We weren't sure how they were going to turn 
out. 

“So there was a gradual decay of something 
because of that. You can call that fan support; 
you can call that winning; you can call that 
enthusiasm for Michigan’s history. This is the 
winningest program ever in this sport and it 
carried the day for a long time. But it wasn’t 
behaving that way.” 

Michigan’s period of experimentation is 
over. The Wolverines now have a coach ev- 
eryone inside the program firmly stands 
behind, while eager to see when — not if — 
Harbaugh’s personal history can repeat itself 
in Ann Arbor. 


OFFENSE 


The biggest task for Harbaugh this season 
will be fixing a broken offense that his bot- 
tom during the Hoke era. Michigan finished 
the 2014 season ranked No. 112 nationally 
in total offense, averaging just 333 yards per 
game. 

The restoration, of course, begins at quar- 
terback. Michigan went through spring prac- 
tice with three scholarship quarterbacks (ju- 
nior Shane Morris, redshirt freshman Wilton 
Speight and freshman Alex Malzone). None 
has completed a touchdown pass in a college 
game. 

And while Morris — who has attempted 87 
passes in the past two seasons — wrapped up 
spring ball in the lead, he’ll now have to beat 
out former Iowa quarterback Jake Rudock. 

Rudock, whose 61.7 percent comple- 
tion rate ranked No. 2 in the Big Ten last 
year, was cleared as a graduate transfer to 
Michigan shortly after spring concluded. 
He could be the man to beat at the position 
this fall. 

The quarterback job is far from settled, 
though, and complicating matters is that the 
receiving corps is more than thin on valuable 
experience. 


STADIUM: Michigan Stadium: 109,901 


Opponent 


Sept. 3 at Utah 
Sept.12 OREGON STATE 
Sept. 19 UNLV 
Sept. 26 BYU 

Oct. 3 at Maryland 
Oct.10 NORTHWESTERN 
Oct.17 MICHIGAN STATE 
Oct. 31 at Minnesota 
Nov. 7 RUTGERS 
Nov. 14 at Indiana 
Nov. 21 at Penn State 
Nov, 28 OHIO STATE 


RESULTS 


APPALACHIAN STATE 
at Notre Dame 
MIAMI (OH) 
UTAH 
MINNESOTA 
at Rutgers 
PENN STATE 
at Michigan State 
INDIANA 
at Northwestern 
MARYLAND 
at Ohio State 


10-YEAR 


Se nasi sk -h sm = 


SCHEDULE 


14 Record 


52-14 

0-31 
34-10 
10-26 
14-30 
24-26 
18-13 
11-35 
34-10 

10-9 
16-23 
28-42 


WINNING TREND 
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AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 


2014: 


5-7 overall, 3-5 Big Ten (T-4th, East) 


COACH: 


Jim Harbaugh — At Michigan: 1st year; 
overall: 58-27, 7 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


13; 6 offense, 7 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Jake Rudock, RB Ty Isaac, 

RB Derrick Green, TE Jake Butt, 
WR Amara Darboh, DT Willie Henry, 
DE Chris Wormley, LB Joe Bolden, 
DB Jabrill Peppers 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The defense is 


full of experience, across the board — 
and that doesn’t even account for 
Peppers, a potential game-changing 
safety. The defense should, again, be 
one of the best in the nation and give 
Big Ten foes fits. Program-wide, a jolt 
of Harbaugh is exactly what was 
needed. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Michigan will bring in a new face at 
quarterback (Rudock), but will it be 
enough? The Wolverines have struggled 
to run the ball in each of the last two 
seasons, and the team also has to 
replace its top receiver (Devin 
Funchess). Fixing a broken offense is, 
by far, the toughest task Harbaugh will 
face in year one. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Devin Gardner, WR Devin Funchess, 
DE Frank Clark, DE Brennen Beyer, 

LB Jake Ryan, CB Blake Countess, 

P Will Hagerup, K Matt Wile 


OVERVIEW: 


The arrival of Harbaugh sent Michigan 
fans into a state of euphoria. Now, the 
reality: Michigan has to break in a new 
quarterback to a new system, and fix an 
offense that bottomed out last season. 
If Michigan can find a way to keep its 
talented defense out of no-win situa- 
tions, the win total should rise in 2015. 
How much? Not high enough to catch 
Ohio State in the East. But second place 
can’t be ruled out. 


KEY NUMBER: 

19 Seasons without a Big Ten title for 
the Wolverines, who last did so in 
2004. 


BOLDEN ~ 
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Senior Amara Darboh is back after a 
36-catch, 473-yard season — but he doesn’t 
have much company. The team’s top wide- 
out, Devin Funchess, left early for the NFL, 
leaving plenty of room for someone to take 
a job. 

Look for senior Jehu Chesson (29 ca- 
reer receptions) to win a job next to Dar- 
boh. And, look for junior tight end Jake 
Butt (21 catches, 211 yards, two TDs in 
2014) to have a larger role in Harbaugh’s 
system. 

Behind the quarterback, another in- 
tense position battle rages on. Junior run- 
ning backs Derrick Green and De’Veon 
Smith were joined this spring by red- 
shirt sophomore Ty Isaac, a former five- 
star prospect and USC transfer who is 
eligible to compete this season. The 6-3, 
240-pound Isaac was limited in camp’ due 
to a leg injury, but he is expected to play 
a role in the rushing attack — as is senior 
Drake Johnson, who missed spring camp 
due to a knee injury. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


Jake Rudock 
Derrick Green* 
Joe Kerridge 
Amara Darboh* 
Jehu Chesson 
Jake Butt 
Mason Cole* 
Ben Braden* 
Graham Glasgow* 
Kyle Kalis* 

Erik Magnuson 
Andrew David 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Mario Ojemudia 
Bryan Mone 
Willie Henry* 
Chris Wormley* 
James Ross* 
Joe Bolden* 
Desmond Morgan 
Wayne Lyons 
Jourdan Lewis* 
Jabrill Peppers 
Jarrod Wilson* 
Blake O'Neill 


Grad transfer from lowa; it's his job to lose at this point. 


Team's leading rusher (471 yards) before injury ended year. 


Team leader; will see more snaps in new offense. 

His 473 receiving yards lead all returning wideouts. 
Struggled with injuries last season in a reserve role. 
Underused by Hoke, could thrive under Harbaugh. 

First Michigan true freshman to start 12 games at LT. 
Started every game at OT last season. 

24 starts in two years, but off-field troubles an issue. 
Won job midway through last year, had a strong spring. 
Began 2014 as a starter before injuries got in the way. 
Booted a 58-yarder in high school; athletic kicker. 


Had 3.5 sacks as a reserve last season. 

The 6-4, 325-pounder could have a breakout year. 

Had 20 tackles, 3 sacks and a TD in 10 games last year. 
Moves back out to defensive end in new scheme. 

He has made 153 tackles in 18 career starts. 

Made 102 tackles as an inside linebacker last season. 


31 career starts, 229 tackles. Missed 11 games in 2014. 


Stanford graduate transfer steps into a big role. 

Only DB to record an interception in 2014 (two). 

Elite athlete, was team’s best player in spring camp. 
Had 50 tackles in 10 starts last season. 

Weber State transfer, averaged 44-plus yards per kick. 


Shane Mortis, Jr. 

Ty Isaac, Jr. 

Sione Houma, Sr. 
Freddy Canteen, So. 
Maurice Ways, So. 

A.J. Williams, Sr. 

Logan Tuley-Tillman, Jr. 
Blake Bars, Sr. 

Patrick Kugler, Jr. 

David Dawson, Jr. 
Juwann Bushell-Beatty, So. 
Kenny Allen, Sr. 


Lawrence Marshall, Fr. 
Ryan Glasgow, Sr.* 
Maurice Hurst Jr, Jr. 
Taco Chariton, Jr. 
Royce Jenkins-Stone, Sr. 
Ben Gedeon, Jr. 

Mike McCray, Jr. 
Channing Stribling, Jr. 
Channing Stribling, Jr. 
Dymonte Thomas, Jr. 
Delano Hill, Jr. 

Kenny Allen, Sr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Up front, Michigan brings back five play- 
ers with extensive starting experience, but 
there could be some shuffling. 

Center Graham Glasgow, who has 24 
starts over two seasons, missed a portion 
of spring camp after violating probation 
for a drunken driving arrest. Glasgow is not 
expected to miss any game time, however, 
and should be the man in the middle for 
the season-opener. He’ll move back to cen- 
ter to replace retired senior Jack Miller. In 
the spring, senior Ben Braden moved inside 
to left guard from tackle. 

Sophomore Mason Cole continues to 
rep at left tackle, while senior Kyle Kalis 
appears to have held onto his starting spot 
at right guard. At right tackle, Erik Mag- 
nuson — who has started games at tackle 
and guard — appears to be in line to win 
a job. 


DEFENSE 


The offense was a mess last season, but 
the defense was not. Michigan’s defense 


did most everything it could to keep the 
team close a year ago, allowing 22.4 points 
per game and finishing No. 7 nationally in 
total defense, allowing just 311.3 yards per 
game. Sometimes, it wasn’t good enough. 

Michigan returns 23 of the 28 players 
who appeared on the final defensive two- 
deep of 2014, giving the club established 
depth on just about every level. 

The defense will go through some 
tweaks this year, though, as new coordi- 
nator D.J. Durkin looks to implement a 
multiple-schemed attack. Michigan will 
run some 3-4 and 4-3 sets this season af- 
ter spending the past four years strictly 
in the 4-3. 

Michigan has to replace leading tackler 
Jake Ryan and Frank Clark (who ranked 
second on the team in tackles for loss and 
was a late second-round NFL draft pick). 
But the Wolverines do return three line- 
backers (Joe Bolden, James Ross and Des- 
mond Morgan) who have been starters 
for at least two seasons. 
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Wayne Lyons, CB, Senior 
NDS Rank: No. 1 CB in 2016 class 


“Wayne Lyons took advantage of that graduate transfer eligibility, and he was one of 
Stanford's best players on defense. He knows how to leverage the field and really use the 
sideline to his advantage. He is very physical in run support, but he needs to do a better job 
breaking down and finishing his hits in the open field. A lot of people would say Jabrill 
Peppers is their most talented player, but it wouldn’t surprise me if Lyons is Michigan's best 
player on defense this season, just because of the experience.” 


Erik Magnuson, OT, Senior 
NDS Rank: No. 11 OT in 2016 class 


“They have a few guys on the offensive line — Erik Magnuson at tackle is one. Michigan 
always has produced top offensive line prospects. They have some guys on offense who 
could be draft picks, but that offense needs help.” 


Jake Rudock, QB, Senior 
NDS Rank: No. 22 QB in 2016 class 


“Jim Harbaugh’s NFL pedigree helps in recruiting, and as far as the Xs and Os, he knows 
how to get the most out of his players. You saw what he could do at San Francisco with the 
quarterback position. Whatever quarterback ends up being the guy this year — Shane 
Morris or Rudock — Harbaugh’s influence will really help in terms of development and mak- 


ing him a better prospect.” 


Up front, Michigan has a host of players 
with extensive playing experience. Defen- 
sive tackles Willie Henry, Ryan Glasgow, 
Bryan Mone and Maurice Hurst all have 
starting experience. Senior Chris Wormley 
will kick out from tackle to end this sea- 
son, and he will compete on the strongside 
with talented junior Taco Charlton. At rush 
end, look for senior Mario Ojemudia and 
redshirt freshman Lawrence Marshall to 
battle. 

On the back end, things will look a bit 
different. 

Touted 2014 recruit Jabrill Peppers is 
back after missing most of last year with 
a pair of leg injuries. Peppers was the star 
of Michigan's spring camp, playing a new 
spot at strong safety. Starting free safety 
Jarrod Wilson is back. 

The cornerback spot will look differ- 
ent, though. Jourdan Lewis is set on one 


2012 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 29.9 57 
183.8 41 
199.3 94 
Total 383.1 78 
PER GAME 


DEFENSE RANK 


Total 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
-9 - 0.69 99 


2013 RANKINGS 


PER GAME 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


side, but Michigan traded graduate trans- 
fers on the other side. Michigan brought 
in Stanford graduate Wayne Lyons for his 
final season. After that happened, return- 
ing starter Blake Countess announced in 
mid-May that he would play elsewhere as 
a graduate. 

Countess was a first-team All-Big Ten 
pick by the media in 2013. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Michigan’s kicking game will have to un- 
dergo a complete overhaul; starting punter 
Will Hagerup and starting kicker Matt Wile 
graduated. 

To fill the punter role, Michigan 
brought in Weber State grad transfer 
Blake O’Neill — who averaged 44.1 yards 
per kick a year ago. Heading into the sum- 
mer, he was the only scholarship punter 
on the roster. 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
oring 20.9 109 
62 
17 110 


Tota 333.0 112 


RANK 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 


Se 22.4 27 


RANK TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


32 10 - 1.33 T-121 


On the kicking side, look for incoming 
true freshman Andrew David to have the 
inside track in a competition with senior 
preferred walk-on Kenny Allen. David was 
one of the top-rated prep kickers in Ameri- 
ca last season, booting a 58-yarder in high 
school. 

Jabrill Peppers’ return should not only 
bolster the defense, but also the special 
teams. Michigan’s punt return unit hasn’t 
brought a non-blocked kick back for a score 
since 2008. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Michigan’s non-conference schedule 
doesn’t have a red-letter game on it this 
season, but it might be one of the tough- 
er non-league slates the Wolverines have 
played in some time. 

Utah, which racked up nine wins a year 
ago, will host Michigan for its most electric 
season-opener in program history Sept. 3. 
The Wolverines will also host a BYU team 
that played in a bowl last year. UNLV and 
Oregon State wrap up Michigan’s non- 
league slate. 

In conference play, Michigan catches 
a break this season by getting Ohio State 
and Michigan State at home, but the 
Wolverines have to travel to Penn State and 
Minnesota. Michigan does not have to play 
Wisconsin, Nebraska or Iowa. 

— Nick Baumgardner 


2015 www.lindyssports.com 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 119 


WOLVERINES SPRING ROSTER 


Hometown 72 Logan Tuley-Tillman OL 6-7 309 Jr. Peoria, IL 
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ciency and game management at quarterback.” 
— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network Interceptions: J. Lewis 2, J. Ryan 1, W. Henry 1, M. Godin 1 


Sacks: B. Beyer 5.5, F. Clark 4.5, M. Ojemudia 3.5, T. Chariton 3.5 
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—AAZSPORTS WOLVERINES RECRUITING 2015 


Brian Cole os Keith Washington 

The Top100 athlete from Saginaw (Mich.) Heritage enrolled a After playing quarterback in high school at Prattville (Ala.) 
—— early and should make a big impact at the wide receiver posi- Lid High, Washington will bring tremendous size, 6-2, 175-pound, 
= tion this fall. With his speed and quickness, he could be very tid and athleticism to Michigan's secondary. You're talking about 
oa. dynamic for the Wolverines in the slot. Cole was the top-ranked 7 a young man that has the length and change of direction to 
= recruit in Michigan according to 247Sports. be special in the defensive backfield. 
te. wn Defensive tackle is the first need as the Wolverines didn’t take one in 2015. Michigan 
om FORE WenGaNGy . é Pome iS deep at the point of attack right now but they'll need to replenish. Michigan has 
wn Michigan is thin at tight end, moving players from other posi-  FaFWFE_ some young talent at wide receiver and they'll look to build on that in 2016. 
co tions to try and add depth to the position. Enter the legacy from PRS] Linebacker is also a position of need with transfers and position moves made within 
Lit Buffalo (N-¥.) Canisius, at 6-6, 260 re a oe with the the roster, 
pa Galensias Gn becbecins ties ncacaont”? 2] Pag SFL 
fem | i co 
a, | Le | 
— Shelton Johnson 

The Delray Beach (Fla.) Atlantic four-star appeared to be a Pay srornrs a Commitments 4 
= Florida State lock much of the process but a late visit to Ann COM POSITE Average Star 443 
co nage oiam , 


Arbor led Johnson to sign with the Wolverines. The nation’s No. 
16 strongside defensive end recruit according to 247Sports, the 0 6 
6-5, 220-pound Johnson is a prospect that can run and be very 


8 0 


folal Stars Ab 


National Hank: 36 810; 6 


disruptive at the point of attack. 


Brian Cole AH 62 20 ©8000 Saginaw Heritage 
Ranked No. 74 nationally, ranked No. 5 Athlete and the No. 1 ranked player in Michigan 
according to the 247Sports Composite...selected to the 2015 Under Armour All-America 
Game...selected to the Detroit News Blue Chip List as a senior. 


Andrew David K 59 15 O00 Massillon, OH Washington 
Ranked No. 5 Kicker and the No. 83 ranked player in Ohio according to the 247Sports 
Composite...posted 49- and 48-yard field goals during senior campaign...averaged nearly 
40 yards per punt. 


Zach Gentry QB 67 ©0000 = Albuquerque, NM Eldorado 
Ranked No. 8 Pro-Style Quarterback and the No. 1 ranked player in New Mexico according 
to the 247Sports Composite...named first-team all-state his senior season and named 
second-team all-state his junior year...Chose Michigan over Texas and Alabama. 


Karan Higdon RB 510 199 O00 Sarasota, FL Riverview 
Ranked No. 40 Running Back and the No. 66 ranked player in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..chose Michigan over lowa, Arizona and South Florida. 


Shelton Johnson SDE 65 20 O00 Delray Beach, FL Atlantic 
Ranked No. 20 Strongside Defensive End and the No. 55 ranked player in Florida according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Chose Michigan over Florida State, Miami and Virginia Tech. 


Reuben Jones SDE 6-3 ooo Lakeland, FL Lake Gibson 
Ranked No. 44 Strongside Defensive End and the No. 100 ranked player in Florida according 
to the 247Sports Composite...helped lead team to state championship his sophomore sea- 
son...chose Michigan over Nebraska, West Virginia and Louisville. 


Tyree Kinnel S 60 25 ©6600 Dayton, 0H Wayne 
Ranked No. 195 nationally, ranked No. 11 Safety and the No. 7 ranked player in Ohio accord- 
ing to the 247Sports Composite...Chose Michigan over Notre Dame, Michigan State and 
Kentucky. 


QB 62 218 ©0060 _ Bloomfield Hills 
Ranked No. 295 nationally, ranked No. 13 Pro-Style Quarterback and the No. 4 ranked 
player in Michigan according to the 247Sports Composite...Named All-State as a junior... 
runner-up for Mr. Football in Michigan in 2013...selected to the Detroit News Blue Chip List 
as a senior... Detroit Free Press High School Dream Team as a senior. 


Grant Newsome OT 66 290 ©@O0 _ Trenton,NJ The Lawrenceville School 
Ranked No. 235 nationally, ranked No. 22 Offensive Tackle and the No. 5 ranked player in 
New Jersey according to the 247Sports Composite. ..chose Michigan over Penn State. 


Grant Peny WR 60 18 O00 Bloomfield Hills Brother Rice 
Ranked No. 109 Wide Receiver and the No. 12 ranked player in Michigan according to the 
247Sports Composite... Detroit News Blue Chip List as a senior... Detroit Free Press High 
School Dream Team as a senior. 


Jon Runyan Jr. OT 64 276 O00 Philadelphia, PA St Joseph's 
Ranked No. 122 Offensive Tackle and the No. 27 ranked player in Pennsylvania according to 
the 247Sports Composite...son of former Michigan offensive lineman and NFL Pro Bowler 
Jon Runyan. ..first-team all-state selection. 


Nolan Ulizio OT 66 20 O00 West Chester, OH Lakota West 
Ranked No. 137 Offensive Tackle and the No. 58 ranked player in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite... Fall Prep All-Star...second-team All-District by the Cincinnati 
Enquirer. 

Kelth Washington AH 62 15 OOO Prattville, AL Prattville 
Ranked No. 77 Athlete and the No. 120 ranked player in Alabama according to the 247Sports 
Composite...chose Michigan over TCU and North Carolina. 


Tyrone Wheatley Jr. T. 66 200 OO00  Buflalo, NY Canisius 
Ranked No. 313 nationally, ranked No. 12 Tight End and the No. 1 ranked player in New York 


according to the 247Sports Composite...earned all-area...chose Michigan over UCLA and 
USC. 
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PLAYER PROFILE) 


Peppers Ready to Pop in Michigan Secondary 


season with more expectations than 
any true freshman at the school in 
recent memory. 

The nation’s top-ranked corner and No. 2 
overall prospect, Peppers was slated to be a 
starter in the defensive backfield when the 
year began, but he suffered an ankle injury 
midway through the first half of the season 
opener. A month later, he was done for the 
year due to a knee injury, and frustration 
began to creep in. 

“| definitely had to grow up a lot,” 
Peppers said this spring. 

“No one’s going to feel sorry for you 
(when you're hurt). | got hurt, so what? 
| have to be a great teammate and help the 
guys in any way | can. It was about matur- 
ing (last year). | had to sit back and take 
a minute and realize that this could all be 
taken away from me. 

“The thought of me not playing foot- 
ball never crossed my mind until | got 
hurt and couldn’t be out there with my 
brothers.” 

After playing in parts of just three 
games last season, Peppers was granted 
a medical redshirt this offseason and will 
get a fresh start with Jim Harbaugh and 
the Wolverines in 2015 — at a new posi- 
tion as well. 

Defensive coordinator D.J. Durkin 
moved Peppers from corner to safety this 
spring — at Peppers’ request. The 6-1, 
205-pounder is Michigan’s best defen- 
sive athlete, and his role will be multi- 
faceted. He'll support against the run. 
He’ll organize the back end. He'll cover 
receivers in the slot. He’ll be a presence 
over the middle. 

“| can have an impact on the game just 
by playing a lot of positions and with the 
enthusiasm | bring,” Peppers said. “I try 
my best to get the best out of the guys 
around me. ... Not letting guys accept me- 
diocrity.” 

The coaching staff was immediately im- 
pressed with Peppers’ athleticism and en- 


J abrill Peppers arrived at Michigan last 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-foothall/big-ten/michigan 


JABRILL PEPPERS 


ergy in spring camp. A number of the staff's 
new coaches — including Durkin — were : 
familiar with Peppers from the recruiting : 
trail years ago. Others didn’t have as much : 
prior knowledge, but didn’t take long to fig- : 
ure it out. 

New safeties coach Greg Jackson — 
who played 12 years in the NFL — said : 
Peppers’ energy and approach to the game : 
reminds him of Rodney Harrison. As for Har- 
baugh? He says Peppers is a worker, plain : 
and simple. : 

“He wants to keep getting better and bet- : 
ter,” Harbaugh said. “You start to fall in love : 
with guys like that.” 


: Had his best season in 
? college a year ago with 
? 102 tackles, and devel- 
oped into a leader 

: throughout the process. 
? ... A possible team 
captain, Bolden remained consistent despite 
: the constant turmoil the team went through 

; a year ago, and should provide a steady hand 
in the middle of what should be a stout 

? defense. ... Made a career-high 14 tackles 

: vs. Maryland last season. 


: WR BRIAN COLE 

: The 6-2, 200-pound 

: freshman — and 

: Michigan's top-rated 
recruit — participated 


BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
LB JOE BOLDEN 


: EMERGING STAR 
: DB JABRILL PEPPERS 


: He might actually turn 
? out to be the team’s 
most valuable player 
: when it's all said and 
? done. ... He's barely 
played at Michigan, but his 

? athleticism is on a different level than every 

: other player on the roster — offensively or 

: defensively. ... Has the ability to play safety 

? and corner. Can play in the box, blitz and 

; return kicks. ... Michigan also hasn’t ruled out 
trying his hand on offense. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


in spring practice and got 
a head start at 

a position where plenty of help is needed. ... 
Cole was rated the No. 5 “athlete” recruit in 


: the country by 247Sports, as he played run- 


ning back, receiver, quarterback and defensive 


: back in high school. ... Was rated the No. 74 
: overall prospect in the nation by the 
? 247Sports Composite. 


2 Photos courtesy of Michigan Athletics, 
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CENTRAL 


Recort: 7-6 


CHIPPEWAS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Mount Pleasant, Mich. 

COACH: John Bonamego: At Central Michigan and overall: 
1st year 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Morris Watts 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Greg Colby 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2009 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2013 
RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 5 offense, 5 defense, kicker, 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Cooper Rush, RB Devon Spalding, 
RB Saylor Lavallii, WR Jesse Kroll, DL Joe Ostman, 
DL Blake Serpa, S Tony Annese, S Kavon Frazier 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Rush is heading into his third year 
as the starting quarterback. He started as a redshirt fresh- 
man but made great strides last season as a sophomore, 
capping off the year with a 28-for-45 performance in the 
Bahamas Bowl, throwing for 493 yards and seven TDs. He's 
always been a gifted thrower; now he has the experience to 
be a gifted quarterback. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: WR Titus Davis and RB Thomas 
Rawls were some of the best playmakers in the conference, 
and their departure leaves sizeable voids. Spalding earned 
time in the backfield as a true freshman last year, while Kroll 
proved to be an admirable possession receiver. Can they be 
“the guy?” CMU also needs to find a replacement at lineback- 
er for tackling machine Justin Cherocci, who graduated. 


OFFENSE 

Cooper Rush had one of the most prolific passing 
days in NCAA history during the Bahamas Bowl, 
tying the record for touchdown passes in a game with 
seven. He completed 28 of 45 passes for 493 yards, 
nearly leading Central Michigan back from a 35-point 
deficit before losing by a point going for two. 

Rush is back. His best playmakers are not. 

That includes Titus Davis, the only wide receiver 
in NCAA history to record at least eight touchdown 
receptions in four different seasons; he left holding 
school records for career touchdown receptions (37) 
and receiving yards (3,705). Former Michigan transfer 
Thomas Rawls, who set the nation on fire through the 
first six weeks of the season is gone, too. 

Jesse Kroll was a possession receiver last year, but 
he returns as the most experienced pass catcher. 

Saylor Lavallii has been a consistent contributor and 
spot starter in the backfield over the last three seasons, 
and Devon Spalding earned more time as his freshman 
season went along last year, even earning a couple starts. 

CMU returns three starters along the line,including 
one of the nation’s best centers in Nick Beamish, who 
will be a four-year starter. Connor Collins started as a 
redshirt freshman before losing his job to Kenny Rogers 
last season. He has a chance to move into the left guard 
spot vacated by longtime standout Andy Phillips. 


DEFENSE 


Defensive ends Joe Ostman and Blake Serpa and 
tackle Jabari Dean return as starters from a defense 
that was the top-ranked group in the MAC. Louis 
Palmer, Kelby Latta and Shafer Johnson all return 
with experience, as well. 

The same can be said for the secondary, where 
starter Tony Annese returns at safety, along with 
cornerback Brandon Greer. Annese was a third-team 
All-MAC selection last season. He tied Greer for the 
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COOPER RUSH 


y Steve Beyer 


“We want to be fast and take advantage 
of every minute, every second that we 
have out there.” 

— John Bonamego 


team lead with three interceptions, in addition to his 
74 tackles, which ranked second on the squad. 

Safety Kavon Frazier has some starting experience, 
as well. 

The weakness comes in the linebacker corps where 
both starters graduated. CMU relied on its lineback- 
ers to be volume tacklers in the 4-2-5 system under 
former coach Dan Enos. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kicker Brian Eavey, punter Ron Coluzzi and long-snap- 
per Mike Zenk are all returning. Eavey was 8 of g on field 
goal attempts as a redshirt freshman last season, with a 
long of 43 yards. Coluzzi averaged 37.6 yards a punt. 


OVERVIEW 


The Chippewas have some nice pieces, but much 
will depend on how quickly they can adapt to new 
coach John Bonamego’s systems, and the learning 
curve is steep with Oklahoma State coming to Mount 
Pleasant for the season opener. The non-conference 
schedule also features Syracuse and Michigan 
State. The transition was made smoother because 
Bonamego, a long-time NFL assistant, retained most 
of the previous staff, but it’s hard to know what to 
expect in his first head-coaching job. 

— Cory Butzin 


TOP NEWCOMER 


LB Malik Fountain: The redshirt freshman had a 
strong spring, capped by an interception in the spring 
game. The Chippewas are in need of play-making 
linebackers, and Fountain had 32 career tackles for 
loss at Rich Central High outside of Chicago. 


Stadium: Kelly/Shurts Stadium (30,255) 


MICHIGAN | CHIPPEWAS 


2015 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB 10 | Cooper Rush® 6-3 220 Jr. 
RB 25 | Devon Spalding 5-11 206 So. 
FB 40 | Joe Bacci 6-1 246 Jr. 
WR 88 | Jesse Kroll* 6-3 212 Sr. 
WR 80 | Anthony Rice 6-0 178 Jr. 
TE 89 | Ben McCord 6-4 238 Sr. 
LT 77 | Ramadan Ahmeti* 6-7 296 Sr. 
LG 63 | Connor Collins 6-3 300 Jr. 
C 54 | Nick Beamish* 6-3 310 Sr. 
RG 75 | Kenny Rogers*® 6-6 295 Sr. 
RT 74 | Derek Edwards 6-5 303 So. 
DEFENSE 

DE 45 | Joe Ostman® 6-3 248 Jr. 
NT 95 | Shafer Johnson 6-1 343 Jr. 
DT 52 | Jabari Dean* 6-2 283 Jr. 
DE 2 | Blake Serpa® 6-3 254 Sr. 
LB 43 | Tim Hamilton 6-1 240 Sr. 
LB 32 | Jeff Perry 6-2 232 So. 
LB 31 | Malik Fountain 6-2 228 Fr. 
CB 16 | Stefon Armstead S-10 178 Sr. 
CB 4 | Brandon Greer® 6-1 200 Sr. 
s 5 | Kavon Frazier 6-0 222 Sr. 
S 18 | Tony Annese* 6-1 203 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 986 | Brian Eavey® 6-2 195 So. 
P 17 | RonColuzzi* 5-11 182 Jr. 
*Returning starters in Bold 


2015 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 12 
Sept.19 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 24 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 10 
Nov. 18 
Nov. 27 


OKLAHOMA STATE 
MONMOUTH (NJ) 

at Syracuse 

at Michigan State 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Western Michigan 
BUFFALO 

at Ball State 

at Akron 

TOLEDO 

at Kent State 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 


2014 RESULTS 


w CHATTANOOGA 20-16 
Ww at Purdue 38-17 
L SYRACUSE 3-40 
L at Kansas 10-24 
L at Toledo 28-42 
w OHIO 28-10 
Ww at Northern Illinois 34-17 
L BALL STATE 29-32 
Ww at Buffalo 20-14 
Ww at Eastern Michigan 38-7 
Ww MIAMI (OH) 34-27 
L WESTERN MICHIGAN 20-32 
L vs. Western Kentucky 48-49 
2014 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 26.9 79 
Rushing 155.2 74 
Passing 242.8 52 
Total 398.1 67 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 25.2 T-45 
Rushing 122.9 21 
Passing 232.5 73 
Total 355.5 29 
TOMARGIN PER GAME RANK 
-5 - 0.38 T-95 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 123 


fe 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Dave Warner, Jim Bollman 


GOALS ARE CLEAR — PLAYOFFS AND CHAMPIONSHIPS 


the final spring scrimmage, Michigan 
State coach Mark Dantonio declared his 
team “game ready.” 

“We could go out and play a game tomor- 
row,” he said. 

There is no cautious tempering of expecta- 
tions at MSU these days, especially not head- 
ing into this season. 

Coming off back-to-back national top-5 
finishes, the goals are clear and grandiose — 
beat Ohio State, win the Big Ten, get to the 
college football playoff. 

Anything less would leave a drab taste 
similar to the end of the 2014 regular season. 
This time, a dramatic Cotton Bowl win prob- 
ably wouldn’t be enough to perk up the fan 
base. 

Gone are the days when nine wins and a 
New Year’s Day date somewhere warm could 
satisfy this program. Those times died some- 
where during 53 wins in five seasons, includ- 
ing four straight bowl victories and two Big 
Ten championships. 

There is so little left that hasn’t been done. 

The question is whether a program built 
with a large chip on its shoulder can main- 
tain its edge now that there are fewer reasons 
to doubt and fewer underdogs in its recruit- 
ing classes. 

The loathed little school 60 miles down 
the road — one the Spartans have beaten six 
times in the last seven seasons — seems to be 
taking care of that. 

“All you have to do is read the paper, 
right?” Dantonio said, referring to the in- 
cessant coverage and hype surrounding Jim 
Harbaugh’s early days at rival Michigan. 

“I believe that it’s how you're built. We 
try to be built for the long haul here. We’re 
here to stay. And that’s got to be a mindset. 
And you don’t get there being happy with 
where you're at. You have to have some type 
of mindset where you're going to be chal- 
lenged. And I understand we’re going to be 
challenged.” 

The Wolverines may rise again, but for 
now, the Buckeyes are the barometer — a sea- 
son set to crescendo to a Nov. 21 date in Co- 
lumbus, where the Spartans’ Big Ten title and 
playoff hopes are likely to be determined. 


[: the middle of April, two weeks before 
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MICHIGAN STATE 


PARTANS 


For more coverage of the Spartans, visit michiganstate.247Sports.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Harlon Barnett, Mike Tressel 


With 12 seniors slated among the starting 
22, built to last or not, this might be the year 
for MSU to realistically reach even further. 

“We've got a lot guys who have come 
back,” junior tight end Josiah Price said. 
“We've got chemistry together. And so when 
you have the core front seven on both sides 
of the ball intact that makes you feel pretty 
comfortable, like you’re game-ready. Because 
that’s where you win games, in the trenches.” 


OFFENSE 


For a unit that two years ago faced doubts 
at almost every position, there are very few 
real concerns. 

Quarterback Connor Cook returns for his 
third season as the starter — having been a 
second-team All-Big Ten selection in each 
of his first two go-rounds — along with the 
most prominent members of the offensive 
line, and several proven pass-catching tar- 
gets. 

The position in question is running back, 
where Jeremy Langford and his more than 
2,900 yards the last two seasons has moved 
on to the NFL. This is more about wondering 
than worrying. Four backs are expected to be 
in competition: Sophomore Gerald Holmes, 
redshirt freshman Madre London, true fresh- 
man LJ Scott and junior Delton Williams, 
who was suspended in the spring. 

The bruising Williams has modest experi- 
ence. The others have a combined 15 career 
carries, all from Holmes. All four arrived with 
a fair amount of hype, none more so than 
Scott, who spurned home-state Ohio State for 
the Spartans. 

Who sees the most carries will probably 
be determined by who best protects MSU’s 
most important asset — Cook. The Spartans’ 
senior quarterback chose to put the NFL on 
hold a year after throwing for 6,063 yards, 47 
touchdowns and 15 interceptions during his 
sophomore and junior seasons. 

There is another level still for Cook to 
reach. He was outplayed by the opposing 
quarterback in two games last year — at Or- 
egon and against Ohio State, the two teams 
that played for the national championship, 
and MSU’s only two losses. 

The Spartans have to replace leading 


STADIUM: Spartan Stadium: 75,005 


Date 


Opponent 


Sept.4 at Western Michigan 
Sept. 12 OREGON 
Sept. 19 AIR FORCE 
Sept. 26 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Oct. 3 PURDUE 

Oct. 10 at Rutgers 

Oct. 17 at Michigan 
Oct. 24 INDIANA 

Nov. 7 at Nebraska 
Nov. 14 MARYLAND 
Nov. 21 at Ohio State 
Nov. 28 PENN STATE 


RESULTS 


Ww 
L 

WwW 
WwW 
Ww 
WwW 
Ww 
W 
L 

W 
WwW 
WwW 


WwW 


JACKSONVILLE STATE 
at Oregon 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
WYOMING 
NEBRASKA 
at Purdue 
at Indiana 
MICHIGAN 
OHIO STATE 
at Maryland 
RUTGERS 
at Penn State 
Cotton Bowl Classic 
vs. Baylor 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


*» oo 0 


annem & 


SCHEDULE 


14 Record 


8-5 
13-2 
10-3 

7-6 

3-9 

8-5 

5-7 

4-8 

9-4 

7-6 
14-1 

7-6 


45-7 
27-46 
73-14 
56-14 
27-22 
45-31 
56-17 
35-11 
37-49 
37-15 

45-3 
34-10 


42-41 


so 9 100 


www.lindyssports.com 2015 


AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 


East Lansing, Mich. 


2014: 


11-2, 7-1 Big Ten (2nd, East) 


COACH: 

Mark Dantonio — At Michigan State: 
75-31, 8 years; overall: 93-48, 

11 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


13; 6 offense, 6 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Connor Cook, WR Aaron Burbridge, 
C Jack Allen, TE Josiah Price, OT Jack 
Conklin, DE Shilique Calhoun, 

DE Lawrence Thomas, LB Ed Davis, 

S Montae Nicholson 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


The Spartans should be strong in the 
trenches, returning heralded talent up 
front on both sides. Perhaps most 
notably, Cook is under center for a 
third season after leading MSU to two 
straight top-5 finishes and wins in the 
Rose and Cotton bowls. Price, 
Burbridge and Macgarrett Kings Jr. 
headline a deep group of capable 
targets for Cook. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


MSU’s vaunted defense is effective in 
large part by relying on its cornerbacks 
to be left alone in press coverage. 
That’s easier when those corners 
include first-round NFL draft picks 
Darqueze Dennard (Bengals) and/or 
Trae Waynes (Vikings). The job falls this 
season to a bevy of less-renowned 
players, though some with a fair 
amount of experience. 


KEY LOSSES: 


RB Jeremy Langford, WR Tony Lippett, 
DE Marcus Rush, CB Trae Waynes, 
S Kurtis Drummond, P Mike Sadler 


OVERVIEW: 


Michigan State’s season could again 
come down to a late-season matchup 
with Ohio State, this time on Nov. 21 in 
Columbus. The Spartans host Oregon 
early, as well. This is an MSU program 
with a step left to take — the College 
Football Playoff. With Cook and Calhoun 
headlining a large senior class, this 
might be the Spartans’ best chance. 


KEY NUMBER: 

9 Consecutive seasons with a bow! 
game for Michigan State, tied for the 
13th-longest streak in the country. 


SHILIQUE CALHOUN 


receiver Tony Lippett, but they’re hoping 
one of two seniors, Aaron Burbridge (29 
catches, 358 yards in 2014) or Macgarrett 
Kings Jr. (29 for 404) can become the go- 
to guy. Behind Burbridge and Kings are a 
number of capable targets competing for 
larger roles. 

MSU’s diverse passing game also features 
junior tight ends Josiah Price and Jamal 
Lyles. Price’s chemistry with Cook helped 
him emerge with 26 catches and six touch- 
downs last season. Lyles is a tantalizing tal- 
ent with a prototypical build who appears 
to have finally figured out the position af- 
ter a switch from defensive end two years 
ago. 

Cook might have had a more difficult 
time deciding whether to return if not for 
all the proven mass up front returning to 
protect him. That begins with junior left 
tackle Jack Conklin, a projected first-round 
NFL draft pick next year. 

“Having a guy like Jack Conklin protect- 
ing your backside is awesome,” Cook said. 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR, 
Connor Cook* 
Gerald Holmes 
Aaron Burbridge 
Macgarrett Kings Jr. 
RJ. Shelton 
Josiah Price* 
Jack Conklin* 
Brian Allen 
Jack Allen* 
Donavon Clark* 
Kodi Kieler* 
Michael Geiger* 


COMMENT 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Heisman Trophy candidate enters third season as starter. 
Among several vying to replace Jeremy Langford. 

A big-time talent, most likely to become go-to target. 
Production dipped to 29 catches last year after 43 in 2013. 
Has twice as many carries as catches in two seasons. 
Caught 26 passes, including six touchdowns in 2014. 
Former walk-on projected as first-round pick next year. 
Moves into full-time role after part-time duty as true frosh. 
First-team All-Big Ten center is a fourth-year starter. 
Started all 13 games in 2014, eight at right guard. 

Made eight starts at right tackle last season. 

Missed eight FGs last season after missing only one in ‘13. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Damion Terry, So. 
Madre London, Fr. 

AJ Troup, Sr. 
DeAnthony Ameit, Sr. 
Monty Madaris, Jr. 
Jamal Lyles, Jr. 
Dennis Finley, So. 
Benny McGowan, Jr. 
Brian Allen, So. 
Brandon Clemons, Sr. 
Miguel Machado, Jr. 
Kevin Cronin, Jr. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER 

Shilique Calhoun* 
Joe! Heath* 
Malik McDowell 
Lawrence Thomas* 
Darien Harris* 
Riley Bullough 
Ed Davis* 
Demetrious Cox 
Arjen Colquhoun 
Montae Nicholson 
RJ Williamson* 
Jake Hartbarger 

*Returning Starter in Bold 


. COMMENT 


All-American senior center Jack Allen 
is the anchor and attitude of a unit with 
88 combined career starts. The most inex- 
perienced player is Allen’s brother, Brian, 
a sophomore sandwiched at left guard be- 
tween the two Jacks. 


DEFENSE 


For the first time under Dantonio, the 
defense will be directed by someone oth- 
er than Pat Narduzzi, who left to take the 
head coaching job at Pitt. 

Dantonio promoted secondary coach 
Harlon Barnett and_linebackers/special 
teams coach Mike Tressel to co-coordina- 
tors — following the model he forged suc- 
cessfully on offense with Dave Warner and 
Jim Bollman. 

“It allows for continuity with all of our 
position coaches returning,” Dantonio said. 
“Coach Barnett and Coach Tressel work very 
well together and have been on the same 
staff for 11 years. There's a lot of confidence 
on the defensive side of the ball.” 


Two-time All-American surprisingly returned as a senior. 
Started 12 of 13 games at defensive tackle last season. 
Freshman All-American seems ready for breakout season. 
Behemoth athlete moves back outside to replace Marcus Rush. 
Career-best 48 tackles and 11 starts as a junior. 

Next in line from Bullough family to run the Spartan defense. 
Stellar talent should get recognition he deserves this season. 
Can play safety, too; Dantonio says he must be on the field. 
Fifth-year player emerged as starter during spring. 

Fast-rising star with exceptional closing speed. 

Natural leader knows he needs to be more assignment-sound. 
Replaces four-year starter and standout Mike Sadler. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Demetrius Cooper, So. 
Lawrence Thomas, Sr. 
Damon Knox, Sr. 

Montez Sweat, Fr. 

Jalyn Powell, So. 

Jon Reschke, So. 

Chris Frey, So. 

Jermaine Edmondson, Jr. 
Jermaine Edmondson, Jr. 
Demetrious Cox, Jr. 
Demetrious Cox, Jr. 
Michael Geiger, Jr. 


MSU’s front seven has a chance to be 
ferocious, with All-American defensive 
end Shilique Calhoun alongside athletic 
behemoths Lawrence Thomas and Malik 
McDowell, in front of linebackers Ed Davis 
and Riley Bullough. Bullough is the young- 
er brother of former captain Max Bullough 
and appears to be a better fit in the middle 
than one-year stopgap Taiwan Jones. 

Calhoun, who like Cook spurned the 
NFL for another year in East Lansing, is a 
two-time second-team All-American who 
was more disruptive as a sophomore than 
last season. Davis, overshadowed early in 
his career, could become a household name 
in the Big Ten this season. 

“We've got lot of guys who've played 
a lot of football for us in the front seven 
and it shows,” Dantonio said. “It shows on 
their fits. It shows how they run to the ball. 
It shows how they push each other and 
lead each other. “ 

The questions are in the back end, where 
MSU is replacing a first-round NFL draft 
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Connor Cook, QB, Senior 

NDS Rank: No. 1 QB in 2016 class 

“He comes from a pro-style offense. He’s a big, well-built player, but he has some agility, 
which you see on rollouts. He has the arm strength, so he can make all the necessary NFL 
throws. He has quick eyes. He does kind of panic at times, though. It seems like he’s in 
control, and then he gets a little bit frenetic. Too many times he throws off-balance. He has 
a first-round look, but he needs to calm down a little bit.” 


Shilique Calhoun, DE, Senior 

NDS Rank: No. 2 DE in 2016 class 

“He’s a momentum rusher. Once he gets his motor running, he’s tough to stop. He is at his 
best when he uses his length, but he only sometimes uses his power enough. He needs to 
develop his hand use, so he can keep blockers guessing. I’m glad he came back for his 
senior year because there are still some things he can polish up. | think he would have been 


TOP 3 NFL PROSPECTS 


Jack Conklin, LT, Junior 
NDS Rank: No. 3 OT in 2017 class 


a borderline first-rounder if he had come out, but he can be a solid first-rounder.” 


“He has that chip-on-his-shoulder mentality and he won’t be out-worked. Scouts can clearly 
see a fit because he comes from a pro-style attack and is powerful and experienced.” 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


pick at cornerback for the second time in 
two seasons and the Big Ten’s Defensive 
Back of the Year at safety. 

At safety, the answers are fairly clear. 
Rapidly emerging sophomore Montae 
Nicholson and vocal senior RJ Williamson 
are expected to start. Williamson was part 
of several critical breakdowns last season 
— his first as a starter — and says he has 
a better understanding of the nuances of 
the defense. Nicholson’s eye-opening clos- 
ing speed helped him push Williamson for 
time last season as a true freshman. He’s 
the most likely star of this secondary. 

At corner, however, it’s unclear whether 
the Spartans can hold up at a position where 
failure ruins their defense. MSU lives and 
dies with press coverage, leaving its corners 
on islands. Trae Waynes and Darqueze Den- 
nard made it look easy. There might not be 
another first-round pick on the roster. 

At the end of spring practice, juniors 


2012 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 20.0 108 
Rushing 149.4 

Passing 209.9 85 
Total 59.3 95 


OFFENSE 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 


16.3 9 
98.6 8 
g 9 


4 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


+2 +0.15 50 +13 


2013 RANKINGS 


PER GAME 


PERGAME RANK 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


99 T-1 


Demetrious Cox, Jermaine Edmondson 
and senior Arjen Colquhoun were the 
front-runners at cornerback. 

“That's a very high ceiling that you have 
to reach,” Dantonio said. “That’s what we 
have to do to be able to play at this level.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Spartans aren’t as solid in the kick- 
ing game as they are in most other facets. 
Junior kicker Michael Geiger is coming off 
hip surgery and surprisingly struggled as a 
sophomore, making 14 of 22 field goal at- 
tempts after hitting 15 of 16 as a freshman. 
Junior Kevin Cronin is again expected to 
handle kickoffs. 

At punter, MSU turns to redshirt fresh- 
man Jake Hartbarger to replace four-year 
standout Mike Sadler. Hartbarger was rated 
among the top punters in the country com- 
ing out of high school in Ohio. 

“He’s got a great leg; he’s got great go 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 


n => 


RANK 


58 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 


60 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


+19 +£1.46 2 


DARIAN HICKS 


times; he just needs to be consistent,” Dan- 
tonio said. “You wait a year and he’s been 
redshirted, and now it’s his time. We’ve 
had a great track record here of great punt- 
ers, With Aaron Bates and then Mike Sadler, 
and he’ll follow in (those) footsteps.” 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


MSU’s schedule again appears to be 
bookended by Oregon (Sept. 12) and Ohio 
State (Nov. 21). The home date with the 
Ducks is a chance to jump to the top of the 
college football playoff discussion early, 
but a playoff berth almost certainly won't 
happen without victory in Columbus. 

This schedule has other potential pitfalls, 
however, including at Nebraska on Nov. 7. 
MSU also plays at Michigan and opens on 
a Friday night at Western Michigan, which 
won eight games last season. 

The game at Ohio State creates an in- 
teresting dynamic. MSU can probably lose 
somewhere else along the way and still 
reach the playoff, provided it wins in Co- 
lumbus. Yet, it likely also can go unbeaten 
through mid-November, only to find itself 
left out of the playoff and Big Ten champi- 
onship game should it fall to the Buckeyes. 

— Graham Couch 
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NOTEBOOK 


iam Riley Bullough has secured the start- 


ing middle linebacker job, following his brother 
Max, who captained the Spartans’ Rose Bowl 
run two years ago. 

In hindsight, given his lineage and natural 
leadership skills, this was almost a given for 
Riley, though he spent time at outside linebacker 
and running back early in his career. His younger 
brother Byron, a redshirt freshman, is one of his 
backups. 

Taiwan Jones played the position last season. 
He was an athletically imposing stopgap between 
Bullough eras — but he wasn’t a perfect fit. 

“The big thing as the MIKE, you're going to have 
to be a leader, guys are going to have to look to 
you and you're going to have to have an answer for 
everything if you're going to be a great defense,” 
Riley Bullough said. 

“That's just how it is. You’re looked at as the 
quarterback of the defense. | became a lot more 
vocal and | think that’s helping our defense as a 
whole.” 

The Bullough football tree at Michigan State also 
includes Riley's father Shane, his uncles Chuck and 
Bobby Morse, and his grandfather Hank. 

¢ lf Connor Cook were to suffer an injury, it’s un- 
clear to whom the Spartans would turn. His backups 
are junior Tyler O’Connor and sophomore Damion 
Terry. 

Terry is the more heralded prospect, but 
O'Connor was thought to be the No. 2 until the 
spring game. Terry missed the game with an in- 
jury, but O’Connor might have hurt himself more 
— completing 6 of 16 passes and throwing an in- 
terception, albeit with mostly a second-unit offen- 
sive line in front of him against MSU's first-team 
pass rush. 

After three years of unfulfilled expectations, 
senior receiver DeAnthony Arnett might finally be 
in the mix this fall. The former four-star recruit and 
Tennessee transfer caught five passes for 51 yards 
in the spring game, one less catch than he has in 
his entire career. 

“We've sort of been waiting for him to take off, 
so 2015 might be that time,” coach Mark Dan- 
tonio said. 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


“Much like Ohio State, Michigan State is separating 
itself from the rest of the conference because of its 
talent in the lines and at quarterback. This very likely 
will be the best offensive line in Mark Dantonio’s nine 
years. They're very talented and deep up front on both 
offense and defense. 

“It’s not going to be easy to replace Jeremy 
Langford at running back. The day | was there, 
| thought Madre London looked very good, and 
| thought he looked good in the spring game. And they 
have a very good quarterback in Connor Cook. 

“The biggest questions for Michigan State are who 
replaces Langford, and there's a change in the defen- 
sive staff with Harlon Barnett and Mike Tressel taking 
over as co-defensive coordinators.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 


SPARTANS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterbacks 


Wt Hometown 75 BennyMcGowan OG 6-3 316 Centerville, OH 


Jr. 
22 Paul Andrie QB 6-2 188 Jr. Valparaiso, IN 66 Jack Allen C 62 25 Ss. Hinsdale, IL 
18 Connor Cook QB 6-4 220 Sr. Hinckley, OH 58 Devyn Salmon C 61 313° So. Plant City, FL 
11 ‘Colar Kuhns 0B 61 209 F, Gaithersburg, MD Defensive Linemen Ht Hometown 
222 bt. 51 _DillonAlexander DL 6-3 237 Fr. Forsyth, GA 
230 So. $2 Joel Heath — DL 66 296 Sr. Cincinnati, OH 
Sr. 93 DamonKnox DL 65 260 Sr Muskegon 
Wt 4 MalikMcDowell DL 6-6 285 So. Detroit 
56 Enoch SmithJr DL 62 262 Fr. Chicago, IL 
8 LawrenceThomas DL 6-4 300 Sr. Detroit 
59 David Beedle OT 65 315 Fr. Clarkston 
Spa, h 72_ Craig Evans OT 6-2 328 Fr. Sun Prairie, WI 
47_ David Fennell FB 6-2 305 Portland, OR $1 Robert Bowers DE 64 235 Fr. Columbus, OH 
40 Collin Lucas FB 6-0 «235 Avon Lake, OH 89 Shilique Calhoun DE 6-5 250 Sr. Middletown, NJ 
37_Trevon Pendleton FB 6-0 250 Lucasville, OH $8 Demetrius Cooper DE 6-5 245 So. Chicago, IL 
85 Evan Jones DE 6-5 252 Jr West Lafayette, OH 
94 Montez Sweat DE 6-6 239 Fr Stone Mountain, GA 


5 _DeAnthonyAmett WR 5-11 182 Saginaw wt. Yr. Hometown 
87 Tres Barksdale WR 6-2 197 Solon, OH 38 Byron Bullough LB OG-1 «230 “Fr. Traverse City 

B62 230 Jr Traverse City 
30 KyleGuster = WR 5-9 185 Freeland 43 Ed Davis 1B 63 233 Se Detroit 
17 TreyKilgore = WR 6-1 187 Cincinnati, OH 23 Chris Frey LB 6-2 226 So. _Upper Arlington, OH 
85 Macgarrett Kings Jr. WR 5-10 185 Fort Lauderdale, FL 31 TJ. Harrell LB/RB 6-1 210 Fr Tampa, FL 
86 MattMacksood WR 5-11 195 Lansing 50_Sean Harrington LB 6-3 205 So. Commerce Township 
88 Monty Madaris WR 6-1 198 Cincinnati, OH 45 DarienHarris =» LBS 220 Sr, Silver Spring, MD 
34 Brock Makaric WR 6-2 197 Saginaw 49.‘ Shane Jones _ LB 6-1 228 So. Cincinnati, OH 
12 R.J. Shelton WR 5-11 200 Beaver Dam, WI 33_JonReschke = «LB 6-2 230 So. Sterling Heights 
21 Andre Sims Jr. WR 5-9 190 Snellville, GA 17 TyriqThompson LB 6-1 228 Fr. _ Detroit 


Wyandotte 18 Michael Topolinski LB 6-0 199 Sr. Richmond Hill, Ontario 


So. 
Fr 
Fr 
Sr 
rT 
Fr 
Sr. 
Yi 
So 
Sr. 
WR Jt 
16 Aaron Burbridge WR 6-1 208 Sr. _FarmingtonHills 30 Riley Bullough 
Fr 
So 
Sr 
Jt 
J 
So 
Jr 
Sr 
Fr 
Sr. 
So 


Jt. 

Fr 

So. So. 
Fr 36 ArjenColquhoun CB 6-1 197 Sr. Windsor, Ontario 
Sr. 13 Vayante Copeland CB 6-0 200 Fr Dayton, OH 
J. 39. Jermaine Edmondson CB 6-0 181 J Canton, OH 
Jr. 2 _ Darian Hicks CB 5-10 178 J —_—_—Solon, OH 
5 Fr. 32. Nick Tompkins CB 5-9 180 Jr _—_—_—_—Sneliville, GA 
os. H Yr. 21 Justin Williams CB 6-0 176 So. _—Port St. Lucie, FL_ 
65 Brian Allen OL 62 306 So, Hinsdale, IL 14 Chris Laneaux S 5-11 209 Sr. Kalamazoo 
76 Donavon Clark OL 6-4 317 Sr. Cincinnati, OH 32 Zac Leimbach S 5-41 195 Jr Walled Lake 
73 Dennis Finley OL 6-6 305 So. Detroit 29 MarkMeyers SS 6-0 185 Jr. Toledo, OH 
71 Chase Gianacakos OL 6-6 300 Fr. St.Charles,IL_ 9 MontaeNicholson S 6-2 216 So, Monroeville, PA 
79 Kodi Kieler OL 6-6 310 Jr. Rockwood 35 JalynPowell | S 5-11 195 So. Warren, OH 
55 MiguelMachado OL 6-6 300 Jr. ___Miami,FL_ 26 RJWilliamson = S 6-0 214 Sr, Dayton, OH 
77 ‘Nick Padia OL 6-6 293 Fr. _ Berrien Springs f ] Hometown 
68 Jeremy Schram OL 6-4 302 Fr. White Lake 24 Kevin Cronin K 6-1 220 J Traverse City 
60 Casey Schreiner OL 6-3 320 Fr, Bethel Park, PA 4 MichaelGeiger K 5-8 188 Jr. Toledo, OH 
74 JackConklin = OT 6-6 317 J. = Plainwell 12_ Chris Triplett K 5-6 145 Fr, Oak Park 
69 Andrew Foster oT 6-6 200 Fr. Manasquan, NJ 25 JakeHartbarger P 6-4 205 Fr. Waterville, OH 
64 Brandon Clemons 0G 6-3 305 Sr. ___ Milford, PA 52. Taybor Pepper SN 6-5 230 Sr. ____ Saline" 
NAME GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
PASSING C. Cook 13° (149.4 «212-365 8 581 3214 24 «71 «(247.2 
D. Terry 5 102.1 12 «19 0 63.2 88 Bo Mitt 176 


1 
M. Kings 13 29° «404 «(13.9 1 50 314 
1 


RUSHING J.Langford 13 276 1565 43 1522 55 22 65 1174 
Hill 13 107, «644.22 G22 B 9 76 478 
D.Williams 13 54-326 «10 316 5.9 5 80 243 


DEF. LEADERS Tackles: K. Drummond 72, T. Jones 60, RJ Williamson 59 
: Tackles for loss: T. Jones 12.5, S. Calhoun 12.5, E. Davis 12 
Sacks: S. Calhoun 8, M. Rush 7.5, E. Davis 7 
Interceptions: K. Drummond 4, RJ Williamson 3, T. Waynes 3 
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LJ Scott 


ning back from this recruiting class in the country. Ranked as 
Scott was a four-year starter that rushed for 2,819 yards and 


38 touchdowns as a senior. Scott is an every-down back that 
can also catch the football. 


Felton Davis Ill 


The 6-3, 175-pound receiver out of Richmond (Va.) Highland 
\ Springs is destined for a big career in East Lansing beginning 


ety of ways. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


had 22 tackles for loss and eight sacks as a senior. 


Hometown School 


Justice Alexander WOE 66 26 O00 Macedonia, OH Nordonia 
Ranked No. 44 Weakside Defensive End and the No. 39 ranked player in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite...Associated Press Division Il All-Ohio first team...Named to Cleveland. 
com and Akron Beacon Journal All-Star Teams. 


Josh Butler CB 511 17% OOOO  Mesnuite, 1X West Mesquite 
Ranked No. 31 Cornerback and the No. 46 ranked player in Texas according to the 247Sports 
Composite...12-5A all-district first team as a Kick returner in 2014...Chose Michigan State 
lover Texas A&M and Boise State. 


Cole Chewins Tt 67 26 O00 Clarkston Clarkston 
Ranked No. 61 Tight End and the No. 29 ranked player in Michigan according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Led Clarkston (Michigan) High School to back-to-back Division 1 state champion- 
ships...Earned All-Metro North honors from The Detroit News in 2014...All-county and all- 
conference as a senior. 


Felton Davis lll WR 63 17% OOO Highland Springs, VA Highland Springs 
Ranked No. 56 Wide Receiver and the No, 18 ranked player in Virginia according to the 
247Sports Composite...Two-time first-team all-conference...First-team All-Capital District 
honors in 2013...All-Metro honors in both the 110 hurdles and 300 hurdles as a junior. 


David Dowell $ 61 10 O6O00 Lakewood, OH St. Edward 
Ranked No. 18 Safety and the No. 15 ranked player in Ohio according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Cleveland.com Second-Team All-Star selection...Chose Michigan State over 
Kentucky. 


Andrew Dowell RB O61 211 ooo Lakewood, OH St. Edward 
Ranked No. 29 Running Back and the No. 17 ranked player in Ohio according to the 247Sports 


Composite...The Associated Press Division | All-Ohio first team...Cleveland.com All-Star 
Team...National Football Foundation Scholar-Athlete. 


Kaleel Gaines WR HW 15 O00 Frostproot, FL Frostprool 
Ranked No. 90 Wide Receiver and the No. 96 ranked player in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..AP Class 3A all-state first-team selection...Chose Michigan State over 
Auburn. 


Tyler Highy oT 4 26 OOO Houston, TX The Kinkaid School 
Ranked No. 66 Offensive Tackle and the No. 77 ranked player in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite...All-Greater Houston Private High School Outstanding Lineman of the 
Year in 2014 by the Touchdown Club of Houston, ..Offensive Lineman of the Year by VYPE... 
Named to the Houston Area All-VYPE Team... Two-time All-Southwest Preparatory. 


Muti Hunt WR 66 25 O00 Salt Lake City, UT Taylorsville 
Ranked No. 37 Weakside Defensive End and the No. 8 ranked player in Utah according to the 
247Sports Composite...Second-team all-state selection as a senior by the Deseret News... 
Chose Michigan State over BYU, Washington State and Oregon. 


Brian Lewerke QB 63 180 OOO Phoenix, AZ Pinnacle 
Ranked No. 16 Pro-Style Quarterback and the No. 4 ranked player in Arizona according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Participated in the 2015 Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl.. Arizona 
Interscholastic Association (AIA) Division 1 all-state selection...2014 Division 1 All-Section 5 
Player of the Year.. Paradise Valley Unified School District Offensive Player of the Year. 


Noah Listermann o 67 23 ooo Cincinnati, OH Winton Woods 
Ranked No. 49 Offensive Tackle and the No. 22 ranked player in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named to The Associated Press Division II...All-Ohio first team as a 
senior...AP Southwest All-District first-team. 


When it's all said and done, the 6-2, 228-pound Hubbard (Ohio) 
High graduate has all the ability to be the most productive run- 


the No. 6 running back in the land by the 247Sports Composite, 


his freshman year. A Top247 recruit, Davis caught 37 passes for 
516 yards and six touchdowns in just eight games as a senior. 
He's a complete wide receiver that can hurt a defense in a vari- 


, Michigan State's defensive line is big, experienced and loaded 
this coming fall. With that being said, the Chicago (Ill.) DePaul 

College Prep four-star should be able to crack the rotation with 

‘his athletic ability. A gifted athlete, the 6-4, 280-pound Williams 


RECRUITING 2015 


Khari Willis 

While the other Midwest powers barely recruited the Jackson 
(Mich.) Lumen Christi standout, Michigan State made Willis 

a priority. A big-time athlete and outstanding high school run- 
ning back that will begin his Spartans career at safety, the 
6-0, 189-pound Willis was also a Division-! basketball recruit. 
Look for him to develop into a big-time player in the second- 
ary for Michigan State. 


SLEEPER 


Michigan State has a pretty balanced football team outside of a glaring need at 
receiver, where the Spartans will lose five following the season. U.S. Army All- 
American receiver Cameron Chambers has already given his pledge to head coach 
Mark Dantonio and his staff. 

— By Steve Wiltfong 


Committments 


2a7sronr= COMPOSITE 
0 5 16 0 


Average Stars 


Total Stars 68 


National Rank: 22 B10; 3 


Pos. Ht WL Stars Hometown School 


Drake Martinez OB 62 20 O09 Mission Viejo, CA Saddleback College 
Ranked No. 60 Junior College prospect nationally, ranked No. 4 Outside Linebacker and the 
No. 6 ranked player in California according to the 247Sports Composite... Orange County 
Register's all-county team and MVP of the Orange Coast League...Brother Taylor played 
quarterback at Nebraska from 2010-13...Signed with Nebraska out of high school. 


Grayson Miller OW 62 15 OOO Georgetown, KY Scott County 
Ranked No. 64 Outside Linebacker and the No. 6 ranked player in Kentucky according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Led Scott Co. to the Class 6-A state championship with a perfect 15-0 
record. ..John was a two-time first-team All-Big Ten safety at Michigan State in 1987-88. 


Cassius Peal OB 64 235 OOO Tempe, AZ Corona Del Sol 
Ranked No. 32 Outside Linebacker and the No. 3 ranked player in Arizona according to the 
247Sports Composite. ,.Helped Corona del Sol to three consecutive Arizona Division 1 basket- 
ball state titles...Chose Michigan State over Arizona State and UCLA. 


LJ Scott RB 6:2 228 @O600 — Hubbard, OH Hubbard 
Ranked No. 59 nationally, ranked No. 6 Running Back and the No. 2 ranked player in Ohio 
according to the 247Sports Composite...Finalist for Ohio's Mr. Football award, presented by 
The Associated Press, ..Selected AP Division Ill Co-Offensive Player of the Year.. AP Division III 
Northeast Inland All-District Offensive Player of the Year and Trumbull County Player of the Year. 


Tyson Smith C8 511 17% Ooo West Bloomfield SL Mary's 
Ranked No. 38 Cornerback and the No. 6 ranked player in Michigan according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Associated Press Division 3-4 all-state selection...Named to The Detroit News 
and MLive Dream Teams... Detroit News All-Metro North and All-Catholic...Led St. Mary's to 
2014 Division 3 state championship. 


Kyonta Stallworth 06 64 27% @O00  Detroh Detroit Martin Luther King 
Ranked No. 185 nationally, ranked No. 9 Offensive Guard and the No. 3 ranked player in 
Michigan according to the 247Sports Composite...Selected to The Detroit News All-Metro 
Detroit and Detroit Free Press All-Detroit Teams...Chose Michigan State over Alabama and 
Florida. 


Darrell Stewart An 60 170 OOO Houston, TX Aldine Nimitz 
Ranked No, 53 Athlete and the No. 87 ranked player in Texas according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Selected District 18-6A MVP as a senior...Named District 18-5A All-Purpose 
Player of the Year as a sophomore and junior. 


Tyrig Thompson OB 61 228 O00 Detroit Detroit Martin Luther King 
Ranked No. 27 Outside Linebacker and the No. 5 ranked player in Michigan according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named to Detroit Free Press and MLive Dream Teams...Michigan 
Associated Press Division 1-2 All-State selection...Chosen to The Detroit News All-Metro 
Detroit Team and Detroit Free Press All-Detroit Team...Enrolled in January 2015, 


Raequan Williams DT 64 20 O0O00 Chicago, IL Gordon Tech 
Ranked No. 208 nationally, ranked No. 18 Defensive Tackle and the No. 4 ranked player in 
Illinois according to the 247Sports Composite. .. Three-time All-Catholic League Red Division 
selection...First-team all-state honors from the Chicago Tribune and The News-Gazette... 
Named to the Chicago Sun-Times and ChicagoFootball.com’s all-area teams... .Presented the 
Tony Lawless Award as the Catholic League Red Division Player of the Year in 2014. 


Khari Willis A 6-0 189 OOO Jackson Lumen Christi 
Ranked No. 62 Athlete and the No. 11 ranked player in Michigan according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Finalist for the 2014 Michigan High Schoo! Player of the Year by 7he Ann Arbor 
News...Division 5-6 Player of the Year by The Associated Press...Named to The Detroit News 
Dream Team...Jackson Citizen Patriot Player of the Year. 


a  ———————— 
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PLAYER PROFILE 


Cook Aims to be Championship-Caliber QB 


: OB CONNOR COOK 
Three-year starter, twice 
: second team All-Big Ten. 
: ... Has thrown for 6,063 
yards, 47 touchdowns 

: and 15 interceptions in 

? the past two seasons, 
while leading MSU to a Big 

? Ten championship and Rose Bowl and Cotton 
? Bowl victories. ... 
for resiliency, pocket awareness and gunsling- 
: er mentality. ... 
7 : passing efficiency last season with a rating of 
: 149.4... 
: Oregon and Ohio State. 


onnor Cook still sometimes sounds 
Cr the sophomore who lost a very 
public quarterback competition. 

Two years later, even after hoisting Rose 
Bowl and Cotton Bowl trophies, and at 
roughly 20-1 preseason odds to win the 
Heisman Trophy, Cook has a simple goal for 
every practice. 

“| want to be the best quarterback 
in there,” he said, referring to competi- 
tion with backups Damion Terry and Tyler 
0’Connor, “lead my team to victory and lead 
my team down and score every single pe- 
riod we have.” 

It's the sort of rudimentary objective — 
perhaps laced with remnants of sophomore 
insecurities — one might not expect from 
a three-year starter projected to be taken 
early in next year’s NFL Draft. 

Cook’s legacy as the linchpin in MSU’s 
football rise is secure. There is, however, 
another step to take before the NFL. 

In the Spartans’ two losses last year — 
to Oregon and Ohio State, both teams again 
on this year’s schedule — they were beaten 
by a quarterback better than their defense. 

That's what separated MSU from the 
Buckeyes and Ducks — the two teams 
left standing in the national championship 
game. 

Oregon’s Marcus Mariota and Ohio 
State’s J.T. Barrett were, on those two oc- 
casions, more efficient and mistake-free 
than Cook. 

In each game, Cook passed for more 
yards and threw exactly 19 more times. 

Mariota and Barrett put together almost 
identical stat lines against the Spartans: 
16 or 17 completions, 26 or 28 attempts, 
around 300 yards, three touchdowns each, 
no interceptions, a defense on its heels and 
then defeated. 

MSU is hoping its senior QB is ready to 
do the same. 

“He’s got five years of calling the plays in 
the same concepts,” coach Mark Dantonio 
said. 

“That just allows you to get better and 


CONNER COOK 


better. He has command in the huddle. He 


knows where we’re supposed to line up. 
He can correct that. He knows how we’re 


there. 


“We've got a great opportunity with him 
: sons to former Spartan Le’Veon Bell, now the 
: Pittsburgh Steelers starting running back. ... 
: Rushed for 2,819 yards and 38 touchdowns 
? asa senior at Hubbard (Ohio) High School. ... 
Chose Michigan State over Ohio State. 


— achampionship-type quarterback.” 
Cook’s ambitions begin more modestly. 
“| want to win each day,” he said. 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-football/big-ten/michigan-state 


The heralded recruit, 


: ranked among the top 
supposed to call the play. He knows all the : 


components that go with that. As long as : 
he's perfect (in those decisions), things are : 
going to go well. He’s got a great arm. He’s : 


got good ability to move in the end back : 
: Langford as MSU's primary ball-carrier. ... 


_ BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


Mobile 6-4 passer is known 


Finished 19th nationally in 


Passed for a combined 701 yards vs. 


: EMERGING STAR 
: DE LAWRENCE THOMAS 


: Four years after arriving as 
? five-star recruit, Thomas 

appears primed for 

? a mammoth season. ... 

: Moves back to end after 

starting all 13 games last 
: season at tackle, where he tallied 4.5 tackles 
: for loss and three sacks. ... 
starter Marcus Rush opposite Shilique 
/ = Calhoun. ... 
? 6-4, 300 pounds. ... 
defensive end, fullback and defensive tackle 
? in his career. 


: TOP NEWCOMER 


Replaces four-year 


He’s a freakish athlete, listed at 
Has played linebacker, 


RB LU SCOTT 


10 incoming running 
back prospects, enters 
a wide-open race to 
replace tailback Jeremy 


At 6-2, 228 pounds, Scott has drawn compari- 


= Photos courtesy of Michigan State Athletics. 
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MAC rank:13 Record: 2-10 


EAGLES at a GLANCE 


LOCATION; Ypsilanti, Mich. 

COACH: Chris Creighton — At Eastern Michigan: 2-10, 1 year; 
overall: 141-56, 18 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kalen DeBoer 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brad McCaslin 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1987 

LAST BOWL: 1987, California Bowl 

RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 4 offense, 7 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Reginald Bell, QB Brogan Roback, 
RB Darius Jackson, WR Dustin Creel, DE Pat O'Connor, 

DE Jeremiah Harris, LB Great Ibe, LB Ike Spearman 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Creighton has won at every spot 

in his long coaching career. A full offseason with his system 
in place, combined with some much-needed continuity, 

is a step in the right direction. Bell is a dangerous two-way 
threat, and his play should improve after an up-and-down 
freshman season. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Eagles are battling the 

stigma of being one of the worst FBS programs in the 
country over the last decade. A slow start is something 

to watch. The Eagles lack adequate experience on the offen- 
sive line, and their secondary could be susceptible 

to big plays. 


rvannenevenavananennentanansey 


OFFENSE 


Despite straying from his goal of a 50-50 balance 
between the run and pass in his first year, coach Chris 
Creighton might have the right mixture of experience, 
depth and talent to accomplish that goal this season. 

In 2014, the Eagles ran the ball 459 times and passed 
320 times, but the emergence of talented quarterback 
Reginald Bell Jr. played a factor in the increased em- 
phasis on running. Bell established himself in the final 
six games, finishing as the team’s leading rusher with 
562 yards. 

Bell, a sophomore, showed flashes of his big-play 
ability, both via the run and pass. He threw for 409 
yards and three touchdowns against Ball State, and 
finished with three 100-yard rushing games. 

His running, improved passing and better com- 
mand of the offense allowed him to beat out talented 
four-star recruit Brogan Roback in the spring. 

The Eagles have a surplus of quality running backs 
to take pressure of Bell. Senior Darius Jackson, fresh- 
man Shaq Vann and junior Juwan Lewis all figure to 
take on a more prominent role. 

The absence of a top-tier wide receiver is a problem, 
but a talented group, led by Dustin Creel, Cole Gard- 
ner, Kris Strange and Indiana transfer Kevin Davis, 
might be an adequate solution. 

The fate of the offense, though, could rest largely 
on a dangerously inexperienced offensive line. Three 
key starters have to be replaced, with a heavy burden 
being placed on underclassmen. 


The good news is that the Eagles return seven start- 
ers. The bad news is that the Eagles couldn’t stop any- 
body and rarely forced turnovers in 2014. Defensive 
end Pat O’Connor and tackle Jeremiah Harris and 
nose tackle Mike Brown are back, but depth along the 
defensive line is thin. 

Eastern Michigan should be solid at linebacker with 
Ike Spearman, the leading tackler in 2013, back after 
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MAC record: 1-7 (6th, West) 


REGINALD BELL Jr. 


Photo by Kin Klement-USA TODAY Sport 


“Despite our record, we have bonded 
as a team and they've accepted us and 
doing things our way.” 

— Chris Creighton 


missing all of last season with an injury. Senior Great 
Ibe is a solid player, while sophomore Derric Williams 
is a player to watch. The secondary has some poten- 
tial with cornerbacks DaQuan Pace, Ray Tillman and 
safety Jason Beck, though inexperience could be a 
problem. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kicker Dylan Mulder made the most of limited op- 
portunities, converting on 8 of 12 field goal attempts 
last season. Sophomore Austin Barnes was one of the 
bright spots, averaging 44.6 yards in 22 punts. Fresh- 
man Shaq Vann headlines the kick-return game. 


OVERVIEW 


Creighton is emphasizing the importance of conti- 
nuity in all three phases in hopes that it will translate 
to improved play on the held. The Eagles have a good 
grasp of Creighton’s values and his system, and they 
should benefit from a solid influx of redshirt freshmen 
to help with depth. Eastern Michigan has upgraded 
its talent at quarterback and running back, but the in- 
experience along the offensive line is dangerous for a 
program without a winning season since 1995. 

— Bob Narang 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Kevin Davis: After sitting out two of the past 
three seasons, the Indiana transfer is poised to make 
a difference at a position of need for the Eagles. Davis 
(5-11, 186) can help a depleted unit with his speed 
and play-making ability. 


Stadium: Rynearson Stadium (30,200) 


“j' EASTERN MICHIGAN | EAGLES 


2015 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB 10 | Reginald Bell Jr.* 6-3 187 So. 
RB 6 | Darius Jackson 6-0 216 Sr. 
WR 81 | Kevin Davis 5-11 186 Jr. 
WR 3 | Dustin Creel* 6-2 203 Sr. 
WR 68 | Kris Strange’ 5-11 182 Sr. 
TE 84 | Cole Gardner 6-5 252 Jr. 
LT 62 | Ka’John Armstrong 6-4 280 Fr. 
LG 57 | Jeremy Hickey 6-4 307 Fr. 
C S80 | Jake Hurcombe 6-1 295 Jr. 
RG 70 | Matt Thornton 6-4 301 Jr. 
RT 72 | Andrew Wylie* 6-6 312 Jr. 
DEFENSE 

DE 52 | Pat O'Connor® 6-4 257 Sr. 
DT 90 | Jeremiah Harris 6-5 243 So. 
NG 96 | Mike Brown® 6-2 280 Jr. 
LB 30 | Aaron Abbott 6-0 197 So. 
LB 43 | Anthony Zappone® 6-2 239 Jr. 
LB 10 | Great Ibe 6-0 213 Sr. 
LB 44 | Hunter Matt® 6-0 230 Sr. 
CB 31 | Ray Tillman 5-11 192 Sr. 
CB 33 | DaQuan Pace* 5-10 161 Jr. 
SS 35 | Brandon Bossard 6-2 206 So. 
FS 39 ! Jason Beck 6-1 197 So. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 38 | Dylan Mulder® 6-0 189 Sr. 
P 17 | Austin Barnes 5-11 207 So. 
*Returning starters in Bold 


2015 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 5 OLD DOMINION 
Sept. 12 at Wyoming 
Sept. 19 BALL STATE 
Sept. 26 ARMY 
Oct. 3 at LSU 
Oct. 10 AKRON 
Oct. 17 at Toledo 
Oct. 24 at Northern Illinois 
Oct. 29 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Nov. 7 at Miami (OH) 
Nov. 14 MASSACHUSETTS 
Nov. 27 at Central Michigan 
2014 RESULTS 
w MORGAN STATE 31-28 
L at Florida 0-65 
L at Old Dominion 3-17 
L at Michigan State 14-73 
L at Akron 6-31 
Ww BUFFALO 37-27 
L at Massachusetts 14-36 
L NORTHERN ILLINOIS 17-28 
L CENTRAL MICHIGAN 7-38 
L at Western Michigan 7-51 
L at Ball State 30-45 
L TOLEDO 16-52 
2014 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 15.2 123 
Rushing 137.8 96 
Passing 151.8 115 
Total 289.6 121 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 40.9 122 
Rushing 223,9 113 
Passing 274.8 116 
Total 498.8 18 
TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
-18 -15 124 
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MINNESOTA 


AA, GOLDEN GOP 


For more coverage of the Golden Gophers, visit minnesota.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Matt Limegrover 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tracy Claeys 


OPTIMISTIC GOPHERS HAVE HOLES TO FILL ON OFFENSE 


ight end Maxx Williams was one of 
Minnesota’s most dynamic offensive 
players in years. So much so that Wil- 
liams’ skills were deemed NFL worthy, and 
he turned pro after his redshirt sophomore 
season. 

Now comes the hard part for the Gophers: 
finding someone to replace Williams. 

None of the current crop of tight ends has 
the skills that Williams had. He showcased 
his athleticism in the Buffalo Wild Wings 
Citrus Bowl on Jan. 1, hurdling a pair of Mis- 
souri defenders en route to a touchdown. 
Those just added to Williams’ highlight reel 
of plays that emphasized how special he was 
for Minnesota. 

“Plays like that show he’s a first-rounder,” 
Gophers quarterback Mitch Leidner said of 
Williams’ touchdown in the bowl game. 

Well, he was a second-rounder, going to 
the Baltimore Ravens. He has a chance to be 
one of the best Gophers to play in the NFL in 
quite some time. 

“We're just fortunate enough that Maxx 
came here,” said tight ends coach Rob 
Reeves. “It was exciting just being able to be 
around a great player like Maxx and watch 
him help us take the program and move it 
forward.” 

That’s pretty much the theme for the Go- 
phers. Move it forward after an 8-5 season. 

Williams isn’t the only key contributor 
on offense that Minnesota needs to replace, 
though. 

Running back David.Cobb had one of the 
best seasons in Gophers history in 2014, 
rushing for a school-record 1,626- yards. 
Cobb's story was one of the better ones 
for Minnesota over the last few years. He 
emerged from third on the depth chart as 
a junior to a workhorse during his final two 
seasons. Cobb finished his Gophers career 
with 2,893 rushing yards, seventh-most in 
school history. 

Like Williams, Cobb is NFL-bound (an 
early fifth-round pick) and leaves Minne- 
sota searching for his heir apparent in the 
backfield. That competition appears to be 
senior Rodrick Williams’ to lose, though 
he’ll be pushed this fall by a bevy of other 
running backs. 


OFFENSE 


Regardless of the weapons he has at his 
disposal, this offense will hinge upon the 
success — or failure — of junior quarterback 
Mitch Leidner. 

Leidner was inconsistent in his first full 
season as the starting quarterback last year. 
Minnesota finished second-to-last in pass- 
ing in the Big Ten, averaging just 141.8 
yards per game through the air. The Go- 
phers’ offense was geared more toward 
the run, of course, but Leidner was still in 
the middle of the pack in terms of passing 
efficiency. 

For whatever it’s worth, Leidner had per- 
haps the best game of his career in the Cit- 
rus Bowl, matching Adam Weber's school 
record of 14 consecutive completions. Most 
of those throws were short passes, though, as 
the downfield threat remains lacking. Min- 
nesota hopes the installation of at least some 
hurry-up offense can help Leidner get into 
a rhythm easier in 2015S. 

“You can see with Mitch, the leader- 
ship he’s got, guys look at him. He’s the 
vocal guy out there,” Weber, now a gradu- 
ate assistant on the Gophers’ staff, said of 
Leidner. 

“I'm seeing him improve, which is awe- 
some. All these guys, it’s taking one little 
small baby step. It’s not going to be built up 
in a day. It’s a slow process building that base 
and going from there.” 

One of the most intriguing players on the 
offense could very well be redshirt freshman 
Jeff Jones. Heralded as one of the top recruits 
in the state of Minnesota two years ago, aca- 
demic issues prevented Jones from playing 
with the Gophers in 2014. 

With that straightened out, Jones took part 
in spring practices — and lined up as a slot 
receiver on a number of occasions. Though it 
doesn’t appear as if Jones will completely give 
up carrying the ball in the backfield, using 
him as a potential receiving threat is another 
way the Gophers hope to get the ball into the 
talented Jones’ hands. 

Minnesota is young at wide receiver but 
boasts a few promising redshirt freshmen 
who could make an impact. That includes 


STADIUM: TCF Bank Stadium: 50,000 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 14 Record 
Sept. 3 TCU 12-1 
Sept. 12 at Colorado State 10-3 
Sept. 19 KENT STATE 2-9 
Sept. 26 OHIO 6-6 
Oct. 3 at Northwestern 5-7 
Oct. 10 at Purdue 3-9 
Oct. 17 NEBRASKA 9-4 
Oct. 31 MICHIGAN 5-7 
Nov. 7 at Ohio State 14-1 
Nov. 14 at lowa 7-6 
Nov. 21 ILLINOIS 6-7 
Nov. 28 WISCONSIN 11-3 


RESULTS 


W EASTERN ILLINOIS 42-20 
W MIDDLE TENNESSEE 35-24 
L at TCU 7-30 
W SAN JOSE STATE 24-7 
W at Michigan 30-14 
W NORTHWESTERN 24-17 
WwW PURDUE 39-38 
jk at Illinois 24-28 
Ww IOWA 51-14 
L OHIO STATE 24-31 
Ww at Nebraska 28-24 
L at Wisconsin 24-34 
Citrus Bowl 
L vs. Missouri 17-33 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


» 0 W 


ann es © OD 0 MO 100 
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Minneapolis, Minn. 


8-5 overall, 5-3 Big Ten (T-2nd, West) 


any 


ae 
7 


Jerry Kill — At Minnesota: 25-26, 
4 years; overall: 152-99, 21 years 


re 7 offense, 8 defense, kicker, 
punter 


piavepe 
n 


QB Mite Leidner, RB/WR Jeff Jones, 
CB Eric Murray, TE Duke Anyanwu, 
S Damarius Travis, DE Theiren 


Cockran 


py 
WW 


A senior-led secondary will be stingy 
after Minnesota finished with the 
fourth-best pass defense in the Big 
Ten last season. Leidner should be 
more comfortable this season. 
Minnesota gets West rivals Nebraska 
and Wisconsin at home. 


siti 


Minnesota lost its two biggest 
weapons on offense — RB David 
Cobb and TE Maxx Williams — and 
needs an explosive threat to help 
Leidner. The Gophers get no break- 
in time; they open the season at 
home against TCU and then travel 
to Colorado State. 


RB David Cobb, TE Maxx Williams, 
LB Damien Wilson, S Cedric 
Thompson 


The Gophers lose only a few starters 
on each side of the ball, but they were 
key contributors. Finding a way to 
replace several NFL-caliber players 
won't be easy, but Minnesota believes 
it has enough depth to make up for it. 
The confidence continues to grow for 
the Gophers, who believe they can 
compete with the best in the Big Ten 
West. 


Number of Minnesota games in 
conference play that were decided 
by a touchdown or less last season. 


Cb 
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6-4 Isaiah Gentry, 6-3 Melvin Holland Jr. 
and 6-3 Desmond Gant. All three should 
see playing time behind senior KJ Maye 
and junior Drew Wolitarsky as the Go- 
phers hope to find a No. 1 target for 
Leidner. 

As Minnesota looks to replace Maxx 
Williams at tight end, keep an eye out on 
Duke Anyanwu and Noah Scarver. Any- 
anwu missed all of last season with a torn 
ACL but turned some heads during spring 
camp. Scarver, a Minneapolis native and 
a transfer from Montana, showed off his 
hands and athleticism in spring ball. He 
also has the size at 6-5, 273 pounds, to be 
effective as a blocker. 


DEFENSE 


The secondary, which should feature 
four senior starters, will once again be the 
strength of the defense. That includes lock- 
down cornerback Eric Murray, who doesn’t 
put up eye-popping stats simply because 
teams have started to avoid throwing in 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


DE —Theiren Cockran* Sr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


his direction. Murray will have a chance to 
play at the next level. 

Joining Murray in the secondary are 
a trio of fellow seniors — cornerback 
Briean Boddy-Calhoun, safety Damarius 
Travis (both of whom also have next- 
level potential) and safety Antonio John- 
son. 

Boddy-Calhoun is the vocal leader of the 
group, but he also led by example last year 
as his five interceptions were tops on the 
team. Travis and Johnson are both physi- 
cal safeties who like to hit and rarely get 
caught out of position. They'll do their 
best to pick up where former safety Ced- 
ric Thompson left off last year. With those 
four anchoring the pass defense, Minneso- 
ta should rank highly in that category once 
again in 2015S. 

Defensive line remains a bit of a re- 
volving door in terms of playing time. 
The Gophers do have a few mainstays 
there in defensive tackle Steven Rich- 
ardson and defensive end Theiren Cock- 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


Q8 Mitch Leidner* Jr. Enters his second full season as the team’s No. 1 OB. Chris Streveler, So. 

RB Rodrick Williams Jr. Sr. — Must try to fill the void left behind by David Cobb. Rodney Smith, Fr. 

RB _Berkley Edwards So. Should see more carries than the 30 he had last year. Jeff Jones, Fr. 

WR Drew Wolitarsky* Jr. Missed five games in 2014 with injuries. Melvin Holland Jr, Fr. 

WR KJ Maye* Sr. — Had a big spring as he established a rapport with Leidner. Isaiah Gentry, Fr. 

TE — Duke Anyanwu Jt. The athletic TE missed all of 2014 with a torn ACL. Lincoln Pisek, Sr. 

LT —_ Ben Lauer* Jr. Made six starts at right tackle last season. Alex Mayes, So. 

LG Joe Bjorklund* Sr. Played mostly right quard in 2014, including seven starts. Isaac Hayes, Jr. 

C Brian Bobek Sr. Former OSU transfer has played sparingly at Minnesota. Connor Mayes, So. 

RG Josh Campion* Sr. _ Senior ironman has started 39 games in three seasons. Jon Christenson, Sr. 

RT —_ Jonah Pirsig* Jr. Biggest of Minnesota's linemen at 6-9, 324 pounds. Foster Bush, Sr. 
Ryan Santoso* Was 12 of 18 on field goal tries as a redshirt freshman. Andrew Harte, So. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


Tied for the team lead with four sacks in 2014. Gaelin Elmore, So. 
OT Steven Richardson* So. Made 12 starts at DT as a freshman. Scott Ekpe, Jr. 
OT — Andrew Stelter So. — One of afew sophomores with a chance to start at tackle. Gary Moore, So. 
DE —_ Hendrick Ekpe Jr. Played in all 13 games last year, but made just one start. Alex Keith, Sr. 
LB De’Vondre Campbell* + Sr. —_ His 75 tackles last year are tops among returning players. Jonathan Celestin, So. 
LB Everett Williams So. Trying to fill shoes of Damien Wilson, last year's top tackler. Cody Poock, So. 
LB Jack Lynn* Jt. Tallied 7 TFLs last season, third-most on the team. De'Niro Laster, So. 
CB Eric Murray* Sr. Once again will be matched with opposing teams’ top WRs. Craig James, So. 
CB —Briean Boddy-Calhoun* Sr. —_ Had a breakout year with team-high 5 INTs in 2014. Jalen Myrick, Jr. 
§ Damarius Travis* Sr. Hard-hitting safety is the biggest among Gophers’ DBs. Daletavious McGhee, So. 
$ Antonio Johnson* Sr. Made six starts at safety last year as a junior. Dior Johnson, Fr. 
P Peter Mortell* Sr. Named Big Ten Punter of the Year in 2014. Logan McElfresh, Fr. 


ran, who both started the majority of 
the games in 2014. After that, though, 
Minnesota has a handful of players who 
could rotate at the other two spots on 
the line. 

That includes the Ekpe brothers, Hen- 
drick and Scott. Hendrick played in 13 
games as a sophomore, while older brother 
Scott missed most of 2014 after suffering 
a season-ending knee injury in the season 
opener. 

“We've got as much depth at the D-line 
since we've been here,” said defensive coor- 
dinator Tracy Claeys. “The best thing about 
freshmen is they grow up and become 
sophomores.” 

Minnesota’s linebacker corps was seem- 
ingly a question mark heading into 2014 
but wound up being a strength of the de- 
fense, thanks in large part to the emergence 
of Damien Wilson. The senior led the Go- 
phers in tackles with 119 and finished tied 
for first in sacks with four. Now that he’s 
headed to the NFL, Minnesota has to re- 
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Theiren Cochran, DE, Senior 

NDS Rank: No. 9 DE in 2016 class 

“His production dipped last season (four sacks, seven tackles for loss in 2014, after having 
7.5 and 10 a year earlier), but that’s really not going to stop scouts from being intrigued by 
Cochran's blend of length and agility. He still has to gain mass and functional strength to 
hold up at defensive end at the next level, but he looks like he has the athleticism to possi- 
bly convert to outside linebacker for a 3-4 scheme.” 


Briean Boddy-Calhoun, CB, Senior 

NDS Rank: No. 18 CB in 2016 class 

“He’s moving up after his comeback from a torn ACL last year. He’s slimmer (5-11, 188) 
than scouts would prefer, but Boddy-Calhoun doesn’t back down from a challenge. Last 
year, he showed agility, instincts and a flair for the big play with his five picks.” 


Josh Campion, OT, Senior 

NDS Rank: No. 45 OT in 2016 class 

“| don’t think Campion has the length or athleticism to remain at tackle in the NFL, but you 
can see his powerful hands and his balance and his tenacity at the position. He projects 
nicely at an inside position at the next level, and he’s already shown some versatility by flip- 
ping from the right side to left tackle in 2014. He’s played a lot of football already, so scouts 


will have a good read on him.” 


place his production. Thankfully for the 
Gophers, they appear deep at this position. 
Senior De’Vondre Campbell returns with 
plenty of experience, as does junior Jack 
Lynn. 

Linebacker Cody Poock, a former 
transfer from Iowa Western, missed last 
year with an ACL injury but is back to 
full health and was flying around the 
field in spring. Poock, Everett Williams 
and Jonathan Celestin — whom the 
coaches call “Thumper” for his big-hit 
ability — should all see significant play- 
ing time this year as either starters or key 
backups. 

“We've got enough bodies,” Claeys 
said of the linebackers. “It’s just a mat- 
ter of straightening out and where it’s all 
going to fit and how it’s all going to go 
together.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Led by the strong and accurate leg of 


— Rob Rang, NFLDraftScout.com 


Big Ten Punter of the Year Peter Mortell, 
the Gophers were among the top teams in 
the conference in that department in 2014. 
Mortell averaged 45.1 yards per punt, tied 
for the best mark in the Big Ten. Howev- 
er, he admitted that he allowed too many 
punts to roll into the end zone for touch- 
backs, something that will be an emphasis 
in the special teams game this season. 

Freshman kicker Ryan Santoso showed 
off his strong leg last year, drilling 
12 field goal attempts — including a 
season-long 52-yarder — and 45 extra 
points. Santoso also notched 38 touch- 
backs on his 70 kickoffs, third-most in 
the Big Ten. 

Minnesota finished fourth in the confer- 
ence in kickoff return average but just sev- 
enth in punt returns. Speedy cornerback 
Jalen Myrick is the Gophers’ top threat in 
the return game. He ran a kickoff back 100 
yards for a touchdown against Northwest- 
ern in 2014. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


In past years, Minnesota’s non-confer- 
ence schedule has been soft. That changed 
last season with a road game against TCU. 
Now the Gophers will host the Horned 
Frogs for the season opener in what will be 
a game of national importance. 

After the home opener, Minnesota trav- 
els to play a potentially tricky game at 
Colorado State. The rest of the non-confer- 


2012 RANKINGS 2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE OFFENSE 
Scoring Scoring 

Rushing Rushing 
Passing Passing 

Total Total 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


ence slate involves two MAC teams, as the 
Gophers play host to Kent State and Ohio 
at TCF Bank Stadium. 

The Gophers do get two of their rivalry 
games at home this year as Michigan and 
Wisconsin play in Minneapolis. So, too, 
does Nebraska, a team the Gophers beat 
on the road a year ago. Minnesota's tough- 
est road game takes place on Nov. 7 when 
the Gophers travel to Columbus, Ohio, for 
a meeting with defending national cham- 
pion Ohio State. 


PERGAME RANK 
22.1 94 
151.9 67 
169.5 105 
321.4 108 


PERGAME RANK 
25.7 85 
195.2 37 
148.1 115 
343.3 105 


PERGAME RANK 
28.4 66 
215.5 28 
141.8 119 
357.3 103 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
24.7 45 
172.0 72 
186.6 12 
358.6 33 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
22.2 25 
158.2 54 
215.1 35 
373.2 43 


PERGAME RANK 
24.2 T-33 
174.7 74 
193.5 18 
368.2 39 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
-2 - 0.15 69 +3 


RANK TO MARGIN PER GAME 


+0.2 


RANK 
T-42 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+10 +0.77 15 


— Tyler Mason 
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innesota’s offense plans to pick up the 


MI tempo in 2015. 
Throughout spring practices, the Go- 


phers instituted a no-huddle approach. Though it 
doesn’t appear as if Minnesota will be a no-huddle 
team at all times, it will add another wrinkle to the 
attack. 

In the first four years under coach Jerry Kill, 
Minnesota ran the ball early and often, using a 
much slower pace to set up the offense. The Go- 
phers averaged 31 minutes, 25 seconds of pos- 
session per game, fourth-best in the Big Ten. A 
lot of that had to do with the fact that Minnesota 
ran the ball more than all but two teams in the 
conference. 

The hope is that the no-huddle can keep oppos- 
ing defenses on their toes. 

“It’s going to give us a different weapon that we 
can be able to use,” said offensive coordinator Matt 
Limegrover. “| think it just gives those kids a sense 
of urgency that | think will help us when we need 
it to be able to change up the tempo and mix it up 
a little bit.” 

© Senior Rodrick Williams, the favorite to win 
the starting running back job, lost 20 pounds in 
the offseason and was down to 229 pounds in the 
spring. He previously had the nickname “Nugget” 
after eating 50 chicken nuggets on his recruiting 
trip, but he’s shed his fast food habit to get in bet- 
ter shape. 

“| feel faster,” Williams said. “I don’t get tired as 
easily.” 

Williams had just 23 carries for 114 yards last 
season but should see his workload increase as 
he and several others attempt to replace David 
Cobb. 

¢ Offensive lineman Jon Christenson played 
the 2014 season with a long steel rod in his left 
leg. The rod, which weighed about one pound, 
was inserted to help his fractured tibia and fibula 
heal. 

Christenson didn’t participate in spring practices 
as he recovered from having the rod taken out, but 
he should be good to go for fall camp. 

“He's got to feel like a million bucks, the fact that 
he doesn’t have it in there,” Limegrover said. 


QUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“| think Minnesota very well could have been the 
third-best team that | saw in the spring. Its roster 
development in recent years has been extraordinary. | 
think they have increased their talent on the roster at 
every place but the offensive line. I’m not saying the 
offensive line isn't any good. I’m just saying that it 
hasn’t made the big jump that the rest of the roster 
has made. 

“Offensively, throwing the ball is going to be a 
problem. And replacing running back David Cobb is 
going to be an issue. But, still, | think this is by far the 
most talented team that I’ve seen at Minnesota for a 
long, long time. | thought this was the most talented 
team in the West Division for sure.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 


GOLDEN GOPHERS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterbacks Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown Defensive Linemen Pos, Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 
Demry Croft QB 6-5 198 Fr Rockford, IL 69. Justin Carr DL 6-2 281 Sr. Rochester 
7 Mitch Leidner 0B 64 236 Jr. Lakeville 55 ThelrenCockran DL 6-6 257 Sr. tone 
18 JacquesPerra OB 6-3 221 Fr. Roseville Winston DeLattiboudere DL 6-3 216 Fr. ; 
15 Conor Rhoda 0B 6-3 223 So, Eagan 95 HendrickEkpe DL 6-5 244 Jr. Lewisville, TX 
5 Chris Streveler QB 6-2 227 So. Crystal Lake, IL 97 Scott Ekpe DL 6-4 292 Sr. Lewisville, TX 
Running Backs Pos. Ht Wt. Yr. Hometown 87 Gaelin Elmore DL 6-6 262 Fr. Somers 
32 Berkley Edwards RB 5-9 192 So, Chelsea, Ml Mose Hall DL 64 255 Fr e, 
Jonathan Femi-Cole RB 6-0 218 Fr, Vaughan, Ontario,Canada © 9 Alex Keith DL 63 253 Sr. Columbia, MO 
James Johannesson RB 6-1 221—sFr. Fargo, ND 92 RobertNdondo-Lay DL 6-5 266 Sr. Minneapolis 
16 Jeff Jones RB 6-0 207 Fr Minneapolis © 52 YoshoubTimms DL 6-2 293 Jr. Fort Walton Beach, FL 
44 Jacob Kirsch RB 5-11 207 Jr. Rochester 19 Gary Moore DT 6-4 287 So. Mobile, AL 
37 _Josh Parks RB 5-10 200 Fr. Chisago Lakes 96 Steven Richardson DT 6-0 291 So. Chicago, IL 
24 Rodney Smith RB 5-11 202 Fr Jonesboro, GA Colton Beebe DE 6-3 252 Fr Kansas City, KS 
35 Rodrick Williams Jr. RB 5-11 229 Sr. Lewisville, TX a pen it 4 a aa He ras eat 
inn FB 6-3 (251d Andover Andrew uf 
a 
Wide Receivers Pos. HL Wt Yr. Hometown be Monde Campa * a se Fort Myers 
n in i , 
2 eit Boretordt “a ee * = ima 19 Cedric Dicke iB 60 214 Jr. Cannon Falls 
19 Michael Conway WR 6-5 218 So. La Crescent 59 Ray Dixon LB 6-3 228 So. Loxahatchee, FL 
13 DesmondGant WR 6-3 214 Fr Aurora, tL -35_ullan Hutt 1B 5-11 219 Fr. Bolingbrook, IL 
84 Isaiah Gentry WR 6-4 205 Fr, Cincinnati, OH 1 _De'NiroLaster_ _—LB_6-4226 So, Cleveland, OH 
21 Melvin Holland Jr. WR 6-3 196 Fr. Ashbum,VA 50_Jack Lynn 1B. 63240 Jr. Lake Zurich, IL 
1_KIMaye WR 5-10 199 Sr. Mobile, AL slosy Mydra 1B 6-3 204 Fr. Minnetonka 
12 Will Reger WR 6-3 200 Fr. Burnsville. 12 CodyPoock” LB 6-2 236 Okoboji, IA 
Hunter Register = WR 6-5 200 Fr. Lafayette, LA --58_Nick Rallis 1B 5-41 233 Jr. ve 
23 EJ Sardinha WR 64 192 Jt. Wellington, FL staple Waders: i182 0:52 2281 Ftv _— Copperas Cove, 
26_ Brian Smith WR 6-4 213. Fr Milweimces, Way: 18 Paton Mectornout 2iL8,230:S'2250/ or fhanhassen 
Rashad Still WR 6-5 200 Fr. El Paso, TX 7 alee i ES 3 ee. er 
oe Ea Serveniwn Defensive Backs Pos, Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 
82 Drew Wolltarsky WR 63217 i Sania Clarita, CA oT Fe = 
Tight Ends Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown - 
45 AdekunleAyinde DB 6-0 204 So. Blaine 
een Teo — 28-‘Biean Boty-Caloun DB 6-11 168 Sc Wiimington, DE 
: : Ray Buford DB 6-2 190 Fr. Southfield, Ml 
81 Nick Hart TE 6-5 240 So, Prior Lake To Craighton er ae Galsnar LA 
ee a ee KiAnte Hardin DB 5-10 160 Fr. Webb City, MO 
igi ciel Seaver ee Minneapolis” 17 Jacob Hutt DB 5-10 202 Fr. Bolingbrook, IL 
|" ee eT oe 22 Craig James DB 5-10 189 So. Edwardsville, 
- =" 11 AntonioJohnson DB 6-0 211 Sr. Cleveland, OH 
Sale Merah STE B10 29702 8s Greenwood, IN| 35 Cavonte Johnson DB 5-11 197 Jr Edina 
Offensive Linemen Pos. HE Wt Yr. Hometown Dior Johnson DB. 6-2 195. Fr. Southfield, Ml 
73 oe Bjorund)| 100 65 5 286 Sor. Rosemount Daletavious McGhee DB 6-1 210 So. Decatur, GA 
67 Brian Bobek OL 6-2 297 Sr. Inverness, IL 33 John McKelvey DB 6-0 206 Jr Hunting Valley, OH 
71_Foster Bush OL 65 319 Sr Menasha, WI 31, Etic Murray DB 6-0 196 Sr. Milwaukee, WI 
65 _ Josh Campion OL 6-5 310 Sr Fergus Falls 28 Jalen Myrick DB 5-10 208 Jr. —_ Bloomingdale, GA 
63_Jon Christenson OL 6-4 296 Sr. Minnetonka 25 Ace Rogers DB 6-1 207 Sr. Council Bluffs, IA 
Nick Connelly OL 67 27 Fr. Red Wing Antonio Shenault 0B 5-11 185 Fr. Roselle, IL 
Bronson Dovich OL 6-5 295 Fr. Chaska 40 Alexander Starks DB 5-11 202 So. Plainfield, IL 
70 Chad Fahning OL 6-6 293 So, St.Paul 7 DamarlusTravis DB 6-2 215 Sr Pensacola, FL 
Isaac Hayes OL 6-2 310 So, Brooklyn Park Specialists Pos, Ht Wh Yr. Hometown 
Noah Kuehn OL 6-6 205 Fr. Eagan 38_EmmitGarpenter K 6-0 190 Fr. Green Bay, WI 
78 Ben Lauer OL 67 314 J. Plymouth 33 Andrew Harte K 6-0 191 So. Downers Grove, IL 
60 Matt Leidner OL 62 280 So. Lakeville 42 Justin Juenemann K 6-0 168 So, Phillipsburg, KS 
76_ Alex Mayes 2 a ee ee ee Pace, H. 
55 Connor Mayes OL 65 320. So, Van Alstyne, TX Jacob Herbers P 6-2 195 Fr, Battle Creek, Mil 
34 Logan McElfresh P 6-1 200 Fr. Brainerd 
71 ‘Tyler Moore OL 64 311 Fr. Galena Park, TX 37 Peter Mortell P62 191 Sr. Green Bay, WI 
64 MattOldenkamp OL 6-6 263 Fr. Eagle River, AK = is ee Pe Cedar Falls, 
Quinn Oseland OL 6-6 301 Fr. Springfield, lL 39 Jared Hartman LS 6-3 232 Sr Faloon Heights 
78 Jonah Pirsig OL_ 69 324 Jr. Blue Earth 95 Payton Jordahl LS 6-2 231 Fr. Perham 
53 LukeRasmussen OL 6-7 284 Fr. Brookfield, WI Blake Cashman ATH 6-2 200 Fr Eden Prairle 
Ted Stieber OL 6-6 200 Fr Akron, OH Adam Mayer ATH 6-41 205 Fr. Concord, CA 
62_ Jared Weyler OL 6-4 207 Fr. Dayton, OH Matt Morse ATH 6-1 185 Fr. Apple Valley 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


NAME GP Effic 
M.Leidner 12 123.8 
C.Streveler 5 76.4 
NAME GP No. 
M. Williams = 12 36 
|. Fruechte 13 18 
KJ Maye 13 16 
NAME GP Att. 
D. Cobb 13 314 
M.Leidner 12 126 
C.Streveler 5 36 


Att Int Pct Yards 
237 8 51.5 1798 
11 1 36.4 37 
Avg 1D Long Avg/G 
15.8 8 540 47.4 
16.2 1 62. 225 
18.6 1 3822.9 
Loss Net Avg ™ 
49 1626 5.2 13 
163 452 36 10 
6.5 


1 


TD Long Avg/G 


i 54 149.8 


67 125.1 
31. 37.7 
30 47.0 


Tackles for loss: D. Wilson 10.5, C. Botticelli 9, J. Lynn 7, T. Cockran 7 
Sacks: D. Wilson 4, T. Cockran 4, M. Amaefula 3.5 
Interceptions: B. Boddy-Calhoun 5, C. Thompson 2, D. Travis 2 
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—BAASPORTS. GOLDEN GOPHERS RECRUITING 2015 


Tyler Moore 
The Houston (Texas) North Shore offensive lineman is enrolled 


The 6-4, 311-pound Moore arrived at Minnesota ranked as the 
No. 8 center prospect in the land according to 247Sports. 


Charlie Rogers 
._ Minnesota has one of the most talented secondarys in the 
‘country and the No. 6-ranked JUCO cornerback will find his 
way on the field in some capacity. Was a First Team All- 
"American for lowa Western last fall, coming up with 73 tackles, 
four pass breakups and two interceptions. 


Hunter Register 
», Big and long, the 6-5, 200-pound Lafayette (La.) Comeaux 

\ prospect runs well and should be able to contribute his fresh- 
man year. Register caught 39 passes for 652 yards and six 
touchdowns as a senior, while showing his athleticism and 
more big-play ability on defense, intercepting seven passes 
and running back three for scores. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Colton Beebe B63 22 Oooo Kansas City, KS Piper 
Ranked No. 10 Fullback and the No. 15 ranked player in Kansas according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Named First-Team All-State and Top 12 by the coaches association...Chose 
Minnesota over Kansas, Air Force and Army. 


Shannon Brooks RB 60 25 OOO Jasper, GA Pickens County 
Ranked No. 116 Running Back and the No. 157 ranked player in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named Class AAAA Offensive Player of the Year...First-Team All- 
State selection...Class AAAA Region 7 Player of the Year. 


Ray Buford Jr, AH «662 19 O06 Southfield Southfield 
Ranked No. 78 Athlete and the No. 15 ranked player in Michigan according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Named Detroit News First-Team All-State as a defensive back...An All-Metro 
North selection. 


Nick Connelly 67 27 OOO Red Wing, MN Red Wing Senior 
Ranked No. 144 Offensive Tackle and the No. 4 ranked player in Minnesota according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Named First-Team All-State by the Associated Press... .All-Metro by 
KARE11...Voted the Big 9 Conference Lineman of the Year. 


Alonzo Craighton S$ 61 189 OOO Geismar, LA Dutchtown 
Ranked No. 122 Safety and the No. 74 ranked player in Louisiana according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Also pays baseball...Chose Minnesota over Southern Miss and Louisiana Tech. 


Demry Croft 65 18 OOO Rockford, IL Boylan Central Catholic 
Ranked No. 23 Dual-Threat Quarterback and the No. 17 ranked player in Illinois according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Named Honorable Mention All-State...Competed in the Offense- 
Defense All-American Bowl at the Citrus Bow! in Orlando where he completed 12 of 15 
passes for 213 yards and two touchdowns, 


DeLattiboudere WDE 63 216 OOO Ellicott City, MD Howard 


Ranked No. 60 Weakside Defensive End and the No. 30 ranked player in Maryland according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Named the Baltimore Sun's 2014 All-Metro Defensive Player 
of the Year...The Howard County Times and Columbia Flier Defensive Player of the Year... 
Earned first-team all-state honors. 


Bronson Dovich of 65 25 OOO Chaska 
Ranked No. 126 Offensive Tackle and the No. 3 ranked player in Minnesota according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named First-Team All-State by the Associated Press. ..All-Metro by 
KARE11 and was an all-conference selection...Chose Minnesota over Rutgers. 


Jonathan Femi-Cole RB 60 218 OOO Aurora, ON St. Andrew's College 
Ranked No. 111 Running Back and the No. 2 ranked player in Ontario according to the 
247Sports Composite...Rushed 23 times for 137 yards and was named MVP in the 2014 
National Underclassmen Combine All-American game. 


Mose 4 25 ooo Mobile, AL Murphy 
Ranked No. 98 Strongside Defensive End and the No, 60 ranked player in Alabama according 
to the 247Sports Composite. ..Chose Minnesota over Wake Forest, Illinois, and Maryland. 


Kiante Hardin CB 5-10 10 OOO Webb City, MO Webb City 
Ranked No. 161 Cornerback and the No. 24 ranked player in Missouri according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..As a senior led team to 15-0 record and state championship...Chose 
Minnesota over Tulsa and Bowling Green. 


Jacob Huff $ 510 22 OOO Bolingbrook, IL Bolingbrook 
Ranked No. 120 Safety and the No. 41 ranked player in Illinois according to the 247Sports 
Composite...A Class 8A All-State Honorable Mention honoree...Herald News All-Area hon- 
ors... Chicago Sun Times All-Area Honorable Mention in 2014. ..Enrolled January 2015. 


Julian 18 511 219 Oooo Bolingbrook, IL Bolingbrook 
Ranked No. 75 Inside Linebacker and the No. 47 ranked player in Illinois according to the 
247Sports Composite...named to the Class 8A All-State First Team as a senior...received 
Herald News All-Area honors: ..Chicago Sun Times All-Area Honorable Mention in 2014... 
enrolled January 2015. 


early and has a chance to be in the rotation as a true freshman. 


Shannon Brooks 
There are several of them in the Minnesota class, including 
\ offensive tackle Nick Connelly and defensive lineman Mose 
- Hall, but Brooks is the guy who will be a big-timer for the 
Gophers when he gets his turn. Brooks joins a loaded back- 
field, but he'll eventually emerge. A legit freak and every- 
down back, the 6-0, 205-pound Jasper (Ga.) Pickens gradu- 
ate rushed for 5,797 yards and 68 touchdowns in his prep 
career, 2,223 of them coming as a senior with 32 scores. 


Minnesota is looking for difference-makers across the defensive line, looking to sign 
three defensive ends and three more defensive tackles. Jerry Kill and his staff will 
also graduate six offensive linemen. After taking five at the position in 2015, they'll 
aim for four more in 2016. 

— Kipp Adams 


2016 NEEDS 


Committments 


‘2az7sronr= COMPOSITE 
0 0 24 0 


Average Slars 


Total Stars 72 
Nalional Rank: 63 B10: 13 


dames Johannesson RB 61 221 OOO Fargo, ND South 
Ranked No. 135 Running Back and the No. 1 ranked player in North Dakota according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Became the first ever two-time Gatorade North Dakota Player of the 
Year...Set career school records with 6,158 rushing yards and 81 total touchdowns. 


Dior Johnson $ 62 15 OoO0 Southfield Southfield 
Ranked No. 49 Safety and the No. 10 ranked player in Michigan according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Named to the AP Division 1-2 All-State First Team... Detroit Free Press Dream 
Team. .. Two-time All-Oakland Activities Association Team selection. 


Tyler Moore oC 64 31 Ooo Houston, TX North Shore 
Ranked No. 13 Offensive Guard and the No. 103 ranked player in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Finalist for the Touchdown Club of Houston Offensive Player of the 
Year as a senior...Chose Minnesota Texas, Oregon State, Illinois and Kansas. 

Quinn Oseland o 66 31 O00 Springfield, iL Sacred Heart Griffin 
Ranked No. 81 Offensive Tackle and the No. 15 ranked player in Illinois according to the 
247Sports Composite...Helped the Cyclones win back-to-back Class 5A state titles in 2013 
and 2014...Named to the Champaign News-Gazette’s 79th All-State Team...Earmed all- 
State. , .All-Central State Eight status. 


Hunter Register WR 65 200 OOO Lafayette, LA 0, Comeaux 
Ranked No. 143 Offensive Tackle and the No. 56 ranked player in Louisiana according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named First Team All-Acadiana as a returner...Was named The 
Daily AdvertisernService Chevrolet Special Teams Player of the Year...Honorable Mention 
All-State. . Played in the East-West Louisiana High School Coaches Association All-Star game 
where he had a 42-yard reception for the victorious West team. 


Charlie Rogers CB 6&1 200 O00 Council Blutis, 1A lowa Westem 6.0. 


Ranked No. 77 Junior College prospect nationally, ranked No. 6 Cornerback and the No. 1 
ranked player in lowa according to the 247Sports Composite...Spent two seasons (2012 
redshirted) at lowa State before transferring to lowa Western Community College for the 
2014 season...2014 NJCAA First-Team All-American...All-Midwest Football Conference 
First Team selection. 


Antonio Shenault CB S11 185 ooo Roselle, IL Lake Park 
Ranked No. 129 Cornerback and the No. 31 ranked player in Illinois according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named to the Champaign News-Gazette’s 79th All-State Team... 
Chicago Sun-Times All-Area Honorable Mention. ..All-DuPage Valley Conference and all-area. 


Ted Stieber Oo 66 20 o90 Akron, OH Archbishop Hoban 
Ranked No. 132 Offensive Tackle and the No. 53 ranked player in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Earned AP All-Ohio Division III Special Mention his junior and senior 
seasons...Named to the 2014 Al/-Beacon Journal all-star team. 


Rashad Still WR 65 20 OOG El Paso, TX Andress 
Ranked No. 215 Wide Receiver and the No. 227 ranked player in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Chose Minnesota over Illinois and Nebraska. 

Jaylen Waters IB 63 228 O00 Copperas Cove, TX Copperas Cove 
Ranked No. 49 Inside Linebacker and the No. 144 ranked player in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite...Selected to the Killeen Daily Herald's All-District 12-6A Team... 
Chose Minnesota over Nevada. 

Bryce Witham Tr 64 20 OOO Grand Rapids West Catholic 
Ranked No. 57 Tight End and the No. 28 ranked player in Michigan according to the 
247Sports Composite...Helped the Falcons win back-to-back Division 5 state titles after 
a runner-up finish as a sophomore...Named to the AP Division 5-6 All-State First Team as 
a defensive lineman...MLive Grand Rapids Press Defensive Player of the Year. 
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ealing with one major knee injury 

is tough enough. Gophers tight end 

Duke Anyanwu has had to go through 
it twice in four years. 

Anyanwu, a former high school quarter- 
back, tore his left ACL before his freshman 
year at Minnesota in 2012. There’s a good 
chance he would have redshirted anyway, 
but the injury made that a certainty. After 
playing sparingly as a redshirt freshman in 
2013, Anyanwu looked poised to be a key 
contributor. 

That’s when he tore his ACL a second 
time, this time in the right leg. 

The injury occurred in fall camp, less 
than a month before Minnesota’s season 
opener. 

“It was a devastating blow,” Anyanwu 
said this spring. “It was tough, but it hap- 
pens for a reason. God’s got a plan, so you 
just have to trust him.” 

Anyanwu is back to full strength again 
and has a chance to be the top tight end 
in Minnesota’s offense as the Gophers 
look to replace Maxx Williams, the team’s 
leading pass catcher last season who 
is now in the NFL. Anyanwu doesn’t yet 
have a catch to his name in his college 
career, but his athleticism and work ethic 
in battling his way back from a second 
ACL injury have impressed Minnesota’s 
coaching staff. 

“You can’t say enough about the way 
he went about his business, always had 
a smile on his face,” offensive coordina- 
tor Matt Limegrover said. “I think he’s got 
a tremendous faith that it was going to 
happen for him. It’s just these setbacks, 
they’re bumps in that road, but as soon as 
that road smoothes out, things are going 
to be good.” 

The 6-4, 239-pound Anyanwu isn’t the 
Gophers’ best blocking tight end — that 
title could belong to a number of play- 
ers, including senior Lincoln Plsek. And 
there are other tight ends in the mix for 
that starting spot, namely transfer Noah 
Scarver, 6-10 sophomore Nate Wozniak 


and Nick Hart. 

When it comes to pass catching, : 
though, Anyanwu could be the best : 
Gophers’ tight end. Now, the key will be : 


to keep him healthy. 


“| kind of knew what to do to get back : 
a little faster,” Anyanwu said. “They say it’s : 
easier the second time, but it might be a : 
little tougher mentally. But it’s easier physi- 


cally, I’d say.” 


: CB BRIEAN BODDY-CALHOUN 
The Gophers’ secondary 
: is the best unit on the 
? team, and Boddy- 
Calhoun is a leader of 
? that unit. ... Could also 

; make a case for his corner- 
back mate, Eric Murray, as the MVP. ... 
: Boddy-Calhoun came back strong last season 
? from a torn ACL that wiped out most of his 
2013 season. ... He had five interceptions and 
: 51 tackles in 2014. ... Is on the watch list for 
: the Lott IMPACT Trophy, which gives consider- 
ation to on-field performance and off-field 
? character. 


: RB JEFF JONES 

: An exciting talent who 
: was the rated the top 
? player in Minnesota by 
: 247Sports in the 2014 


: DT STEVEN RICHARDSON 
? Started 12 games as a 

true freshman last sea- 
: son. ... Former three- 

? star recruit out of Mount 
i Carmel High School in 

? Chicago. ... Stepped into 
3 the starting role in the second game last sea- 
son after an injury to starter Scott Ekpe. ... 

: Was named the Gophers’ Defensive Freshman 
: of the Year after recording 23 tackles, 

i six tackles for loss and two sacks. 


recruiting class. ... 
Jones was rated the 


: 60th-best recruit in the country by 247Sports. 


... He redshirted last season because he was 
not eligible, but he gained eligibility for the 
spring semester and impressed in spring 
practice as a multi-purpose threat. ... 


? Coaches praised him for his attention to detail, 
: on the field and in the meeting room. 


; Photos courtesy of Minnesota Athletics. 
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MAC rank; 8 


Record: 2-9 


GOLDEN FLASHES at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Kent, Ohio 

COACH: Paul Haynes — At Kent State and overall: 6-17, 
2 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Don Treadwell 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian George 


LAST BOWL: 2012, GoDaddy.com 
RETURING STARTERS: 16; 6 offense, 8 defense, kicker, 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 05 Colin Reardon, RB Trayion 
Durham, RB Nick Holley, OL Rena Reda, CB Najee Murray, 
SS Jordan Italiano, FS Nate Holley 


sseunvsenevernnnnenssenneststnesenatetanansetevecansnansestatsesnarennnecsatanensevetessnaenantscsenescenganesensunsas 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Durham is back after leading the 
Golden Flashes in rushing in 2013. The defense returns eight 
starters, with the linebackers and secondary potentially 
forming one of the best units in the conference. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The lack of depth at defensive end 
could complicate matters if injuries occur. There's a glar- 
ing concern at quarterback and finding playmakers at wide 
receiver for an offense that was one of the nation’s worst 
last season. 


OFFENSE 

Kent State’s one-dimensional offense from last sea- 
son never recovered after losing leading running back 
Trayion Durham to a season-ending foot injury before 
the season. Kent State finished 122nd nationally in 
rushing, averaging 81.8 yards per game. 

Kent State’s running game should be in better 
shape with the punishing Durham and Nick Holley, 
plus rising sophomore Miles Hibbler. New coordina- 
tor Don Treadwell brings experience and a fresh per- 
spective, though his job is daunting. 

The passing game is a big question mark, and not 
just because junior Colin Reardon and sophomore 
Nathan Strock are locked in a battle to be the starting 
quarterback. The Flashes also lost their top two pass 
catchers from last season. 

Junior Ernest Calhoun, who caught 33 passes for 
319 yards last season, is the leading returner. 

The line is bolstered by the return of senior 
Anthony Pruitt, who sat out last season. Left tackle 
Reno Reda and left guard Alex Nielsen are building 
blocks for what could be a solid, and deep, unit. 


DEFENSE 

Another year of development and seasoning is the 
recipe for improvement for a defense that finished 107th 
in the country against the run last season. The Golden 
Flashes have played a number of freshmen and sopho- 
mores in the first two years of coach Paul Haynes’ tenure. 

Defensive tackle Chris Fairchild sat out last season 
because of grades, but his return immediately gives 
Kent State’s defense a play-making force against the 
run. Haynes is pinning his hopes on Nate Terhune, 
Jon Cunningham and Terence Waugh, among others, 
to help the line blossom into a productive group. 

Matt Dellinger, Darius Redmond, Elcee Refuge and 
Marques Moore headline an athletic and instinctive 
group of linebackers that has the potential to be one 
of the best in the conference. 

Safeties Nate Holley and Jordan Italiano are com- 
ing off big seasons. Cornerback Najee Murray, an 
Ohio State transfer, showed his big-play ability in his 


IO 
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6 (7th, East) 


COLIN REARDON 


Photo by Geoff Bur is 


“You had to feel bad for Kent State and 

Coach Haynes and his staff last season. 

Almost everything went wrong for them.” 
— Rival MAC head coach 


first season at Kent State. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior Anthony Melchiori deserved team MVP af- 
ter averaging 44.3 yards per punt, placing him 12th 
in the country. Melchiori’s field-goal kicking took a 
tumble, though, as he made just 10 of 18 attempts. 


OVERVIEW 

Kent State’s season hit its share of speed bumps 
last season: Haynes being hospitalized last spring; 
the sudden death of starting center Jason Bitsko in 
fall camp; an influx of injuries on the offensive line; a 
snowstorm canceling the final road game of the sea- 
son at Buffalo. 

The momentum from an 11-3 record in 2012 under 
Darrell Hazel is nearly gone. The Golden Flashes 
are dangerously slipping back toward their 12-year 
run from 1989-2000 when they won just 16 games. 
Haynes must deal with a difficult non-conference slate 
of games against Illinois, Minnesota and Marshall. 
An improved offense and better health might be the 
tonic to help the Golden Flashes make a winning run 
through a relatively easy conference slate. 

— Bob Narang 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DT Dominic Hill: The freshman could muscle 

his way onto the two-deep with a strong showing in 
fall camp. At 6-1, 275 pounds, Hill is a competitive 
power-lifter who could be ready to handle work in the 
trenches right away. 


KENT STATE | GOLDEN FLASHES 


Stadiuin: Dix Stadium (25,000) 


2015 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB 10 | Colin Reardon* 

RB 34 | Trayion Durham 
WR 25 | Ernest Calhoun® 
WR 19 | Josh Boyle 

WR 3 | Kris White® 

TE 13 | Brice Fackler 

LT 55 | Reno Reda® 

LG 63 | Alex Nielsen* 

C 62 | Nathan Puthoff 

RG 66 | Anthony Pruitt 

RT 74 | Brock Macaulay’ 
DEFENSE 

DE S2 | Clay Miller 

DT 69 | Nate Terhune’ 

NT 90 | Jon Cunningham*® 
DE 51 | Terence Waugh 

LB 32 | Matt Dellinger’ 

LB 36 | Darius Redmond* 
STAR 7 | Elcee Refuge® 

CB 12 | Najee Murray 

CB 21 | Demetrius Monday” 
SS 23 | Jordan Italiano® 

FS 18 | Nate Holley® 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 14 | Anthony Melchiori°® 
P 14 | Anthony Melchiori° 
“Returning starters in Bold 


6-1 
6-1 
5-6 
s-9 
6-1 
6-3 
6-6 
6-4 
6-4 
6-2 
6-5 


6-4 
6-4 
6-0 
6-1 
6-1 
6-0 
5-9 
5-9 
5-10 
5-10 
5-11 


5-11 
5-11 


2015 SCHEDULE 


202 
250 

151 

173 
210 
234 
292 
294 
296 
300 
290 


270 
270 
295 
250 
225 
210 
230 
180 
197 
207 
200 


186 
186 


Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
So. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
So. 
Sr. 
So. 


Sr. 
Sr. 
So. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
dr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
So. 
Sr, 
Jr, 


Sr. 
Sr. 


Sept. 4 at Illinois 
Sept. 12 DELAWARE STATE 
Sept. 19 at Minnesota 
Sept. 26 MARSHALL 
Oct. 3 MIAMI (OH) 
Oct. 10 at Toledo 
Oct. 17 at Massachusetts 
Oct. 24 BOWLING GREEN 
Nov. 5 BUFFALO 
Nov. 10 at Ohio 
Nov. 18 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Nov. 27 at Akron 
2014 RESULTS 
L OHIO 14-17 
L SOUTH ALABAMA 13-23 
L at Ohio State 0-66 
L at Virginia 13-45 
L at Northern Illinois 14-17 
L MASSACHUSETTS 17-40 
Ww ARMY 39-17 
L at Miami (0H) 3-10 
L TOLEDO 20-30 
L at Bowling Green 20-30 
at Buffalo Cancelled 
w AKRON 27-24 
2014 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 16.4 120 
Rushing 81.8 122 
Passing 233.6 60 
Total 315.5 116 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 29.0 81 
Rushing 214.0 107 
Passing 216.3 45 
Total 430.3 88 
TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
-4 - 0.36 94 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 139 


NEBRASKA 


For more coverage of the Cornhuskers, visit nebraska. 2A7Sports.c com 


STADIUM: Memorial: 81,091 


SCHEDULE 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Danny Langsdorf DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mark Banker 


TALENTED HUSKERS PUT TRUST IN RILEY TO REACH NEXT LEVEL 


ike Riley knew the one thing Ne- a good transition, and we're excited to work Date Opponent 14 Record 
Mer didn't need from its new with Coach Riley.” Sept. 5 BYU 8-5 
football coach was a_ culture Riley embraces the fact expectations are Sept. 12 SOUTH ALABAMA 6-7 
change. ii going to be Raghet in Lincoln than Corvallis, Sept. 19 at Miami 6-7 
“You don’t go into something like this na- “We have things that we believe in that 
ive about what Nebraska football means and _ we want to get established that we think are Sept. 26 SOUTHERN MISS +9 
what the expectations are,” Riley said. “This good for young men, and not just the foot- Oct. 3 at Illinois 6-7 
program has a tremendous history and has _ ball part of it,” Riley said. “It’s been kind of Oct. 10 WISCONSIN 11-3 
won a lot of games.” energizing and motivating to begin establish- Oct. 17 at Minnesota 8-5 
Bo Pelini didn’t win enough of the games ing the rates that we think are important in Oct. 24 NORTHWESTERN 5-7 
that counted the most, and that led to his dis- a program. Oct. 31 af Purdas 3-9 
missal after a 9-4 season. Pelini never failed to OFFENSE 
win fewer than nine games in each of his sev- Nov. 7 MICHIGAN STATE 11-2 
en seasons as head coach and finished with Quarterback figures to be the hottest posi- Nov. 14 at Rutgers 8-5 
67 victories. But Nebraska never won a con- _ tion battle in fall camp. Nov. 27 IOWA 7-6 


ference championship on his watch, nor did 

the Huskers ever play in a BCS bowl game. 
In spite of that, a large segment of Nebras- 

ka fans were unhappy when athletic director 


Tommy Armstrong has guided Nebraska’s 
offense for most of the past two seasons and 
is coming off a year in which he threw for 
2,695 yards and accumulated 3,400 yards in 


RESULTS 


Shawn Eichorst fired him two days after an _ total offense. The latter is the third-highest Ww FAU 55-7 
overtime victory over Iowa to close the regu- single-season total in program history. W McNEESE STATE 31-24 
lar season. His players were even more bitter But the junior is a 82.9 percent carcer Pass- W a Freeno State 55-19 
about the move, which presented Riley with er, and he’s thrown 20 interceptions over the W MIAMI 41-31 
perhaps his greatest challenge after accept- past two seasons. Riley stated during spring W ILLINOIS 45-14 
ing the job after 14 seasons in two stints at practice that one of the priorities is for the 
Oregon State. quarterbacks to improve their accuracy and L at Michigan State 22-27 
Based on where Nebraska stood at the end cut down on their interceptions. W at Northwestern 38-17 
of his first spring practice, Riley appears to Riley likes Armstrong's leadership ability, Ww RUTGERS 42-24 
have passed that first big test. but that doesn’t guarantee he’s the starter. W PURDUE 35-14 
“At first when the previous staff was fired Junior Ryker Fyfe and sophomore Johnny L at Wisconsin 24-59 
guys were extremely upset, as they should Stanton backed up Armstrong last season, L MINNESOTA 24-28 
have been,” wide receiver Jordan Wester- and two redshirt freshmen — AJ Bush and Ww at lowa (01) 37-24 
kamp said. “As time went on, things have Zack Darlington — emerged as contenders Holiday Bowl 
gotten easier. during the spring. L vs. USC 42-45 


“Guys are buying in, and they trust these 
coaches now after going through spring ball 
and getting hands-on coaching. Our team 
chemistry has been great throughout the 
spring. We believe in (Riley) and we trust 
these coaches. We’re sold on things.” 

Riley's transition with the fan base also 
went smoothly. His style is polar opposite to 
that of the fiery Pelini, whose sideline antics 
and prickly personality cost him support over 
the years. 

“Every coach has a different style,” Wester- 
kamp said. 

“Coach Bo was more of a fiery-type guy 
and a yeller. Coach Riley is on the different 
side of the spectrum. It’s a more calm and re- 
laxed style. We had to adapt to that. It’s been 


Darlington arguably was the star of the 
spring game, completing 7 of 11 passes for 70 
yards and one touchdown. Asked about the 
pecking order coming out of spring, Riley was 
non-committal. 

“T've got an idea, but we don’t have to de- 
cide or announce it today,” Riley said. “We 
will have a pretty defined first-, second- and 
third-string going into camp.” 

What became apparent during the spring 
is that Riley and offensive coordinator Danny 
Langsdorf will try to play to their roster 
strengths rather than trying to force square 
pegs into round holes. Oregon State primari- 
ly ran a pro-style offense under Riley, but he’s 
shown he’s open to experimenting in transi- 
tioning his offensive style in Lincoln. 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


awn © DD © DH DB GB 100 
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AT A GLANCE 


Lincoln, Neb. 
9-4 overall, 5-3 Big Ten (T-2nd, West) 


Mike Riley — At Nebraska: 1st year; 
overall, 93-80, 14 years 


15; 7 offense, 
6 defense, kicker, punter 


QB Tommy Armstrong Jr., WR De’Mornay 
Pierson-El, WR Jordan Westerkamp, 

TE Cethan Carter, DT Maliek Collins, 

DT Vincent Valentine, LB Michael Rose-lvey, 
S Nathan Gerry 


Armstrong needs to improve his passing 
accuracy, but brings plenty of experience to 
the position. The front-line receivers are 
solid, with Pierson-El possessing plenty of 
star power as a returner and receiver. The 
front four has the potential to be one of best 
in the conference. The secondary is deep 
and experienced. 


Depth at linebacker continues to be an on- 
going concern, although getting Rose-Ivey 
back from a knee injury will be a big plus. 
The Huskers need to replace three starters 
on the offensive line and will have to rely 
on several running backs in an attempt to 
replace Ameer Abdullah, one of the most 
productive players in program history. 


RB Ameer Abdullah, WR Kenny Bell, 
OL Jake Cotton, DE Randy Gregory, 
CB Josh Mitchell, S Corey Cooper 


The Riley era begins with equal degrees of 
optimism and skepticism. The Huskers are 
blessed with enough talent to again contend 
for a spot in the conference championship 
game. Can Riley take that talent and do 
what the previous regime couldn’t? Will the 
fan base stay energized? Will it be patient? 


College head coaches who have at least 
three seasons of NFL head coaching 
experience: Riley, Alabama’s Nick 
Saban and UCLA's Jim Mora. 


The Huskers had concerns coming out 
of spring practice, such as filling the void 
left by running back Ameer Abdullah and 
receiver Kenny Bell, and solidifying the 
makeup of the offensive line. 

The Huskers return 10 lettermen on the 
line, but senior tackles Alex Lewis and Zach 
Sterup are the only ones with extensive 
starting experience. Do the Huskers have 
five guys capable of doing the heavy lifting? 

Bell’s departure leaves the offense search- 
ing for a reliable vertical threat in the pass- 
ing game. The Huskers will look to junior 
Brandon Reilly and sophomore De’Mornay 
Pierson-E] to fill that role. 

Pierson-El is perhaps the offense’s most 
intriguing figure. He made his mark last 
season as a punt returner, then blossomed 
as a receiver as the season progressed. Riley 
intends to expand his role, perhaps spring- 
ing him as a runner on fly sweeps. 

Nebraska has plenty of options at run- 
ning back in veterans Imani Cross and 
Terrell Newby, plus newcomers Adam Taylor 
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QB Tommy Armstrong Jr* Jr. 


Has led Huskers to 16 victories as starter 


Zack Darlington, Fr. 


RB Terrell Newby Jr. 


Has big shoes to fill in replacing Ameer Abdullah. 


Imani Cross, Sr. 


WR Jordan Westerkamp* Jr. 


Sure-handed WR scored five TDs as a sophomore. 


Jariah Tolbert, Fr. 


WR —_ De’Mornay Pierson-El* So. 


Had two punt returns of 80 yards or longer for scores. 


Jamal Turner, Sr. 


WR Brandon Reilly J. Finished strong after missing half of 2014 season with injury. Alonzo Moore, Jr.* 

TE — Cethan Carter* Jr. Brings difference-making skills to the position. Sam Cotton, Jr. 

LT Alex Lewis* Sr. Started 13 games in first season in the program. Matt Finnin, Sr. 

LG Dylan Utter Jt. Walk-on appears set to make greater impact this season. Jerald Foster, Fr. 

C Ryne Reeves Sr. Brings versatility to line but must stay healthy. Paul Thurston, Jr. 

RG — Chongo Kondolo Sr. Saw plenty of-action in 2014 as Huskers’ third guard. Tanner Farmer, Fr. 

RT Zach Sterup* Sr. Missed spring practice after making 10 starts last season. Given Price, Sr. 

PK —_—_ Drew Brown So. — Set program record for scoring by a freshman kicker. Mauro Bondi, Sr. 
*Returning Starter in Bold 

DE ‘Greg McMullen* Jr. Had four sacks among his 47 tackles last season. Joe Keels, Sr. 

OT Vincent Valentine* Jr. Powerful enough to clog middle, quick enough to get to 0B. Kevin Williams, Sr. 

DT — Maliek Collins* Jr. Led team in tackles for losses and was second in sacks. Kevin Maurice, Jr. 


DE — Jack Gangwish Sr. Gained valuable experience in backing up Randy Gregory. © Freedom Akinmoladun, Fr. 
LB Michael Rose-Ivey J. Part-time starter in 2013 before knee injury wiped out 2014. David Santos, Sr. 
LB —_ Josh Banderas Jr. Part-time starter aims to establish himself full-time in middle. Dedrick Young, Fr. 
LB David Santos* Sr. — Battled knee issues in 2014 but still had 50 tackles. Marcus Newby, So. 
CB Daniel Davie* Sr. Recorded 41 tackles in starting all 13 games in 2014. Chris Jones, So. 
CB. Jonathan Rose Sr. Capable of playing bigger role in final season. Charles Jackson, Jr. 
$ Nathan Gerry* Jr. All-Big Ten performer led team with five interceptions. LeRoy Alexander, Jr. 
$ Byerson Cockrell Sr. Makes moves to safety after being primary nickel back. Kieron Williams, So. 
P Sam Foltz* Jr. Had 26 of 63 punts downed inside 20-yard line in 2014. TBA 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


and Mikale Wilbon. Newby has rushed for 
almost 600 yards in the past two seasons, 
while Cross could get a chance to show his 
versatility after filling the power-back role 
the past three seasons. 


Bo Pelini was hailed as a defensive ge- 
nius when he took over the program in 
2008. That reputation took plenty of hits 
over the years, especially in a number of 
high-profile losses. 

One of the knocks was that Pelini’s de- 
fensive schemes were too complicated. 
Nebraska’s philosophy will get an overhaul 
under new coordinator Mark Banker, who 
believes in streamlining the scheme and 
unleashing his defenders to make plays. 

Banker came away from spring prac- 
tice encouraged, especially after players 
stepped up when injuries sidelined several 
potential key contributors. 

“We have a group of starters and back- 
ups,” Banker said. “We are pretty good at 


a standpoint from a two-deep. The only 
thing that held us back was when Daniel 
(Davie) was hurt and Charles Jackson was 
hurt. Even at that, there is solid competi- 
tion throughout. 

“I think between the defensive line and 
secondary group, we have a very competi- 
tive situation. Secondary wise, there is a lot 
of cooperation and good competition.” 

Davie, a senior, started all 13 games at 
cornerback last season. Jackson is back af- 
ter missing last season with a knee injury. 
If healthy, Jackson, a junior, figures to be 
in the mix for playing time at cornerback 
along with senior Jonathan Rose. 

Junior safety Nate Gerry earned All-Big 
Ten honors and led the team in intercep- 
tions, while senior Byerson Cockrell saw 
extensive action at safety and nickel back 
in 2014. 

The strength of Banker’s first defense 
should be up front, where the Huskers re- 
turn junior starters in end Greg McMullen 
and tackles Maliek Collins and Vincent 
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NDS Rank: No. 7 DT in 2016 class 


“Although Randy Gregory earned most of the attention, it was Collins who led the Huskers in 
tackles for loss last season. Was that because all the blocking focus was on Gregory? We'll 
find out more about Collins this year, but from what you see on film, he has good balance and 
agility for a guy his size. He flashes an explosive burst to penetrate the line and has good clos- 
ing speed, too. Good strength, but he negates it at times when he lets his pad level rise.” 


NDS Rank: No. 15 OT in 2016 class 


“He stood out immediately last season as the starting left tackle for all 13 games. Yes, he 
does need to add more functional strength, but he has the length and light feet scouts are 
looking to develop. With his background (he played some tight end and guard at Colorado 
before his transfer), it’s a case of a lot of untapped potential at tackle for Lewis.” 


NDS Rank: No. 46 WR in 2017 class 


“He’s not an elite athlete in the mold of former teammate Kenny Bell, but Westerkamp is a 
polished route-runner with excellent hand-eye coordination. We can see those traits helping 
him excel in new coach Mike Riley’s pro-style attack.” 


Valentine. Collins, a second-team All-Big 
Ten selection last year, led Nebraska in 
tackles for losses. 

Collins and Valentine have the ability to 
dominate the inside. McMullen brings sol- 
id pass-rushing skills to the edge, and the 
Huskers are looking for senior Jack Gang- 
wish to emerge in place of Randy Gregory 
at the other end spot. 

Depth across the line is a concern. 
Oregon State was most effective when 
Banker was able to regularly rotate his de- 
fensive linemen. 

“You want to stay fresh,” Banker said. 
“Those guys bang on each other all the 
time. The one thing we try to do is make 
sure we have a good rotation. 

“We might put the second group out 
there so they can really bang away, and 
then put fresh guys in there to go get the 
quarterback in long-yardage situations.” 

Depth also is a concern at linebacker, 
where Nebraska had just six scholarship 


— Rob Rang, NFLDraftScout.com 


players practicing in the spring. Junior 
Josh Banderas established himself in the 
middle, while junior Michael Rose-Ivey ap- 
pears healthy after sitting out last season 
with a knee injury. 


De’Mornay Pierson-E] is a threat to score 
every time he touches the ball. The sopho- 
more scored three times on returns last 
season and led the nation in punt return 
yardage. 

Kicker Drew Brown set a school scor- 
ing record for points by a freshman (101), 
breaking the mark set by his older brother, 
Kris. Drew Brown converted 14 of 21 field 
goal attempts but made just 2 of 7 kicks of 
40 yards or longer. 

Senior Mauro Bondi, who missed six 
games last season with a non-football in- 
jury, backs up Brown while also handling 
kickoff duties. He has recorded touchbacks 
on 63 of 111 kickoffs over the past two 


seasons. 

Junior punter Sam Foltz averaged 42.2 
yards per attempt last season, finishing 
fifth in the Big Ten. 


The Riley era will begin with perhaps 
Nebraska’s toughest season-opening game 
in at least a decade. BYU, coming off an 
8-5 season, will visit Lincoln on Sept. 5 for 
the first meeting between the schools. The 
Huskers’ other challenging non-conference 
game will come two weeks later when 
Nebraska visits Miami. 

Nebraska’s Big Ten schedule is favorable 
in that the Huskers play arguably their two 
toughest games at Memorial Stadium. Wis- 
consin will visit Lincoln on Oct. 10, while 
Michigan State travels to Nebraska for 
a Nov. 7 prime-time game. 

An Oct. 17 visit to Minnesota and a 
Nov. 27 trip to Iowa are the Huskers’ 
most challenging conference road games. 
Nebraska lost at each venue in its last visits. 

— Steve Pivovar 
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NOTEBOOK 


N he Nebraska fans made a good first impres- 


sion on new coach Mike Riley as 76,881 

turned out for the spring game. 

Riley admitted to being nervous before taking 
the field at Memorial Stadium for the first time. 

“There has been a lot happening in the last two 
months, and it’s frankly kind of a strange feeling,” 
he said. “There are a lot of mixed emotions, but 
a lot of this is simply very exciting, feeling yourself 
in a new role and a new place. 

“| think that is what is touching about it is the 
amount of support and caring the fans have. There’s 
nothing like being around people that care and this 
much support is pretty neat.” 

The turnout hardly surprised senior defensive 
end Jack Gangwish. 

“As a Nebraska kid, | came to a lot of spring 
games growing up and | wondered if (the new 
coaches) understood how big of a deal it is here,” 
he said. “I don’t think many people do the spring 
game as big as we do.” 

e Nebraska's receiving corps received a spring 
boost with the return of Jamal Turner, who missed 
almost all of the 2014 season with a torn Achilles’. 
The senior had minor knee surgery before the start 
of spring practice but returned in time to catch a 
29-yard touchdown from Zack Darlington in the 
spring game. 

“it was the greatest feeling,” Turner said. “It was 
kind of touching to me, because my team, they 
were more excited than | was when | scored. Ev- 
erybody knows what I’ve been through. They know 
how hard I’ve been fighting. So to see the smiles on 
everybody's faces, it meant a lot to me.” 

Turner came into last season with 64 career re- 
ceptions for 799 yards and four touchdowns before 
his season ended in the second game. 

* Terrell Newby, a junior, used spring practice to 
edge ahead of the competition at the |-back position. 

“| feel like I've developed a lot throughout the 
spring,” said Newby. “| feel comfortable with this 
offense and they've done a good job of keeping 
some stuff we had last year and adding new stuff 
from this year.” 


QUTSIDER’S VIEW 


“Mike Riley most likely really never has had a quar- 
terback who has been a talented runner. This year 
could be the first time, if Tommy Armstrong starts. 
Redshirt freshman quarterback A.J. Bush was very 
good the day | was there. It seemed obvious that 
(Riley) is going to adjust his offense around the quar- 
terback, and if Armstrong is the quarterback, the 
Nebraska offense will look different. 

“| think they have a very serious concern at line- 
backer. Their depth is questionable. | don’t think this is 
going to be as talented of a Nebraska team as it's had 
the last couple years. Defensive coordinator Mark 
Banker is going to simplify the defense. | see them 
scheme-wise better on defense, but | worry about 
linebacker.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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CORNHUSKERS SPRING ROSTER 
Quarterbacks Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 58 Corey Whitaker OL 6-4 290 Jr Murrieta, CA 
4 Tommy QB 6-1 220 Jt Cibolo, TX 


= 


§ Tyson Broekemeier QB 6-1 200 Sr. “Aurora Fyn Anderson OL 6-3 260 Fr. Lincoln 
6 AJBush 08 6-3 220 F. Alpharetta, GA 61 Noah Ameson DL 6-3 300 Fr Omaha 
2 Zack Darlington 0B 6-2 205 Fr. aL 50 Garret Johns DL 6-0 200 Jr. Aurora 
iT Tyrie QB 62 210 Jr. island 58 Joel Lopez DL 6-2 260 So, Saint Charles, IL_ 
rel 0B 6-3 190 Fr Seward 99 Peyton Newell DL 6-3 270 Fr Hiawatha, 
Running Backs Pos, HL Wh Yr. Hometown 76 Dylan Owen tl 65 235 Fr. Westchester, NY 
Noah Johnson RB 6-0 195 Fr. Sutton 97 Logan Rath DL 6-4 280 Jr. Aurora 
~__ Devine Ozigbo RB 5-11 225 Fr. Sachse, TX” ck Stoltenberg OL 6-5 265 Fr. Gretna 
Austin Hemphill FB 6-0 220 Fr. Gretna 7 Maliek Collins oT 6-2 300 Jr. Kansas City, MO_ 
Janovich FB 61-230 Sr. Grenta Carlos Davis BT 6-2 265 Fr. Blue Springs, MO 
38 Harrison Jordan FB 5-10 235 So. Omaha Khalll Davis DT 6-2 265 fr. Blue Springs, MO 
30_Bo Kitrell FB G1 225 Fr. Ashland” 55 Kevin Maurice DT 6-3 280 Jr. ando, 
nn Fe. 6-0 235 dr. Omaha 98 Vincent Valentine OT 6-3 320 Jr. ‘Edwardsville, IL 
32_ Imani Cross _ 1B 6-1 240 ‘Sr. Gainesville, GA 92_ Kevin Williams DT 6-2 275 Sr. Holland, OH 
24 Murat Kuzu R511 200 Sr. Piano, TX 91 Freedom Akinmoladun DE 6-4 255 Fr. Gra 7 
29 Graham Nabity 1B 6-0 210 Jr. Omaha Alex Davi DE 6-5 230 Fr. Riviera Beach, FL 
39 Jordan Nelson B57 = - = = Bo Dzuris . 6-3 250 Jr. Piatt 
34 Terrell Newby 1B 5-10 r. Angeles, 48 Erik Evans 6-3 255 So. y 
23 Austin Rose IB 6-1 6215 Fr. Lincoln 95 Jack Gangwish DE 6-2 265 Sr. Wood Ri 
28 Adam Taylor iB 6-2 210 So. ATK 47_ Watt Jarzynka DE 6-4 240 Fr Loup a 
21 Mikale Wilbon iB 5-8 190 Fr. cago, IL 79 Joe Keels DE 6-3 265 Sr. Kenosha, WI 
iT Setick King DE 6-4 240 Fe Plant iy, FL. 
7__ Tariq Allen WR 6-3 200 Sr, Weston, MA 90 Greg McMullen DE 6-3 280 Jr. OH 
Lavan Alste WR 6-0 175 Fr. xnard,CA 45 AJ. Natter DE 6-5 250 So. Milton, Wi 
B a WR 6-2 200 Fr. Lincoln DaiShon Neal DE 6-7 250 Fr. Omaha 
in Bailey WR 5-11 205 “So, San Clemente, CA 
40 TyBetka 5-7 165 Jr. Superior 52 Josh Banderas 1B 6-2 235 J Lincoln 
9 Sam Burtch WR 6-3 200 Sr. oc a ret any iB Gi 215 Fr Grayson, GA 
81 Kevin Gladney WR 6-1 190 So. Akron, OH iB 6-2 220 Fr. Cozad_ 
25 Blake Holtmeler WR 6-2 200 Fr. Kearn ae (B 6-2 225 Fr. Gretna 
13 Lane Hovey WR 6-4 205 Jr. fide Brody Cleveland iB 6-2 210 ‘Fr. Ogallala 
78 Glenn Irons “WR 5-9 160 Fr. New Orleans,LA 26 ‘Thomas Connely LB 5-11 205 Fr. a3 
82_ Alonzo Moore WR 6-2 195 Jr. Winnfield, LA~ inFerguson ‘LB Hed 200 Fr. New Orleans, LA 
Stanley Morgan WR 6-0 185 Fr. New Orleans, LAs ord iB 6-3 215 Fr. Lincoin 
26 ‘= 5-11 180 Fr. ~ Bellevue © 33 GarrettMcKay 1B 6-0 210 Jr Anaheim Hills, CA 
lerson-Ei WR 5-9 185 So. Alexandria, VA 3 Marcus Newby 6-1 235 “So. florth Potomac, MD 
48 Gabe Rahn WR 6-1 190 So. Le Mars, IA 54 Garrett en iB 6-1 215 Fr. Giltner 
87_Brandon Reilly WR 6-1 195 Jr. Lincoln 15 Michael Rose-lvey LB 5-11 240 Jr. Kansas City, MO 
19 _Jariah Tolbert 63 190 Fr. New Orieans,LA = 41_David Santos 1B 6-0 225 Sr. Spring, TX 
{0 Jamal Tumer WR 6-7 190 Sr. ington, 56 Brad Sim iB O6-0 Ir. aha 
i n p 6-0 195 Jr. Lombard, 1 Adrienne Talan «LB 6-1 200 Fr. Davie, FL_ 
49 Chris Weber B63 220 So. Omaha 
83. Jared Blum TE 6-4 255 Jr. Gretna Jacob Weinmaster (B 6-0 200 Fr. Loveland, CO 
Tt Cethan Carter Te 6-4 240 Jr. Metairie, LA 5 Dedrick Young iB 6-1 220 Fr. Peoria, AZ 
84 Sam Cotton TE 6-4 250 Jr Lincoln 
42_Trey Foster TE 60 245 Jt lincoin. © 4 AveryAnderson DB 175 Fr. "Surprise, AZ 
jer Hoppes TE 6-4 240 So. Cincoln n Cockrell = 60 185 Sr. Columbus, MS” 
Connor TE 6-5 245 So. Norfolk § 25 Nate Ge 6-2 205 Jr. Sioux Falls, SD 
41_ Luke McNitt TE 6-2 240 So, Kearney 29 Nolan Graham 0 5-11 200 Fr. Firth” 
45 Bryan Reimers TE 6-5 210 Fr. ncoln 21 Charles Jackson DB 5-11 180 Jr. ~_ Spring, TX 
Snyder TE 65 245 Fr San Ramon, CA 39 Cameron Jakub DB 5-11 160 Fr. umbus 
86 TE 6-3 255 = Lincoln 8 Chris Jones DB 6-0 180 So. Jacksonville, FL_ 
Offensive Linemen Pos. HL = WL Hometown 1 Boaz Joseph DB 6-1 190 So. Weston, FL 
Jalin Barnett OL 64 310 Ft Lawton, OK 10 Joshua Kalu DB 6-1 185 So. —-Houston, TX 
je Conrad OL 6-5 290 Fr. Fremont a2 tren aly be 6-0 180 Fr. Omaha 
Michael Decker OL 6-4 285 Fr. “Omaha 6 Eric Lee, Jr. DB 6-0 180 Fr 
63 Tanner Farmer Ol 6-4 310 Fr. eat 16 Trai Mosley DB 5-10 170 Fr. Pflugerville, TX 
59 innin OL 6-7 305 Sr. fe, IL Antonio Reed DB 6-2 200 Fr. 
Fr. Lincoln 2 ene DB 6-2 205 = ‘Sr. West Point 
51 Ryan Freudenb Ol 65 305 FF. 36 Zach Stoval DB 5-11 195 So, ~ Bellevue 
9 65 290 Fr Tas Vegas, NV 24 _ Aaron Williams 5-11 F_ Atlanta, GA 
Christian Gaylord OL 6-6 275 ‘Fr. Bal j 27 Kieron Williams 08 6-0 190 So. Shreveport, LA 
73 SamHahn —OLG-6 300. ___ DeWitt 23 Daniel Davie cB 6-1 190 Sr Beatrice 
72” Zach Hannon OL 65 305 So. al 74 Jonathan Rose CB OG-1_— 195 Sr. Leeds, AL 
76 Dwayne Johnson, Jr OL 6-6 285 So. Houston, 2 Alexander S 6-0 195 dr. Toledo, OH 
77awidKnwvel OL — 6-9 310 Soi ta, Catad 
70 ChongoKondolo OL 6-4 300 Sr. Carrollton, TX 37 Mauro Bondi PK 6-0 210 Sr. Boca Raton, FL 
7i_ Alex OL 6-6 290 Sr. Tempe, AZ 34_ Drew Brown PK 5-11 180 So. Southlake, TX 
75 Chris Long OL 6-4 300 Sr. “Blair © 95 Spencer Lindsay PK 5-9 205. Jr —_—‘Kearn 
54 Robl inter OL 64 290 Jr. Centennial, CO 47 Grant Schumacher PK 5-9 165 So. “Lineal 
78 pa Ol 6-4 310 Sr Houston, TX =. 27 Sam ca Ir. sl 
ol 63 300 ‘Sr. Crete $2 Josh Faulkenberry LS 6-3 240 So. ; 
57 Fine feeves OL 68 320 Sr. Hasti Jordan Ober tS 6-1 200 Fr Tas Vegas, NV_ 
55 Paul Thurston OL 65 295 Jr Arvada, Wyatt Mazour ATH 5-9 190 Fr. ion 
Ol 6-1 285 sr 
PASSING GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
PASSING TArmstrong 13 133.04 184 345 12 533 2695 22 73 2073 


R. Fyfe 7 106.60 4 10 0 40.0 40 1 12 5.7 

RECEIVING GP No. Yards Avg TD 

K. Bell 13 47 = 788 «16.8 6 7360.6 
RECEIVING J, Westerkamp 13 44 747 «(17.0 5 

D, Pierson-El 13 23 321 14.0 4 


RUSHING GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 


RUSHING A. Abdullah 13 264 «#1657 #46 1611 6.1 19 57 123.9 
Jr. Armstrong 13 145 842 137 705 49 6 42 54.2 
|. Cross 12 7% 397 #13 384° «#5. 5 62 32.0 


Tackles: Z. Anderson 103, N. Gerry 88, C. Cooper 73 
DEF LEADERS Tackles for loss: M. Collins 14, Z. Anderson 13, R. Gregory 10 
i Sacks: R. Gregory 7, M. Collins 4.5, G. McMullen 4 
Interceptions: N. Gerry 5, D. Davie 2, six tied with 1 
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Dedrick Young 
A pivotal get for Nebraska, the Peoria (Ariz.) Centennial gradu- 


and 19 touchdowns as a senior while adding 98 tackles on 
defense. 


Daishon Neal 
\ Nebraska is light on defensive ends, however the 6-7, 250- 

, pound Omaha (Neb.) Central standout is not light on talent, or 
| upside. Neal once fancied himself as a basketball recruit, but 
he's been a force on the football field the last two years — 
and his growth should certainly continue in Lincoin. 


Stanley Morgan 

The New Orleans (La.) St. Augustine receiver will come in and 
compliment what Nebraska already has at receiver as one of 
the more talented players on the roster. The 6-0, 185-pound 
Morgan was a three-year starter in high school and caught 
more than 170 passes. 
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Lavan Alston WR 60 15 OOO Ventura, CA 

Ranked No. 49 Athlete and the No. 53 ranked player in California according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Ventura County's Male Track Athlete of the Year after winning the 100 and 200 
meters. . Participated in the Semper-Fi All-American game. 


Avery Anderson AH 660 17% OOOO Colorado Springs, CO Pine Creek 
Ranked No. 22 Athlete and the No. 2 ranked player in Colorado according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Helped Pine Creek High School in Colorado Springs to consecutive Class 4A 
state championships... .All-Colorado by the Denver Post...First-team Class 4A choice by the 
Colorado High School Activities Association. ..First-team all-state free safety by the CHSAA... 
all-league and all-region. 


Jalin Bamett 06 64 310 O0O00 Lawton, OK Lawton 
Ranked No. 180 nationally, ranked No. 8 Offensive Guard and the No. 3 ranked player in 
Oklahoma according to the 247Sports Composite. .All-state honors from The Oklahoman as 
a junior...Under Armour All-American selection. ..Considered Oklahoma State before choos- 
ing the Nebraska. 


Mohamed Bary OB &1 255 OOO Loganville, GA Grayson 
Ranked No. 71 Outside Linebacker and the No. 121 ranked player in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..First-team Class AAAAAA all-state...Chose Nebraska over Kansas 
State and Miami. 


Carlos Davis SDE 62 25 O00 Blue Springs, MO Blue Springs 
Ranked No. 19 Strong-Side Defensive End and the No. 4 ranked player in Missouri according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Missouri Coaches Association Class 6 Defensive Player of the 
Year in 2014...Buck Buchanan Award winner...Class 6 all-state pick for the second straight 
year and earned All-Metro honors from the Kansas City Siar. 


Khalil Davis 62 25 ooo Blue Springs, MO 


Blue Springs 
Ranked No. 26 Defensive Tackle and the No. 6 ranked player in Missouri according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..First-team Class 6 all-state selection by the Missouri High School 
Coaches Association... .All-Metro honors from the Kansas City Star. 


Alex Davis WOE 65 200 O00 Palm Beach Gardens, FL Dwyer 
Ranked No. 90 Weakside Defensive End and the No. 280 ranked player in Florida according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Defensive MVP of Florida International's camp...Defensive 
Lineman of the Day at a Miami camp...Chose Nebraska over South Florida. 


Michael Decker 0G 64 25 ooo Omaha Omaha North 
Ranked No. 49 Offensive Guard and the No. 2 ranked player in Nebraska according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..first-team All-Nebraska pick by the Omaha World-Herald...Super 
State pick by the Lincoln Journal Star. ..Honorable-mention all-state honors as a sophomore 
in 2012. 


Tyrin Ferguson OB 62 20 O00 New Orleans, LA Edna Karr 
Ranked No. 91 Outside Linebacker and the No. 64 ranked player in Louisiana according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Named the Class 4A Defensive Player of the Year by the 
Louisiana Sportswriters Association. ..District 9-4A Defensive MVP. 


Christian Gaylord oO 66 25 ooo Baldwin City, KS Baldwin 
Ranked No. 37 Offensive Tackle and the No. 2 ranked player in Kansas according to the 
247Sports Composite...First-team Class 4A all-state pick by Varsitykansas,com. ..Named 
the Lawrence Journal-World's A\l-Area team...All-Simone Team selection...Earned All- 
Frontier League honors on both sides of the ball. 


a——_Y7sPORTS. CORNHUSKERS RECRUITING 2015 


ate did everything in high school but will play outside lineback- 
er in Lincoln. The 6-1, 220-pound Young rushed for 1,557 yards 


Matt Snyder 

Schools like Michigan tried to poach the San Ramon (Calif.) 
California standout from the Huskers, but the 6-4, 245-pound 
Snyder stayed true to Mike Riley and the Huskers. Snyder 
averaged 24-yards per reception as a senior and has the abil- 
ity to be a big-play guy for many years in the Nebraska 
offense. 


Nebraska needs to find its quarterback of the future, a prospect with the ability to be 
a multi-year starter. While the Huskers have recruited the center and guard position 
well as of late, offensive tackle will be a need in this class. Defensive end is one more 
position where the Huskers will be looking to add talent. 

— By Steve Wiltfong 


Committments ri] 


2aysroxr= COMPOSITE 
0 3 16 1 


Average Stars 3,10 


Total Stars 62 
National Rank: 31 B10: 4 


Pos, HL WL Stars Hometown School 


Eric Lee CB 60 180 SCO00 Littleton, CO Valor Christian 
Ranked No. 127 nationally, ranked No. 18 Cornerback and the No. 1 ranked player in 
Colorado according to the 247Sports Composite...All-Colorado selection by the Denver 
Post...First-team 5A all-state honors from the Colorado High School Activities Association. .. 
Honored as a first-team all-state defensive back by the CHSAA...Participated in the Semper 
Fi Bowl...Enrolled in January 2015. 


Stanley Morgan WR 60 185 O00 New Orleans, LA SL Augustine 
Ranked No. 51 Wide Receiver and the No. 21 ranked player in Louisiana according to the 
247Sports Composite...Second-team Class 5A all-state pick by the Louisiana Sportswriters 
Association. ..Chose Nebraska Clemson, Georgia, Florida and Michigan State. 


Daishon Neal SDE 67 20 O00 Omaha Central 
Ranked No. 37 Strongside Defensive End and the No. 1 ranked player in Nebraska 
according to the 247Sports Composite...First-team All-Nebraska selection by the Omaha 
World-Herald. ..Super State selection by the Lincoln Journal Star...All-Metro honors from the 
Omaha World-Herald. 


Jordan Ober lS 61 200 Ooo Las Vegas, NV Bishop Gorman 
Ranked No. 11 Long Snapper and the No. 17 ranked player in Nevada according to the 
247Sports Composite... Drew interest from Arizona State, Boise State and San Jose State 
before choosing Nebraska. 


Devine Ozigho RB 5-11 25 OOO Sachse, TX Sachse 
Ranked No. 56 Running Back and the No. 95 ranked player in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite...First-team All-District 11...Chose Nebraska over Illinois, lowa, 
Kansas State, Miami, Minnesota, Utah and Wisconsin. 


Antonio Reed S 62 2 O00 Southaven 


Southaven, MS 
Ranked No. 149 Safety and the No. 42 ranked player in Mississippi according to the 
247Sports Composite...Chose Nebraska over Memphis, Middle Tennessee State and 
Southern Miss. 


Matt Snyder T 65 25 O00 San Ramon, CA California 
Ranked No. 30 Tight End and the No. 98 ranked player in California according to the 
247Sports Composite...Chose Nebraska over Oregon State, Michigan and California. 


Adrienne Talan $ 6115 Oo00 Hollywood, FL Charles W Flanagan 
Ranked No. 80 Safety and the No. 151 ranked player in Florida according to the 247Sports 
Composite...First-team Class 8A all-state selection by the Associated Press...Chose 
Nebraska over Oregon State, Pittsburgh, TCU and Temple. 


Aaron Williams $ 511 15 ooo Atlanta, GA Carver 
Ranked No. 42 Safety and the No. 66 ranked player in Georgia according to the 247Sports 
Composite...First-team Class AAAAA all-state selection for his play in 2014...First-team 
all-region honors each of his four years at Carver High...First-team all-state pick by the 
Atlanta Journal Constitution in 2013. ..Enrolled in January 2015. 


Dedrick Young ATH «6&1 220 OOO Peoria, AZ Centennial 
Ranked No. 49 Athlete and the No. 8 ranked player in Arizona according to the 247Sports 
Composite. . .All-Arizona offensive pick by the Arizona Republic... Arizona Republic's Division 
Il Player of the Year...Arizona state coaches association named him the Division || Defensive 
Player of the Year. 
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PLAYER PROFILE 


Rose-lvey’s Return from Injury Boosts Defense 


Michael Rose-lvey to return to the 

form he showed in 2013, when he 
set a program record for tackles by a fresh- 
man, despite not becoming a starter until 
the beginning of conference play. 

After that solid debut as a redshirt fresh- 
man, Rose-lvey tore a knee ligament in pre- 
season camp and missed the entire 2014 
season. 

“It was difficult,” the junior said. “I had 
never gone that long without playing ball. 
It is a big adjustment. At times, you feel 
isolated just because you are not with your 
teammates, especially on the road. 

“There were a lot of people around here 
and back home that helped out through the 
process. They have as much of a hand in it 
as anybody.” 

He had at least seven tackles in six games 
as a freshman, including closing the regu- 
lar season with a 17-tackle performance in 
a loss to lowa. Rose-lvey saw most of his 
action that season at middle linebacker. He 
shifted to outside linebacker with his return 
to the field this spring. 

“Having the ability to go out there and 
compete for the whole spring practice felt 
good,” Rose-lvey said. 

“Just trying to get some growth and de- 
velopment and chemistry with the guys. 
They have a whole year playing and | had 
a whole year sitting out. It’s been a journey 
but it feels good to finally get into it.” 

Rose-lvey’s returns bolsters a position 
where the Huskers are short on numbers. 
Nebraska was without veteran David San- 
tos during the spring, which opened up 
playing time for freshman Dedrick Young, 
who joined the program in January. 

“Dedrick coming in was a big help for us 
with a lack of numbers,” Rose-Ivey said. 
“He’s a good player that is going to be look- 
ing to play in the fall.” 

Rose-Ivey also liked the growth he saw 
the defense make in new coordinator Mark 
Banker's system. 

“I’m very confident in the defense,” he 


[\fucias is counting on linebacker 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-foothall/big-ten/nebraska 
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MICHAEL ROSE-IVEYE 


Photo by Rick Osentoski-USA TODAY Sports 


said. “I think a lot of other people are. We : 
put in some great work. Of course, during : 
spring ball, especially with the new offense : 
coming in, we would expect the defense to : 
kind of set the tone for the whole spring. : 
Which we did. : 

“We have some things to work on this : 
summer. We'll get some of the freshman : 
guys coming in and | think it will be fun. : 
It should be a fun summer for us.” : 


: Has chance to make 
: immediate impact at 


: joining program in 


: tackles in the spring game. 


_ BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
: WR DEMORNAY PIERSON-EL 


? Electrifying player capable <a 
? of making an impact 

? any time he touches ; 

? the ball. ... Earned sec- = 

: ond-team All-America > 


? and Freshman All- 

? America honors in 2014 
? while ranking as one of the nation’s top punt 

: returners. ... Led nation in punt return yards 

: (596) by almost 200 yards, and finished 

: second in average return (17.5 yards). ... 

: Returned three punts for touchdowns, includ- 
: ing one of 86 yards and another of 80 yards. 

? ... Had 17 of his 23 receptions in the final four 
; games. 


: EMERGING STAR 


: LB MICHAEL ROSE-IVEY 

: Appeared poised to 

: become big-time play- 

: maker until a preseason 
: knee injury wiped out 

: his 2014 season. ... Set 
: program record for tackles 
: by freshman (66) in 2013, when he earned 

: All-Big Ten freshman honors. ... Settled in as 

: Starter at middle linebacker at beginning con- 
? ference play. ... Had 17 tackles, including four 
? for losses, in win over lowa in regular-season 

: finale. ... His tackle total against the Hawkeyes 
: was the most at Nebraska since Lavonte 

: David had 17 against Michigan in 2011. 


: TOP NEWCOMER 


LB DEDRICK YOUNG 


position of need after 


January. ... Recorded six 


... Will need to add size and strength during 


: the summer but showed outstanding instincts 


in earning a spot on the depth chart. ... Twice 
earned All-Arizona honors while playing line- 
backer and running back for Peoria (Ariz.) 


: Centennial High. ... Rushed for more than 
: 3,700 yards and scored 51 touchdowns in 
: final three seasons of high school. 


: Photos courtesy of Nebraska Athletics. 
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~ OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mick McCall 


NORTHWESTERN 


"STADIUM: Ryan Field: 47,130 


ANSWERS ON OFFENSE START WITH QUARTERBACK BATTLE 


inpointing one reason for consecu- 
P« 5-7 seasons at Northwestern 

would be difficult. But certainly two 
years of inconsistency on offense is as big 
a reason as any. 

Questions lingered on everything from 
play-calling to leadership; numerous of- 
fensive players have identified the latter 
as a core issue during two topsy-turvy sea- 
sons. The hope is that a three-player quar- 
terback competition will help jump-start 
a program that recently appeared to have 
staying power, going 10-3 in 2012 with 
a Gator Bow] win. 

The players vying for the job — fifth-year 
senior Zack Oliver, redshirt sophomore 
Matt Alviti and redshirt freshman Clayton 
Thorson — all bring various skills to the 
offense. But one intangible is paramount: 
leadership. 

“Tt’s something that we’re really working 
on just to change that mentality,” Oliver 
said, “and really get that winning mentality 
back so that we can get back to a 10-3 season 
or better.” 

Throughout much of last season, Oliver 
was the presumptive starter. He backed 
up Trevor Siemian all year and started the 
Wildcats’ final game against Illinois. But a 
poor showing against the Illini, in a game 
Northwestern needed to win to become 
bowl eligible, led to a competition this off- 
season. 

Thorson and Alviti are dual-threat quar- 
terbacks, while the big-armed Oliver prom- 
ises he can run as well. But given that Oliver 
can’t run the ball like Alviti or Thorson, it’s 
possible the Wildcats could employ a two- 
quarterback system. They used the system 
in 2012 and 2013 with Siemian and Kain 
Colter. 

Last year Alviti saw some playing time as a 
runner toward the end of the season, but not 
enough to have proclaimed him the second 
quarterback in a two-quarterback system. 
Still, the playing time served Alviti well after 
running the scout team offense during his 
redshirt year in 2013. 

“You gain some insight as to what it takes 
to play in the Big Ten and also it just gives 
you confidence knowing that you’re able to 
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produce in the Big Ten,” Alviti said of his 
playing experience. : 

Fresh off running the scout team in 2014, 
Thorson, one of the prized dual-threat 
quarterbacks in his recruiting class, is ex- 
cited for the chance to run Northwestern’s 
offense. 

“Last year, I was still competing, learning 
the offense in the fall,” Thorson said. “But 
it’s definitely a little different knowing that 
you’re competing to be the guy.” 


OFFENSE 


If there was a perfect time for Northwest- 
ern to have questions at quarterback, this 
might be it. 

Whichever player (or players) wins the 
competition will be joined by a slew of ex- 
perienced position players. Fifth-year senior 
wide receiver Christian Jones returns after 
taking a medical redshirt last season. He has 
the best hands on the team and was sorely 
missed in critical third-down situations. As 
a junior in 2013, Jones started all 12 games 
and caught 54 passes for 668 yards and four 
touchdowns. 

Jones is joined in the receiving corps by 
senior Cameron Dickerson — a solid verti- 
cal threat — and speedster Miles Shuler, who 
can give defenses fits in the screen game. 
Senior superback Dan Vitale, essentially 
Northwestern’s version of an H-back, is an 
athletic freak who needs to be featured more 
in the offense. He has the capability to go 
for more than 100 yards in a game, as he did 
at Penn State last season when he had 113 
yards receiving. But he also has disappeared 
for weeks. 

But the featured offensive player is certain 
to be sophomore Justin Jackson. 

While Jackson spent time in the shad- 
ows of a talented group of Big Ten running 
backs last season, he was front and center 
in Evanston. He rushed for 1,187 yards and 
10 touchdowns as a freshman, promising 
to grow into one of the conference’s elite 
running backs. He ran for at least 96 yards 
in seven of the final eight games of last sea- 
son. 

Both Jones and Jackson missed spring prac- 
tice due to surgeries but are expected to have 


SCHEDULE 


14 Record 


Date 


Sept. 5 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 19 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 24 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 21 


Nov. 28 _ vs. Illinois (Soldier Field) 


Opponent 


STANFORD 
EASTERN ILLINOIS 
at Duke 
BALL STATE 
MINNESOTA 
at Michigan 
1OWA 
at Nebraska 
PENN STATE 
PURDUE 
at Wisconsin 


RESULTS 


Sse - GS -@Q@e<eBbki-e wr 


5-7, 3-5 
CALIFORNIA 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
WESTERN ILLINOIS 
at Penn State 
WISCONSIN 
at Minnesota 
NEBRASKA 
at lowa 
MICHIGAN 
at Notre Dame (OT) 
at Purdue 
ILLINOIS 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


8-5 
5-7 
9-4 
5-7 
8-5 


3-9 
11-3 
6-7 


an © 0 8 MD 0 © 100 
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AT A GLANCE F 


LOCATION: 


Evanston, Ill. 


2014: 
5-7 overall, 3-5 Big Ten (T-5th, West) 


COACH: 
Pat Fitzgerald — At Northwestern and 
overall: 60-53, 9 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


15; 6 offense, 8 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

RB Justin Jackson, WR Christian Jones, 
SB Dan Vitale, LT Matt Frazier, DE Dean 
Lowry, CB Matthew Harris, S Godwin 
Igwebuike 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


Northwestern has the ability to create 
explosive plays on offense, and a ball- 
hawking group of defenders can create 
timely turnovers. Jackson is a rising 
star running back with All-Big Ten 
potential. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


Northwestern returns an unproven 
Offensive line that has hamstrung the 
Offense over the last two seasons. The 
Wildcats have struggled to tackle in 
the fourth quarter, allowing backbreak- 
ing conversions on third and fourth 
downs late in games. A consistent 
punter must emerge. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Trevor Siemian, WR Tony Jones, 

C Brandon Vitabile, LB Chi Chi Ariguzo, 
LB Jimmy Hall, S Ibraheim Campbell 


OVERVIEW: 

After back-to-back losing seasons, 
this year is extremely important for 
Northwestern and its coaching staff, 
which remains intact from its 10-3 
season in 2012. Injuries have plagued 
the Wildcats during the past two sea- 
sons, limiting what the coaches can 
do in practice. Staying healthy will be 
as big a key as any. 


KEY NUMBER: p : i = \ 


2] New jersey number for RB Justin 
Jackson, who wore 28 last fall. He 
Ju = (hee 
school defensive back in honor of 
Deion Sanders. J A =) 0 N 


originally wore No. 21 as a high 
Photo by Tomasso DeRosan™ 


ANTHONY WALKER 


no lingering effects. 

“A lot of the little things are what I 
learned from last year, watching the tape,” 
Jackson said of the lessons of his first sea- 
son. “It’s a lot of little things that we didn’t 
do ... to be a winner.” 

While a group of talented skill play- 
ers makes Northwestern look like a sleek 
sports car, what’s under the hood mat- 
ters, too. Offensive line play is what 
makes any attack go, and the Wildcats 
have lacked in that area in the past two 
years. Northwestern allowed 34 sacks last 
season. 

Since 2013, Northwestern has tinkered 
with different combinations. This offsea- 
son, moving Geoff Mogus to left tackle 
appeared to be the plan. Mogus started 
the past two seasons at left guard, but at 
6-5 has the size to play tackle. Eric Olson 
returns after starting nine games at right 
tackle last year. Matt Frazier will remain at 
left guard after starting all 12 games there 
last season. 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS 
0B 
RB 


WR Cameron Dickerson* 


WR 
WR 
SB 
UT 
LG 
C 
RG 
RT 
PK 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


STARTER 
Zack Oliver 
Justin Jackson 


Christian Jones 
Miles Shuler* 
Dan Vitale* 
Geoff Mogus* 
Adam DePietro 
fan Park 

Matt Frazier* 
Eric Olson* 
Jack Mitchell* 


YR. 
Sr. 
So. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
J. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jt. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 


COMMENT 


Big-armed signal caller is well-respected among players. 


Ran for 1,187 yards in 2014 and is tough to wrap up. 
Big-play threat who can take the top off coverage. 
Took a medical redshirt last season. Great hands. 
Speedy slot receiver who will see the ball in run game. 
Outstanding athlete with big-game potential. 

Has started at left quard; kicked out to tackle this year. 
Inexperienced player who will be watched closely. 
Good athlete who has played as a reserve guard. 
Should emerge as the leader on the line. 

Good run blocker with great strength. 

Needs to work on accuracy over 40 yards. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS 
DE 
OT 
DT 
DE 
LB 
LB 
LB 
CB 
CB 
$ 
$ 
P 


STARTER 

Deonte Gibson* 
Greg Kuhar* 
Sean McEvilly 
Dean Lowry* 
Jaylen Prater 
Anthony Walker* 
Drew Smith* 
Matthew Harris* 
Nick VanHoose* 
Traveon Henry* 
Godwin Igwebuike 
Hunter Niswander 


YR. 


Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jt. 
So. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
So. 
So. 


COMMENT 

Coaches have celebrated his ability for a year. 
Started 10 games last year before lower-body injury. 
Limited to only three games last year due to injury. 
Honorable mention All-Big Ten last year. 

Untested as a starting, every-down player. 

Ability in pass coverage and loves to create contact. 
Most experienced of Wildcats’ linebackers. 

Has pro potential and great cover skills. 

Experienced cover guy good in run support. 

A vocal leader in the secondary; extremely poised. 
Had a three-interception game at Wisconsin last year. 
Punted five times in limited action last season. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Matt Alviti, So. 

Warren Long, Jr. 
Pierre Younglood-Ary, Sr. 
Stephen Buckley, Jr. 
Andrew Scanlan, Jr. 
Garrett Dickerson, So. 
Tommy Doles, Fr. 
Connor Mahoney, Jr. 
Brad North, So. 
Shane Mertz, Sr. 
Blake Hance, Fr. 
Arthur Omilian, Sr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Ifeadi Odenigbo, Jr. 
Max Chapman, Sr. 

C.J. Robbins, Sr. 
Xavier Washington, So. 
Nate Hall, Fr. 

Jaylen Prater, Jr. 
Joseph Jones, Jr. 
Marcus McShepard, So. 
Keith Watkins II, So. 
Kyle Queiro, So. 

Jared McGee Fr. 

Matt Micucci, Jr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


But even with some experience return- 
ing to the line, the group hasn’t proven it 
can consistently protect the quarterback, 
and that limited the play-calling in 2013 
and 2014. 


DEFENSE 


There isn’t a position on the field where 
depth is more celebrated than the defen- 
sive line. Wildcats coach Pat Fitzgerald, 
a former linebacker, has called it the tough- 
est position to play. Good thing for him, 
Northwestern has a lot of people who can 
play it. 

The Wildcats return seven upperclass- 
men with significant playing experience on 
the defensive line, plus Xavier Washington 
who was one of four true freshmen to start 
last season for Northwestern. Washington, 
was in the rotation among the defensive 
ends. 

Talented defensive ends Deonte Gibson 
and Dean Lowry are back for the Wildcats, 
and Greg Kuhar and Sean McEvilly are ex- 


pected to man the middle of the defensive 
line for Northwestern. 

The wild card is Ifeadi Odenigbo, a tal- 
ented rush end/outside linebacker who has 
struggled to defend the run, leaving him 
off the field for most early downs. But he’s 
a proven pass rusher, so the coaching staff 
worked on improving his run defense in 
hopes of using him more consistently this 
season, 

Northwestern is most inexperienced on 
defense at linebacker. 

Drew Smith returns after splitting time at 
Sam linebacker last season, making 37 tack- 
les. Redshirt sophomore Anthony Walker 
ended the season as the starter at middle 
linebacker after Collin Ellis was forced to 
retire due to concussions, but Walker has 
yet to prove how he will hold up for an en- 
tire season at football’s most physical posi- 
tion. Nate Hall and Jaylen Prater will battle 
for time at Will linebacker, but Northwest- 
ern has been willing to rotate its outside 
linebackers. 
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Dean Lowry, DE, Senior 
NDS Rank: No. 31 DE in 2016 class 


Nick VanHoose, CB, Senior 
NDS Rank: No. 21 CB in 2016 class 


Geoff Mogus, OL, Senior 
NDS Rank: No. 45 0G in 2016 class 


TOP 3 NFL PROSPECTS 


“I'd guess that Lowry will be typecast by some as a ‘tweener, but | like his combination of 
length, strength and tenacity as a base end for a 4-3 scheme. He has enough burst off the ball 
to pressure off the edge, and he shows enough power to slide inside on passing downs. He’s a 
steady, blue-collar type, although he might lack the desired upside in the eyes of scouts.” 


“The Wildcats aren’t known for fielding great corners, but VanHoose has the length, instincts 
and downhill closing-quickness to get a look. | like his aggression in run support and on 
special teams, where he blocked three kicks a year ago.” 


“Mogus started the past two years at left guard but took snaps at left tackle this spring, so 


he could potentially boost his stock if he plays there in 2015. If he does, we'll find out more 
if he has the foot speed to handle NFL edge rushers. Otherwise, Mogus plays with balance 
and awareness and shows a good initial punch to knock defenders on their heels. He does 
struggle at times, though, at the second level.” 


— Rob Rang, NFLDraftScout.com 


The most talent-rich group on defense 
lies in the secondary. Cornerback Matthew 
Harris and Godwin Igwebuike could grab 
the attention of NFL scouts. 

Harris, a junior, has started since he 
was a true freshman. Igwebuike was close 
to playing as a true freshman in 2013. 
During his redshirt freshman year last 
season, he started five games in place of 
starter Ibraheim Campbell. With Camp- 
bell graduated, the spot is now Igwebui- 
ke’s. Like Campbell, Igwebuike is a ball- 
hawking, playmaking safety. He showed 
just that in a three-interception game 
against Wisconsin. 

But on all three levels of this Northwest- 
ern defense, players need to be more con- 
sistent in the fourth quarter. Over the last 
two seasons, the Wildcats lost close games 
because their defense failed to make key 
stops. 

“Everyone needs to get on the same page 


2012 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 31.7 42 
Rushing 225.5 19 
Passing 169.1 106 
Total 394.6 64 


OFFENSE 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 22.5 29 

Rushing 27.6 21 Rushing 
Passing 250.5 84 Passing 
Total 378.2 47 Total 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+14 + 1.08 


RANK 
10 +3 


2013 RANKINGS 


PER GAME 
26.2 83 y 


PER GAME 


27.1 68 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
Kk +0.3 4) 


and just be consistent and confident in our 
abilities,” Harris said. “We trust the coach- 
ing. We trust everything around us. We just 
have to be more consistent.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Northwestern ranked last in punting in 
the Big Ten last season, averaging 32.7 net 
yards per attempt. The defense suffered as a 
result. The Wildcats will need to find con- 
sistency in the punt game to take pressure 
off its defense. 

Returning punts, though, should be a 
strength for the 2015 Wildcats. Speedster 
Miles Shuler should assume those duties 
and could end the season as one of the Big 
Ten’s best at the position. 

Kicker Jack Mitchell returns after miss- 
ing only one field-goal attempt inside of 40 
yards last season. But he needs to improve 
his range after converting just 3 of 6 at- 
tempts from 40 yards or more. 


2014 RANKINGS 


RANK OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 


T-98 


62 3 { 100 


227.2 69 é 5 76 


399.6 73 Total 


353.1 104 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 25.2 47 
68 Rushing 9. 70 
99 Passing 

88 Total 


RANK 


TO MARGIN-PERGAME RANK 
+4 + 0.33 40 


ff 


DEAN LOWRY 


Es 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Given the changing college football 
landscape and new playoff format, North- 
western looked to schedule non-conference 
programs that have been successful and are 
academically comparable. 

The Wildcats open the season by play- 
ing Stanford at home then travel to Duke 
in Week 3. Both are tough matchups that 
could leave Northwestern sitting at 2-2 
heading into the Big Ten season. 

Northwestern is lucky to avoid powers 
from the Big Ten East, but it does have to 
travel to Nebraska and Wisconsin in what 
will be tough division games. That game 
against the Badgers on Nov. 21 could prove 
to be too high a hurdle, but it does offer 
an opportunity for a late-season signature 
win. 

The Wildcats always seem to play lowa 
close and will look to avenge losses to the 
Hawkeyes over the last two seasons on 
Oct. 17. 

— Seth Gruen 
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NOTEBOOK 


s of mid-May, Northwestern was still await- 
A a ruling from the National Labor Rela- 

ions Board on whether its football players 
were permitted to unionize. The university lost in 
a hearing before a Chicago regional board, which 
ruled that the Wildcats players were permitted to 
unionize. 

* Quarterback Zack Oliver pointed to off-the- 
field distractions over the past two seasons that re- 
sulted in inconsistent play on offense. Surprisingly, 
he was not referencing the unionization effort. 

“| know you're probably expecting me to men- 
tion that union, but that’s not what | was talking 
about,” Oliver said. 

“| meant just people maybe not being as 100 
percent focused on this program as possible and 
| feel like a lot of those people aren't here anymore, 
so hopefully we can really focus on what the goals 
are of this team.” 

Just because Justin Jackson is expected to 
be the featured running back doesn’t mean others 
won't be in the mix to get touches out of the back- 
field. Northwestern has a slew of talented backs, 
including junior Warren Long, redshirt freshman 
Auston Anderson and sophomore Solomon 
Vault, who was recruited to Northwestern as 
a receiver. 

e Jackson expects his sophomore campaign to 
be a challenge. Last year, each defense he faced 
saw him for the first time and had little to go on in 
the way of a scouting report. This season will be 
different. 

“I'm sure next year will probably be more clear to 
that because they'll have more tape,” Jackson said. 

Vault could emerge as one of the Big Ten’s best 
kick returners. As a true freshman, he averaged 26.2 
yards per return and scored on an 89-yard return in 
the Wildcats’ season finale against Illinois. 

© Cornerback Matthew Harris thinks North- 
western’s defense has tremendous potential. It's 
just a matter of showing it on every play. “Everyone 
needs to get on the same page and just be consis- 
tent and confident in our abilities,” Harris said. “We 
trust the coaching. We trust everything around us. 
We just have to be more consistent.” 


OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“The quarterback and the offensive line are the key 
issues. They had a lot of players out for spring prac- 
tice, which seems like they do every year, so | don't 
know that | got a great look at them. At quarterback, 
Zack Oliver is a veteran who could be efficient and 
manage the game. Matt Alviti, I'm not sure he will wind 
up as a quarterback. He has great ability to run, but I’m 
not sure he throws it well enough. To me, the real 
talent is Clayton Thorson, the redshirt freshman. 

“The offensive line is really going to be an issue. 
Their season depends on who they decide to play at 
quarterback, and how good that guy becomes, and 
how that offensive line develops. 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 


WILDCATS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterbacks Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 63 _ lan Park OL 6-4 200 J. Pittsburgh, PA 
7 MattAlviti QB 6-0 200 So. Park Ridge 77 Kenton Playko OL 65 29 J Lewis Center, OH 
17_ Daniel Kubiuk 0B 6-1 195 Fr. Barrington Defensive Linemen Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 
10 Zack Oliver QB 6-4 240 Sr, Baton Rouge, LA 96 Max Chapman OL 6-3 265 Sr. Ponte Vedra, FL 
18 Clayton Thorson QB 6-4 210 Fr. Wheaton 13 Deonte Gibson OL 6-3 270 Sr. Lakewood, OH 
Running Backs Pos. Ht Wh Yr. Hometown 95 Eric Joraskie OL 6-4 245 Fr. Mount Carmel, PA 
12 Auston Anderson RB 5-9 180 Fr. Plano, TX 93 Greg Kuhar DL 6-3 310 Jr, Concord Township, OH 
44 Malcolm Bowman RB 5-11 190 Fr. Dallas, TX 67 Tyler Lancaster DL 6-3 295 So. Romeoville 
21° Justin Jackson RB 5-11 185 So. Carol Stream 94 Dean Lowry DL 6-6 280 Sr. Rockford 
13 Warren Long RB 6-0 205 Jr Union City, CA 91 Sean McEvilly OL 300 Sr. Yorba Linda, CA 
25 Xavier Menifield RB 5-10 200 Fr, Valencia,CA 7‘ ffeadi Odenigbo «DL~«G-3. 240 Jr, Centerville, OH 
4 Solomon Vault RB 5-10 190 So. Gaithersburg, MD 99 Ben Oxley DL 6-6 200 Fr. Avon Lake, OH 
Wide Receivers Pos, Hi Wt Yr Hometown 50 James Prather DL 6-4 235 Fr Memphis, TN 
36_Corey Acker WR 5-9 165 So. _Ballston Lake,NY_ 53 HeathReineke = DL_6-3. 230‘, Ashland, OH 
16 Quinn Baker WR 5-9 185 So. Trout Valley 90 C.J, Robbins DL 65 295 Sr. Peru 
EL aT SE La Fomey,T™ 98 Xavier Washington DL 6-1 235 So. Cedar Hill, TX 
80 Austin Cart WR 6-1 195 J Benicia, CA_ 9 Fred Wyatt DL 64 280 Fr prea eo 
19 Cameron Dickerson WR 6-3 210 Sr. Englewood, NJ PITT Ronee 
En ene AR Mokena 32._Nate Hall 1B 62 210 Fr Toledo, OH 
87 MarkGorogianis WR 6-0 190 So. Lombard 54. Eric Hauser 1B 6-0 235 So. Lake Barrington 
Ht a Honolulu, Hl 35 Tom Hruby $B 63 240 Sr Grown Point, IN 
43 Cole Johnson WR 6-1 200 So. Avon, IN 42_ Joseph Jones 1B 6-4 25 Jt Plano 
14 Christian Jones WR 6-3 230 Sr. Houston, TX 46 Anthony Perce-Adams 1B 6-0 210 Fr Chicago 
Mike McHugh WR 6-3 200 J. Kirkwood, MO 5 Jaylen Prater 1B 6-0 235 Jr Hamden, OH 
2 ChristianSalem QB 6-3 195 Jr. Santa Monica, CA 53 Cameron Quero LB G1 225 Ft Verona, Nd 
82 Andrew Scanlan WR 6-2 210 Jr Royersford, PA 49 Josh Roberts ib BMS So Wamego, KS 
5 Miles Shuler WR 5-10 180 Jr Long Branch, NJ we ete 
55 Drew Smith \BO6-1 Sr. Cincinnati, OH 
15 Macan Wilson WR 6-0 185 So. Houston, TX eh eo naa 
11 Pier Youngblood-Ary WR 6-3 185 Sr Oriendo,,_ «SS Anorak _ 18 6-1 225 So. Mian Fi 
: 56 Brett Walsh (B61 So. Monrovia, CA 
Superbacks Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 
9 Garrett Dickerson SB 63 250 So. Englewood, NJ Defensive Backs Pos. HL Wt = Yr. Hometown 
46. Eric Lutzen SB 6-5 25 Fr. Pewaukee, WI 27 Matthew Harris CB 5-11 180 Jr. LaGrange Highlands 
86 Jack Schwaba $B 6-4 260 So.  UpperSt. Clair, PA 17 Marcus McShepard CB 5-11 195 So. University Heights, OH 
85 Mark Szott SB 6-4 260 Sr. ~~ Naperville 47 Troy Sheppard CB 5-10 170 Jt Joliet 
88 Jayme Taylor $B 6-4 230 So. The Woodlands, TX 23 Nick VanHoose CB 6-0 190 Sr. Urbana, OH 
40 Dan Vitale SB Tar Wt a op 3 Kelth Watkins II CB 5-11 180 So, Cincinnati, OH 
Offensive Linemen Pos. HL Wt Yr Hometown 22_Parrker Westphal CB 6-1 _180_Fr. Bolingbrook 
74 Graham Bullmore OL 6-7 280 So. ee een oe ee eS ee 
59 J.B, Butler OL 63 280 Fr. nicl 9a ven Ey EP en cores Lakes Te 
79 SamCoverdale OL 6-6 275 Fr. _—ChagrinFFalls,oH 16 Godwin igwebuike _$ 6-0 200 So _ Pickerington, OH 
73 Adam DePietro OL 6-5 205 Livcesion PA», (Alsen otee. a B26 la Manshelo; TX 
Ti Tommy Doles OL 6-6 270 ‘Fr. —_—Grand Rapids,mj_ -_48_Tommy Odell S__§11 200 _ So. River Forest 
57. Matt Frazier OL 6-4 295 Sr Bourbonnais 21 Kyle Queiro S$ 63 200 So. Verona, NJ 
72 Blake Hance OL 6-5 275 Fr. Jacksonville Specialists Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 
89 Connor Mahoney OL 6-4 290 Jt Malvern,PA --8_Jack Mitchell PK 6-3 210 Jr San Diego, CA 
70 Shane Mertz OL 68 310 Sr. Hazlet, NJ 38 Arthur Omilian PK 5-11 180 Sr. Atlanta, GA 
53 Geoff Mogus OL 6-5 305 Sr. Lorain, OH 32 Hunter Niswander K/P 6-5 230 So. Peninsula, OH 
69 Brad North OL 6-2 280 So. Allen, TX 33 Matt Micucci P/PK 5-11 185 Jr Lake Zurich 
76 Eric Olson OL 66 285 Jr Sudbury, MA 52 ChrisFitzpatrick LS 6-2 230 Jr Lawrenceburg, KY 


cra 


DEF. LEADERS 


INDIVIDUAL STAT 


NAME 
T.Siemian 11 
Z. Oliver 4 


Tackles: C. Ariguzo 104, T. Henry 73, M. Harris 70 

Tackles for loss: A. Walker 9, D, Lowry 8, C. Ariguzo 6.5 
Sacks: D. Lowry 4, |, Odenigho 3, C. Ariguzo 2 

Interceptions; !, Campbell 3, G. Igwebuike 3, four tied with 2 


7 60 201.3 
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H_—BASPORTS. WILD S RECRUITING 2015 


Jelani Roberts 


had 21 tackles for loss and 16 sacks as a junior. Gaziano 
/ arrives in Evanston ranked by 247Sports as the nation’s 
No. 31 strongside defensive end. 


Pos, Ht WL Stars Hometown School 


Charlie Fessler WR 64 15 GOO Erie, PA Cathedral Prep 
Ranked No. 124 Wide Receiver and the No. 23 ranked player in Pennsylvania according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Selected to the PSFCA/Big 33 All-Star game. ...2014 All-State First Team 
selection by the PA Football Writers. ..First Team All-District honoree by the Erie Times News... 
First Team All-Region 6 selection. 


Nathan Fox 1B 62 20 oOo Houston, TX Clear Lake 
Ranked No. 23 Inside Linebacker and the No. 88 ranked player in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named a Second Team All-American by MaxPreps.com ...First Team 
All-State honors from the Texas Associated Press...Two-time District 24-64 most valuable 
player... .All-Greater Houston Area First Team selection. 


Joe Gaziano SDE 64 2422 000 Westwood, MA Xaverian Brothers 
Ranked No. 31 Strongside Defensive End and the No. 1 ranked player in Massachusetts accord- 
ing to the 247Sports Composite...2014 USA Today Second Team All-USA...Semper Fidelis 
All-American (East captain)...2014 Boston Globe Division One Player of the Year... 
Massachusetts Coaches Association All-State Team...Two-time Catholic Conference most 
valuable player. 


Trent Goens WHE 63 25 O00 Chino, CA Chine Hills 
Ranked No. 31 Weakside Defensive End and the No. 79 ranked player in California according to 
the 247Sports Composite... .All-League, All-Area San Gabriel Valley, All-Iniand Empire and All-CIF 
honors as a senior... Three-time All-Area San Gabriel Valley. 


Cameron Green WR 62 1% O00 Lincolnshire Adiai Stevenson 


Ranked No. 97 Wide Receiver and the No. 16 ranked player in Illinois according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Helped Stevenson H.S. win an IHSA 8A state championship in 2014. ..Two-time 
All-State honoree. .. Three-time All-Area selection...2013 Daily Herald Player of the Year. 


Montre Hartaye CB 60 18% «OO Contele, GA Crisp County 
Ranked No. 187 Cornerback and the No. 203 ranked player in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite...Two-time All-Region First Team honoree...All-Area First Team ... 
Named All-Region Second Team as a sophomore in 2012. 


Adam Lemke-Bell Oo 65 25 ooo Oak Park River Forest 
Ranked No. 87 Offensive Tackle and the No. 18 ranked player in Illinois according to the 
247Sports Composite...2014 Chicago Tribune All-State Second Team selection. .. Chicago Sun- 
Times All-Area. . All-West Suburban Conference player. 


Alonzo Mayo 8 510 172 O00 Baltimore, MD Gilman 
Ranked No. 167 Comerback and the No. 40 ranked player in Maryland according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named All-MIAA First Team, Private School All-State First Team and 
Baltimore Sun All-Metro First Team...Participated in the Maryland Crab Bow! All-Star Game. 


John Moten RB O60 18 «O00 Saint Louis, MO John Burroughs School 
Ranked No. 60 Running Back and the No. 13 ranked player in Missouri according to the 
247Sports Composite...2013 and 2014 Metro League Player of the Year...Named 2014 MFCA 
All-State First Team... Two-time All-District and St. Louis Post-Dispatch All-Metro First Team. 


Jacob Murray S$ 611% ooo Coppell, TX Coppell 


Ranked No. 159 Safety and the No. 264 ranked player in Texas according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Chose Northwestern over Air Force, Nevada, and North Texas. 


) true freshman, the Scituate (Mass.) Xaverian Brothers standout 
j 


Flynn Nagel o ; : 
i, The Wildcats need a reliable pass catcher in the offense this fall [= Arguably the fastest player coming out of Baltimore, Roberts 

Pay | Y) and the Lemont (ll) High standout is just that. Nagel is all over arar is the type of talent that could return the season-opening 
—J the state leaderboard for receptions, yards and touchdowns for [=™I Kickoff against Stanford for a touchdown. Lightly recruited, as 
c a season and a career, capping things off as a senior with — a senior at Baltimore (Md.) Gilman, Roberts racked up 1,695 
=e 93 receptions for 1,431 yards and 28 touchdowns. all-purpose yards and 15 touchdowns. He'll be dynamic dur- 
= ing his Northwestern career in the slot and as a return man. 
Li. Jordan Thompson 
jm) redegertws a ante ote Lo hea It's important to Northwestern that it follows up a strong 2015 recruiting class at the 
ge | Thonsean re ed Cincinnati (Ohio) La Salle cai ors of. receiver position with another one in 2016. The Wildcats have already secured a quar- 
= the c vi niry’s toughest schedules in winning a har chanapln terback verbal out of SEC country in Deuce Wallace, a strong get after taking an ath- 
fated = a 
—s ship as a senior. With how many guys Northwestern rotates tore re Toren) 2016, — By Steve Wiltfon 
oO along the defensive line, it's hard to imagine Thompson not 0 
C.) playing. 
Ld 7 Joe Gaziano eS 4 
yf \, Another defensive lineman expected to play right away as a La SPORTS COM POSITE Paemnieners 
co Average Stars 


Total Stars 59 
B10: 10 


0 Oo 19 1 


60000 S000 ooo OC PRINT 


Pos. HL WL Stars Hometown School 


Flynn Nagel WR 511 19 O00 Lemont Lemont 
Ranked No. 65 Safety and the No. 10 ranked player in Illinois according to the 247Sports 
Composite... Chicago Tribune All-State selection...Named to the IHSFCA 6A All-State squad... 
South Suburban Blue Conference Player of the Year. 


Andrew Otterman 06 64 25 OOO Morristown, Nu Delbarton Schoo! 
Ranked No. 92 Offensive Guard and the No, 39 ranked player in New Jersey according to the 
247Sports Composite... Tabbed to the Newark Star-Ledger All-State First Team...Named to the 
MSG Varsity All-New Jersey First Team...Earned NJAC All-Conference First Team and Morris 
Daily Record A\\-Area First Team honors...Named to Super 100 Team by the New Jersey 
Football Coaches Association. 


Steven Reese WR 6&2 185 O00 Buford, GA Buford 
Ranked No. 200 Wide Receiver and the No. 175 ranked player in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite...Helped the Wolves to a four-year record of 58-2 and three consecutive 
state championships from 2012-14...2014 First Team All-Region...Represented Buford in the 
2014 4x100 relay at the state track competition. 


Jelani Roberts WR 58 183 OOO Baltimore, MD Gilman 
Ranked No. 186 Wide Receiver and the No. 37 ranked player in Maryland according to the 
247Sports Composite...Two-time All-MIAA selection...Named Baltimore Sun First Team All- 
Metro player. ..Private School All-State First Team honoree. 


Simba Short $ 62 210 ooo Concord, CA De La Salle 
Ranked No. 56 Safety and the No. 94 ranked player in California according to the 247Sports 


Composite. . First Team All-EBAL honoree. ..Helped De La Salle win two state championships... 
Team finished 2014 with a perfect 14-0 record and ranked No. 2 nationally by USA Today. 


Jared Thomas Co H 2 ooo Indianapolis, IN Cathedral 
Ranked No. 11 Offensive Guard and the No. 8 ranked player in Indiana according to the 
247Sports Composite...Earned All-City honors in 2013 and 2014...Named to 2014 Top 50 All- 
State football team...Captured the Class 5A Phil N. Eskew Mental Attitude Award in 2014. 


Jordan Thompson oT 63 oo90 Cincinnati, OH LaSalle 
Ranked No. 25 Defensive Tackle and the No. 20 ranked player in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named AP All-Ohio Division II Defensive Player of the Year...Claimed 
spot on AP All-Ohio First Team defense...AP Southwest Ohio Division I! Defensive Player of the 
Year...Greater Catholic League South First Team defensive lineman. 


Tommy Vitale OB 6-2 ooo Wheaton Wheaton Warrenville South 
Ranked No. 52 Outside Linebacker and the No. 19 ranked player in Illinois according to the 
247Sports Composite...Chicago Tribune All-State selection...Named All-DuPage Valley 
Conference and to the DuPage Country All-Area Team...Named to the Offense-Defense All- 
American Bowl. 

Trae Williams ATH «60 15 O00 The Plains, OH Athens 
Ranked No. 101 Athlete and the No. 57 ranked player in Ohio according to the 247Sports 
Composite... All-Ohio First Team honoree... Two-time All-Ohio Second Team selection. 


Loyd Yates 61 10 GOG Oak Park River Forest 
Ranked No. 45 Dual-Threat Quarterback and the No. 39 ranked player in Illinois according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Named West Suburban Conference most valuable player... Three-time 
All-WSC honoree...Named 2013 WSC Silver offensive MVP. 
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PLAYER PROFILE : BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


: MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


: After emerging as one of 
? the Big Ten’s elite skil 

? position players as a 

| true freshman, Jackson 

? is poised to make a bid 

? for an All-Big Ten 

i season as a sophomore. ... Ran for 1,187 

: yards and 10 touchdowns as a true freshman. 
: ... Averaged 98.9 yards rushing per game, the 
fourth most by a Power-5 conference fresh- 

? man last season. ... Rushed for 149 yards and 
? a touchdown in a win at Notre Dame last sea- 
son. ... Earned Honorable Mention All-Big Ten. 


too common in football, but it’s part of 

the game: Northwestern cornerback 
Matthew Harris lay on the field at Penn 
State last season with an apparent neck 
injury. 

He was responsive, and the injury proved 
not to be serious. He was taken to the hos- 
pital only for precautionary reasons. The 
scare, however, proved to be a lesson to 
Harris. 

“That was definitely a tough situation to 
be in,” Harris said. “What | learned from that 
is while | was down, all | wanted to be doing 
was to be out there with my guys, just play- 
ing for each other. 

“Nothing is guaranteed, and I’ve just 
been trying to take advantage of the op- 
portunity that has been put forth in front of 
me.” 

Now a junior, Harris’ play continues to 
afford him more opportunities. That injury 
didn’t cause him to miss a start for the 
Wildcats. In fact, he started all 12 of North- 
western’s games last season. 

Having been a starter since his true 
freshman season, Harris should start to 
garner the attention of NFL scouts. Last 
season, he finished third on the team with 
70 tackles, somewhat of an indication that 
he’s as committed to defending the run as 
the pass. His nine pass breakups tied for 
13th in the Big Ten. 

Funny thing is if Harris saw his pass 
breakup numbers go down, that wouldn’t 
necessarily be a bad thing. Word is out 
on Harris’ ability as a cover corner. Big 
Ten quarterbacks could avoid throwing 
his way. That means less opportunity for 
pass breakups and interceptions, but that 
is the ultimate compliment to any defen- 
sive back. 

“| just want to work my hardest to be 
the best cornerback that | can,” Harris 
said. 

“If the NFL is a possibility, | will definitely 
look into the opportunity. Right now, I’m just 
focused on being the best Northwestern 


Te sight, unfortunately, is something 


AG 


NORTHWESTERN 


MATTHEW HARRIS 


P Photo/Scott Boehn 


football player that | can. Even when the 


ts and everythi its § 
scouts and everything are out there, it’ : 1p rvayTON THORSON 


huge. But | just try to focus on what | can : 
: After redshirting last 


control.” 


Now an experienced player, Harris can 
take on a leadership role. His ability to re- 
flect on his development is likely what the : 


coaches covet. He thinks things out and 
excels at self-evaluation. 


the game.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-football/big-ten/northwestern 
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: Igwebuike saw time in 
11 games last season for 
: Northwestern, making five 

: starts. ... All three of his interceptions came in 
his first career start against Wisconsin. Added 
: eight tackles in the game against Wisconsin, 


: EMERGING STAR 


5 GODWIN IGWEBUIKE 
? After being extremely 
? close to playing as a 


true freshman in 2013, 


earning Jim Thorpe Defensive Back of the 


: Week and Big Ten Defensive Player of the 
? Week honors. ... Finished the year with 51 
: tackles, missing the final game due to injury. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


season, Thorson could 
see playing time even if 
he doesn’t win the 


: starting job. ... At 6-4, he 
: has great running ability 

“Definitely, just in comparison from my : 
freshman year to now, there’s was a huge, : 
huge growth process during that time,” : 


Harris said. “I’m just more comfortable with : d ; 
: Composite ratings. ... Ran Northwestern’s 


scout team last season. ... Very athletic; 
: played basketball in high school. 


and is capable of running the option, 
a Northwestern staple. ... Was ranked as the 
188th-best overall recruit in the 247Sports 


> Photos courtesy of Northwestern Athletics. 
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MAC rank: 12 Record: 2-10 


REDHAWES at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Miami, Ohio 

COACH: Chuck Martin — At Miami (Ohio): 2-10, 1 year; 
overall: 76-17, 7 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: George Barnett, Eric Koehler 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Matt Pawlowski 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE 2010 

LAST BOWL: 2010, GoDaddy.com 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 4 offense, 8 defense, kicker, 
punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Drew Kummer, QB Gus Ragland, OL 
Trevan Brown, OL Collin Buchanan, DL Bryson Albright, CB 
Heath Harding, LB Kent Kern ° 
stance gsscesspasanesincagssynnea 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Martin seems to be the right man 

to restore pride back in one of the proudest programs in the 
conference. A strong recruiting class brings optimism for the 
future, The defense is returning eight starters, including the 
entire front four. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: There's no clear-cut favorite starter 
or experience at quarterback. The top three wide receiv- 

ers need to be replaced. There’s talent but also hardly any 
experience returning at running back. Combine all that with 
a rebuilt and young offensive line, and the RedHawks have 
some issues on offense. 


The spring battle at quarterback was one of the 
central stories for an offense looking to continue the 
momentum from last season. 

Head coach Chuck Martin’s first season was cush- 
ioned by the arrival of Notre Dame transfer Andrew 
Hendrix, who had a successful one-year stint. His 
graduation leaves a big void for an offense with just 
four returning starters. 

Fifth-year senior Drew Kummer and redshirt fresh- 
man Gus Ragland are expected to battle for the start- 
ing quarterback job, although true freshman Billy Bahl 
is an intriguing prospect. Kummer attempted just 
58 passes over the last two seasons. 

An inexperienced line, aside from Collin Buchanan 
and Trevan Brown, is a major concern, especially with 
an unproven quarterback set to take the reins. 

“We have some issues, but that’s part of the building 
process,” Martin said. “We're still a few years away.” 

An infusion of new faces at running back brings 
a level of excitement and uncertainty. Alonzo Smith 
and Kenny Young redshirted last season but get the 
first crack at becoming the primary ball-carrier. Don’t 
count out tailback Spencer McInnis, however. 

Even after losing All-MAC standout David Frazier, 
there are plenty of talented options available at wide 
receiver. Jared Murphy and Rokeem Williams are the 
most experienced of the bunch. 


DEFENSE 

The return of eight starters on defense is one of the 
bright spots entering fall camp. The RedHawks’ front 
seven is particularly filled with experienced players, 
but even Martin cautioned, experience doesn’t equal 
improvement. 

All four starters on the defensive line return, led 
by defensive ends Bryson Albright (six sacks) and 
J’Terius Jones (five sacks). Linebacker Kent Kern 
missed the final three games of last season and spring 
practice with an injury, but he was a second-team All- 
MAC selection in 2013. Joe Donlan was moved from 
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MIAMI (OHIO) | REDHAWKS 


MAC record: 2-6 (6th, East) 


ROKEEM WILLIAMS 


€ DiNovo-USA TODAY 


“We had a ridiculously great recruiting 
class. Imagine how good it will be when 
we start winning games.” 

— Chuck Martin 


middle linebacker to the weakside. 

The RedHawks lost the MAC Defensive Player of 
the Year — cornerback Quinten Rollins — to gradua- 
tion. Cornerback Marshall Taylor is showing promise 
for a breakout season. Heath Harding had 98 tackles 
last season but was moved from cornerback to safety. 


Senior Kaleb Patterson is back for his fourth season 
as Miami's kicker. He connected on g of 13 field goal 
attempts in 2014. Christian Koch averaged 40.1 yards 
per punt in his first year. Fred McRae, a third-team All- 
MAC selection, is back at kickoff and punt returns. 


OVERVIEW 
The RedHawks took a step forward last year despite 
winning just two games. They lost seven games by 
10 points or less. The gap definitely closed. Martin is 
bringing in a talented recruiting class ranked among 
the best in the conference, but most of those players 
won't be ready right away. The strength of the team 
lies on defense, which can make some games more 
respectable, but don’t be surprised if the RedHawks 
struggle because of the lack of experience and estab- 
lished playmakers on offense. 
— Bob Narang 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB Kenny Young: A redshirt freshman, Young has 
the potential to make a big impact. Young (5-10, 192) 
is stocky but has sprinter’s speed and has already 

shown an ability to catch passes out of the backfield. 


QB 8 | Drew Kummer 6-3 207 Sr. 
RB 20 | Spencer McInnis 5-8 196 Jr. 
WR 18 | Fred McRae IV 5-10 178 Jr. 
WR 83 | Sam Martin* 6-3 189 So. 
WR 6 | Rokeem Williams* 6-1 204 Jr. 
TE 82 | Ryan Smith 6-4 258 So. 
LT 57 | Zach Hovey 6-S 247 So. 
LG 65 | Trevan Brown® 6-4 307 Sr. 
C 73 | Brandyn Cook 6-3 303 Sr. 
RG 61 | Zach Swarts 6-5 270 Fr. 
RT 72 | Collin Buchanan® 6-5 313 Jr. 
DEFENSE 
DE 91 | J’Terius Jones* 6-3 245 Jr. 
DT 58 | Jimmy Rousher® 6-2 288 Jr. 
NG 99 | Mitch Winters® 6-5 285 Sr. 
DE 85 | Bryson Albright* 6-5 243 Sr. 
LB 49 | TJ Williams 6-0 223 Jr. 
LB 43 | Kent Kern’ 6-1 238° Sr. 
LB 46 | Joe Donlan® 6-0 228 Sr. 
CB 21 | Marshall Taylor® 6-3 199 Jr. 
CB 24 | Heath Harding* 5-10 182 Jr. 
SS li | Tony Reid 6-1 194 So. 
FS 30 | Buchi Okafor 6-1 200 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 183 | Kaleb Patterson*® 5-10 170 Sr. 
P 398 | Christian Koch 6-0 180 Sr. 
“Returning starters in Bold 
2015 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 5 PRESBYTERIAN 
Sept. 12 at Wisconsin 
Sept. 19 CINCINNATI 
Sept. 26 at Western Kentucky 
Oct. 3 at Kent State 
Oct. 10 at Ohio 
Oct. 17 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
Oct. 24 at Western Michigan 
Oct. 29 BUFFALO 
Nov. 7 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
Nov. 14 AKRON 
Nov. 21 at Massachusetts 
2014 RESULTS 
L MARSHALL 27-42 
L EASTERN KENTUCKY 10-17 
L at Michigan 10-34 
L at Cincinnati 24-31 
L at Buffalo 27-35 
Ww MASSACHUSETTS 42-41 
L at Akron 19-29 
L at Northern Illinois 41-51 
Ww KENT STATE 10-3 
L WESTERN MICHIGAN 10-41 
L at Central Michigan 27-34 
L OHIO 21-24 
2014 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 22.3 103 
Rushing 97.6 19 
Passing 277.8 29 
Total 375.3 T-85 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 318 98 
Rushing 199.9 95 
Passing 243.3 793 
Total 434.3 94 
TO MARGIN PER GAME RANK 
+2 +0.17 51 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ed Warinner 
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OHIO STATE 


BUCK 


For more coverage of the Buckeyes, visit ohiostate.2c47Sports.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Luke Fickell, Chris Ash 


STADIUM: Ohio Stadium 104,944 


BUCKEYES ON BRINK OF A DYNASTY RUN 


anging above the practice field in 
H:« Woody Hayes Athletic Center 

are two new banners with conflict- 
ing messages: One reads “National Cham- 
pions 2014” and one the other says “The 
Grind.” 

The first is a reminder of where Ohio State 
has been. 

The other urges the team to realize that 
what happened last year isn’t going to win 
games in 2015. 

“That's going to be the essence of 2015,” 
coach Urban Meyer said. “A complacent, 
entitled team is really, really bad.” 

It’s appropriate that “The Grind” banner 
replaced one that used to say “The Chase,” 
because after what Ohio State did last year, 
selling the team on chasing the rest of college 
football wouldn’t make sense. 

Ohio State won the Big Ten for the first 
time under Meyer, eliminated its SEC inferi- 
ority complex with a win over Alabama in a 
College Football Playoff semifinal, then beat 
the speed of Oregon in the National Champi- 
onship Game. 

And with 16 starters returning and a roster 
that’s filled with far more juniors and sopho- 
mores than seniors, you could make the argu- 
ment that Ohio State did all that too soon. 
The Buckeyes reached the pinnacle of college 
football far ahead of schedule. 

Now, Ohio State boasts a roster that could 
have more than five players — conserva- 
tively — selected in the first round of the 
NFL Draft, and it went into summer with 
three quarterbacks — Braxton Miller, Car- 
dale Jones and J.T. Barrett — who would be 
unquestioned starters for the vast majority 
of college teams. 

“We have to watch for complacency in the 
program,” Meyer said. “We're going to watch 
that very closely ... this is a very complicated 
machine, college football.” 

But things have clearly changed at Ohio 
State. It’s not about chasing the top anymore; 
it’s about grinding to stay at the top. 

“The grind is a lot of things,” senior line- 
backer Joshua Perry said of Ohio State’s 
new slogan, one that derived from Meyer 
and strength coach Mickey Marotti. “It’s 
what our program’s about. You sharpen; 


you shape; you pulverize. It’s a lot of fric- 
tion. So we like that. That’s how you de- 
velop players; that’s how you get the best 
out of people.” 

After all, being the best is what’s expected 
out of Ohio State. 


OFFENSE 


Ohio State enters the summer at the center 
of the national picture as the country awaits 
which of the three successful quarterbacks — 
Cardale Jones, Braxton Miller or J.T. Barrett 
— will enter the regular season as the team’s 
starter. 

Will it be Miller? He’s a two-time Big Ten 
Offensive Player of the Year who sat out last 
season after tearing the labrum in his right 
shoulder for the second time. But Miller is 
as physically gifted as any player on Ohio 
State’s deep roster. 

Will it be J.T. Barrett? After being thrust 
into the starting role after Miller got hurt, 
Barrett broke Drew Brees’ single-season Big 
Ten touchdowns record before breaking his 
ankle in the second half of the regular-season 
finale vs. Michigan. 

Or will it be Cardale Jones? He was the 
third-string quarterback at this time a year 
ago, but he became quite the celebrity after 
he replaced Barrett and unexpectedly led 
Ohio State to the national championship 
by winning all of his first three career starts. 
Jones is a big specimen with an arm capable 
of throwing a football 80 yards. 

It’s a tough decision, but, truth is, the 
Buckeyes will be fine in any scenario. 

That’s because Ohio State’s offense is 
stacked, starting with its backfield. Return- 
ing for his junior season is Ezekiel Elliott, 
who rushed for 696 yards in three postseason 
games to lift the team to a national cham- 
pionship. Elliott, one of the early Heisman 
Trophy favorites, possesses an impressive 
combination of size and speed that makes for 
entertaining runs. 

Behind Elliott is Curtis Samuel, who took 
reps at H-Back in the spring and could be 
a versatile weapon as a sophomore. 

The Buckeyes lost two wide receivers in 
Devin Smith and Evan Spencer, but Michael 
Thomas enters his junior season as one of 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 14 Record 
Sept. 7 at Virginia Tech 7-6 
Sept. 12 HAWAII 4-9 


Sept. 19 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 11-3 
Sept. 26 WESTERN MICHIGAN 8-5 


Oct. 3 at Indiana 4-8 
Oct. 10 MARYLAND 7-6 
Oct. 17 PENN STATE 7-6 
Oct. 24 at Rutgers 8-5 
Nov. 7 MINNESOTA 8-5 
Nov. 14 at Illinois 6-7 
Nov. 21 MICHIGAN STATE 11-2 
Nov. 28 at Michigan 5-7 


RESULTS 


W vs. Navy (Baitimore, MD) 34-17 
L VIRGINIA TECH 21-35 
Ww KENT STATE 66-0 
WwW CINCINNATI 50-28 
W at Maryland 52-24 
WwW RUTGERS 56-17 
W at Penn State (20T) 31-24 
W ILLINOIS 55-14 
W at Michigan State 49-37 
WwW at Minnesota 31-24 
W INDIANA 42-27 
W MICHIGAN 42-28 
Big Ten Championship Game 
W vs. Wisconsin 59-0 
Sugar Bowl - Semifinal 
W vs. Alabama 42-35 
National Championship Game 
W vs. Oregon 42-20 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


a» non © 30 8 DW O 9 100 
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AT A GLANCE 


Columbus, Ohio 
14-1 overall, 8-0 Big Ten (1st, East) 


Urban Meyer — At Ohio State: 38-3, 
3 years; overall: 142-26, 14 years 


16; 7 offense, 7 defense, kicker, 
punter 


QB Cardale Jones, QB J.T. Barrett, 
QB Braxton Miller, WR Michael 
Thomas, RB Ezekiel Elliott, LT Taylor 
Decker, DE Joey Bosa, DT Adolphus 
Washington, LB Raekwon McMillan, 
S Vonn Bell 


Ohio State is most known for its 
quarterback battle, but the 
Buckeyes also have a Heisman 
candidate in Elliott, a veteran offen- 
sive line and versatile skill position 
players who should keep the 
offense humming the way it was 
during last year’s College Football 
Playoff run. 


The defense played at a very high 
level at the end of last season, and 
though the Buckeyes return seven 
starters, there are some key players 
missing from this year's unit. Can 
Gareon Conley replace lockdown cor- 
nerback Doran Grant? Keeping the 
defense at a dominant level is Ohio - 
State’s top concern. 


WR Devin Smith, WR Evan Spencer, 
TE Jeff Heuerman, DT Michael 
Bennett, CB Doran Grant 


Some would say Ohio State’s 
national championship was a year 
early. Now the Buckeyes are fully 
stocked and looking every bit capa- 
ble of becoming a sustainable col- 
lege football dynasty as they begin 
their defense of Meyer’s first 
national title in Columbus and third 
overall. 


School records set by the offense 
last season, including 7,674 total 
yards and 90 touchdowns. 


tBhisko by bok peers. 
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EZEKIEL ELLIOTT 
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the best pass-catchers in the country and 
a potential first-round NFL Draft pick. 
H-Back Jalin Marshall emerged as a down- 
field threat in the College Football Playoff, 
and the Buckeyes could shift him outside 
and put Samuel at H-back. 

The Buckeyes return four starters on the 
line, including left tackle Taylor Decker, 
a future first-round NFL draft pick, from 
a unit that turned out to be dominant 
down the stretch of last season. The only 
new starter on the front is senior Chase 
Farris, a converted defensive lineman who 
won the job in the spring. 

And tight end Nick Vannett, who caught 
a touchdown pass in Ohio State’s win over 
Oregon in the title game, is a versatile 
receiving option. 

No doubt, Ohio State should have one of 
the best offenses in the country. 


DEFENSE 


Ohio State’s defense isn’t nearly as 
stacked as its offense, but it is plenty good 
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SCOUTING | pusher li LET eae e 


QB carte. jane Jr. 
RB Ezekiel Elliott* Jr. 
WR Michael Thomas* Je 
WR Noah Brown 

HB _Jalin Marshall 
TE — Nick Vannett 

LT Taylor Decker* Sr. 
LG Billy Price* 
C Jacoby Boren* Sr. 
RG Pat Elflein* Jt. 
RT Chase Farris Sr. 


te and aaa and confident ... and a big-time winner. 
Says his wrist is healthy now after playing through injury in 2014. Curtis Samuel, So. 
Nephew of NFL great Keyshawn Johnson; @ potential 1st-round pick. Johnnie Dixon, Fr. 
So. Made only one catch for the Buckeyes last season. 

So. Had five receptions in both College Football Playoff games. 

Sr. _ Starting for the first time, but caught TD in national title game. 
Entering third season as a starter; potential high draft pick. 
So. Came to OSU as a DL; starting on OL for second year. 

A consistent starter despite being characterized as undersized. Pat Elflein, Jr. 
Was a three-star prospect recruited during Luke Fickell’s interim year. Evan Lisle, So. 
Former defensive lineman won the job in the spring. 


J. Barrett, So: 


Terry McLaurin, So. 
Dontre Wilson, Jr. 
Marcus Baugh, So. 
Jamarco Jones, So. 
Marcelys Jones, So, 


Jamarco Jones, So. 


PK  SeanNuernberger* So. Has. big leg but is working on consistency. 


Finished to 4 aaah with 135 5 ie lst season. 
Former high-profile recruit hoping to make impact as a senior. 

Versatile lineman must replace stud Michael Bennett. 

. Former high-profile prospect won the job in the spring. 
Three-year starter led Ohio State in tackles last season, 

. Former five-star prospect is tasked with replacing Curtis Grant. 

. Came to Ohio State as a OB; now a potential first-round pick. 

. Hoping to take step forward and become OSU's lockdown corner. 

. Won job in spring over former top Detroit prospect Damon Webb. 
Three-year starter has emerged as Ohio State's vocal leader. 
Didn't start the opener last year; now a projected top NFL pick. 
Australian-born, rugby-styled punter has distance and control. TBD 


Tommy Schutt 
Adolphus Washington* 
Tyquan Lewis 

LB Joshua Perry* 

LB Raekwon McMillan 
LB Darron Lee* 

CB EL Apple* 

CB Gareon Conley 

S ___Tyvis Powell* 

S  Vonn Bell* 

P Cam Johnston* 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


enough and deep enough for the Buckeyes 
to accomplish all their dreams. This group 
of defenders has plenty of star power — 
established and emerging — that should 
put Ohio State in position to become a fear- 
some unit. 

It helps the Buckeyes have defensive end 
Joey Bosa, who finished fourth nationally a 
year ago with 13.5 sacks. A year later, more 
matured and physically advanced, Bosa ex- 
pects to improve on a dominant 2014 in 
order to cement himself as a top five pick 
in next year’s NFL Draft. 

The Buckeyes lost a key player on 
the interior in Michael Bennett, but 
they return Adolphus Washington, 
a former five-star prospect with NFL po- 
tential who has experience on the inside 
and outside. He’ll be more of a playmak- 
er this season. Sophomore Tyquan Lewis, 
who emerged in the spring as a starter, 
will play opposite Bosa at the other end 
spot. 

Though Ohio State lost middle line- 


Sam Hubbard, Fr. 
Donovan Munger, So. 
Joel Hale, Sr. 

Jalyn Holmes, So. 
Dante Booker, So. 
Camren Williams, Sr. 
Chris Worley, So. 
Marshon Lattimore, Fr. 
Damon Webb, So. 
Erick Smith, So. 

Cam Burrows, Jr. 


backer Curtis Grant, the Buckeyes have a 
chance at having their deepest group of 
linebackers of the Meyer era. 

Ohio State is replacing Grant with Rae- 
kwon McMillan, a former five-star pros- 
pect and second-year player who almost 
won the job last season. Expectations are 
sky-high for McMillan, who consistently 
made plays during his time on the field 
last year. But even if there are growing 
pains with McMillan, he’s surrounded by 
two elite linebackers in Darron Lee and 
Joshua Perry. 

Lee, a former high school quarterback, 
was perhaps the biggest surprise on Ohio 
State’s defense last season. Making a lot 
of plays with his speed, Lee has all of a 
sudden become a potential early entrant 
to the NFL Draft after his redshirt sopho- 
more season. And Perry, a senior, returns 
after leading Ohio State in tackles a year 
ago with 124, a mark that was second-best 
in the Big Ten behind only Penn State's 
Mike Hull. 
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NDS Rank: No. 1 DE in 2017 class 


NDS Rank: No. 1 RB in 2017 class 


NDS Rank: No. 1 QB in 2017 class 


another year of development, he might be.” 


In the secondary, Ohio State loses only 
veteran cornerback Doran Grant. The 
Buckeyes replace him with redshirt soph- 
omore Gareon Conley, who will start op- 
posite Eli Apple at cornerback. The back 
end of Ohio State’s defense is manned by 
two returning starting safeties in Vonn 
Bell and Tyvis Powell, close friends who 
have become known as much for their 
solid play as their booming confidence 
and trash talk. 


A team’s place-kicker could be the dif- 
ference between a national title and not 
even making the College Football Play- 
off, which is why it was so remarkable 
that Meyer trusted freshman Sean Nu- 
ernberger with that spot last year. Good 
thing the Buckeyes never needed to rely 
on Nuernberger in a make-or-break situ- 
ation because, in reality, he wasn’t all 


“He’s going to be that Jadeveon Clowney-type of prospect that we talked about in 2014. 
What Bosa did last year for the Buckeyes — 21 tackles for loss — if he continues that, then 
he’s going to be a future top 5 pick. Yeah, he could be No. 1 overall. He plays with power 
and he can play with quickness. He has heavy hands; can beat up blockers. | think we’re 
going to hear some JJ Watt comparisons, but | think Bosa’s traits are closer to Jared Allen 
(of the Chicago Bears), and that certainly isn’t a bad thing.” 


“He didn’t really stand out too much early in the season, but he took command of the start- 
ing job and was MVP of the offense. What did down the stretch for the Buckeyes ... wow. 
It’s amazing what he can do with balance and with his cut-and-blow-by-you explosion. 

| think that his natural balance and coordination is where he really stands out.” 


“The quarterback situation is going to be fascinating. | think Jones made the right call to 
come back to school because he wouldn't have been a first-rounder in 2015. But, with 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


that reliable as a rookie. He made 13 of 
20 field goal attempts, and consistency 
at that position could be more crucial 
this season. 

Things are much different at the punter 
spot, though. Australian-born punter Cam 
Johnston was second in the Big Ten last 
season, averaging 45.1 yards per attempt, 
and he has a special knack for dropping 
his punts inside the opposition’s 20. Ohio 
State used him as a weapon, and they’ll do 
that again in 2015. He’s one of the best in 
the country. 


Though the Big Ten’s reputation took a 
step forward last season with Ohio State’s 
national title and Michigan State’s win 
over Baylor in the Cotton Bowl, the con- 
ference still isn’t good enough from top-to- 
bottom to make the Buckeyes’ quest for a 
return trip to the College Football Playoff 


overly difficult. 

Ohio State opens the season at Virginia 
Tech — the only team to beat the Buckeyes 
a year ago — but after that, they don’t face 
another challenge in the non-conference 
portion of the schedule. 

And the only teams in the Big Ten who 
probably have a legitimate chance to beat 
Ohio State come at the end of the regular 
season: Ohio State hosts Michigan State 
the week before the regular-season finale at 
Michigan. Should be fun. 

If the Buckeyes make it through the 
regular season unscathed, they must play 
the Big Ten title game, the College Foot- 
ball Playoff semifinal and the national title 
game in order to win a second consecu- 
tive championship. That could be a brutal 
stretch ... but one that Ohio State navigat- 
ed just fine a year ago. 

— Ari Wasserman 
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NOTEBOOK BUCKEYES SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterbacks Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 9 Jashon Cornell DL 63 265 Fr St. Paul, MN 

16. J.T. Barrett QB 6-2 225 So.  WichitaFalls,TX 51 Joel Hale DL 6-4 295 Sr. Greenwood, IN 

hen Ohio State signed Dontre Wilson in 13 Stephen Collier QB 6-4 225 So. Leesburg,GA 77 Michael Hill DL 63 295 Jt. Pendleton, SC 
We: 2013 recruiting class, he was sup- 11 Justin Cook QB 6-3 225 So.  Philadelphia,PA 10 JalynHolmes DL 65 265 So. Norfolk, VA 
posed to be the savior of Urban Meyer's 12. Cardale Jones QB 65 250 Jr. Cleveland 59 Tyquan Lewis DL 64 260 So. Tarboro, NC 
offense, the first small, speedy H-Back who could 5 Braxton Miller 6-2 215 Sr. Huber Heights 52 Donovan Munger ODL 6-4 300 So. Shaker Heights 
take the Buckeyes to the next level. And although 15. Nick Tensing QB 65 215 So, Cincinnati 91 Aaron Parry OL 65 275 Jr. Zanesville 
he was improving, he never really reached that level Running Backs Pos. HL Wt _ Yr Te «= 90 TommySchutt §=6 DLS 200 Sr, Glen Ellyn, IL 
before breaking his foot during the Michigan State 28 Warren Ball RB 6-1 225. Sr. Columbus 42 DariusSlade DL 64 255 So. Montclair, NJ 
game as a sophomore. 25 BrionteDunn AB 6-0 215 Sr. Canton 93 TracySprinkle DL 6-3 290 Jr Elyria 
Now he enters his junior season kind of an af- 15 Ezekiel Eliott § = RB 6-0 225. St.Louis,MO 94 Dylan Thompson DL 6-5 275 So. Lombard, IL 
terthought, especially because Jalin Marshall per- 4 Curtis Samuel RB 5-11 200 So. Brooklyn, NY 92 Adolphus Washington DL 6-4 290 Sr. Cincinnati 
formed so well at that position in his absence. After 17 Jalin Marshall HB 5-11 205 So. Middletown 70 Chris Fong DE 6&2 260 Sr Troy 
two surgeries, Ohio State hopes Wilson can finally 2 Dontre Wilson HB 5-10 195 Jr. DeSoto, TX 49 Sam Hubbard DE 6-5 265 Fr. Cincinnati 
take that next step. Wide Receivers Pos. HL WE Yr. Hometown Linebackers Pos. HL Wt Yr. Hometown 
“| feel great about it now because he got the 80 Noah Brown WR 6-2 222 So. Sparta,NJ 44._Kyle Berger LB 6-2 230 So. Cleveland 
surgery. It looks great; it’s healing great and we're 21 Parris Campbell WR 61 205 So. Akron ——-33_Dante Booker 1B 6-3 233 So. Akron 
sticking to the plan so he can be healthy by the fall,” 82 James Clark WR 5-10 185 Jr. New Smyrna Beach,FL 48 Joe Burger 1B 6-2 230 Sr, Cincinnati 
Ohio State wide receiver coach Zach Smith said. 1 Johnnie Dixon WR 5-11 194 Fr. WestPalmBeach,FL 34 NickConner = LB 6-3-2830 Fr. Dublin 
Wide receiver Michael Thomas missed spring 89 Jeff Greene WR 65 220 Sr. Peachtree City,GA 38 Craig Fada LB 6-1 230 Sr Columbus 
practice as he recovered from a sports hernia, but 20 DeviinMcDaniel WR 5-11 195 Jr Marion 43 Darron Lee LB 6-2 235 So. New Albany 
he’s expected to be one of the top wide receiv- 83 TerryMcLaurin WR 6-1 200 So. _ Indianapolis,IN 5 Raekwon McMillan LB 6-2 240 So, Hinesville, GA 
ers in college football this season. Thomas made 18 Kato Mitchell = WR 6-0 190 Sr Cleveland = 37 JoshuaPerry = LB G4 254 Sr. Galena 
54 receptions for 799 yards and nine touchdowns 19 Joe Ramstetter WR 6-3 225 Jt Cincinnati © 36 Zach Turnure 1B 6-1 235 Jr St. Louis, MO 
last season — which included some pretty freakish 84 Corey Smith WR 61 195 5th Akron 55 Cam Williams LB G-1_ 225 Sr._—_ West Roxbury, MA 
plays — and his role will expand this year. 3 MichaelThomas WR 63 210 J —_LosAngeles,CA 35. Chris Worley LB 62 225 So, Cleveland 
“I'm going to tell you this, Michael Thomas is | MEMES Pos Hi Wi Yr Hometown 

a superior player,” Ohio State cornerbacks coach 85 MarcusBaugh = TE 6-5 255 So. Riverside,CA 4 _—_ Jamel Dean OB 6-2 200 Fr Cocoa, FL 
Kerry Coombs said. “He is a superior player. He has 87 Guy Ferrell TE 61 245 So, Columbus 18 MichaelLawless 0B 6-2 210 Jr Dover 
had a great spring, prior to the injury. Strong, tough At lke Morgan “TE. 1 82-128 s tt Lebanon 13 El Apple 2 A vouinaes, vt 
and a ball catcher.” 81 Nick Vannett TE 6-6 260 Sr. Westerville 19 Gareon Conley CB 6-0 195 So, Massillon 
* One of Ohio State's offensive worries is at right Ottensive Linemtest = Fos Hise Wes Ye CE == 21 Trevon Forte CB 5-8 175 So. Youngstown 
tackle, but converted defensive lineman Chase Far- G2 Taylor Decker): ©.) $8. S15: Se Vandalia 2‘ Marshon Lattimore CB 6-0 195 Fr. Cleveland 
ris, who won the job in the spring, has progressed 95 Fat Exelon OL 63 300 J. Pickerington © 7 DamonWebb CB 5-11 193. So. Detroit, Ml 
nicely. 57 Chase Farris OL 65 310 Sr, Elyria 11‘ Vonn Bell S$ 5-411 205 Jr. Rossville, GA 
“He was ready to be a starter toward the middle, |  ®! ‘ovanGaskey _OL_&4_ 285 st Long Grove,L_ 16 CamBurows = S60 208 Trotwood 
end of last year,” said offensive line coach and co- Le incbeh sed MMs Biche APC EE Ghicape, A. _- —-28,' Wermel Chene,_.6. 6-0) 108.) Se Fort Landorstale, FL. 
offensive coordinator Ed Wariner. “If he keeps SAA Mereens ees (22a) EAU See Cleveland © 3 Khaleed Franklin ~S 6-1 215 Jt Columbus 
doing what he's doing, he'll be able to take that Te Damaeeree BGK) Oy E8109 SD FortWorth,TX 24 Malik Hooker S_— 6-2 205 So. New Castle, PA 
position over. Jamarco Jones isn’t going to let him td ce wai Lhe Naperville,'L_ 28 Mike Maduko == S58 188 So. Naperville, IL 
have it, but it’s just a difference in age there, a fifth- 7:1 Braet SCOR SS TE Le Sioux Falls,SD 23 ‘TyisPowell = S_— 6-3 210 Bedford 
year guy vs. a second-year guy.” Uda he soe A cp it ly Columbus 1_Erick Smith S 60 22 So. Cleveland 
¢ QB Braxton Miller was held out of contact for as ts EE Lancaster = EEEEIES Pos. Ht Wi. Hometown 
the entirety of spring, though he was seen throwing BU MSCS DMN a= BE Le DR Se Pickerington 96 _‘SeanNuernberger_K 6-1 220 So. Buckner, KY 
passes — lightly — that ranged between 15 and 54 Billy Price CI0G 6-4 315 So. Austintown 95 Cameron Johnston P 5-11 195 Jr. Geelong, Australia 
35 yards. Defensive Linemen Pos. HL Wt Yr. Hometown 41 Bryce Haynes tS 6-4 225 Sr. Cumming, GA 
97 Joey Bosa DL 6-6 275 Jr.  FortLauderdale,FL © 42 AaronMawhirter LS 6-1 230 J. Sandusky 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


“Ohio State is built at the line of scrimmage, with PASSING JJ.Barrett 12 1698 203 314 10 646 2834 34 80 236.2 
outstanding talent in the offensive and defensive lines. C. Jones 10 = 160.2 56 92 2 609 860 7 47 ~=86.0 
And it has maybe the most talented secondary in the SEER EERO E ERE EERE EEE R EEE EE REE EEE EEEEEEEA ESSE EERE EEEEES EEE EEEEEESEEEE SER EEEEEEEEE EERE EE EESE EEE EEE EEEEEEEER ESSER EEES EEE REET ESTE EEEEEE EEE E ES 
conference, and maybe one of the most talented in the NAME GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 


NAME GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 


country. RECEIVING M.Thomas 15 54 799 14.8 9 79 =—«453.3 


“There's was the best practice | saw all spring. You D.Smith 15 33 931 282 12 80 624 
worry about complacency maybe, but the day | WaS  PBemmmmmgl <-sssseseeeeevsessnseseressesssusnensucessesssnsssnseassssnensaccansusnansnancacarsnassasaseacneennaansusaguarenshensnadanssesanannsnscensepnenses® 


there they practiced lights out. GP Avg TD Long Avg/G 

“| don’t think they know exactly what they're going RUSHING 15 69 18 85 125.2 
to do at quarterback. | think most people see Cardale 32 65 " &' Re 
Jones as the best passer, Braxton Miller as the best ec eeeseeceeee : 4 Ore eae rare eas Waa y Rene eit: yr ar Aunitaltierenrns sstnesseaiot 
runner and J.T. Barrett as the best dual-threat guy. DEF. LEADERS Tackles; J. Perry 124, V. Bell 92, D. Lee 81 
They've all proven themselves, but now the issue is : Tackles for loss: J. Bosa 21, D. Lee 16.5, M. Bennett 14 
which quarterback fits the rest of the talent the best.” Sacks: J. Bosa 13.5, D. Lee 7.5, M. Bennett 7 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network Interceptions: V. Bell 6, D. Grant 5, T. Powell 4 
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dustin Hilliard 

The five-star linebacker out of Cincinnati (Ohio) St. Xavier 
should crack the loaded two-deep and find the rotation. His 
career could mirror that of Raekwon McMillan's where he plays 
a lot as a freshman before starting as a sophomore. Hilliard 
was the nation’s No. 2 outside linebacker and No. 1 prospect 
overall in the state of Ohio according to 247Sports. 


Jerome Baker 


and find the field within the defense as a true freshman. Baker 
11 tackles and scored two touchdowns, including the game 


ing to 247Sports. 


Rashod Berry 
The only position on the roster where Ohio State is thin is tight 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


6-5, 240-pound Berry caught 37 passes for 578 yards and 11 
touchdowns as a senior. Could also be a difference-maker at 
defensive end. 


Hometown School 


SDE 65 25 O00 Detroit, Mi Cass Technical 
Ranked No. 30 Strongside Defensive End and the No. 9 ranked player in Michigan according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Named first team all-state and all-city. 


Add, Alexander Tt 64 20 OOO Burke, VA Lake Bradtock 
Ranked No. 16 Tight End and the No. 20 ranked player in Virginia according to the 247Sports 
Composite... Missed most of his senior season with a knee injury. .. Virginia all-state in 2013. 
Damon Amette 62 185 O60 Fort Lauderdale, FL St. Thomas Aquinas 
Ranked No. 60 Cornerback and the No. 82 ranked player in Florida according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Earned honorable mention all-defensive team honors on Broward County's Class 
8A-7A-6A list. 

Jerome A 62 28 OGCOC Cleveland ictine 
Ranked No. 61 nationally, No. 4 Athlete and the No, 3 ranked player in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite...2015 U.S. Army All-American Bowl selection. ..first-team Division IV 
all-state and co-Defensive Player of the Year honors. 

Rashod Beny WOE 65 200 GOOG Lorain Lorain Digital 
Ranked No. 36 Weakside Defensive End and the No. 31 ranked player in Ohio according to the 
247Sporis Composite... Two-time Associated Press all-state. 


Branden Bowen oT 67 30 Ooo6 Draper, UT Comer Canyon 
Ranked No. 61 Offensive Tackle and the No. 6 ranked player in Utah according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Named first-team all-state in 2014. 
Matthew Burrell 0G 64 321 ©G@@0 Woodbridge, VA C.D. Hylton 
Ranked No. 107 nationally, No. 7 Offensive Guard and the No. 4 ranked player in Virginia 
according to the 247Sport Composite...2015 U.S. Army All-American Bowl selection... 
Attended The Opening in the summer of 2014 at the Nike World Headquarters. 
doe 64 20 GOOC _ ThePlains Athens 
Ranked No. 9 Dual-Threat Quarterback and the No. 13 ranked player in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Named 2013 Ohio Gatorade Player of the Year...Selected as Ohio Mr. 
Football, first-team Associated Press all-state and the Division Ill co-Offensive Player of the Year. 
Nick Conner 63 ©oo00 Dublin Dublin Scioto 
Ranked No. 215 nationally, ranked No. 8 Inside Linebacker and the No. 8 ranked player in Ohio 
according to the 247Sports Composite...Named second-team Division Il all-state by the 
Associated Press as a junior...Enrolled in January 2015. 

SDE 63 26 @@00 = SaintPaul,MN — Cretin Derham Hall 
Ranked No. 91 nationally, ranked No. 7 Strongside Defensive End and the No. 1 ranked player 
in Minnesota according to the 247Sports Composite...Named a second-team Minnesota all- 
state pick by the Associated Press...Under Armour All-American game selection...Enrolled in 
January 2015. 

CB 62 20 8600 Cocoa 


Jamel Dean Cocoa, FL 
Ranked No. 32 Cornerback and the No. 50 ranked player in Florida according to the 247Sports 
Composite...The 2014 Brevard County Player of the Year...The Florida Athletic Coaches 


Association's District 12 MVP...Enrolled in January 2015. 
Kevin Feder oT 69 35 OOO Ramsey, NJ Don Bosco Prep 
Ranked No. 56 Offensive Tackle and the No. 13 ranked player in New Jersey according to the 
247Sports Composite...Also wrestled in high school...A PrepStar All-East honoree. 
Torrance Gibson ATH «6-4 206 G@OOO _ FortLauderdale, FL American Heritage 
Ranked No. 76 nationally, ranked No. 6 Athlete and the No. 12 ranked player in Florida accord- 
ing to the 247Sports Composite...Led American Heritage to consecutive 5A state champion- 
ships... First-team Florida all-state pick in 2014...2015 U.S. Army All-American Bowl selection. 
Glover-Williams CB 511 16 GOOO Canton McKinley 
Ranked No. 100 nationally, ranked No. 12 Corner and the No. 4 ranked player in Ohio according 
to the 247Sports Composite...Named second-team Associated Press all-state. ..Under Armour 
All-American selection. 
DaVon Hamilton T 63 25 ooo Pickerington Pickerington Central 
Ranked No. 89 Defensive Tackle and the No. 66 ranked player in Ohio according to the 247Sports 
Composite...First-team Associated Press all-state in 2014...Named the Ohio Capital 
Conference's Ohio Division Player of the Year. . Division | Central District Player of the Year. 
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A similar situation to Hilliard, the Top50 athlete out of Cleveland 
(Ohio) Benedictine could be a special teams ace in his first year 


led his team to a state championship as a senior, where he had 


winner. He arrives as the country’s No. 4 athlete recruit accord- 


end. Enter Berry or A.J. Alexander. Out of Lorain (Ohio) High, the 


Kevin Feder 

Out of powerhouse program Ramsey (N.J.) Don Bosco Prep, 
the 6-9, 305-pound Feder is a monster physically. Compared 
to others in this top-five recruiting class, Feder was not as 
touted, but he has all the tools to be one of the next big-time 
offensive tackles at Ohio State. 


Ohio State's roster is stacked at just about every position. Urban Meyer and company 
are now looking for starters two years down the road and beyond. Tight end remains 
one of the few needs this recruiting cycle and perhaps a touted defensive tackle. 


— By Steve Wiltfong 


Committments 


2arzsronr= COMPOSITE 
1 144 11 i 


Average Stars 


Total Stars 96 


National Rank: 7 B10: 1 


Hometown 


WR 60 18 GO60 North Little Rock, AR North Little Rock 

Ranked No. 152 nationally, ranked No. 16 Wide Receiver and the No. 1 ranked player in Arkansas 
according to the 247Sports Composite. ..2015 U.S. Army All-American Bowl selection. 

St. Xavier 


Justin Hilliard OB 60 25 SOOOS Cincinnati 
Ranked No. 34 nationally, ranked No. 2 Outside Linebacker and the No. 1 ranked player in Ohio 
according to the 247Sports Composite...Named 2014 All-USA First Team by USA TODAY... 
Finalist as a senior for the Dick Butkus Award...Associated Press all-state selection... 
Associated Press Division | Defensive Player of the Year...2015 U.S. Army All-American Bowl 
Selection. 

Dre'Mont Jones SDE 63 266 OO00 — Cleveland St Ignatius 
Ranked No. 136 nationally, ranked No. 11 Strongside Defensive End and the No. 6 ranked 
player in Ohio according to the 247Sports Composite. ..First-team Division | Associated Press 
all-state.. All-Northeast Lakes District...2015 U.S. Army All-American Bowl selection, 


Mirko Jurkovic 06 65 75 ooo Bradenton, FL IMG Academy 
Ranked No. 52 Offensive Tackle and the No, 107 ranked player in Indiana according to the 
247Sports Composite...Coached by former Heisman Trophy winner Chris Weinke...Father 
Mirko Jurkovic was an All-American offensive guard at Notre Dame in 1991...Uncle John 
Jurkovic played nine years in the NFL as a defensive tackle for the Green Bay Packers, 
Jacksonville Jaguars and Cleveland Browns. 

Robert Landers DT 62 25 O00 Wayne 
Ranked No. 29 Defensive Tackle and the No. 24 ranked rae in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite...Second-team Associated Press all-state selection. ..All-Southwest 
Ohio Team 25 honoree. .All-Southwest District...All-area Defensive Player of the Year. 


Liam McCullough IS 62 2133 06 Columbus Worthington Kilbourne 
Ranked No. 1 Long Snapper and the No. 112 ranked player in Ohio according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Only the second long snapper in Ohio State history to earn a scholarship...2015 
U.S. Army All-American Bowl! selection. 

Joshua Norwood CBO 510 15 GOO Valdosta, GA Valdosta 
Ranked No. 49 Cornerbacks and the No. 47 ranked player in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite...First-team Georgia Sports Writers Association all-state...1-6A all- 
region...1-6A co-Defensive Player of the Year. 

salah Prince Oo 66 2722 OOO0 _ Greenbelt, MD Eleanor Roosevelt 
Ranked No. 105 nationally, ranked No. 7 Offensive Tackle and the No, 1 ranked player in 
Maryland according to the 247Sports Composite... Washington Post all-metro honors for three 
years, ..2015 U.S. Army All-American Bowl selection. 

Grant Schmidt Of 66 30 SOO Sioux Falls, SD Roosevelt - 03 
Ranked No. 52 Offensive Tackle and the No. 1 ranked player in South Dakota according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..First player from South Dakota to play football at Ohio State...South 
Dakota Coaches Association first-team all-state...Semper Fi All-American...Enrolled in 
January 2015. 

Alex Stump WR 63 15 @O@C Lakewood SL Edward 
Ranked No. 37 Wide Receiver and the No. 12 ranked player in Ohio according to the 247Sports 
Composite. ..All-Midwest Region...Won the Ohio Division | state championship...Associated 
Press honorable mention all-state...Associated Press all-district. 

Denzel Ward CB 5-11 16 @OO6 Macedonia Nortonia 
Ranked No. 26 Cornerback and the No. 9 ranked player in Ohio according to the 247Sports 
Composite. ..Division || co-Defensive Player of the Year...First-team Associated Press all- 
State...Cleveland.com's defensive player of the year. 

Michael Weber RB 5-9 210 GOOOC _ Deiroil, Ml Cass Technical 
Ranked No. 78 nationally, ranked No. 9 Running Back and the No. 2 ranked player in Michigan 
according to the 247Sports Composite...First-team Associated Press all-state. . Finalist for the 
Michigan state Player of the Year. ..Co-Detroit Player of the Year...2015 U.S. Army All-American 
Bowl selection. 
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PLAYER PROFILE 


Amid QB Battle, Jones Keeps Place in OSU History 


: DE JOEY BOSA 

After a fast start to the 
: 2014 season, Bosa set 
? a goal of breaking the 
Ohio State sacks 

? record. Though he fin- 
? ished with 13.5 — the 
fourth-most in college football 

? —he fell just shy of Vernon Gholston’s record 
? of 14 in 2007. ... 
plete defender in college football and is in the 
: running for the top overall pick in the NFL 

? Draft. ... The son of former Miami Dolphins 
defensive lineman John Bosa. 


was asked by the St. Louis Cardi- 

nals to throw out the first pitch, and 
he couldn’t fathom how his hometown 
baseball team — the Cleveland Indians — 
didn’t ask him to do the same. 

So Jones took to Twitter, pleading the In- 
dians to invite him. The Indians responded, 
asking Jones to provide his contact infor- 
mation so they could sort something out. 
They set a date in June. 

All the love is appropriate. Jones, who 
played for Cleveland high school power 
Glenville, last season led Ohio State to a 
national championship after an improb- 
able three-game run as the starting quar- 
terback. 

Jones is a different person these days — 
he’s the guy that publicly lobbies the Indians, 
the guy who gets into a feud with Chicago 
Bulls center Joakim Noah on Twitter, the 
guy who’s on top NFL Draft boards and the 
guy who will forever go down in Ohio State 
history as the quarterback who brought the 
Buckeyes a national championship. 

But you know what Jones wasn’t head- 
ing into the summer? Ohio State’s 2015 
starting quarterback. 

Weird, right? 

“| don’t know, | just have to continue to 
get better,” Jones said after Ohio State’s 
spring game. “Carrying this leadership over 
to the weight room and summer condition- 
ing, things like that, so the guys I'll be going 
with can see that they can trust and believe 
in me and know | got their back.” 

Ohio State’s players already believe in 
Jones. 

Despite the fact he was the third-string 
quarterback at this time a year ago, he re- 
placed an injured Braxton Miller and J.T. 
Barrett, who broke his foot in the regular- 
season finale, to lead Ohio State to wins in 
the Big Ten Championship game, a College 
Football Playoff semifinal and the national 
title game. 

This offseason, he was in the midst of 
perhaps the most high-profile quarterback 


Cm: Jones saw that Ezekiel Elliott 


CARDALE J ONES 


Photo by AD Mic 


Nobody knows who’s going to win the job. 


player who has unmatched versatility as 
a runner and a passer. 


Barrett: The one who replaced Miller as a 
freshman and became the Big Ten single- : 
season record-holder for most touchdowns. : 

Jones: The 6-5, 250-pound NFL draft : 
prospect who won it all when the Buckeyes : 
? recruiting efforts. ... 
? Weber's arrival at Ohio State 

But one thing that cannot be taken away : 
from Jones, regardless of how it turns out: : 
He's a national champion. A Buckeyes leg- : 


needed it the most. 
Tough decision. 


end. And he’s making the most of it. 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-foothall/big-ten/ohiostate 


_ BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


Considered the most com- 


: EMERGING STAR 
1B RAEKWON MCMILLAN 


? Asa freshman a year ago, 

i McMillan pushed senior 

: Curtis Grant for the 

? starting position at the 

: beginning of the season. 

? ... Grant held onto his 

? position, but McMillan played 

well in his spots, finishing No. 8 in the team in 

; J ; tackles with 54. ... A former five-star prospect 
? expected to be the next great Ohio State line- 

backer. ... 

? Chosen One” because of his recruiting hype 

: out of the state of Georgia. 

competition in the history of college football. 


Miller: The most athletic, naturally gifted | TOP NEWCOMER 


: RB MIKE WEBER 


Teammates refer to him as “The 


He’s a former four-star pros- 
pect from Detroit Cass ( 
Tech, a high school 
that’s become impor- 
tant to Urban Meyer's 


was tumultuous after running backs coach 
Stan Drayton left Ohio State for the Chicago 
Bears the day after Signing Day. ... Weber is 


a 5-9, 219-pounder who could get carries in 
; Ohio State’s deep backfield as a freshman. 


2 Photos courtesy of Ohio State Athletics. 
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~ WHERE FANS GO. . 


Top Events Near You 


Ohio State Football - 


Columbus, OH 


Notre Dame Football — South Bend, IN 


ere herinr. ane Texas Footbalt — Austin, TX 


Chris Fowler 


ESPN Broadcaster 


PENN STATE 


ess E. 


a LIONS 


For more coverage of the Nittany Lions, visit pennstate.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: John Donovan 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bob Shoop 


STADIUM: Beaver Stadium: 107,282 


NITTANY LIONS PROGRESSING IN FRANKLIN'S SECOND YEAR 


he buzzwords around Penn State in 

| the spring had nothing to do with 

blocking schemes, running lanes, pass 
routes, stunts, blitzes or coverages. 

The Nittany Lions instead talked about 
their overall comfort level with their prac- 
tices and with their coaches. 

“Things are very comfortable,” linebacker 
Nyeem Wartman-White said. “You could 
feel the team chemistry is a lot better than it 
was last year. We don’t have to worry about 
breaking down the barriers with the coaches. 
We can just play football and get better as 
a team.” 

It took the players a while to trust James 
Franklin and his assistant coaches when they 
were hired last year. Franklin is the third full- 
time head coach for some of them and the 
second for others. 

The wall between the coaches and the 
players was broken down by time spent to- 
gether, a winning season and a thrilling 
overtime victory over Boston College in the 
Pinstripe Bowl. Now, coaches know what to 
expect from the players, and players know 
what to expect from the coaches. 

“It's 100 percent different than it was last 
spring,” defensive tackle Anthony Zettel said. 
“Everybody’s more on point. The relation- 
ship between the players and the coaches is 
much better. We’re headed in the right direc- 
tion. I’m excited.” 

The expectations will be higher this year 
than they were last year, for sure, when Penn 
State was in the third year of NCAA sanc- 
tions. The sanctions have been lifted and 
Penn State has more depth, more experience 
and an easier schedule. 

“They understand the expectations,” 
Franklin said of his players. “I think we're in 
a situation now where we’ve got everybody 
on the same page.” 

Much of Penn State’s problems last year 
were on offense, of course. Playing behind 
an inexperienced line, Christian Hackenberg 
was sacked 44 times. 

Eight starters return on offense, including 
four on the line. 

“The key to this offense is the line,” tackle 
Andrew Nelson said. “We're tired of people 
scrutinizing us. We want to show that we're 


a different line than we were last year.” 

For the first time since 2011, the defense 
has the same coordinator in back-to-back 
seasons. Bob Shoop considered an offer from 
LSU before he decided to stay. 

Seven starters return on defense, which 
finished last year ranked second or third 
in the nation in total defense, pass defense 
efficiency and rushing defense. 

“I've had four different coordinators,” 
Zettel said. “You don’t have to worry about 
learning a new defense.” 


OFFENSE 


Christian Hackenberg ended last season 
with perhaps the best performance of his ca- 
reer. He passed for 371 yards and four touch- 
downs without an interception in the over- 
time win over Boston College in the Pinstripe 
Bowl. 

During the regular season, though, Hack- 
enberg struggled behind an inexperienced 
line, getting sacked a school-record 44 times 
and throwing a record-tying 15 interceptions. 

“I'm excited about Christian being able 
to focus on his development, doing his job, 
playing his role within our offense and hav- 
ing more support around him,” Franklin said. 
“I'm really protective of him because looking 
back at everything last year, I think he han- 
dled it unbelievably well.” 

Trace McSorley, a redshirt freshman, will 
be the No, 2 quarterback. 

After leading Penn State in rushing last 
year with 678 yards, Akeel Lynch gets his first 
chance to be the lead running back. Redshirt 
freshmen Mark Allen, Nick Scott and Johna- 
than Thomas are behind Lynch. 

“Tt’s more of a change in mentality,” Lynch 
said. “Being the No. | guy is different than 
coming off the bench. Just knowing the team 
needs you to be their No. 1 guy. I have to con- 
tinue to do the little things, like running the 
ball, catching the ball and blocking. Be Mr. 
Everything.” 

Among the receivers, DaeSean Hamilton 
led the Big Ten in receptions as a redshirt 
freshman with 82 and was named to the all- 
conference second team. Geno Lewis was 
slowed by a hamstring injury, but he finished 
with 55 catches. 


SCHEDULE 


14 Record 


Date Opponent 


Sept. 5 at Temple 6-6 
Sept. 12 BUFFALO 5-6 
Sept. 19 RUTGERS 8-5 

Sept. 26 SAN DIEGO STATE 7-6 
Oct. 3 ARMY 4-8 
Oct. 10 INDIANA 4-8 
Oct. 17 at Ohio State 14-1 

Oct. 24 vs. Maryland (Baltimore, MD) 7-6. 
Oct. 31 ILLINOIS 6-7 
Nov. 7 at Northwestern 5-7 
Nov. 21 MICHIGAN 5-7 
Nov. 28 at Michigan State 11-2 


RESULTS 


W vs. UCF (Dublin, Ireland) 26-24 
WwW AKRON 21-3 
W at Rutgers 13-10 
W MASSACHUSETTS 48-7 
L NORTHWESTERN 6-29 
L at Michigan 13-18 
L OHIO STATE (20T) 24-31 
L MARYLAND 19-20 
W at Indiana 13-7 
WwW TEMPLE 30-13 
L at Illinois 14-16 
L MICHIGAN STATE 10-34. 
Pinstripe Bowl 
W vs, Boston College (01) 31-30 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


ann oo © D0 8 2 100 
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LOCATION: 
University Park, Pa. 


2014: 


7-6 overall, 2-6 Big Ten (6th, East) 


COACH: 


James Franklin — At Penn State: 
7-6, 1 year; overall: 31-21, 4 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


16; 8 offense, 7 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Christian Hackenberg, RB Akeel 
Lynch, WR DaeSean Hamilton, 

WR Geno Lewis, DT Austin Johnson, 
DT Anthony Zettel, LB Nyeem 
Wartman-White, S Jordan Lucas 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


Hackenberg is a franchise quarter- 
back who will have more experi- 
ence around him than he did last 
year. Lynch and the receivers are 
playmakers. Defensively, Johnson 
and Zettel rank with any set of 
tackles in the Big Ten. The second- 
ary is as strong as it’s been in 
several years. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


Once again, the offense’s success 
hinges on the line, which allowed 
44 sacks last year. On defense, 
Wartman-White will move from 
outside linebacker to the middle 
to try to fill the big void left by 
Mike Hull. Finding a new kicker 
might be more difficult than 
expected. 


KEY LOSSES: 


OT Donovan Smith, DE Deion Barnes, 
LB Mike Hull, K Sam Ficken 


OVERVIEW: 


Penn State has more experience 
and more depth than it’s had in 

a while. If Hackenberg receives 
time, he can be as good a passer 
as there is in the Big Ten. Don’t 
expect a drop-off from the defense. 
The Lions will make progress in 
Franklin’s second season. 


KEY NUMBER: 

119 National rank, out of 125 teams, 
for Penn State in terms of sacks 
allowed. The Nittany Lions yielded 
3.38 per game and 44 overall. 


AT A GLANCE 


-ZETT 


eee , 
* = ENS 06 ; 


“Anthony eae 


yo ew icon Sri ib ha 


AKEEL LYNCH 


Chris Godwin and Saeed Blacknall saw 
extensive time as true freshmen. God- 
win, who capped his season with seven 
catches for 140 yards and one touchdown 
against Boston College, had an outstand- 
ing spring. 

Tight end might be the deepest position. 
Kyle Carter made the touchdown catch 
in overtime before the game-winning PAT 
in the Pinstripe Bowl. Also back are Mike 
Gesicki, Brent Wilkerson and Adam Brene- 
man, who missed last season with a knee 
injury. 

Franklin wants the tight ends to improve 
their blocking. 

“We might as well put another wide 
receiver on the field if we’re not going to 
be physical, nasty and aggressive at tight 
end,” Franklin said. “I think that needs to 
be a major focus.” 

Up front, center Angelo Mangiro, guards 
Brendan Mahon and Brian Gaia and tack- 
le Andrew Nelson return as starters after 
struggling as a group last year. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. 
QB Christian Hackenberg* Jr. 
RB Akeel Lynch Je. 
WR Geno Lewis* Jr. 
WR  DaeSeanHamilton* = So. 
TE Kyle Carter* Sr. 
TE Mike Gesicki 


COMMENT 


Effective when he was adequately protected. 

Led team in rushing as a reserve last season. 

Cooled off after torrid start last year. 

Has second-most single-season catches in PSU history. 
Receptions have dipped in the past two years. 

So. Caught 11 passes as a true freshman. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Trace McSorley, Fr. 
Johnathan Thomas, Fr. 
Chris Godwin, So. 
Saeed Blacknall, So. 
Brent Wilkerson, Jr. 
Adam Breneman, So. 


LT Paris Palmer 

LG Brendan Mahon* 
C Angelo Mangiro* 
RG _ Brian Gaia* 

RT Andrew Nelson* 
K Joey Julius 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Jr. 


So. 


Sr. 
Jr. 


So. 


Fr. 


Rated nation’s top junior college offensive tackle. 
Started nine games last year as a freshman. 
Was a first-time regular last year. 

Moved from the defensive line last year. 

Showed promise as a freshman. 


Strong leg and a thick body. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER 
Carl Nassib 
Anthony Zettel* 
Austin Johnson* 
Garrett Sickels 
Brandon Bell* 


Nyeem Wartman-White* 


Jason Cabinda 
Trevor Williams* 
Grant Haley 


COMMENT 

Has added 60 pounds during college career. 
Second in Big Ten with 17 tackles for loss in 2014. 
Underrated run-stuffer deserves attention. 
Productive as reserve last year. 

Made career-high 13 tackles vs. Ohio State. 
Smart player moves from an outside position. 
Made eight tackles vs. Northwestern in debut. 

Had two interceptions in win at Rutgers. 

Played defense, returned kicks last year. 


Chance Sorrell, Fr. 
Derek Dowrey, Jr. 
Wendy Laurent, Jr. 
Kevin Reihner, Sr. 
Brendan Brosnan, Fr. 
Chris Gulla, So. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Evan Schwan, Jr. 
Antoine White, Fr. 
Tarow Bamey, Sr. 
Torrence Brown, Fr. 
Troy Reeder, Fr. 

Gary Wooten, Jr. 

Ben Kline, Sr. 

Christian Campbell, So. 
Daquan Worley, Fr. 


Jordan Lucas* 

Marcus Allen* ; 

Daniel Pasquariello* So. 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


Paris Palmer, a junior college transfer, 
appears to be the top candidate to replace 
Donovan Smith at left tackle. But the line 
could be shuffled after Stanford transfer 
Kevin Reihner, who plays center and guard, 
joins the team for preseason camp. 

“We gotta get the offensive line re- 
solved,” Franklin said. “We walked into a 
challenging situation (last year). We gotta 
get that fixed as quickly as possible.” 


DEFENSE 


Penn State returns seven starters on 
defense, but its most important returner 
might be coordinator Bob Shoop. 

After considering an offer from LSU, 
Shoop received a raise and decided to stay 
after the Nittany Lions finished near the 
top of the national rankings in several cat- 
egories last year. If Shoop had left, Penn 
State would have had its fifth defensive 
coordinator in as many years. 

“T feel like I’m so much further ahead 
than I was last year,” said Nyeem Wart- 


Two-year starter moves from cornerback. 
Made impact after becoming a starter. 
Averaged 37.3 yards per punt last season. 


Malik Golden, Jr. 


Troy Apke, So. 
Robby Liebel, Fr. 


man-White, who’ll move inside to middle 
linebacker to replace Mike Hull. “I don’t 
have to learn anything new. I don’t have 
to think about things. I can just go out and 
play football. 

“There’s a lot less confusion.” 

Finding ends to replace Deion Barnes 
and C.J. Olaniyan will be a high priority for 
Shoop after they combined for nine sacks 
and 18 tackles for loss last season. 

Senior Carl Nassib, a former walk-on, 
and Garrett Sickels, a sophomore, are the 
leading candidates. They were productive 
in reserve roles last year. 

“Nassib is Mr. Consistent,” Franklin said. 
“He does everything right. He’s extremely 
strong and extremely athletic. We’re excit- 
ed about him. As big as they are, our defen- 
sive ends still look skinny and are moving 
better.” 

Anthony Zettel, a first-team All-Big Ten 
pick last season, and Austin Johnson, who 
easily could have been all-conference, are 
two of the best defensive tackles in the con- 
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Christian Hackenberg, QB, Junior 


NDS Rank: No. 2 QB in 2017 class 


round caliber player.” 


Anthony Zettel, DT, Senior 
NDS Rank: No. 2 DT in 2016 class 


TOP NFL PROSPECTS 


“Hackenberg has been dripping with talent. When he was with coach Bill O'Brien, it looked 
like you could pencil him in as the No. 1 pick in 2016, but then he seemed to take a step 
back without O’Brien there last year. The offensive line did him no favors. With the offense 
giving up 44 sacks, he just didn’t feel comfortable at all, but that’s part of playing quarter- 
back and something he has to improve on. But all the tools are there — the size, the ability 
to move around, the arm strength you want, the intelligence. You're talking about a first- 


“He fits that mold of what you think of when you think of a Penn State player — 
hard-nosed, a grinder, going to get the most out of his ability, the motor. He’s more than 


an overachiever, though; he has the talent to go with it. The question is, where does he 
play? Can he play the three-technique? Is he more of an outside guy? He has a lot of 
talent. He is one of the players who can challenge (Ohio State's) Joey Bosa as the Big 


Ten Defensive Player of the Year.” 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


ference. 

Franklin said the biggest personnel 
challenge the Lions face is replacing Hull, 
a second-team All-American and Big Ten 
Linebacker of the Year. 

“Wartman’s a big, strong physical guy 
who moves very, very well,” Franklin said. 

Brandon Bell will flank Wartman-White 
on the strongside; Jason Cabinda or Troy 
Reeder probably will start on the weakside. 

In the secondary, Jordan Lucas will move 
from cornerback to safety, where he’ll team 
with Marcus Allen, who had a terrific fresh- 
man season after moving into the lineup 
in midseason. 

“T think Jordan is a guy who could play 
safety here and at the next level as well,” 
Franklin said. “I think he has a chance to 
maybe be special at safety.” 

Trevor Williams, who had a solid year 
in 2014, will be at one corner. Grant Haley 
and Christian Campbell, who saw exten- 
sive time as true freshmen, will compete at 
the other corner. 


2012 RANKINGS 


PERGAME RANK 
29.1 62 
143.9 83 
273.6 35 
417.5 53 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 


Scoring 19.1 16 
Rushing f 23 
Passing ) 50 
Total 29 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


+9 + 0.75 22 a4 


2013 RANKINGS 


PER GAME 
174.0 57 


259.2 37 


433.2 43 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


“| think each unit has its own identity,” 
Shoop said. “The identity of this one is still 
to be determined. But that’s the nature of 
college football. I’m anxious to see how all 
the parts fit together. We’re on schedule. 
That's the way I'd say it.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Penn State’s special teams made con- 
siderable improvements from 2013 to last 
year, but Franklin wants them to be among 
the best in the Big Ten. 

Replacing Sam Ficken will be the big- 
gest issue. Ficken made 24 of 29 field 
goal attempts, leading the conference in 
field goals made and finishing third in 
percentage (82.8). Joey Julius, a redshirt 
freshman, is the leading candidate to suc- 
ceed Ficken. 

Australian native Daniel Pasquariello be- 
came the regular punter in midseason last 
year and improved as the season went on, 
but Penn State needs him to be better. 

Grant Haley, who averaged 20.6 yards 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 110 
Rushing 117 
Passing 61 
Total 335.3 111 


RANK 


28.7 69 


PER GAME 
20.6 


RANK 


RANK DEFENSE 
59 Scoring 
36 Rushing 
73 Passing 
48 Total 


PERGAME RANK 
18.6 7 
100.5 3 
178.2 


278.7 


RANK 


RANK TO MARGIN PER GAME 
5 T-95 


T-74 ) - 0.38 


- 0.2 


MARCUS 


ny RD Mc 


ALLEN 


Photo 


per kick return last season, and redshirt 
freshman Koa Farmer returned kickoffs in 
the Blue-White Game. Mark Allen, a red- 
shirt freshman, appears to be the top can- 
didate to return punts. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Penn State will face six teams that made 
bowl appearances in 2014, including na- 
tional champion Ohio State and Cotton 
Bowl champion Michigan State. 

The Nittany Lions open against Temple 
in Philadelphia before playing five home 
games on consecutive Saturdays, including 
Big Ten matchups against Rutgers (at night) 
and Indiana. They have a chance to start 
the season 6-0. 

Penn State finally leaves Pennsylvania to 
play back-to-back road games against Ohio 
State and Maryland (in Baltimore), its only 
two successive away games. The Lions re- 
turn home to face Illinois and then travel 
to Northwestern. 

After its bye week, Penn State finishes 
against Michigan at Beaver Stadium and 
then at Michigan State. 

— Rich Scarcella 
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NOTEBOOK 


enn State backup quarterback Trace McSor- 
ps a redshirt freshman, received high praise 

from coach James Franklin, among others, 
during the spring. 

“We've been very pleased with him,” Franklin 
said. “All the reasons why we recruited him are 
showing up in the locker room, the weight room 
and on the football field. 

“He's such a competitive guy. He's very athletic. 
He's very smart. He’s a winner. He’s able to beat you 
with his mind, his arm and his feet. ... There’s a buzz 
in our program about him.” 

McSorley (6-0, 195) led Briar Woods High School 
to four straight Virginia state championship games. 
He amassed more than 12,000 yards of total of- 
fense and accounted for 150 touchdowns. McSor- 
ley, a three-star recruit, committed to Vanderbilt 
before Franklin left there to become coach at Penn 
State in January 2014. He then committed to the 
Lions. 

Defensive Tackle Anthony Zettel is one of only 
three Penn State defensive players who have been 
on the roster since 2011. Zettel, end Carl Nassib 
and linebacker Ben Kline have experienced much 
change over the years, including being coached 
by four defensive coordinators: Tom Bradley, Ted 
Roof, John Butler and Bob Shoop. 

This is the first time that the three players have 
had the same defensive coordinator (Shoop) for two 
consecutive years. 

“You don't have to worry about learning a new 
defense (for the first time),” Zettel said. “It's good 
for the young guys. The old guys can teach the 
young guys. Old guys are like coaches. They under- 
stand the whole concept.” 

Linebacker Nyeem Wartman decided to give 
his mom a unique Mother's Day gift. He announced 
he was changing his last name to Wartman-White to 
honor her. He wrote on a Facebook post: 

“Because she and my step dad work so hard 
to provide a roof and clothes on the backs of my 
little sisters, she can’t make it to all my games, 
causing her to watch. Since she was the one who 
raised me my whole life, | feel she has the right to 
see her last name on the child she has raised and 
provided for." 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


“I'll stick with this theme that what separates the 
best teams in the conference is the line of scrimmage 
and having a play-maker at quarterback. Penn State 
has two of the three. They're probably going to be 
good enough on the defensive line, they have a play- 
maker at quarterback in Christian Hackenberg, but 


they need to develop the offensive line. 


“Paris Palmer is a JC transfer who is going to help 
them some. | do think their offensive line was better 
the day | was there than they were a year ago. 
| would say, in general, the best way for me to put it 
would be, Penn State goes as its offensive line goes. 
That's how it was a year ago. But it looks like they're 


getting better.” 


— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 


NITTANY LIONS SPRING ROSTER 


E Y Hometown 98 Anthony Zettel DT 6-4 278 Sr. West Branch, Ml 
16 Billy Fessler QB 5-11 184 Fr. Erie 19 TorrenceBrown DE 6-3 256 FF. Tuscaloosa, AL 
14 Christian Hackenberg QB 6-4 236 Jr. Palmyra,VA 46 ColinCastagna DE 6-4 243 Fr, Barrington, IL 
9 Trace McSorley OB 6-0 195 Fr. Ashburn,VA 52 CurtisCothran DE 6-5 258 So. Newtown 
4 TommyStevens 0B 6-4 197 Fr. Indianapolis, IN 49 Will Eikenberry DE 6-2 227 Fr. Andover, MA 
s Yr. 95 Carl Nassib DE 6-6 270 Sr. West Chester 
8 Mark Allen RB 5-7 186 FF. Hyattsville, MD 94 Evan Schwan DE 6-6 258 Jr. Harrisburg 
29 Brandon Johnson RB 6-1 229 Sr. Harrisburg 90 GarrettSickels DE 6-4 262 So. Red Bank, NJ 
22 = Akeel Lynch RB 6-0 220 Jr, . ) t. ov y Hometown 
24 Nick Scott RB 5-11 201 Fr. Fairfax,VA 35 MatthewBaney LB 6-0 234 Sr. State College 
20 JohnathanThomas RB 5-11 215 Fr. Peabody, MA 11 Brandon Bell 1B 6-1 «(231 Jr. Mays Landing, NJ 
s._t Yr. 40 JasonCabinda LB 6-1 247 So. Flemington, NJ 
89 Gordon Bentley WR 62 199 So. Ambler 29 JordanDudas «LB OGD 217 Sr. Lake City 
13 _Saced Blacknall_WR 6-3 215 _ So. Manalapan,NJ = 7 Koa Farmer 1B 6-1 219 Fr. Lake View Terrace, CA 
45 «Kyler Diehd WR G4 181_ Fr. Loysburg_ 32 Jack Haffner LB 5-10 217 Jr, State College 
10 Gregg Ganity_'WR'_'$-0 - 160_ se. Pittsburgh 38 Ben Kline B62 238 Sr. Silver Valley 
12 Chris Godwin WR 6-2 206 So. Middletown, DE 49. Troy Reeder 1B Bt 235 Fr. Wilmington, DE 
5 DaeSean Hamilton WR 6-1 211 So. Fredericksburg,VA 47 BrandonSmith LB. 60 227 So. Winfield 
ah tN Plymouth NH 34 EvanSteinfeld LB 6-3 201 Fr, Short Hills, NJ 
ee ee Wilkes-Barre 25 Von Waiker 1B 5-11 213 Je Mill Hal 
39 Josh McPhearson WR 5-9 195 So. Columbia, MDS Wveem Wartman-While LB 6-1 243 Jk Philadelphia 
3 DeAndre Thompkins WR 5-11 187 Fr. Hubert, NC Gary Wooten ip ee am de Miami, FL 
28 Javon Tumer WR 5-10 180 Fr. . 
86 Luke Vadas WR 5-11 160 So. te. 
80 MattZanellato WR 6-3 211 Sr. = 
Tight Ends Pos. Hi. Wt Vr. cB 
81 Adam Breneman TE/H 6-4 252 So. = 
87 Kyle Carter TE 6-3 240 Sr. = 
88 Mike Gesicki TE 6-6 255 So, = 
SS Detroit, Ml 50 TrevorWilliams CB 6-1 196 Sr. Baltimore, MD 
89 TomPancoast  TE/H 6-2 228 So. West Chester 
4 DaquanWorley CB 5-10 183 Fr. Coatesville 
34 Dominic Salomone TE/H 5-10 245 Jr. Dilisburg 
2 Marous Allen S 62 206 So. Upper Marlboro, MD 
11 BrentWilkerson TE/H 6-3 253 Jr, Ciinton, MD =m Sree cait ae a 
‘ 
ove mem SiS em tet 
75 Brendan Brosnan OT 6-6 297 Fr, Park Ridge, IL : 
71 Albert Hall OT 64 296 or Warwick, NY 31 Adam Geiger S$ 59 200 Jr Dillsburg 
76 Sterling Jenkins OT 6-8 321 Fr Pittsburgh Malik Golden S$ 61 205 J Hartford, CT 
59 Andrew Nelson OT 65 310 So. ay eee a 
73 Paris Palmer OT 67 278 Jr Plymouth, NC 27 Colin Harrop S 60 178 J. Sinking Spring 
79 Charlle Shuman OT 68 200 Fr Pittsford, wy «Jordan Lucas S 60 199 Sr. New Rochelle, NY 
58 Chance Sorell OT 65 285 Fr Middletown, oH -«_21_AmaniOruwariye S 6-1 196 Fr Tampa, FL 
78 TomDevenney C/G 6-1 310 So Lititz 24 Anthony Smvth_S__ 0206 So. Dover, Nd 
55 Wendy Laurent C/G 6-2 292 Jr. Hamilton, NJ 49 Brian Tomasetti S 6-1 189 So. Old Forge 
C/G 6-3 315 NJ Specialists Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 
. ee 273 = sears 91 NickBoumerhi PK 5-9 182 Fr. Phillipsburg 
315 Jr. 95 Yannik Haller PK 6-1 225 So. Moehlin, Switzerland 
301. Jr 95 Tyler Davis WP 5-10 185 Fr. St. Charles, IL 
287 So 37. Chris Gulla KP 6-0 202 So. Toms River, NJ 
316 So. 99 Joey Julius K 5-11 244 Fr. Hummelstown 
328 Fr. 98 Troy Stivason K 5-11 182 Fr. Athens 
" 93 Robby Liebel P 6-2 201 Fr __ St.Petersburg, FL 
92 Daniel Pasquariello P 6-0 204 So. Melbowrme, Victoria, Australia 
54 Sean Corcoran SN 6-0 205 So. Bourbonnais, IL 
41. Zach Ladonis SN 6-2 234 So. Nescopeck 
96 Kyle Vasey SN 6-2 262 Fr. Hawley 
44 TylerYazujian SN 6-0 251 Jr. Royersford 


Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 


Tackles; M. Hull 140, N. Wartman 75, J. Lucas 58 

DEE LEADERS Tackles for loss: A. Zettel 17, D. Barnes 12.5, M. Hull 10.5 
Sacks: A. Zettel 8, D. Barnes 6, C.J. Olaniyan 3 
Interceptions: A. Amos 3, A. Zettel 3, T. Williams 2, J. Della Valle 2 


Att 
cr PASSING C.Hackenberg 13 1094 270 484 15 558 2977 12 79 229.0 
— DJ.Crook 2 155 6 9 O 67 57 1 12 285 
COM UM | 22s sevusausagyasVoveoaktoussas ajaccabceesssous bug hpoidbat okeasecataophasussvatbasdunpacCacsds eapeboapaastebtepiswessstasbbveasbaasdcastoviewa 
— NAME GP No. Yards Avg 1D Long Avg/G 
iT) RECEIVING D.Hamilton 13 82 899 110 2 51 692 

PF G. Lewis 13 55 751 137 2 79 578 
SOD [pl ERIE sl ee eal nee ices Sree eh 2 
—_ NAME GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
fee RUSHING A. Lynch 13 147 «703 «25 678 446 4 47 522 
a 
| x | 
it 
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RECRUITING 2015 


Paris Palmer 

As the Nittany Lions get their roster back to the 85-man schol- 
arship limit, there isn't a bigger need than offensive tackle. 
Palmer's signing was huge as he arrives as the No. 2 JUCO 
offensive tackle according to 247Sports and will likely start the 
season opener. Palmer will bring a toughness to the Nittany 


Saquon Barkley 

The Top100 running back recruit had a huge senior season, 
fushing for 1,856 yards and 29 touchdowns for Coplay (Pa.) 
Whitehall. The backfield is thin at Penn State and the 5-11, 
190-pound Barkley comes in ready to tote the football. Was the 
top-ranked player in the state according to 247Sports. 


John Reid 

Out of Mount Laurel (N.J.) St. Joseph's Prep School, Reid 
emerged as a recruit to know as a freshman. The country's 
No. 17 cornerback recruit according to the 247Sports 
Composite, the 5-10, 180-pound Reid will be tough to keep 
off the field despite the young talent in the Nittany Lions 
secondary. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Hometown 


Saquon B RB 5-11 19 G&G Whitehall Whitehall 
Ranked No. 123 nationally, ranked No. 14 running back and the No. 2 ranked player in 
Pennsylvania according to the 247Sports Composite...first-team All-State (AAAA) by 
Pennsylvania Football News...two-time All-Lehigh Valley Conference...Pennsylvania’s big 
school Mr. Football. 


Ryan Bates Oo 65 25 GOCOC  Waminster Archbishop Wood 
Ranked No. 162 nationally, ranked No. 12 Offensive Tackle and the No. 4 ranked player in 
Pennsylvania according to the 247Sports Composite...Won back-to-back PIAA AAA state 
titles...2015 Under Armour All-American...2014 PA Football News Lineman of the Year. 


Manny Bowen OB 62 26 GOOCO  Bamegal,N Bamegal 
Ranked No. 262 nationally, ranked No. 17 Outside Linebacker and the No. 6 ranked player in 
New Jersey according to the 247Sports Composite. ..recorded 51 tackles, including 10 for 


loss in 2014. 

Nick Bowers Tr 64 25 O06 Kittanning Kittanning 
Ranked No. 23 Tight End and the No. 15 ranked player in Pennsylvania according to the 
247Sports Composite...first-team Class AA All-State by the Pennsylvania Football Writers’ 


Association. .. first-team All-Allegheny Conference on offense and on defense, 
Great Valley 


Ryan Buchholz SDE 66 200 O0O00 

Ranked No. 244 nationally, ranked No. 14 Strongside Defensive End and the No. 6 ranked 
player in Pennsylvania according to the 247Sports Composite...MaxPreps Medium School 
All-American...All-Southeastern Pennsylvania...first-team All-State (Class AAA) by 
Pennsylvania Football News. 


Kamonte Carter A 6-4 28 GOGO _ Gaithersburg, MD Gaithersburg 
Ranked No. 239 nationally, ranked No. 14 Athlete and the No. 5 ranked player in Maryland 
according to the 247Sports Composite...tallied 54 tackles, including 10.0 TFL during the 
past two seasons. 

Haddonfield, NJ 


64 212 oo000 Paul Vi 


Ivin 
Ranked No. 305 nationally, ranked No. 38 Wide Receiver and the No. 7 ranked player in New 
Jersey according to the 247Sports Composite...tallied 33 receptions for 492 yards and 10 


touchdowns. ..first-team All-South Jersey. 


dake Cooper 18 6-1 ooo Wanminster Archbishop Wood 
Ranked No. 16 Inside Linebacker and the No. 11 ranked player in Pennsylvania according to 
the 247Sports Composite...led Archbishop Wood to back-to-back PIAA AAA state titles... 
first-team Pennsylvania Football News Class AAA All-State. 


Kevin Givens WOE 62 25 OO6 Altoona Altoona 
Ranked No. 42 Weakside Defensive End and the No. 18 ranked player in Pennsylvania 
according to the 247Sports Composite...first-team Pennsylvania Football News all-state. .. 
named to PFN's #TeamPA Defensive All-Star team. 

Union City 


Steven 2 06 63 30 OOO Union City, NJ 
Ranked No. 24 Offensive Guard and the No. 8 ranked player in New Jersey according to the 
247Sports Composite....first-team All-New Jersey...first player in Union City history to eam 
first-team all-state honors. 

Potomac, MD 


Jonathan Holland WOE 64 200 OOO The Bullis School 
Ranked No. 25 Weakside Defensive End and the No. 14 ranked player in Maryland according 
to the 247Sports Composite. ..first-team AP All-State...second-team All-Metro. 


Sterling Jenkins OT 68 35 GOOS Pittsburgh Baldwin 
Ranked No. 210 nationally, ranked No. 17 Offensive Tackle and the No. 5 ranked player in 
Pennsylvania according to the 247Sports Composite...Class AAAA all-state pick. ..2015 
Under Armour All-America Game selection...enrolled in January 2015. 

Juwan Johnson WR 64 216 OOOO Glassboro 
Ranked No. 129 nationally, ranked No. 13 Wide Receiver and the No. 3 ranked player i in New 
Jersey according to the 247Sports Composite...Participated in "The Opening," an all-star 
a prospect camp held on the Nike Campus...2015 U.S. Army All-American Bowl 
selection. 
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Lions offensive line along with the athleticism NFL scouts covet. 


Ayron Monroe 

A consensus three-star recruit, Monroe has the speed, size 
and athleticism to play like a five-star in Happy Valley. The 
6-0, 195-pound safety forced three fumbles and had an inter- 
ception as a senior at Largo (Md.) St. John's College High 
School. 


Everything. Penn State played less than 50 scholarship kids in 2014. That number will 


= continue to grow the next two years. James Franklin and his staff are looking for 
=a} more difference makers at every position. 

— — By Steve Wiltfong 
co 

— 

[= 

i= | 


Committments 


2azsronrs COMPOSITE 
0 13 12a 0 


Average Stars 


Total Stars 


National Rank: 14 B10; 2 


Pos, Ht Wi Stars Hometown School 


Daiquan AH 62 206 OO9 Union City, NJ Union City 
Ranked No. 29 Athlete and the No. 9 ranked player in New Jersey according to the 247Sports 
Composite. ..first-team All-Hudson County Interscholastic Athletic League. 


Shareef Miller SDE 65 20 GOOG Philadelphia George Washington 
Ranked No. 28 Strongside Defensive End and the No. 12 ranked player in Pennsylvania 
according to the 247Sports Composite... Philadelphia Inquirer first-team All-Southeastern 
Pennsylvania... first-team All-Southeastern Pennsylvania. 


Jarvis S$ &1 20 ooo Suffield, CT Suffield 
Ranked No. 72 Safety and the No. 5 ranked player in Connecticut according to the 247Sports 
Composite. ..All-Hartford Courant First Team...finished third at the Nike SPARQ Combine in 
New Jersey in February of 2013. 


Ayron Monroe $ 1 15 ooo Washington, DC St. John’s College 
Ranked No. 36 Safety and the No. 5 ranked player in Washington, DC according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..first team All-WCAC...All-Met honorable mention. 


Paris OT 68 35 OO00 Scranton Lackawanna C.C. 
Ranked No. 12 Junior College prospect nationally, ranked No. 2 Offensive Tackle and the 
No, 1 ranked player in North Carolina according to the 247Sports Composite...two seasons 
of eligibility after playing two years at Lackawanna College...enrolled in January 2015. 


John Petrishen S$ 61 1% Coo Pittsburgh Central Catholic 
Ranked No. 69 Safety and the No. 20 ranked player in Pennsylvania according to the 
247Sports Composite. . All-WPIAL defensive back, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette “Fabulous 22" ... 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette MVP. 


Brandon WR 53 183 OOO0 Ashburn, VA Briar Wootis 
Ranked No. 39 Wide Receiver and the No. 13 ranked player in Virginia according to the 
247Sports Composite...Virginia state champion in the 200-meter dash.. .All-Conference WR 
selection ...teamed with current Nittany Lion quarterback Trace McSorley to lead Briar 
Woods to the Virginia 5A State Championship game. 


John Reid 510 180 @OOC Philadelphia St. Joseph's 
Ranked No. 126 nationally, ranked No. 17 Cornerback and the No. 3 ranked player in 
Pennsylvania according to the 247Sports Composite...helped lead St. Joseph's Prep School 
to back-to-back PIAA AAAA Championships in 2013 and 2014...CBS Philly's Player of the 
Year...Pennsylvania Bectand ree Ney etd Player of the Year... first-team All-State...2015 
U.S. Army All-American Bo’ 


Andre Robinson RB are) 205 oooo Harrisburg Bishop McDevitt 
Ranked No. 258 nationally, ranked No. 19 Running Back and the No. 7 ranked player in 
Pennsylvania according to the 247Sports Composite...2013 PIAA AAA Player of the Year by 
the Pennsylvania Football Writers Association. 


Tommy Stevens 8 64 197 ooo Indianapolis, IN Decatur Central 
Ranked No. 21 Dual-Threat Quarterback and the No. 11 ranked player in Indiana according 
to the 247Sports Composite. ..finalist for the Indiana Gatorade Player of the Year...two-time 
all-conference, all-area and all-county selection. ..enrolled in January 2015. 


Garrett Taylor 6115 SoOOSG Richmond, VA SL Christopher's School 
Ranked No. 125 nationally, ranked No. 16 Cornerback and the No. 6 ranked player in Virginia 
according to the 247Sports Composite...selected to the 2015 Under Armour All-America 
Game and U.S. Army All-American Bowl...first-team All-State (VISAA Division |)...All-Metro 
selection. 


Robert Windsor nT 65 78 ooo Fond Du Lac, WI Fond Du Lac 
Ranked No. 65 Defensive Tackle and the No. 3 ranked player in Wisconsin according to the 
247Sports Composite...Wisconsin Football Coaches Association and Associated Press first- 
team All-State...Action Reporter Media 2014 Defensive Player of the Year...Valle Rou 
Association South Defensive Co-Player of the Year and Defensive Lineman of the 
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PLAYER PROFILE 857 AND BRIGHTEST 


Hackenberg Refocused On Guiding Lions 


hristian Hackenberg showed much 
{ toughness last year when he was 

sacked a school-record 44 times 
and didn’t miss a game. 

But for the first time since carrying the 
offensive load for Penn State and receiving 
criticism from several corners, Hackenberg 
spoke in the spring about the mental im- 
pact last year had on him. 

“My mind was in a lot of places last 
year,” Hackenberg said. “I kind of lost 
the ability to focus on myself, in the 
sense of making sure that I was doing 
my job.” 

Hackenberg and the entire Nittany Li- 
ons offense struggled in the regular sea- 
son for several reasons, most significantly 
the inexperience and ineffectiveness of 
the line. His numbers dipped in James 
Franklin’s first season as head coach af- 
ter he made a spectacular debut under 
former Penn State coach Bill O’Brien in 
2013. 

Two years ago, Hackenberg completed 
59 percent of his passes for 2,955 yards, 
with 20 touchdowns and 10 intercep- 
tions in 12 games; he was chosen the Big 
Ten Freshman of the Year. Last year in 
13 games, he completed 55.8 percent of 
his passes for 2,977 yards, with 12 touch- 
downs and a school-record-tying 15 in- 
terceptions. 

“When you get hit that much, you 
start falling into bad habits,” Franklin 
said. “You start drifting, your footwork is 
not as clean and you're falling off your 
throws. Last year he was really so focused 
on everybody else and trying to help 
them that it stunted his development in 
some ways.” 

The coaching transition also affected 
Hackenberg. It took him time to adjust to 
being guided by Franklin, offensive coor- 
dinator John Donovan and quarterbacks 
coach Ricky Rahne. 

Hackenberg also was hurt by the inex- 
perience of wide receivers Geno Lewis, 
DaeSean Hamilton, Saeed Blacknall and 
Chris Godwin. 

“We've all been working hard to make 
sure we’re up to par with the expecta- 
tions this coaching staff has for us, more 


(AE). y — 


CHRISTIAN HACKENBERG 


specifically Coach Donovan,” Hacken- 
berg said. “We’re really excited about 
what we’re doing.” 

Four starters return on the line. When 


Hackenberg has received protection, he’s 
been dangerous. He completed 34 of SO 


passes for 371 yards and four touchdowns : 
without an interception in the 31-30 over- : 
time victory over Boston College in the : 


Pinstripe Bowl. 


“We're much more comfortable in : 
what we're doing,” Hackenberg said. } 
“We're going to be able to focus on us : 
now and not worry about outside factors, : 
whatever they may have been. You can : 


see the evolution of our offense. We trust 
more guys.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-foothball/big-ten/penn-state 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


: OB CHRISTIAN HACKENBERG 
Completed 55.8 percent 
? of his passes for 2,977 

? yards and 12 touch- 

? downs with 15 inter- 
ceptions last year. ... Has 
started all 25 games last two 

: seasons. ... Already ranks third in career 

: passing yards at Penn State with 5,932. ... 
Has eight 300-yard passing games. ... 
Finished sophomore year by completing 

34 of 50 passes for 371 yards with four TDs 
: and no interceptions in Pinstripe Bow! win 
over Boston College. 


; EMERGING STAR 
WR DAESEAN HAMILTON 


The sophomore was 
named second-team 
All-Big Ten in his first 
? season as a starter. ... 
: Caught 82 passes, the 
second-most in school history, 

: for 899 yards and two touchdowns. ... Led Big 
: Ten in receptions per game and ranked fifth in 
receiving yards per game. ... Made 11 catches 
for 165 yards in his debut against Central 
Florida in the Croke Park Classic in Ireland. 


Pree eerrerreri ry 


TOP NEWCOMER 
OT PARIS PALMER 


Rated the top offensive 
tackle in the nation in 
: junior college last year. 
... The North Carolina 

: native played at 
Lackawanna Junior College 

: in Pennsylvania. ... 247Sports rated him 


: No. 12 junior college prospect in the nation, 
: and the second-best offensive tackle. ... With 
an extensive offer list, he chose Penn State 

3 over Arizona State, Baylor, Miami (Fla.), 

Ohio State and South Carolina. 


> Photos courtesy of Penn State Athletics, 
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HUSKEIES at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: DeKalb, Ml. 

COACH: Rod Carey: At Northern Illinois and overall: 23-6, 
3 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bob Cole 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR; Jay Niemann 


RETURNING STARTERS; 12; 5 offense, 7 defense 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2014 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2007 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Drew Hare, RB Joel Bouagnon, 
WR Tommylee Lewis, WR Juwan Brescacin, DE Perez Ford, 
LB Boomer Mays, CB Paris Logan, SS Marlon Moore 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Hare is the clear-cut starter and 

the confidence from another off-season in the system is 

a plus. Playmakers are everywhere on offense, including 
Potentially six to eight receivers who can make a difference. 
The secondary is experienced, while the defense brings back 
seven starters. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Huskies have to find three 
new starters on the offensive line and have to fill holes at 
fullback and tight end. Will the running back-by-committee 
work? The Huskies might struggle getting production from 
their defensive ends. 


OFFENSE 

Drew Hare emerged as the clear-cut starter at quar- 
terback during a Week 2 upset at Northwestern. 

Hare, a junior, started the final 11 games, putting up 
respectable numbers and staying away from making 
careless mistakes. Hare quickly put away any linger- 
ing concerns of finding a replacement for 2013 Heis- 
man Trophy finalist Jordan Lynch. Hare passed for 
2,322 yards and 18 touchdowns, while tossing just two 
interceptions and running for 900 yards and eight 
touchdowns. 

Although he doesn’t possess the talents of Chandler 
Harnish or Lynch, Hare took major strides last season. 

Third-year coach Rod Carey's preference for using 
a three-man rotation at running back will continue 
after the Huskies lost leading rusher Cameron Stin- 
gily and Akeem Daniels. Joel Bouagnon, Jordan Huff, 
Keith Harris Jr. and Draco Smith are vying for carries 
in a crowded backfield. It’s not necessarily needed, but 
perhaps one can be a breakout runner. 

Despite losing Da’Ron Brown, who caught a team- 
high 68 receptions for 1,065 yards, the Huskies won't 
experience a drop-off at wide receiver. 

If anything, the Huskies might improve because of 
an influx of talented receivers, led by Juwan Bresca- 
cin, Tommylee Lewis, Chad Beebe, Aregeros Turner, 
North Dakota transfer Kenny Golladay and incoming 
freshman Spencer Tears. 

Senior center Andrew Ness and senior left guard 
Aidan Conlon must lead a young offensive line. 


DEFENSE 

Seven starters return from a unit that ranked high 
in the major defensive categories in conference play. 
The secondary is deep and experienced after endur- 
ing some rough spots early last season. 

The secondary will miss Dechane Durante, but safe- 
ty Marlon Moore led the Huskies with 9g tackles last 
season and Paris Logan and Anthony Brooks are an 
experienced tandem. 

At linebacker, Rasheen Lemon is an aggressive and 
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1(T-1st,West) S§ 


“They keep winning and reloading each 
year. NIU’s program is like a machine.” 
— Rival MAC head coach 


physical hitter, and Boomer Mays is a potential all-con- 
ference player. There’s one open starting spot at line- 
backer, but there’s no shortage of quality candidates. 

Although end and sack specialist Jason Meehan is 
going to be hard to replace, the defensive line is more 
experienced than in past years. Defensive end Perez 
Ford is primed for another big season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Christian Hagan helped stabilize the offense after 
taking over the field-goal duties late in his freshman 
season. The Huskies sorely missed the injured Lewis 
in the return game last season. Freshman Peter Deppe 
is slated to handle the punting duties. 


OVERVIEW 

The Huskies have captured five straight MAC West 
Division titles, even earning a BCS Bowl berth in the Or- 
ange Bowl against Florida State in January 2013. North- 
ern Illinois, though, has lost three straight bowl games, 
plus was blown out in the MAC title game in 2013. 

Once again, Carey has stressed the importance of 
NIU winning its last game — in this case a bowl game. 
Besides playing at Ohio State, the Huskies won't be 
bogged down by their schedule and will make another 
strong run at a MAC title. 

— Bob Narang 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Kenny Golladay: The North Dakota transfer 
impressed the coaching staff in the spring and will be 
a key part of the rotation. Golladay (6-4, 200) caught 
69 passes for 884 yards and eight TDs in his sopho- 
more season at North Dakota. 


um: Huskie Stadium (30 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS | HUSKIES 


MAC rank: 2 


2015 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB 12 | Drew Hare* 6-1 210 Jr. 
RB 28 | Joel Bouagnon’ 6-2 224 Jr. 
FB 35 | Shane Wimann 6-4 249 So. 
WR 11 | Juwan Brescacin® 6-4 228 Sr. 
WR 10 | Tommylee Lewis 5-7 159 Sr. 
TE 37 | Desroy Maxwell 6-2 259 Sr. 
LT 71 | Levon Myers 6-5 299 Jr. 
LG 61 | Aidan Conlon® 6-3 301 Sr. 
C 55 | Andrew Ness* 6-3 298 Sr. 
RG 70 | Josh Ruka 6-5 305 Jr. 
RT 74 | Lincoln Howard 6-5 301 Jr. 
DEFENSE 
DE 54 | CameronClinton-Earl 6-1 253 Sr. 
DT 30 | William Lee* 6-2 303 So, 
DT 56 Ben Compton 6-4 263 Sr. 
DE 44 | Perez Ford* 6-0 223 Sr. 
LB § | Rasheen Lemon* 6-0 220 Sr. 
LB 45 | Boomer Mays* 6-0 246 Sr. 
LB 40 | Sean Folliard 6-2 229 Jr. 
CB 31 | Anthony Brooks” 5-11 191 Jr. 
CB 29 | Paris Logan® 5-9 189 Sr. 
SS 2 | Marlon Moore* 5-9 195 Sr, 
FS 24 | Brandon Mayes 5-11 188 So. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 34 | Christian Hagan 6-0 180 So. 
P 18 | Peter Deppe 6-1 198 Fr. 
*Returning starters in Bold 
2015 SCHEDULE 
Sept.5 UNLV 
Sept. 12 MURRAY STATE 
Sept.19 at Ohio State 
Sept. 26 at Boston College 
Oct. 3 at Central Michigan 
Oct. 10 BALL STATE 
Oct. 17 at Miami (0H) 
Oct. 24 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
Nov. 3 at Toledo 
Nov. 11 at Buffalo 
Nov. 18 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Nov. 24 OHIO 
2014 RESULTS 
Ww PRESBYTERIAN 55-3 
Ww at Northwestern 23-15 
w at UNLV 48-34 
L at Arkansas 14-52 
Ww KENT STATE 17-14 
L CENTRAL MICHIGAN 17-34 
Ww MIAMI (0H) 51-41 
Ww at Eastern Michigan 28-17 
Ww at Ball State 35-21 
Ww TOLEDO 27-24 
w at Ohio 21-14 
Ww at Western Michigan 31-21 
MAC Championship Game 
Ww vs. Bowling Green 51-17 
Boca Raton Bowl 
L vs. Marshall 23-52 
2014 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME RANE 
Scoring 315 47 
Rushing 249.1 16 
Passing 192.1 97 
Total 441.2 36 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 25.6 51 
Rushing 163.1 58 
Passing 228.5 63 
Total 391.6 57 
TO MARGIN PER GAME RANK 
+12 + 0.86 T-9 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 171 


PURDUE 


For more coverage of the Boilermakers, visit purdue.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: John Shoop 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Greg Hudson 


STADIUM: Ross-Ade: 62,500 


BOILERMAKERS POINT TOWARD BEING MORE VERTICAL ON OFFENSE 


nown primarily as a math and science 
Kins Purdue hopes to emphasize 

the vertical rather than the horizontal 
on the football field this season. 

After scoring 107 points during the first 
three games when quarterback Austin Apple- 
by took over for Danny Etling in Week 6 of 
last season, the offense sputtered in Novem- 
ber, scoring only 60 points in the final four 
games. 

In losses to Nebraska, Wisconsin, North- 
western and Indiana, Appleby threw only 
four touchdown passes, was intercepted sev- 
en times and completed at least SO percent of 
his passes only once. 

Coordinator John Shoop implemented an 
altered passing game this spring, hoping to 
attack opponents vertically much more fre- 
quently. 

While Appleby appears to have secured the 
No. 1 position heading into the fall, Etling, 
redshirt freshman David Blough and fresh- 
man Elijah Sindelar, who is recovering from 
knee surgery, will be given every opportunity 
to flourish throwing the deep ball. 

Something has to be better if Purdue is to 
improve on a 3-9 record that included a 1-7 
mark in the Big Ten Conference. 

“As we continue to encourage each other 
and push each other, it’s going to make us 
better as quarterbacks and as a team,” said 
Appleby, a junior. 

“T have three goals. | want to have an 
action on every play. | am working really 
hard in the film room and am able to take 
the experiences I had from the 2014 sea- 
son and quicken myself mentally. I want 
to recognize the coverage, recognize the 
blitz and get to my reads faster than I ever 
have. 

“Mechanically, | want to become a better 
passer. | am working to become more effi- 
cient. And the third thing is to just have that 
contagious confidence that is unbreakable. 
We are going to pull together like never be- 
fore and be successful. The outcome will take 
care of itself.” 


OFFENSE 


Austin Appleby completed 144 of 272 pass- 
es last season for 1,449 yards with 10 touch- 
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downs and 11 interceptions. But struggles 
down the stretch left a sour taste in most 
fans’ mouths. 

“Tt was a number of things, including the 
fact injuries struck,” Appleby said. 

“Losing (leading wide receiver) Danny 
Anthrop was huge. He was our guy, our go- 
to guy. I would be lying to say that it didn’t 
affect us. But looking back at it, we are so 
close. Five games, we were within 10 points 
in the fourth quarter. If we finish those 
games, our season would have been totally 
different.” 

The good news for the Boilermakers is 
that the offensive line, anchored by senior 
center Robert Kugler, will be solid, but there 
are many questions at the skill positions, 
obviously starting at quarterback if Appleby 
doesn’t improve on his mediocre Novem- 
ber. 

Danny Etling, a junior who completed 89 
of 162 passes for 800 yards with six touch- 
downs and five interceptions in five 2014 
starts, remains in the picture. But redshirt 
freshman David Blough probably supplant- 
ed Etling as the No. 2 quarterback in the 
spring. 

Blough completed 24 of 32 passes for 275 
yards and one touchdown in the April 11 Jer- 
sey Scrimmage, and he was 16 of 22 for 173 
yards and two touchdowns a week later in 
the spring game, also rushing nine times for 
39 yards. 

“Coming in last spring, my goal was to 
push the position,” Blough said. “I wanted 
Austin and Danny to know that I am right 
behind them, I look forward every day to 
competing with these guys. That brings out 
the best in each guy. 

“It’s nice to know that these guys want it 
as much as I do. When you are in a group 
in which everybody wants something, you 
elevate your game.” 

Freshman Elijah Sindelar, who was the 
2014 Mr. Football in Kentucky, is eager to 
push the other three when his knee is 100 
percent in August. 

Sophomores Keyante Green and D,J. 
Knox, along with 2014 Indiana Mr. Foot- 
ball Markell Jones, will be the primary can- 
didates to replace running backs Akeem 


SCHEDULE 


Dale Opporient 't4 Record 
Sept. 6 at Marshall 13-1 
Sept.12 INDIANA STATE 8-6 
Sept.19 VIRGINIA TECH 7-6 
Sept. 26 BOWLING GREEN 8-6 
Oct. 3 at Michigan State 11-2 
Oct. 10 MINNESOTA 8-5 
Oct. 17 at Wisconsin 11-3 
Oct. 31 NEBRASKA 9-4 
Nov. 7 ILLINOIS 6-7 
Nov.14 — at Northwestern 5-7 
Nov. 21 at lowa 7-6 
Nov. 28 INDIANA 4-8 


RESULTS 


W WESTERN MICHIGAN 43-34 
L CENTRAL MICHIGAN —17-38 
L vs. Notre Dame (Indianapolis, IN) 14-30 
Ww SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 35-13 
L IOWA 10-24 
W. at Illinois 38-27 
L MICHIGAN STATE 31-45 
L at Minnesota 38-39 
L at Nebraska 14-35 
a WISCONSIN 16-37 
L NORTHWESTERN 14-38 
L at Indiana 16-23 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


* 0 0 
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AT A GLANCE 


West Lafayette, Ind. 
3-9, 1-7 Big Ten (7th, West) 


Darrell Hazell — At Purdue: 4-20, 
2 years; overall: 20-30, 4 years 


17, 8 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 


QB Austin Appleby, RB D.J. Knox, 
WR Danny Anthrop, C Robert Kugler, 
MLB Ja’Whaun Bentley, DT Jake 
Replogle, CB Frankie Williams 


Led by the quickness of Anthrop and 
Knox and a solid line anchored by 
Kugler, the offense should be much 
better than it was in 2014. Bentley, 
Replogle and Williams will be three of 
the best defenders in the Big Ten West. 
Paul Griggs made 80 percent of his 
field goal tries in 2014. 


If Appleby doesn’t regain the form that 
produced 107 points in his first three 
starts, Purdue could be looking at mak- 
ing a quarterback change in September. 
Other than Anthrop, there is no proven 
go-to receiver. While Knox, Green and 
Jones appear to be talented running 
backs, Green is the only one to have 
carried the ball in a college game. 


RB Akeem Hunt, RB Raheem Mostert, 
TE Gabe Holmes, DE Ryan Russell, 
S Landon Feichter, S Taylor Richards 


Boilermaker football fortunes have 
fallen on hard times since Joe Tiller 
retired, and while both sides of the 
ball should be improved in 2015, 
getting to .500 and playing in a bowl 
game for the first time since 2012 will 
be difficult for a team that is still very 
young, especially at the skill positions. 
If Appleby struggles, it could be anoth- 
er long season at Purdue, which has 
only one Big Ten win in Hazell’s first 
two seasons. 


Consecutive seasons without a win- fia \i JAS “> cy * 
ning record in Big Ten play for Purdue. * J es IN layehana: ? p 
The Boilermakers were 5-3 in the = = 4 iy oe) ee "RAY A 
league under Tiller in 2006. BEN L LEY 


DeANGELO YANCEY 


td ty Stover 1K 


Hunt (949 yards and six TDs in 2014) and 
Raheem Mostert, who exhausted their eli- 
gibility. 

“Whatever we may have lost in perim- 
eter speed, we probably have gained in 
some interior running,” said running backs 
coach Jafar Williams. 

Anthrop, who caught 38 passes for 
616 yards and four touchdowns before 
being injured in early November, along 
with juniors Cameron Posey and DeAn- 
gelo Yancey, will be the primary pass 
catchers, as long as Appleby or one of 
the other quarterbacks has time to set- 
tle into the pocket. That should not be 
a problem. 

“We should have nine or 10 offensive 
linemen this year instead of six or seven,” 
head coach Darrell Hazell said. “That is a 
huge difference. In the NFL, they travel 
with six or seven, but they are multi-posi- 
tional guys. We don’t have multi-position- 


al guys.” 
Kugler said this will be the best offensive 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER 


QB 
RB 
RB 
WR 


Austin Appleby* 
D.J. Knox 
Keyante Green 
Danny Anthrop* 
DeAngelo Yancey* 
Cameron Posey 
David Hedelin* 
Jason King* 
Robert Kugler* 
Jordan Roos* 
JJ. Prince* 
Paul Griggs* 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


YR. 


Jt. 
So. 


So. 


Sr. 


COMMENT 

Became the starter in the sixth game of 2014. 
Ran for two touchdowns in the spring game. 
Had 199 rushing yards as a freshman. 

Caught 38 passes for 616 yards last season. 
Caught 12 passes for 147 yards in 2014. 
Made 19 receptions for 188 yards last season. 
Big OT moved into starting lineup after three games. 
Will be a second-year starter. 

Third-year starter is Purdue's best blocker. 
Can play either right quard or tackle. 

Another second year OL starter. 

Made 16 of 20 field goal attempts as a junior. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER 


Gelen Robinson 
Jake Replogle* 
Ra’Zahn Howard* 
Evan Panfil 

Jimmy Herman* 
Ja’Whaun Bentley* 
Danny Ezechukwu* 
Frankie Williams* 
Anthony Brown* 
Robert Gregory 
Leroy Clark 


YR. 


COMMENT 

Son of former NBA star Glenn Robinson. 

Led the team in tackles for loss with 10.5. 
Made 20 tackles as a sophomore. 

Had nine tackles in limited duty in 2014. 
Was team’s No. 4 tackler with 56 last season. 
Had 76 tackles and three fumble recoveries, 
Made 43 tackles as a freshman. 

Had three interceptions and 74 tackles. 
Made 54 tackles to go with 10 PBUs. 

Won starting job in the spring. 

Made 25 tackles in 2014. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
David Blough, Fr. 
Markell Jones, Fr. 
David Yancey, So. 

Dan Monteroso, Jr. 
Trae Hart, So. 

Anthony Mahoungou, So. 
Cameron Cermin, Jr. 
Jason Tretter, So. 
Cameron Cermin, Jr. 
Corey Clements, Sr. 
Martesse Patterson, Fr. 
Thomas Meadows, Sr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
John Strauser, So. 
Ryan Watson, Sr. 

Ryan Watson, Sr. 
Antoine Miles, So. 
Andy James Garcia, Jr. 
Garrett Hudson, So. 
Andy James Garcia, Jr. 
Antonio Blackmon, Fr. 
Da'Wan Hunte, So. 
Evan Feichter, Jr. 
Austin Logan, Jr. 


Thomas Meadows* 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


line with which he has played at Purdue. 

“We have seen little things that we 
missed,” he said. “Had we just blocked 
one more guy, it would have been an 
80-yard touchdown. We definitely can 
execute better.” 


DEFENSE 


There are questions at defensive end 
and in the secondary, but Purdue's trio of 
linebackers and interior linemen have a 
chance to be among the best in the Big 
Ten West. 

Sophomore middle linebacker Ja’Whaun 
Bentley, who made 76 tackles and recov- 
ered three fumbles as a freshman, will lead 
the defense. He will be joined by junior 
strongside linebacker Jimmy Herman, who 
had 56 tackles in 2014, and sophomore 
weakside linebacker Danny Ezechukwu, 
who made 43 tackles to go with an inter- 
ception. 

“The three of us have played with each 
other a whole lot,” Bentley said. “We have 


Averaged 39.8 yards per punt as a junior, 


Paul Griggs, Sr. 


that on-the-field experience. We lost some 
leadership, but we have guys who can fill 
those roles. 

“We really don’t look at things indi- 
vidually, because one person can’t win a 
game. As long as all three of us are get- 
ting better, we will be fine. I played ev- 
ery game last year, so I have seen a lot of 
things. | know what to expect in different 
situations.” 

Ezechukwu enjoys playing alongside 
Bentley and Herman. 

“We try to feed off each other,” Eze- 
chukwu said. “We communicate more and 
more each game. The thing that impresses 
me about Ja’Whaun is just the passion he 
has for the game. It is genuine. It is not 
just the rah-rah on Saturday. It is in the 
weight room, on the practice field and in 
meetings.” 

Herman anticipates marked improved 
from the veteran trio. 

“If I had to pick one word for this line- 
backer group, I would say it is hungry,” 
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Frankie Williams, CB, Senior 
NDS Rank: No. 43 CB in 2016 class 


Robert Kugler, C, Senior 
NDS Rank: No. 25 C in 2016 class 


rather than power.” 


Jake Replogle, DE, Junior 
NDS Rank: No. 27 DE in 2017 class 


tackle.” 


seme (OP 3 NFL PROSPECTS 


“Williams is short (5-9) but his compact frame and aggressive mentality stood out on tape, 
and it didn’t matter whether he lined up at cornerback, safety or punt returner. That helps 
him play much bigger. He is alert in coverage, showing enough awareness, athleticism and 
toughness to get the interest of scouts despite his obvious size limitations.” 


“Kugler is interesting to me. He signed as a highly regarded tight end and has since devel- 
oped into not only the team’s best offensive lineman but arguably its best NFL prospect. He 
has played a lot of and his athleticism is clear on tape. He’s agile, very quick to the second 
level and is a reliable shotgun snapper. For now, he’s relying more on angles and technique 


“Replogle lined up all over the defensive line last season and you can see he’s a bit of a bull 
in a china shop. What | mean is he shows better power, instincts and effort than top-notch 
athleticism. Because of that, he projects best at the next level as a base end or a defensive 


— Rob Rang, NFLDraftScout.com 


Herman said. “We always are trying to 
chase perfection. We might never get there, 
be we sure are going to try. Having played 
together, it is huge that all three of us can 
trust each other. 

“There is no substitute for experience. 
We understand each other better now. 
I don’t even have to look at one of the 
other guys to know what he is doing. 
You get such a good feel. The game is not 
about you, it is about what is around you. 
The biggest step we need to take is con- 
sistency.” 

Junior tackle Jake Replogle (40 tackles, 
including a team-best 10.5 for losses) and 


junior nose guard Ra’Zahn Howard (20 


tackles) are returning starters. Sophomore 


Gelen Robinson (20 tackles) and junior 


Evan Panfil (nine tackles) take over at the 
end spots, but need to become better pass 
rushers. 

Senior Frankie Williams, who made 74 


tackles to go with three interceptions, 
and senior Anthony Brown (54 tackles) 
return at the cornerback spots. Safety is 
a concern, although Robert Gregory and 
junior Leroy Clark played well there in 
the spring. Gregory and Clark likely will 
be first-time starters at those positions 
on Sept. 6 when Purdue opens at Mar- 
shall. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Senior kicker Paul Griggs, who made 16 
of 20 field goal attempts and 32 of 33 ex- 
tra point tries, and senior punter Thomas 
Meadows, who averaged 39.8 yards on 58 
punts in 2014, are returning starters. Mead- 
ows had 15 punts roll dead inside the op- 
ponent’s 20-yard line and had seven of 50 
yards or more. 

Cornerback Frankie Williams averaged 
17.1 yards as Purdue’s punt returner in 
2014, and either receiver Danny Anthrop 


DANNY ANTHROP 


Pisaia by Grace Tiyeson-tS4 SGOAY Sports 


or running back D.J. Knox will be the like- 
ly kickoff return replacement for Raheem 
Mostert. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


It won’t be easy for the Boilermakers to 
improve on their 3-9 record in 2014, which 
included losses in the season’s final six 
games. 

The Sept. 6 opener at Marshall will be a 
difficult challenge for a still-young Purdue 
team that has won only one road game 
since 2012. The non-conference home 
schedule will be highlighted by a visit from 
Virginia Tech, which went into Columbus, 
Ohio, last fall and handed national cham- 
pion Ohio State its only loss. Purdue also 
hosts Bowling Green, Lindy’s favorite to 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


2012 RANKINGS 2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE OFFENSE 
Scoring Scoring 

Rushing Rushing 
Passing Passing 

Total Total 


win the MAC. 

There is no Ohio State or Michigan on 
the schedule, but the first four Big Ten 
games — at Michigan State, Minnesota, 
at Wisconsin, Nebraska — aren’t conducive 
to building any kind of momentum. 

Then in November, the Boilermakers 
must travel to Iowa and Northwestern — 
foes that won last season in West Lafayette 
— before closing 2015 against rival Indi- 
ana, which has beaten Purdue in each of 
Hazell’s first two seasons. 

— Jeff Washburn 


PERGAME RANK 
28.7 64 
164.2 58 
238.5 55 
402.7 58 


PER GAME 
14.9 
67.1 

215.8 
282.9 


RANK 
119 
122 
122 
119 


PERGAME RANK 
23.8 95 
157.2 “1 
187.4 101 
344.6 108 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
31.7 
192.1 
223.9 
416.0 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
31.2 87 
182.3 78 
233.9 61 
416.2 77 


RANK DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
38.0 11 
235.4 114 
224.5 55 
459.9 104 


RANK RANK 


RANK TO MARGIN PER GAME 
1-79 -§ - 0.42 


RANK 
100 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK TO MARGIN PER GAME 
=2 - 0.15 69 -3 - 0.3 
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NOTEBOOK 


Sophomore running back D.J. Knox, who played 
only on special teams as a freshman, made a big 
impression in this year's spring game, running for 


BOILERMAKERS SP 


RING ROSTER 


Quarterbacks Pos. Ht Wt = Yr Hometown 75 David Hedelin OT 64 298 Sr. — Stockhom, Sweden 
12 Austin Appleby QB 65 229 J. North Ganton,OH = 53_Kirk Barron OG/C 6-1 305 Fr. Mishawaka 
11 David Blough =» QB 6-1 202 Fe. Carrolton, TX 72_ Jason King OG 64 305 Jr Little Rock, AR 
5 _ Danny Etling 0B 6-2 216 Jr _—‘TermeHaute © ©—«57_RobertKugler = C63. 204 Sr. Pittsburgh, PA 
2 Elijah Sindelar 0B 6-4 216 Fr. ‘Princeton, KY Defensive Linemen Pos. f. Hometown 


two touchdowns and catching a 30-yard pass. - ae ES Wa Cokery_OT_65,_ 28). _Wester Seog 
; 45 Lane Beeler RB 5-10 219 Fr. Westpoint 52 Johnny Daniels DT 6-3 287 So. Chicago, IL 

He bis handied ain o-bly , 4 Keith Byars Il RB 5-10 204 So. Boca Raton,FL 14 Ra'ZahnHoward DT 6-3 310 Jr. Asbury Park, NJ 
“He is a good player,” coach Darrell Hazell said. 23 Keyante Green RB 5-9 219 So. McDonough,GA © 50 KeiwanJones DT 62 278 Fr. Ocala, FL 
“You can see how quick he is with the ball and how 8 Markell Jones RB 5-11 207 Fr. Columbus 59 Langston Newton DT 6-3 284 Jr. Indianapolis 
he keeps his balance. He has great vision, and he is 27 Dad. Knox RB 5-7 197. So. Fairbum, GA 54 Jake Replogle OT 65 275 dn Centerville, OH 
one tough competitor. 28 David Yancey RB 5-10 213 So. Schererville 97 Michael Rouse, Ill DT 6-4 301 Sr. Flossmoor, IL 
“He is going to be a great player, especially when Wide Receivers f [ice «© 92_Ryan Watson DT 6-2 298 Sr. Ellicott City, MD 
you put him behind an offensive line that has all 33 Danny Anthrop WR 6-0 191 Sr _—_—West Lafayette © 95 Evan Panfil DE 6-5 262 Jr New Lenox, IL 
worked together. He could be something special. He 80_Alex Egurbide WR 6-6 210 Fr‘ Thousand Qaks,CA_ =» 98_Will Schott DE 6-3 209 Jr Greenwood 
is going to be a very good back by the time it is all 15 Trae Hart WR 5-10 168 So, Mesquite, TX 51 John Strauser DE 6-2 270 So. Champaign, IL 
said and done.” 82 Alex Hilger WR 62 192 Fr, ‘Natick,MA 91. Conor Sweeney DE «6-4 247_—“#FF. Indianapolis 
Knox said he knew he needed to make a lasting 86 Kevin Jones WR 5-10 193 Jr Chicago, IL 55 Ryan DeBusk RE 6-1 251 Jr. Atascadero, CA 

A gat 7 ‘ , 21 Anthony Mahoungou WR 6-3 207 So. Paris, France 11. Antoine Miles RE 6-3 236 So. Canton, OH 
bras relied the final practice of the spring. 14. Bilal Marshall WR 6-2 195 Jr. Miami,FL_ 13. Gelen Robinson RE 6-1 250 So. Schererville 
“Ido a great job of extending a play whenever 87 Shane Mikesky WR 6-4 218 Sr. Zionsville Tinebackers Lr Hometown 
the quarterback is in trouble,” Knox said. “I try t0 pan Monteroso WR 6-3 192 Jt. _SaintClairsvile, OH 4 Ja'Whaun Bentley L8 62 260 So. _Glenarden, MD 
get open and do the best | can to keep a drive going. 6 MylesNorwood WR 6-0 170 So, Arlington,TX 36 Danny Ezechukwu LB 6-2 246 So. _—_Lithonia, GA 
| feel like that kind of sets me apart. 13 Gregory Phillips WR 6-0 191 So. Lithonia,GA 42 Andy James Garcia LB 6-0 228 Jr. Miami, FL 
“The spring game was crucial for me. It was ei- 18 Cameron Posey WR 6-1 183 Jr, Boca Raton,FL_ 29 JimmyHerman LB 6-4 230 dr. Carmel 
ther put up or shut up after all the work | have been 81_Keenan Schon WR 5-10 185 So Fort Wayne 34_ Brian Hill LB 5-11 203 So Martinsville 
putting in since the beginning of the spring.” 7 DeAngelo Yancey WR 6-2 223 Jr | _Atlanta,GA_ = 16 GarrettHudson LB 6-3 240 So. Tallahassee, FL 
® Wide receiver Danny Anthrop is the third t 19 _Dezwan Poik-Campbell LB_ 6-3 210 So _ Columbus, OH 
member of his family to play a major sport at Pur- ED een ESERIES BI. Sore |) eaten ___ 15 82s Indlanapoks 
due. His father, John, was a reserve guard for the 89 Micah Budzinski TE 6-6 226 So Knox Defensive Backs Yi Hometown 
; . : 10 Matt Burke TE 6-6 240 So. WestPalmBeach,FL 25 AntonioBlackmon CB 6-0 181 Fr ___FortWayne_ 
Boilermakers 1980 Final Four team and a middle 3 Codes Corvael TE 65 248 So. ieah, FL ea ee Tempe, FL 
infielder for the baseball team. Older brother Dru 22 Jonathan Cuny TE 62 250 J Phenix City, AL 26 Stefan Certa renin or Gown Polat 
was a reserve guard for the Purdue basketball team 84 TylerHartwick ‘TE 6-7 240 Ft. FortLauderdale,FL_ 2 Da'WanHunte CB §-9 183 So Miami, FL 
from 2009 through 201 3. 88 Cole Herdman TE 6-4 243 Fr Leesburg, VA 6 Race Johnson CB 45-11 180 So Carmel 
¢ lf sophomore wide receiver Anthony Mahoun- 85 Jordan Jurasevich TE 6-3 250 Sr. Grown Point ~=s.24 Frankie Williams CB 5-9 190 Sr. Tampa, FL 
gou earns a starting slot, Purdue may be one of only Pos. Ht : Hometown MECN So S 5-41 195 Fr. Clarkston, Mi 
a handful of teams with two offensive starters from 78 Colton Bahamonde OL 6-5 280 Fr. Chandler, AZ = 3_Leroy Clark S 5-10 190 Jr. Miami, FL 
foreign countries. Mahoungou is from France, and Cameron Cermin OL 6-5 301 Jr. _College Station, TX 49_ Wes Cook S510 189 F__ Westminster, MD 
left tackle David Hedelin is from Sweden. T1 Corey Clements OL G8 420 Sr __—Birmingham,AL_27_EvanFeichter_ _ S$ 60 191 Jr. Fort Wayne 
© Hazell lost wide receivers coach Kevin Sher- 2S ee Fort Branch (7.7 iRabert Gregory = 28h. S218) ae Chicago, I 
man to Pitt, promoting former tight ends coach 64 Dakota Jelinek OL 63 256 So. Montrose,MI 5 Austin Logan S 60 200 J Tallahassee, FL 
; ; 5 55 Michael Mendez OL 6-4 282 Fr. LosFresnos,TX 1 ‘BrandonRobers S$ 5-11 198 Fr. Naylor, GA 

Gerad Parker to the wide receivers. The new tight 74 Martesse Patterson OL 6-3 345 Fr. Columbus,0H 41 Jacob Theineman S 6-0 205 Fr. Noblesville 
ends coach is Terry Malone, who most recently 73 = J.J. Prince OL 66 297 Jr Southlake, TX Specialists Pos. Hi Wh Yr Hometown 
coached the tight ends for the NFL's New Orleans 70 Jordan Roos OL 64 312 Jp "Celina, TX 37. Paul Griggs K 64 196 Charlotte, NC 
Saints, whose quarterback is former Purdue star 67 Eric Swingler OL 65 303 Munster 30 ThomasMeadows K 6-0 182. Sr. Maidens, VA 
Drew Brees. 76 Jason Tretter OL 6-6 321 So. Richfield, OH 69 John Bednar LS 6-2 242 Jr Valparaiso 
7? Joey Warburg OL 6-5 265 Jr Louisville, KY 94 Grant Ellington LS 6-0 234 Sr. LaGrange, IL 

51 BearoozYacoobi OL 6-5 297 Fr. Dearborn, MI = 65 Ben Makowski —s«LS_-—«6-2_ 263 ‘Fr Osceola 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


“| thought from Darrell Hazell’s first to second year 
in the spring, they were the most improved team. From 
his second year to his third year, they've continued to 
improve. Illinois has improved more. 

“Purdue's reason for optimism is the offensive line. 
They're good; they’re tough and they’re deep enough. 
| think D.J. Knox and Keyante Green give them some 
talent at running back. Against the teams they match 
up against, when you have a veteran offensive line and 
you have some talent at tailback, it gives you a chance. 

“| think the quarterback battle is between Austin 
Appleby and David Blough. |’m not sure it will be a 
three-quarterback race. | thought those two looked 
better than Danny Etling, in both the day | was there 
and in the spring game.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 


DEF. LEADERS Tackles: L. Feichter 105, Bentley 76, F. Williams 74 
; Tackles for loss: J. Replogle 10.5, R. Russell 6.5, two tied with 5.5 
Sacks: R. Watson 4, R. Tussell 3, J. Replogle 3 
Interceptions: L. Feichter 5, F. Williams 3, two tied with 1 
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ORTS. BOILERMAKERS RECRUITING 2015 


Wyatt Cook 

Purdue needed an upgrade at linebacker and the 6-3, 
225-pound Cook provides that. The Owings Mills (Md.) 
McDonogh School standout signed as the country’s 
No. 18 inside linebacker and should be in the middle 
of the Boilermakers defense this coming fall. 


Matt McCann 

Out of Indianapolis (Ind.) Bishop Chatard, the 6-6, 305-pound 
McCann is the jewel of the recruiting class. Offensive line is 
typically a tough position to play as a true freshman, but 
McCann brings the size and nastiness to be effective in year 
one in West Lafayette. 


Chazmyn Turner 

A great find by Purdue in the state of North Carolina, the 
Mooresville Senior talent is the type of edge player the 
Boilermakers need defensivelAy. The 6-5, 240-pound Turner 
has versatility to be effective in several roles of the Purdue 
defense. 
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Hometown School 


Markus Bailey OB 6&1 25 OOo Hilliard, OH Hilliard Davidson 
Ranked No. 59 Outside Linebacker and the No. 42 ranked player in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite...Second Team All-Ohio selection...chose Purdue over Duke, Illinois, 
Indiana, Northwestern, Pittsburgh and West Virginia. 


Fred Brown DT 62 25 oO Boutte, LA Hahnville 
Ranked No, 151 Defensive Tackle and the No. 124 ranked player in Louisiana according to 
the 247Sports Composite. ..Honorable Mention LSWA Class 5A All-State...chose Purdue over 
Arkansas State, Louisiana Tech and Southern Miss. 


Andy Chelf S 60 15 o00 Southlake, TX Southlake Carroll 
Ranked No. 154 Safety and the No. 250 ranked player in Texas according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Associated Press Sports Editors Second Team All-State 6A selection...chose 
Purdue over Air Force. 


Wyatt Cook 1B 63 25 OO0 Owings Mills, MD + McDonogh School 
Ranked No. 35 Inside Linebacker and the No. 20 ranked player in Maryland according to the 
247Sports Composite...Maryland Interscholastic Athletic Association First Team All- 
Conference selection...chose Purdue over Maryland, Temple and Virginia. 


Evyn Cooper AH 62 18 O00 Buford, GA Buford 
Ranked No. 92 Athlete and the No. 118 ranked player in Georgia according to the 247Sports 
Composite...8-AAAA Second Team All-Region...chose Purdue over Louisville and Virginia. 


Sawyer Dawson OB 6-1 20 O66 Plant City, FL Plant City 
Ranked No. 66 Outside Linebacker and the No. 139 ranked player in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..chose Purdue over Syracuse, Ohio and Air Force. 


Tim Faison OB 62 200 GOOG Tallahassee, FL Amos P. Godby 
Ranked No. 134 Outside Linebacker and the No. 268 ranked player in Florida according to 
the 247Sports Composite...chose Purdue over Arkansas State and Cincinnati. 


Tario Fuller RB 60 19 OOO GA Lanier 
Ranked No. 89 Running Back and the No. 127 ranked player in Georgia according to the 
247Sports Composite...8-AAAAA Honorable Mention All-Region...chose Purdue over 
Charlotte and Middle Tennessee State. 


Shayne SDE 64 245 OO Moomark, CA Moorpark College 
Ranked No. 23 Strongside Defensive End and the No. 81 ranked player in California accord- 
ing to the 247Sports Composite. ..Second Team Defensive All-National Northern. 


Brycen Hopkins 5 25 ooo Nashville, TN Ensworth 
Ranked No. 74 Tight End and the No. 44 ranked player in Tennessee according to the 
247Sports Composite...All-State Division II-AA selection...chose Purdue over Florida and 
Vanderbilt. 


Markell Jones RBOS11 27 GOO Columbus Columbus East 
Ranked No. 97 Running Back and the No. 20 ranked player in Indiana according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named Mr. Football Indiana...Gatorade State Player of the Year... 
Parade All-American. 


Michael Littie WR 6&1 15 OOO Sherman Oaks, CA Notre Dame 
Ranked No. 144 Wide Receiver and the No. 146 ranked player in California according to the 
247Sports Composite...Daily News Honorable Mention All-Area...chose Purdue over 
California, Colorado, and Duke. 


WR 63 27 O00 


Anthony Mahoungou Coalinga, CA 
Ranked No. 73 Junior College prospect nationally, ranked No. 12 Wide Receiver and the 
No. 20 ranked player in California according to the 247Sports Composite...Gold Coast 
League All-Conference...chose Purdue over Georgia State...enrolled in January 2015. 


West Hills College 
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Eddy Wilson 

The West Bloomfield (Mich.) High standout shined on the 
camp circuit and during the fall, but Power Five programs 
didn’t notice until late in the process. Purdue beat lowa for 
Wilson 


Everything but quarterback. Purdue coach Darrell Hazell and his staff are building this 
program up, showing improvement in year two, but the depth is nowhere close to 
where it needs to be for the Boilermakers to be the football team they want to be on 
Saturdays. 

— By Steve Wiltfong 


Baay'srPorTs (ee) M POSITE Commitments 


Average Stars 


0 O 18 8 


Total Stars 70 


National Rank: 65 B10; 14 


Pos. HL WL Stars Hometown School 
Ben Makowski LS 62 23 OO Mishawaka Penn 
Ranked No. 6 Long Snapper and the No. 37 ranked player in Indiana according to the 
247Sports Composite...enrolled in January 2015. 


Matt McCann Oo 66 35 oOo Indianapolis Bishop Chatard 
Ranked No. 79 Offensive Tackle and the No. 14 ranked player in Indiana according to the 
247Sports Composite... Two-Time American Family Insurance All-USA Indiana Team...chose 
Purdue over Cincinnati, Indiana, lowa, Kentucky and Minnesota. 


Michael Mendez Oo 64 22 OG Los Fresnos, TX Los Fresnos 
Ranked No. 275 Offensive Tackle and the No. 411 ranked player in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite...enrolled in January 2015. 


David Rose CB 60 170 OOo Oxon Hill, MD Potomac 
Ranked No. 181 Cornerback and the No. 42 ranked player in Maryland according to the 
247Sports Composite...chose Purdue over Maryland and Pittsburgh. 


Joe Schopper P 5-11 18 OO Indianapolis Cathedral 
Ranked No. 11 Punter and the No. 29 ranked player in Indiana according to the 247Sports 
Composite. 


Elijah Sindelar 64 26 ooo Princeton, KY Caldwell County 
Ranked No. 18 Pro-Style Quarterback and the No. 3 ranked player in Kentucky according to 
the 247Sports Composite...named Mr. Football Kentucky...Gatorade State Player of the 
Year...chose Purdue over Kentucky and Ole Miss...enrolled in January 2015. 


Peyton Truitt oT 65 20 66 West Lafayette © West Lafayette Jr/Sr 
Ranked No. 196 Offensive Tackle and the No. 28 ranked player in Indiana according to the 
247Sports Composite...Associated Press First Team 3A All-State...chose Purdue over Miami 
(OH), Cincinnati and Indiana. 


Jess Trussell TE 65 oo Arlington, TX Martin 
Ranked No. 88 Tight End and the No. 315 ranked player in Texas according to the 247Sports 
Composite...First Team District 4-6A selection...chose Purdue over Central Florida and Air 
Force. 


Chazmyn Tumer SDE 65 20 O00 Mooresville, NC Mooresville Senior 
Ranked No. 70 Strongside Defensive End and the No. 50 ranked player in North Carolina 
according to the 247Sports Composite...played in the 2014 Shrine Bowl...First Team All 
North Piedmont County...chose Purdue over Virginia and West Virginia. 


Lany Wells OT 68 28 GOO Kenton, OH Kenton 
Ranked No. 134 Offensive Tackle and the No. 57 ranked player in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite...Second Team NW District 10...chose Purdue over Cincinnati, Illinois, 
Kentucky and Michigan State. 


Eddy Wilson TT 6 2 ooo West Bloomfield, Mi] West Bloomfield 
Ranked No. 94 Offensive Tackle and the No. 27 ranked player in Michigan according to the 
247Sports Composite...chose Purdue over lowa and Pittsburgh. 


Richard Worship ill B Gl 25 ooo Cleveland, OH Valley Forge 
Ranked No. 4 Offensive Tackle and the No. 44 ranked player in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite...chose Purdue over Cincinnati, Bowling Green, Kent State and Ball 
State. 


WR 64 200 OO Norwalk, CA Cerritos College 
Ranked No. 216 Junior College prospect nationally, ranked No. 27 Inside Linebacker and the 
No. 65 ranked player in California according to the 247Sports Composite...chose Purdue 
over San Jose State. 
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ustin Appleby watched as fel- 

low junior Danny Etling won the 

starting quarterback job midway 
through their freshman season and held 
it through the 2014 season’s first five 
games. 

And then coach Darrell Hazell made 
a switch, calling for Appleby after Etling 
played poorly in a home loss to lowa. Apple- 
by ended up completing 144 of 272 passes 
for 1,449 yards, with 10 touchdowns and 
11 interceptions. 

Etling is still around, and so are talented 
freshmen David Blough and Elijah Sinde- 
lar, but Appleby is the presumptive starter 
entering the 2015 season. 

“All four quarterbacks are decent ath- 
letes and all have the ability to evade the 
pocket and extend plays,” Appleby said. 

“The coaching staff emphasizes to not be 
a robot or a statue. On every possession, 
go make plays and trust your athletic ability. 
Sometimes a play breaks down, but you still 
can make things happen.” 

Appleby is excited about the Boilermak- 
ers’ commitment to a new and improved 
passing attack, featuring more deep 
throws. 

“That progression started once we 
got back after Christmas,” Appleby said. 
“Coach has said that we have to be able 
to beat press coverage and go deep. The 
quarterbacks and receivers have built a 
trust that even if you are not open, go give 
a guy a chance. 

“It is a level of trust that we have built 
in the offseason. It is about playing with 
no inhibitions and playing with confidence. 
That is the biggest thing this spring that 
we have taken away as an offense. We 
know what we are doing, and we know 
how to do it. It is year three, and it is time 
to do it. 

“In the past, maybe we have played 
slowly because we weren’t quite sure what 
to do or how to do it. We were a little but 
tentative. At this point, it is like, let’s just go 
play.” 
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QB - 


Hazell is confident that Appleby has the 


offense. 


“You get what you emphasize,” Hazell 
: he rushed for 3,536 


said. 


“We have made a concerted effort as a : 
coaching staff to push the ball down the : 
field. We threw it down the field quite a : 
few times during spring practice. That : 


just spreads a defense out and give you 
the underneath stuff because a defender 


the spring.” 


: MLB JA’WHAUN BENTLEY 
He started from Day 1 as 
? a freshman last season, 

? compiling 76 tackles | 
while recovering four 
? fumbles. ... Bentley 

? showed to be a fierce 
competitor, starting every game — the first six 
? on the strongside and the final six at middle 

: linebacker. ... Bentley surprised many recruit- 
ing analysts when he selected Purdue over 

: lowa and his home state Maryland. ... He was 
a three-star recruit by 247Sports. 


: RB MARKELL JONES 


skill-set to be successful in the new-look : 
: He was Indiana’s Mr. 


_ BEST AND BRIGHTEST 
Appleby Building Level of Trust with WRs 


: WR DANNY ANTHROP 

A crafty wide receiver 
: with sprinter’s speed, 

? Anthrop caught 38 

! : passes for 616 yards 

: before suffering a sea- 
? son-ending knee injury 
in the season's ninth week. .... He is expected 
? to be as good as new for the 2015 season. ... 
: Had a career-high nine catches for 133 yards 
against Michigan State in 2014. ... Has a good 
? on-field connection with QB Austin Appleby, 

? a former roommate. ... If this offense has a 
big-play weapon, it’s Anthrop. 


Football in 2014, when 


yards and 60 touch- 
downs as a senior at 
Columbus East. ... He is 
expected to provide a nice blend of speed and 


power to the Boilermakers. ... Jones should 
: challenge D.J. Knox and Keyante Green for 


doesn't want to let a ball go over the top. : carries and a starting position. ... He enrolled 


Play-action passes were good for us in at the semester break and tried to get up to 
: speed in the spring on route-running and pass 


: protection. 


+ Photos courtesy of Purdue Athletics. 
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PHIQ onI0 | BOBCATS 


ey) MAC rank: 5 Record: 6-6 


BOBCATS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Athens, Ohio 

COACH: Frank Solich — At Ohio: 72-56, 10 years; 

overall: 130-75, 16 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim Albin 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jimmy Burrow 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE; 1968 

LAST BOWL: 2013, St. Petersburg 

RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 8 offense, 7 defense, kicker, 
punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Derrius Vick, LG Mike Lucas, 

DE Kurt Laseak, DE Tarell Basham, LB Blair Brown, 

LB Quentin Poling, FS Toran Davis, LB Javon Johnson 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS; Everywhere on the roster, the 
Bobcats have more speed and playmakers than last season's 
team. There’s more talent and depth at running back, and the 
linebackers are a source of strength. Solich has his troops 
motivated to end a three-year run of a reduction of victories. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS; Offensive line injuries derailed 
some progress in the spring, and that is an area to watch in 
the fall. QBs Vick and J.D. Sprague were inconsistent last 
season, and with Solich still up in the air on his starter, 

the issues at quarterback could linger into the season. 


OFFENSE 

Veteran coach Frank Solich is counting on upgrad- 
ed play at running back and wide receiver to help fuel 
an offensive turnaround. 

Derrius Vick and J.D. Sprague are expected to bat- 
tle for the starting quarterback job up until the season 
opener, and maybe beyond. 

Vick suffered a knee injury that sidelined him for 
a month last season, but Sprague was mostly ineffec- 
tive in Vick’s absence. They nearly split the passing 
attempts, with Sprague completing 98 of 202 throws, 
and Vick tallying a 58.7 completion rate on 94 of 160. 

The running game was dreadful at times last year, 
thanks mostly to problems holding onto the ball, 
allowing true freshman A.J. Ouellette to emerge as 
the feature back. Ouellette took full advantage of the 
opportunity, rushing for a team-high 785 yards. 

Speedy Dorian Brown, physical Maleek Irons and 
experienced senior Daz’mond Patterson give Solich 
the most depth at running back in his tenure. 

The Bobcats will have to get more production from 
their wide receivers following a season in which no re- 
ceiver caught more than 31 passes or tallied 450 yards 
receiving. Solich believes he has more playmakers and 
speed at the position, most notably mentioning versa- 
tile Papi White. 

Injuries hampered the Bobcats’ progress on the of- 
fensive line in the spring. Lucas Powell and Durrell Wood 
were among the injured, but a surprising amount of 
returnees mixed with underclassmen give the Bobcats 
surprising depth. 


DEFENSE 

Ends Tarell Basham and Kurt Laseak are proven 
playmakers returning on defense, and the Bobcats 
definitely need big years from both of them. Establish- 
ing depth on the defensive line is a priority due to the 
lack of experience at key spots. 

There’s no doubt that the linebackers form the 
strength of Ohio’s defense, as Blair Brown, Jovon John- 
son, Quentin Poling and Chad Moore can help offset 


MAC record: 4-4 (2nd, East) 


ON JOHNSON 


Photo by AP Photo. Jone 


JO 


“This is the most depth that we’ve had 
at running back and most speed we’ve 
had with that group.” 

— Coach Frank Solich 


some issues at defensive line and the secondary. Poling, 
Johnson and Brown finished 1-2-3 in tackles last season. 

Kyle Nelson was moved from cornerback to safety, 
and safety Devin Jones is expected to supply some ex- 
perience to a secondary that was riddled with injuries 
during the spring. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Josiah Yazdani isn’t a long-range threat, but he 
proved to be accurate inside 40 yards, where he made 
13 of 16 field goal attempts. Mitch Bonnstetter aver- 
aged a respectable 41.8 yards per punt. Kyle Nelson is 
slated to be the kick returner and Papi White will help 
out on kick and punt returns. 


OVERVIEW 

For the third straight season, since posting a 10-4 
record in 2011, the Bobcats had a reduction in victo- 
ries. The lack of offensive firepower and instability at 
quarterback played a big factor in a 6-6 season. The 
Bobeats, for a change, have depth at key positions, 
combined with young, athletic players to put them ina 
position to contend for the East Division title. Besides 
road games at Bowling Green and Northern Illinois, 
the Bobcats’ schedule is favorable and poses the pos- 
sibility of a strong start. 
— Bob Narang 


TOP NEWCOMER 


§ Deontai Williams: A surprise last-minute flip 
from Georgia, Williams actually originally committed to 
Florida. Williams (6-0, 175) had nearly 20 offers and 

should have an opportunity to play right away at Ohio. 


Stadium: Peden Stadium (24,000) 


2015 PROJECTED STARTERS 


Derrius Vick* 


RB 45 | A.J. Ouellette* 5-10 195 So. 
WR 12 | Jordan Reid 6-3 198 Jr. 
WR 6 | Sebastian Smith 6-3 183 Jr. 
WR 85 | Brendan Cope* 6-2 189 So. 
TE 82 | Troy Mangen® ' 65 252 Jr. 
LT 75 | Mike McQueen® 6-6 287 Sr. 
LG 67 | Mike Lucas® 6-4 313 Sr. 
C 54 | Lucas Powell* 6-3 296 Sr. 
RG 57 | Durrell Wood 6-2 306 So. 
RT 79 | Troy Watson’ 6-6 293 Jr. 
DEFENSE 

DE 93 | Tarell Basham* 6-4 250 Jr. 
NG 34 | Watson Tautuiaki 6-2 304 Sr. 
DT 44 | Casey Sayles® 6-3 268 Jr. 
DE 99 | Kurt Laseak 6-4 236 Jr. 
LB 33 | Blair Brown’ 6-0 230 Jr. 
LB 32 | Quentin Poling® 6-0 219 So. 
LB 51 | Jovon Johnson® 6-0 215 Sr. 
CB 41 | Ian Wells* 5-11 202 Sr. 
CB 22 | Brett Layton 5-11 180 Sr. 
SS 13 | Devin Jones* 6-1 202 Sr. 
FS 24 |! Toran Davis 6-0 206 Jr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 39 | Josiah Yazdani* 5-10 216 Sr. 
P 23 | Mitch Bonnstetter® 5-11 187 Sr. 


“Returning starters in Bold 
2015 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 at Idaho 


Sept. 12 MARSHALL 
Sept. 19 S.E. LOUISIANA 
Sept. 26 at Minnesota 
Oct. 3 at Akron 
Oct. 10 MIAMI (0H) 
Oct. 17 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Oct. 24 at Buffalo 
Nov. 4 at Bowling Green 
Nov. 10 KENT STATE 
Nov. 17 BALL STATE 
Nov. 24 at Northern Illinois 


2014 RESULTS 


Ww at Kent State 17-14 
L at Kentucky 3-20 
L at Marshall 14-44 
w IDAHO 36-24 
w EASTERN ILLINOIS 34-19 
L at Central Michigan 10-28 
L BOWLING GREEN 13-31 
w AKRON 23-20 
L at Western Michigan 21-42 
Ww BUFFALO 37-14 
L NORTHERN ILLINOIS 14-21 
w at Miami (OH) 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 20.5 111 
Rushing 164.1 59 
Passing 206.2 81 
Total 370.3 91 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 24.8 T-40 
Rushing 132.9 25 
Passing 261.4 104 
Total 394.3 59 
TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
-4 - 0.33 T-92 
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RUTGERS 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ben McDaniels 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joe Rossi 


SCARLET KNIGHTS 


For more coverage of the Scarlet Knights, visit rutgers.c47Sports.com 
STADIUM: High Point Solutions Stadium: 52,454 


CAN RUTGERS MATCH INAUGURAL BIG TEN SUCCESS? 


hile prognosticators thought Rut- 
gers’ first season in the Big Ten 
would end in embarrassment and 


a pile of losses, close-game magic pushed the 
Scarlet Knights to an unexpected 8-5 season, 
and the first bowl win of coach Kyle Flood’s 
career. 

Now, the encore. 

Can the Scarlet Knights close the gap on 
the top teams in the league? 

Competing with national champion Ohio 
State is one thing, and at this time, that’s 
an unrealistic expectation for the Scarlet 
Knights. Everyone understands that. But it’s 
not just Ohio State. There is also a gulf be- 
tween Rutgers and the other top teams in 
the league. Conference losses to Wisconsin, 
Michigan State, Nebraska and Ohio State 
were all blowouts — by a combined 136 
points. 

Rutgers hopes a season of experience, and 
an offseason focus on improving strength 
and adding size on the line of scrimmage 
will help the Scarlet Knights compete with 
the physical nature of the better Big Ten 
teams. 

“1 don’t focus on the weight, I focus on 
explosion,” Flood said. 

“That's really what I’m looking for. We’re 
looking for explosive athletes, and I can only 
point to the results. When you break 19 all- 
time records (in the weight room), that tells 
me that we're moving in the right direction 
as a program, When we do it, to answer your 
question, we don’t put the focus on getting 
bigger. 

“We put the focus on being more explo- 
sive, and if we get bigger in the process, that’s 
fine. That byproduct is not an issue for us. 
I'm pleased with where the team is at right 
now, I like the way we look.” 

The key is having it translate into more 
success on the field. 

While the Scarlet Knights were not com- 
petitive against four top-tier opponents in 
the Big Ten, they played some of their most 
exciting football against the mid-level and 
lower teams in the league. And that usually 
meant close games. 

Rutgers won three of its last four games, 
and went 4-1 in games decided by single dig- 


180 Lindy's Sports Annuals 


its. In each of those games, the opponent had 
a chance to win or tie the game in the closing 
two minutes. 

In fact, in Flood’s three seasons, Rutgers is 
9-4 in games decided by seven points or less. 
He attributes it to leadership and the men- 
tal toughness of his players, and he thinks 
it is something that will continue under his 
watch. 

“I’m pleased with the way this football 
team worked through the spring,” Flood 
said. 


OFFENSE 


Will it be Chris Laviano or Hayden Rettig 
leading the offense? 

That question will be answered in training 
camp, but for the first time in four years there 
will be no calls for Gary Nova, who gradu- 
ated after a strong senior season. Laviano can 
throw on the run and got spot playing time 
in 2014, while the strong-armed Rettig sat 
out after transferring from LSU. 

Flood said there was no separation between 
the two during the spring, which should in- 
crease the competition over the summer and 
entering training camp as each one works to 
gain an edge. 

However, whether it is Laviano or Ret- 
tig, there are still other things that must be 
settled, and also learned. It begins with new 
offensive coordinator Ben McDaniels, who 
has limited experience, taking over for play- 
calling maven Ralph Friedgen. 

The Scarlet Knights have a proven receiv- 
er in Leonte Carroo, who returned for his 
senior year after looking at a move to the 
NFL. But beyond him, the Scarlet Knights 
need either Ruhann Peele, who is returning 
from an injury and then a suspension and 
missed last season, Carlton Agudosi, Janar- 
ion Grant or Andre Patton to take pressure 
off Carroo. 

As last season wore on, Carroo had more 
and more difficulty getting behind defens- 
es, which often used a safety over the top 
to keep him in check. The Scarlet Knights 
did lose tight end Tyler Kroft, who left a 
year early and was drafted in the third 
round. 

The running game is proven with Robert 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 14 Record 
Sept. 5 NORFOLK STATE 4-8 
Sept. 12 WASHINGTON STATE 3-9 
Sept. 19 at Penn State 7-6 
Sept. 26 KANSAS 3-9 
Oct. 10 MICHIGAN STATE 11-2 
Oct. 17 at Indiana 4-8 
Oct. 24 OHIO STATE 14-1 
Oct. 31 at Wisconsin 11-3 
Nov. 7 at Michigan 5-7 
Nov. 14 NEBRASKA 9-4 
Nov. 21 at Army 4-8 
Nov. 28 MARYLAND 7-6 


RESULTS 


W _ vs. Washington State (Seattle, WA) 41-38 


WwW HOWARD 38-25 
L PENN STATE 10-13 
W at Navy 31-24 
W TULANE 31-6 
W MICHIGAN 26-24 
L at Ohio State 17-56 
L at Nebraska 24-42 
L WISCONSIN 0-37 
W INDIANA 45-23 
L at Michigan State 3-45 
W at Maryland 41-38 
Quick Lane Bowl 
W vs. North Carolina 40-21 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 
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AT A GLANCE 


Piscataway, N.J. 
8-5 overall, 3-5 Big Ten (T-4th, East) 


Kyle Flood — At Rutgers and overall: 
23-16, 3 years 


11; 4 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


QB Chris Laviano, QB Hayden Rettig, 
RB Ben Martin, RB Josh Hicks, 

WR Leonte Carroo, DT Darius Hamilton, 
DE Kemoko Turay, OLB Steve Longa, 

S Kiy Hester, PK Kyle Federico 


Rutgers has proven running backs and 
a very good possession receiver in 
Carroo. There is young talent on the 
Offensive line with Marcus Applefield 
and Dorian Miller. The front four on 
defense will be active, and there is 
young talent in the secondary. 


Whether it is Laviano or Rettig playing 
quarterback, experience is an issue. 
Young quarterbacks need to play and 
learn from mistakes, and big mistakes 
can be too tough for Rutgers to over- 
come. Also, new offensive coordinator 
Ben McDaniels will be calling the 
plays for the first time, and he lacks 
experience. On defense, the Scarlet 
Knights still are not Big Ten big in the 
trenches. 


QB Gary Nova, WR Andrew Turzilli, 

TE Tyler Kroft, C Betim Bujari, DE David 
Milewski, LB Kevin Snyder, 

S Lorenzo Waters, CB Gareef Glashen 


The season will be defined by the 
quarterback play and a tough stretch 
in October in which the Scarlet Knights 
host Ohio State, play at Wisconsin, at 
Michigan and host Nebraska on four 
straight Saturdays. If Laviano or Rettig 
can be consistent and not turn the ball 
over too much, the defense should be 
able to make enough plays for Rutgers 
to make hay in the other eight games. 


Average number of points scored 
by Rutgers in its five Big Ten losses last 
season. 


LEONTE CARROO 


Prigto by Ric ra AS 


Martin and Josh Hicks, both of whom 
topped the 100-yard mark in games last 
season. Add in Justin Goodwin and change- 
of-pace running back Desmon Peoples, and 
the Scarlet Knights are covered in the run- 
ning game, but uncertainty awaits on the 
offensive line. 

Injuries mean Rutgers went into its 
spring game with just eight available of- 
fensive linemen, and while the number 
should be fine for camp, an intriguing bat- 
tle is shaping up at center. 

Chris Muller looked to have the lead 
spot, but a strong spring by Derrick Nelson 
means competition will be fierce in train- 
ing camp. At one point, it appeared Dorian 
Miller would be a center, but his progress at 
guard and the athleticism he brings makes 
him more useful there. 

And no matter who the quarterback 
is, 6-8 left tackle Keith Lumpkin will be 
there to protect the blind side. His length 
and improved feet make it hard for de- 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER 

QB Chris Laviano 

RB Robert Martin 

FB Sam Bergen 
Leonte Carroo* 
Andre Patton* 
Nick Arcidiacono 
Keith Lumpkin* 
Dorian Miller 
Derrick Nelson 
Chris Muller* 
J.J. Denman 
Kyle Federico* 


YR. 
So. 


COMMENT 
Laviano gained experience in ‘14, but needs to take charge in ‘15. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Hayden Rettig, So. 


So. — Coming off ACL injury as high school senior, Martin was simply amazing. Josh Hicks, So. 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Jt. 
Jr. 


Sixth-year senior tries to fill in for NFL draftee Michael Burton. 

He is a candidate for All-Big Ten honors and the glue of the offense. 
Has the size and speed to have a breakout season. 

Replacing NFL-bound Tyler Kroft will be difficult in the passing game. 
Long, athletic Lumpkin will be next NFL Knight on the offensive line. 
He reshaped his body since arriving on campus and is ready to start. 
Quietly developed nicely while waiting for his turn ... which is now. 
Muller can play any of the interior OL spots, increasing his value. 
Denman toughed it out all spring and is ready to step into a starting spot. 
Hitting 16 of 21 FGs as a junior was a nice springboard for 2015. 


Kevin Marquez, Jr. 
Carlton Agudosi, Jr. 
John Tsimis, Jr. 
Matt Flanagan, So. 
Zack Heeman, Fr. 
Tarig Cole, Fr. 
Chris Muller, Jr. 
Tarig Cole, Fr. 

Zack Heeman, Fr. 
Michael Cintron, Fr. 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


COMMENT 
Quanzell Lambert 
Sebastian Joseph 
Darius Hamilton* 
Djwany Mera* 
Steve Longa* 
Kaiwan Lewis 
Quentin Gause* 
Blessuan Austin 


Dre Boggs 

Kiy Hester 

Delon Stephenson 
Tim Gleeson* 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


fensive ends to get around the edge and 
pressure the quarterback, which should 
be a comforting notion given both are so 
inexperienced. 


DEFENSE 


The Scarlet Knights are improving on 
defense, and a deep, athletic and well- 
coached unit is a good starting point. 

The nation learned about Kemoko 
Turay last season because he was a field 
goal blocker and pass rush specialist, but 
he refined his technique in the offseason 
and he has a chance to play a big role, 
especially on passing downs, because of 
his speed and athleticism coming off the 
edge. 

However, a good defense starts in the 
middle, and the defensive tackle tandem 
of Darius Hamilton and Sebastian Joseph 
are formidable. The biggest question with 
Hamilton, who is very good with his tech- 
nique, is that he is still undersized to play 


Lambert is versatile enough to drop into coverage. 

Playing with a low pad level needs to improve. 

Leader of defense had six sacks as a junior. 

Solid player who is good with his technique. 

Led Rutgers with 102 tackles; 30 more than anyone else. 

Played three seasons at South Carolina; had 54 stops in 2013. 
Made 72 tackles, second on team, and is physical in running game. 
Spring practice was huge for the long, athletic corner. 

Talent is unmistakable, but he needs to stay focused. 

Miami transfer is set to play and run the secondary. 

Big spring has Stephenson poised for bigger fall. 

Aussie should be more relaxed after arriving in early August last year. Joe Roth, Sr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Kemoko Turay, So. 
Kevin Wilkins, Fr. 
Jimmy Hogan, Fr. 
Julian Pinnix-Odrick, Jr. 
Isaiah Johnson, Jr. 
Isaiah Johnson, Jr. 
Myles Nash, So. 
Nadir Barnwell, Jr.* 
Nadir Barnwell, Jr. 
Davon Jacobs, Jr. 
Anthony Cioffi, Jr. 


in the Big Ten trenches. 

A loaded defensive line also includes 
Eric Wiafe, Julian Pinnix-Odrick, Quanzell 
Lambert, Djwany Mera and Kevin Wilkins. 
They give the Scarlet Knights plenty of 
depth at the line of scrimmage. 

There are depth issues at linebacker, 
where Rutgers brought in a pair of mid- 
dle linebackers with college experience to 
help. Isaiah Johnson, who transferred in 
from City College of San Francisco, played 
well in the spring. 

He will be challenged in the summer by 
Kaiwan Lewis, who prepped in South Jer- 
sey, played for three seasons at South Caro- 
lina and is set to enroll at Rutgers in late 
July after graduating from South Carolina 
in mid-July. Lewis will be immediately eli- 
gible. 

A much more experienced Steve Longa 
returns for a second season at weakside 
linebacker, and he said transitioning from 
middle linebacker was more difficult than 
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NDS Rank: No. 6 WR in 2016 class 

“With Carroo, he was a surprise last year, and if he had come out, he could have been a top 
100 player. He has average height and weight, but he’s a terrific athlete. Can make plays all 
over the field. He secures the ball really well; plucks the ball away from his body with his 
hands. What | like is he can fool defensive backs in his breaks, and then he explodes. That’s 
the big thing. He does a great job of not tipping his hand. He knows how to read the defen- 
sive back — man coverage or zone — and he doesn’t make his move until he sees the DB 
make his move. From there, it’s almost like a dance.” 


NDS Rank: No. 8 WR in 2016 class 

“Hamilton was one of those rare top recruits to go to Rutgers. He has some tweener traits, 
but he can get that push you want, dive into the backfield. And he has light feet, so he can 
make plays outside the hashmarks. Very good body control; can shift his weight well in 
small spaces. But where does he fit best? Is he an interior player? Is he an edge rusher? 


From an NFL perspective, he needs to nail down his identity.” 


he thought because of the need to play 
in space and not fill run holes as quickly. 
Quentin Gause is the strongside linebacker, 
and he has the size to match up with tight 
ends, but the Scarlet Knights were dealt a 
blow when TJ. Taylor, who would have 
been the first backup at strongside or weak- 
side, suffered a torn ACL and will miss the 
season. 

The secondary is intriguing because of 
the youth and athleticism. Nadir Barnwell 
remains in the mix to start at one corner- 
back slot, but Dre Boggs and true fresh- 
man Blessuan Austin could wind up being 
the starters. Both are long and run well, 
and they have the strength and attitude 
to play corner. Meanwhile, Anthony Cioffi 
was shifted from cornerback to safety, and 
he is much comfortable playing there. He 
will battle with Davon Jacobs and Kiy Hester 
to start. 

Darian Daily and Isaiah Wharton, both 
of whom improved greatly while red- 
shirting last season, could also factor into 
the mix. 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


What was the team’s strength in the 
past was a mixed bag in 2014, and Rutgers 
needs to get back to being on the plus side. 
The Scarlet Knights were victims of fake 
kicks, gave up big kick returns and had 
kicks blocked, but they also did their share 
of blocking kicks and making big plays. 

Punting consistency was a problem, and 
training camp will continue to serve as a 
battle ground for Joe Roth and Tim Glee- 
son. Place-kicker Kyle Federico returns, 
and he was more consistent in 2014. He 
made 16 of 21 field goal attempts, includ- 
ing 11 of 12 from inside 40 yards ... but 
he was only 5 of 9 on kicks of 40 yards or 
longer. 

Also, the kick return game did not pro- 
duce many big plays. The Scarlet Knights 
returned only seven punts, and averaged 
23.6 yards on kick returns. 


The schedule opens with home games 


against Norfolk State and Washington 
State, but, in essence, the season starts 
with a Sept. 19 game at Penn State. After 
last year’s late loss to the Nittany Lions, 
and the off-field rivalry in recruiting, both 
teams will want to make a big statement 
on the field. 

A quick start is possible as Rutgers plays 
four of its first five at home, but there is a 
potential killer stretch in which the Scarlet 
Knights host Ohio State, play at Wiscon- 
sin, at Michigan and host Nebraska on four 
straight Saturdays. 

If the Scarlet Knights can survive the 
quartet of games, finishing against Army 
and Maryland could give them a much- 
needed push to a bowl game. But con- 
spiring against success is that Rutgers’ 
lone bye week comes Oct. 3. It means 
playing eight straight Saturdays to finish 
the season. 

— Brian Dohn 
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NOTEBOOK 


Ree changed offensive coordinators 


again, but this one has a different feel. 
New coordinator Ben McDaniels’ brother 
is Josh McDaniels, the New England Patriots’ 
offensive coordinator, and Ben spent time with the 
Patriots during the playoffs to get a look at their 
offense. 

“He's as talented as there is at calling an of- 
fense,” Ben said of his brother. "| learned a meth- 
odology to building a game plan, and that’s going to 
be real valuable for me. 

“It was really valuable for me to be around him 
with his vast experience in that organization and all 
the things that he takes from it in the attempt to 
create a winning culture. | think that's a big piece of 
the success that has come in New England. | was 
exposed to some of that, and it was really reward- 
ing, obviously.” 

© Kemoko Turay is looking to have a breakout 
season after registering 7.5 sacks last season, but 
he also sees the potential in teammate Myles Nash, 
who is a hybrid defensive end/linebacker. “I feel like 
Myles Nash has got potential,” Turay said. “For him 
working with the ones, that was a good opportunity 
for him to get better.” 

e With jack-of-all-trades defensive lineman 
David Milewski graduated, Quanzell Lambert 
could fit the role. He could play Rutgers’ ‘R’ posi- 
tion, which is designed as a hybrid type of role, 
or as a defensive end. He could also play nose 
guard. 

“I'm willing to take that role, Milewski's role,” 
Lambert said. “It’s about giving our team the best 
shot. You can see what Milewski did for us last year. 
He was a role model.” 

© One player to keep an eye on is Anthony 
Cioffi, who moved to free safety and is fitting in 
well after spending two years as a cornerback. 
He is more natural at safety, and comfortable with 
the play in front of him. “I think it’s fine,” he said. 
“| know corner 100 percent, and with safety, it’s 
good to have range — knowing both sides of the 
ball. If I'm doing something at corner, | know the 
safety has me and vice versa.” 


OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“Overall, Rutgers still has a chance to have a more 
talented roster, year in and year out, than more than half 
of the traditional Big Ten schools — because of where 
they're located and the recruiting advantages they have. 

“They're a very tough and hard-nosed team. They 
have very good team speed. They lack depth in the 
offensive line. The day | was there they only had eight 
players. The defensive line is developing. They have 
some really good players there. They can really run on 
defense. They're aggressive on defense. 

“The quarterback is the issue. There’s Chris Laviano, 
the guy who played some last year. He has the edge right 
now, probably because of his familiarity with the offense.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 


SCARLET KNIGHTS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterbacks Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 37 Sam Blue DL 62 230 F. Raleigh, NC 
5 Chris Laviano QB 63 210 So. Glen Head, NY 39 Razohnn Gross DL 5-11 220 So. Franklin Park 
17 GiovanniRescigno QB 6-3 240 Fr. Warren, MI 91 DariusHamilton DL 6-4 255 Sr. West Paterson 
11_ Hayden Rettig QB 6-3 205 So. Los Angeles, CA 75 Jimmy Hogan DL 64 225 Fr. Wyckoff 
Running Backs Pos. HL Wt Yr. Hometown 51 Sebastian Joseph DL 64 285 So. Stroudsburg, PA 
20 Devan Carter RB 6-2 215 So. Rochester, NY 22 QuanzellLambert OL 61 250 Jr Sicklerville 
32. Justin Goodwin RB 6-0 200 Jr. Madison 93 Djwany Mera DL 6-4 260 Sr. Hollywood, FL 
8 _Josh Hicks RB 5-10 205 So Palmetto,FL_ 53 Julian Pinnix-Odrick DL 6-5 260 Jr. Montclair 
34_Paul James RB 6-0 205 _ SF. Glassboro g2_ Eric Wiale DL 6-5 270 Fr. Egg Harbor Township 
7 Robert Martin _—=RB_ 0200 So. Harrisburg, PA_ 99 Kevin Wilkins ——sDL_—«6-3_ 200 FF. Mahwah 
6 DesmonPeoples RB 5-8 175 Jr. Cheltenham, PA 58 Kemoko Turay DE 66 235 So. Newark 
44 Sam Bergen FB_ 6-0 235 _Sr,_East Stroudsburg, PA Linebackers Pos. HL Wt Yr Hometown 
40_Kevin Marquez _FB__G-1_235 _Jr._EggHarhorTownstip 55 pamellDavis, Jr. LB 6-2 235 So. Union 
Biter Beet 0 Columbus 5 Quentin Gause LB 6-1 220 Sr, Rochester, NY 
Wide Receivers Pos. Ht WL ¥r. Hometown 47. Isaiah Johnson 1B 62 25 Jp Oakland, CA 
15 Solin Ages _ S005 S210" Somerset. 3 Stevelonga «LB &+1 225 Saddle Brook 
i a Somerset_ 35 Eric Margolis LB «G4 215 FF New City, NY 
+e oe _ he —_ 38 Myles Nash LB 6-5 225 So. Sicklerville 
1__ Janarion Grant WR 5-11:175 Jr. Trilby, FL 41 Nick Ratferty 1B 6&2 210 So ‘Anhriar 
87 Vance Matthews WR 6-4 195 Jr. Cape May 26 Deonte Roberts 1B G1 25 fr Brooklyn, NY 
3 Ante Fate ee ——— 49 Brandon Russell LB 6-1 210 Fr. Pembroke Pines, FL 
32 Ruhann Pele wi 61 190 + inten 36 TJ. Taylor 1B 6-3 200 So. Kendall Park 
a Defensive Backs Pos. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown 
14 TerenceScanion WR 6-4 215 Jr. Lincroft 
84 John Tsimis WR 60 18 Je Park 34 TalibAbdur-Ra’oof DB 6-0 200 F. East Orange 
= 10 BlessaunAustin DB 6-1 180 F. Queens, NY 
Tight Ends Pos. Ht WL Yr Hometown 137 ie Ee ei wee Placatewray 
: eee = e = = sia os 24 Dre Boggs OB 5-11 175 So. Coatesville, PA 
81 Matt Flanagan TE 66 230 So. Chester 31 Anthony Cioffi OB 6-0 185 Jr Springfield 
89 Logan Lister Te 65 245 Fr Katy, TX 33. Darian Dailey OB 5-11 175 Ff. Bradenton, FL 
46 Charles Scartf TE 65 225 So, Lancaster, PA 9 SaquanHampton DB 6-0 180 Fr. Hamilton 
Offensive Linemen Pos. Hi Wh Yr, Hometown 2 _ Wy Hester be. 60 205 _ Fr. Wayne 
71 Marcus Applefield OL 66 290 Fr. Weeki Wachee, FL 30 Andre Hunt DB 6-0 190 So. Eagan, MN 
55 Ryan Brodie OL 65 300 Jr Long Branch 29 Davon Jacobs OB 60 19 Jr Paterson 
65 Tariq Cole OL 66 350 Fr, Long Beach, NY 27 Delon Stephenson DB 5-11 190 Jr. Sayreville 
77 J.J. Denman OL 66 300 Jr, Yardley, PA 41 Brian Verbitski DB 6-0 175 Jr Burlington 
79 Zack Heeman OL 67 270 Fr Budd Lake 11_ Isaiah Wharton DOB 6-1 200 Fr. Kissimmee, FL 
74 Keith Lumpkin OL 68 310 Sr. Montclair Specialists Pos. HL Wt = Yr. Hometown 
60 Dorian Miller OL 6-3 285 So. Metuchen 98 DavidBonagura K/P 6-0 230 So. Franklin Lakes 
70 Chris Muller OL 66 300 Jr. —_Perkiomenville,PA 94 MichaelCintron _K/P_ 6-4 205 Fr. Piscataway 
69 Derrick Nelson OL 6-3 290 Jr. Capitol Heights, MD 97 Kevin Daly K/P 6-2 180 Fr Somers, NY 
57 BryanStonkus OL 6-4 250 So. —_South Brunswick 1__ kyle Federico K 6-0 190 Sr. Ponte Vedra, FL 
66 Jacquis Webb OL 65 310 FF. Rochester, NY $9 Tim Gleeson P 6-2 195 Sr. Melbourne, Australia 
Defensive Linemen Pos. HL Wt Yr Hometown 96 Aidan Murray P 58 170 J Mahwah 
95 Jon Bateky DL 6-4 245 Fr. Boyds, MD 96 Joseph Roth P 6-0 175 Sr. Basking Ridge _ 
97 Donald Bedell DL 6-4 235 Fr. Fair Haven 85 Alan Lucy tS 6-0 230 So. Dinwiddie, VA 


DEF. LEADERS 


Tackles: S. Longa 102, Q. Gause 72, L. Waters 71 
Tackles for loss: D. Hamilton 11.5, D. Milewski 9, K. Turay 8.5 
Sacks: K. Turay 7.5, D. Hamilton 6, D. Milewski 4 
Interceptions: L. Waters 2, A. Cioffi 2, G. Glashen 1, D. Jacobs 1 
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Marques Ford 


| arship offers and selected the Scarlet Knights late in the 
recruiting process. 


Najee Clayton 

A four-year starter for one of the state's top programs in 
Paramus (N.J.) Catholic, there might not be a more versatile 
athlete in this class than Clayton, who could play tight end, 
Safety or linebacker on the next level. Clayton will begin at 
Safety for the Scarlet Knights, where at 6-3, 215-pounds, he 
had 79 tackles and four interceptions as a senior. 


Jawuan Harris 
, Speed, speed and more speed are coming from the power- 
\ house program known as Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) St. Thomas 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


his staff are expecting big things from him as a freshman. 


Hometown 


darius Adams CB 5-11 180 OOO Palm Beach Gardens, FL Dwyer 
Ranked No. 125 Cornerback and the No. 196 ranked player in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named First Team 7A in a vote of the coaches and Palm Beach Post 
First Team Defensive All-Area...Helped William T. Dwyer High School win the Class 7A state title 
as a junior. 

Blessuan Austin CB G1 180 oOoG New Berlin, NY Milford Academy 
Ranked No, 21 Prep School Recruit, ranked No. 2 Cornerback and the No. 8 ranked player in 
New York according to the 247Sports Composite...First Team All-Queens as a senior in high 


school...Enrolled in January 2015. 

don Bateky SDE 64 25 O06 Poolesville, MD Poolesville 
Ranked No. 65 Strongside Defensive End and the No. 33 ranked player in Maryland according to 
the 247Sports Composite...Named Small School First Team All-State. ..First Team Montgomery 


County All-Gazette.. Played in the Maryland Crab Bowl...Enrolled in January 2015. 


WR 62 19 GO6 Saint Augustine, FL Creekside 
Ranked No. 185 Wide Receiver and the No. 231 ranked player in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite...Named First Team All-St. John County by the St Augustine Record as 
senior...Team won Class AAAAA state title as a junior. 
Ron'Dell Carter WOE 63 227 OO6 Columbia, MD Long Reach 
Ranked No. 86 Weakside Defensive End and the No, 39 ranked player in Maryland according to 
the 247Sports Composite...All-Howard County First Team at tight end...Named one of the 
cepa] Sun's “Players to Watch”...Selected to the Baltimore Touchdown Club's Super 22 

eam. 


Najee Clayton S 63 2155 @©O6 Paramus Paranuis Catholic 
Ranked No. 41 Safety and the No. 14 ranked player in New Jersey according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Star-Ledger First Team All-Non Public...Bergen Record First Team All-Bergen 
Pale Star-Ledger Second Team All-State...MSGVarsity Honorable Mention at defensive 


Michael Dare OB 62 15 ooo Elmwood Park Memorial 
Ranked No. 26 Pro-Style Quarterback and the No. 16 ranked player in New Jersey according to 
the 247Sports Composite. ..First Team All-Colonial Conference selection...NJ.com Second 


Team All-Group pick. 
Anthony Falkerts 65 2144 OOG Valdosta, GA Schoal 
Ranked No. 49 Tight End and the No. 135 ranked player in Georgia according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Named Georgia Independent School Association Region 3-AAA All-Region... 
Named GISA All-Region 3AA Team. 

East Bay 


Marques Ford SDE 64 230 G©G@O6 Gibsonton, FL 
Ranked No. 275 nationally, ranked No. 18 Defensive Tackle and the No. 38 ranked player in 
Florida according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Selected and played in the 2015 Under Armour 
All-American Game...Third Team Florida Class 7A All-State, All-Hillsborough County by the 
Tampa Tribune and Second Team All-Tampa Bay by the 7ampa Bay Times in 2014...Named 
Third Team Florida Class 7A All-State on the defensive line as a junior...Second Team All- 
Hillsborough County by the Tampa Bay Times. 

Sidney Gopre OB 60 210 OO6  NewBerlin, NY Milford Academy 
Ranked No. 56 Outside Linebacker and the No. 20 ranked player in New Jersey in the class of 
2014 according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Enrolled in Milford Academy in New Berlin, NY 
out of High School...Star-Ledger Defensive Player of the Year...First Team All-State. ...First 
— All-Essex County. ..MaxPreps Second Team All-American...First Team Small Schools All- 

erican, 

Nakia Griffin Tt 65 20 OO9 Tenafly Tenafly 
Ranked No. 44 Tight End and the No. 24 ranked player in New Jersey according to the 
247Sports Composite...First team All-Group 3 as a defender in 2014...Chose Rutgers over 


Connecticut. 

dawuan Harris WR 5-10 18 O@C _ FortLaudendale, FL SL Thomas Aquinas 
Ranked No. 231 Wide Receiver and the No. 298 ranked player in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite...Third Team All-Broward County (8A-6A) by the Miami Herald as 


a senior...Won the Class 7A state title at St. Thomas Aquinas. 


_ One of the more athletic defensive linemen in the country, the 
| four-star recruit out of Gibsonton (Fla.) East Bay is fast, athletic 
/ and plays every down like it’s his last. Ford had over 40 schol- 


' Aquinas. Harris and his big-play ability produced 30 receptions 
’ for 700 yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior. Kyle Flood and 


Naktia Griffin 
, Another very versatile athlete that played receiver, tight end, 

| defensive end, linebacker and safety at Tenafly (N.J.) High, 
Griffin was under recruited as a 6-5, 220-pound tight end that 
has a bright future in Piscataway. He has all the tools to be a 
complete tight end and NFL prospect by the time he leaves 
Rutgers. 


SLEEPER 


The Scarlet Knights desperately need to replenish their wide receiver corps as 
they'll lose star WR Leonte Caroo after this season and are thin after failing to land 
a receiver in the 2014 class. Rutgers missed on its top two OB targets in the 2015 
class, but did manage to secure a commitment from a much-needed signal-caller 
in Anthony Russo from Pennsylvania in May. Bodies along both lines of scrimmage 
are also a priority. 

— By Steve Wiltfong 


‘Say srorrs co M POSITE Commitiments 


Average Stars 


0 1 203 


Total Stars 
National Rank:56 810; 11 


Jonah Jackson oT 64 25 ooo Media, PA 

Ranked No. 194 Offensive Tackle and the No. 46 ranked player in Pennsylvania according to the 
247Sports Composite...First Team All-Delaware County and All-Central Athletic League as a 
senior...First Team All-Central Athletic League and honorable mention All-Delaware County. 


Ronnie James $ 0 18 OOC _ Glassboro Glassboro 
Ranked No. 110 Safety and the No. 40 ranked player in New Jersey according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Earned Star-Ledger First Team All-Group Il, Star-Ledger Third Team All-State and 
was named a South Jersey Times All-Star...Named Second Team All-South Jersey by the 
Philadelphia Inquirer. 

Isaiah Johnson 1B 62 25 Ooo San Francisco, CA City College of San Francisco 
Ranked No. 228 Junior College prospect nationally, ranked No. 9 Inside Linebacker and the 
No. 70 ranked player in California according to the 247Sports Composite...First Team Region | 
All-California Community College...First Team All-Bay 6 Conference at linebacker in 2014... 
Enrolled in January 2015. 

Trevor Morris OB 62 200 O98 Malvem, PA Malvern Prep 
Ranked No. 161 Safety and the No. 49 ranked player in Pennsylvania according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Named Pennlive.com Class AAA First Team All-State...GametimePA.com First 
Team All-League offense and defense.. Philly.com First Team All-Southeastern Pennsylvania 
and First Team All-Eastern Pennsylvania... .First Team All-Inter-Academic League as a junior. 


WR 60 180 GOOG PA Reading 
Ranked No. 163 Wide Receiver and the No. 31 ranked player in Pennsylvania according to the 
247Sports Composite... Reading Eagle First Team All-County...PA Football News Honorable 
Mention All-State...Brother, Shakeem Hodge, is a two-time defending Pennsylvania Golden 
Gloves boxing champion. 
Willington 5 20 oOoG Orange Orange 
Ranked No. 74 Strongside Defensive End and the No. 37 ranked player in New Jersey according 
to the 247Sports Composite... Star-Ledger First Team All-Group 3. ..First Team All-Super Essex 


Conference. .. Star-Ledger First Team All-Essex County as a junior. 


Deonte Roberts AH 62 2100 OOG Brooklyn, NY Erasmus Hall 
Ranked No. 145 Outside Linebacker and the No. 12 ranked player in New York according to the 
247Sports Composite. . All-Brooklyn Defensive MVP by the Brooklyn Eagle... .First Team All-New 
York City...Honorable Mention All-Metro by MSG Varsity...Named Linebacker MVP at the 2014 
Nike Football Training Camp in Florence, N.J. 
66 270 OOG Brooklyn, NY Grand Street 
Ranked No. 79 Defensive Tackle and the No. 6 ranked player in New York according to the 
247Sports Composite... MSGVarsity First Team All-New York City...Chose Rutgers over Penn 


State and Central Florida. 

Jack 6 275 ooo La Grange Park, I Nazareth Academy 
Ranked No. 112 Offensive Tackle and the No. 24 ranked player in Illinois according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..First Team Pioneer Press as a senior...Team went 14-0 and won first 
6A state championship in school history...Named to Chicago Tribune 2014 Preseason Top 50 


Players List. 
Charles Snorweah «=sRBSC5-10 17% GOOG Fairless Hills, PA Pennsbury 
Ranked No. 94 Running Back and the No, 30 ranked player in Pennsylvania according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..First Team All-Bucks County...First Team Golden Team member... 
broke Bucks County record for single game rushing yards (440) and single game touchdowns 
(seven). ..Set six Pennsbury school rushing records. 
Manny Taylor oT 66 270 Oo Philadelphia, PA Roman Catholic 
Ranked No. 203 Offensive Tackle and the No. 48 ranked player in Pennsylvania according to the 
247Sports Composite...Co-Offensive Lineman MVP at South Jersey National Underclassman 
Combine...Chose Rutgers over Rhode Island. 

Archhald, PA Valley View Hs 


Zach Venesky 0G 64 20 S669 
Ranked No. 64 Offensive Guard and the No. 24 ranked player in Pennsylvania according to the 
247Sports Composite... Times Tribune First Team All-County. . All-EasternSports.com Honorable 
Mention District Il... Selected to Team Pennsylvania in the 2015 Big 33 Classic. 
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PLAYER PROFILE 


hen Kaiwan Lewis was starring at 
\J\f tenon (N.J.) St. Joseph’s a 

few years back, the feeling involv- 
ing Rutgers was mutual. 

He wanted a bigger platform to play col- 
lege football, and the Scarlet Knights want- 
ed a bigger linebacker. 

Three years later, boy, things are different. 

Lewis spent the last three seasons 
playing at South Carolina, but he will fin- 
ish his degree in July and then enroll at 
Rutgers in time to start training camp. 
Since he will have his degree, he will be 
eligible to play immediately, and he fig- 
ures to be the starting middle lineback- 
er Rutgers craves in the middle of its 
defense. 

“The Rutgers culture of football has 
definitely changed since | was coming out 
of high school,” Lewis said. “Now they’re 
playing big-time football in the biggest me- 
dia market. They’re playing against Ohio 
State, Michigan, Michigan State, Nebraska. 
... Fhose are great teams and you play them 
back-to-back.” 

Lewis (6-0, 225) made his choice after 
visiting Nebraska and Rutgers. He said the 
proximity to his home was a huge factor, 
and since Rutgers is now in the Big Ten, 
it offset Nebraska’s presence in the league. 

“It's a perfect fit for me to go over 
there and (try to) win the starting job and 
help them win a Big Ten championship,” 
Lewis said. “| just felt like we would both 
benefit from each other. My mom and 
dad both liked it. It’s just a good fit for 
me, | believe.” 

Rutgers had a tough time breaking into 
the recruiting territory of South Jersey 
before it landed defensive end Quanzell 
Lambert from Erial (N.J.) Timber Creek, 
which is near St. Joseph’s, and Lambert 
was instrumental in getting Lewis to return 
home. 

“He’s always been my boy, and when | 
first started thinking about leaving South 
Carolina, we talked,” Lewis said. “He told 
me how it was, and he likes it there a lot. 


Mes 
KAIWAN LEWIS 


Photo by RD Moore 


and how they want to attack the year. And 
things like that. 


came into the Big Ten the first year and won 


a championship.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-foothall/hig-ten/rutgers 
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BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


Seasoned-Vet Lewis a Perfect Fit for Knights : MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
—.  ; We eon cro 


He announced his return 
? for his senior season in 
? the locker room follow- 
ing a win over North 

: Carolina in the Quick 

B : Lane Bowl. ... A recommen- 

: dation from the NFL draft advisory board sug- 
: gested he “stay in school” after he wasn’t 

? deemed a first- or second-rounder. ... Earned 
first-team All-Big Ten honors by the league 

? media. ... His totals from the past two sea- 

? sons: 83 catches for 1,564 yards and 

19 touchdowns. 


EMERGING STAR 
: DEKEMOKO TURAY 


3 Turay should have an 

i increased role and be 

: more than a pass-rush 
: specialist like he was in 
| : 2014. ... Led the team 

? with 7.5 sacks, and made 

26 tackles. Also had 8.5 tackles for loss. ... 

: Committed to Rutgers before playing a snap 

: of varsity football and arrived on campus 
weighing 212 pounds. He now weighs 235. ... 
; Best-known for blocking a field goal to pre- 

: serve Rutgers’ first Big Ten win in a stunner 
against Michigan last season. 


: TOP NEWCOMER 
CB BLESSUAN AUSTIN 


After a strong spring, 

: he could emerge as a 
starter as a true fresh- 
He told me about the plan the team has : 
: January after spending 
? a post-graduate 

“| see a program that is on the rise. They : 


man. ... Enrolled in 


season at New Berlin (N.Y.) Milford Academy 


: in the fall. ... Had eight pass break-ups and 


eight games. They want to win more. I'm all : three interceptions at Milford. ... Played safe- 


sand eng cbt ts etic eg Dek an ane 
: at Queens (N.Y.) Campus Magnet. ... Was 
: scouted while coach Kyle Flood was at a 


; game to see signee Sidney Gopre play. 


: Photos courtesy of Rutgers Athletics. 
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MAC rank: 3 


ROCKETS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Toledo, Ohio 

COACH: Matt Campbell — At Toledo and overall: 26-13, 
3 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jason Candle 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jon Heacock 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2004 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2013 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 5 offense, 8 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Kareem Hunt, WR Alonzo Russell, 
WR Corey Jones, DT Treyvon Hester, DT Orion Jones, 


DE Trent Voss, CB Cheatham Norrils, S Chaz Whittaker 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: With a pair of proven starting quar- 
terbacks, an all-conference tailback, and explosive talent at 
wide receiver, Toledo has the weapons to exploit opposing 
defenses. The Rocket defense is now stocked deep with 
experience along the line and in the secondary after injuries 
in those units last season forced a lot of young players onto 
the field. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: That all-senior dominant offensive 
line of 2014 paid huge dividends, but now the Rockets start 
over up front. The place-kicking job is another huge wild 
card, since three-time All-MAC pick Jeremiah Detmer has 
graduated, and the punting could be improved, too. 


Toledo, which had the most productive offense in the 
Mid-American Conference last season, returns a wealth 
of talent at the skill positions, but must replace its en- 
tire offensive front, including three all-league linemen. 

There is depth and proven skill at quarterback, 
where injuries last season allowed junior Logan 
Woodside and senior Phillip Ely to work as starters. 
The duo sat out the spring to heal, allowing sopho- 
more Michael Julian to demonstrate he is a very 
capable third option. 

Tailback Kareem Hunt, first team all-conference last 
season when he rushed for 1,631 yards, could be the 
league’s best back. He had 271 rushing yards and five 
touchdowns in Toledo’s GoDaddy Bowl win. 

All-MAC senior receiver Alonzo Russell has 
grabbed 56, 59 and 51 passes, respectively, in the past 
three seasons. Junior Corey Jones is explosive in the 
slot, with 68 catches for 842 yards last year. 

On the line, some of the bit-part players of the past, 
such as Storm Norton and Mike Ebert, must quickly 
forge a new and reliable front. 


DEFENSE 


The Rockets are deeper'and more skilled on defense 
than in recent years. Coach Matt Campbell is con- 
vinced the pieces are there to craft a stout unit, so he 
doesn’t have to rely as much on his offense to simply 
outscore everybody. 

Toledo has struggled to defend the pass, but a sec- 
ondary decimated by injuries in the past is now bol- 
stered by waves of healthy and experienced performers. 

There are, in a sense, four returning starters at the 
corners — two from last season, and a duo from 2013 
that missed a year ago. Senior Cheatham Norrils leads 
the group and has all-conference-caliber skills. 

At safety, there are five players with significant ex- 
perience, led by senior hitter Chaz Whittaker. Add 
UAB transfer Rolan Milligan to the mix, and the Rock- 
ets have lots of options. 

Nine experienced players return on the defensive 
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Record: 9-4 


TOLEDO | ROCKETS 


MAC record: 7-1 (T-ist, West) 


fu 


KAREEM HUNT 


John D rcer-USA TODAY § 


“We've made a lot of strides, but the 
challenge for the offensive line now is, 
how fast can they grow as players?” 

— Matt Campbell 


front, including All-MAC tackles Treyvon Hester and 
Orion Jones. End Trent Voss is another playmaker 
with all-conference talent. Marquise Moore, a former 
champion wrestler, comes back from an injury and fits 
into what should be a busy rotation up front. 

The linebackers are the least experienced group, 
with senior Chase Murdock the leader in both skill 
and resume. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Uncertainty looms as the Rockets look to replace 
three-time All-MAC kicker Jeremiah Detmer. Sopho- 
more Sam Vucelich has to fend off several walk-ons to 
secure the job. Nick Ellis returns as the punter, having 
averaged just 36.6 yards per attempt last season. 


The comforts of home need to mean a lot for the 
Rockets, who will enjoy seven games at the Glass 
Bowl this season as they break in an all-new offensive 
line. The experience, depth and quality of players 
elsewhere on the roster is solid, and the offense has 
explosive performers at the skill positions, but Toledo 
probably only goes as far as that unproven offensive 
line allows. 

— Matt Markey 


TOP NEWCOMER 


OL Ruben Carter: Toledo gets help where it is most 
needed by adding Carter, a graduate transfer from Florida 
State. In his final season of eligibility, he could push his 

way into the starting lineup with a strong fall camp. 


Stadiunt Glass Bow! (26,248) 


2015 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB 12 | Phillip Ely* 6-1 
RE 3 | Kareem Hunt® 5-11 
WR § | Alonzo Russell” 6-4 
WR 4 | Corey Jones* 5-8 
WR 25 | Cody Thompson 6-1 
TE 15 | Alex Zmolik® 6-5 
LT 74 | Storm Norton 6-8 
LG 53 | Bill Weber 6-4 
C 76 | Elijah Nkansah 6-6 
RG 68 | Paul Perschon 6-6 
RT 89 | Mike Ebert 6-6 
DEFENSE 

DE 99 | Allen Covington® 6-2 
DT 91 | Treyvon Hester* 6-4 
DT 97 | Orion Jones® 6-2 
DE 43 | Trent Voss® 6-3 
LB 44 | Jaylen Coleman 6-0 
LB 40 | Chase Murdock* 6-0 
LB 31 | Zach Quinn 6-3 
CB 2 | Jordan Martin® 6-2 
CB 11 | Cheatham Norrils® 6-0 
s 8 | Chaz Whittaker® 6-2 
S 23 ! DeJuan Rogers 6-1 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 39 | Sam Vucelich 5-11 
P 48 | Nick Ellis* 5-11 


*Returning starters in Bold 


2015 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 STONY BROOK 
Sept. 12 at Arkansas 
Sept. 19 IOWA STATE 
Sept. 26 ARKANSAS STATE 
Oct. 3 at Ball State 
Oct. 10 KENT STATE 
Oct. 17 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
Oct. 24 at Massachusetts 
Nov. 3 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
Nov. 10 at Central Michigan 
Nov. 17 at Bowling Green 
Nov. 27 WESTERN MICHIGAN 


Ww 
L 
L 
WwW 
w 
Ww 
L 
w 
w 
L 
Ww 
w 
w 


2014 RESULTS 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
MISSOURI 
at Cincinnati 
BALL STATE 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Western Michigan (OT) 


at Iowa State 
MASSACHUSETTS 
at Kent State 
at Northern Illinois 
BOWLING GREEN 


at Eastern Michigan 


GoDaddy Bowl 
vs. Arkansas State 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 36.6 
Rushing 256.4 
Passing 234.2 
Total 490.5 
DEFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 30.5 
Rushing 116.2 
Passing 291.7 
Total 407.9 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


-3 


- 0.23 


54-20 
24-49 
34-58 
34-23 
42-28 
20-19 
30-37 
42-35 
30-20 
24-27 
27-20 
52-16 


63-44 


RANK 
19 
12 
59 
15 


RANK 
T-30 
14 
123 
T-76 


RANK 
T-81 
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WISCONSIN 


we 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joe Rudolph 


BADGERS 


For more coverage of the Badgers, visit wisconsin.247Sports.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dave Aranda 


STADIUM: Camp Randall: 80,321 


PIECES IN PLACE TO CHALLENGE AGAIN IN BIG TEN WEST 


aul Chryst remembered the bicycle 
Pe« that brought him as a young 

boy to the corner of Monroe and Re- 
gent streets on the west side of Wisconsin’s 
campus, where he routinely delivered six 
fresh newspapers to the football stadium 
offices. 

He reminisced about the days when he 
would sneak inside Camp Randall Stadium 
just to throw footballs and dream big, pre- 
tending to make play calls as the Badgers’ 
quarterback. He recalled all those Sunday 
mornings in the fall, the ritualistic nature of 
serving on a cleanup crew with family mem- 
bers inside the stadium after games, the expe- 
rience stirring an inexplicable level of excite- 
ment to be a part of something bigger. 

Over the years, football came to define 
Chryst. But more specifically, University of 
Wisconsin football came to define Chryst. 
And on Dec, 17, 2014, a native son returned 
home, introduced as head coach of the Bad- 
gers’ program in a match that made all par- 
ties happy. 

Of course, the happy homecoming will 
last only if Chryst can replicate the success 
he had as the team’s offensive coordinator. 

Chryst spent seven years in charge of Wis- 
consin’s offense from 2005-11 and helped 
the program set school records for points per 
game (44.1) and total offense (469.9) in his 
final year. He left only to pursue his first head 
coaching job at the University of Pittsburgh 
— a difficult decision he felt necessary to 
advance his career. 

And while the previous two Wisconsin 
head coaches left for what they perceived to 
be greener (or at least different) pastures in 
the past three years, Chryst hopes he’ll have 
the opportunity to make Wisconsin home for 
quite some time. 

The program he inherits has plenty of 
returning talent, and Wisconsin should 
once again be in the mix to win the Big 
Ten West one year after reaching the 
league title game. The biggest key, Chryst 
said, will be to build relationships and go 
from there. 

“We had some previous relationships, so 
it kind of helped shorten the curve for some 
guys,” Chryst said after the team’s spring 


game. “The best thing you can do is let them 
know what you're doing, why you're doing 
it, what your expectations are. I think we’ve 
started that. 

“It’s a good group to work with, and we've 
got a lot of work ahead of us. But I think now 
we've got a better understanding of each 
other, and it’s a continual work in progress. 
That’s the fun part.” 


OFFENSE 


Heisman Trophy finalist Melvin Gordon is 
gone, and that means Wisconsin will have 
to figure out how to come close to replicat- 
ing his production. Corey Clement will take 
over as the team’s top tailback (949 yards, 
nine touchdowns last season) but will need 
help from several unproven teammates, in- 
cluding Dare Ogunbowale, Taiwan Deal and, 
potentially, incoming freshman Jordan Ste- 
venson. 

Wisconsin does return quarterback Joel 
Stave, who is 21-7 over three years as a 
starter. Stave did not have his best season 
a year ago when he threw more intercep- 
tions (10) than touchdown passes (nine). 
But he also endured highly unusual circum- 
stances, which included a mental block with 
his throwing mechanics that kept him out 
of action for more than a month. When he 
returned, he helped the Badgers win seven 
consecutive games to capture the Big Ten 
West division. 

For the first time in his college career, 
Stave was declared the team’s starter in the 
spring without the need for a quarterback 
competition. 

“It’s nice,” Stave said. 

“It’s a little relaxing, reassuring I guess. 
It gives me an opportunity to really pick 
out things and work on things instead of 
doing whatever I can to be perfect every 
day. It gives me an opportunity to work 
on timing, maybe throw it earlier than I’m 
comfortable with, just to build that kind of 
chemistry. I think that’s one thing that’s 
really positive from it.” 

Stave’s receiving targets are still to be deter- 
mined, but his primary threat will once again 
be Alex Erickson, who led the team last sea- 
son in receptions (55) and yards (772). Senior 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 
Sept. 5 vs. Alabama (Arlington, TX) 
Sept. 12 MIAMI (Oh) 
Sept. 19 TROY 

Sept. 26 HAWAII 

Oct. 3 IOWA 

Oct. 10 at Nebraska 
Oct. 17 PURDUE 
Oct. 24 at Illinois 
Oct. 31 RUTGERS 
Nov. 7 at Maryland 
Nov.21 NORTHWESTERN 
Nov. 28 _—at Minnesota 


RESULTS 


14 Record 


12-2 
2-10 
3-9 
4-9 
7-6 
9-4 
3-9 
6-7 
8-5 
7-6 
5-7 
8-5 


11-3, 7-1 


L vs. LSU (Houston, TX) 24-28 
W WESTERN ILLINOIS 37-3 
W BOWLING GREEN 68-17 
W SOUTH FLORIDA 27-10 
L at Northwestern 14-20 
W ILLINOIS 38-28 
W MARYLAND 52-7 
Ww at Rutgers 37-0 
W at Purdue 34-16 
W NEBRASKA 59-24 
Ww at lowa 26-24 
W MINNESOTA 34-24 
Big Ten Championship Game 
L vs. Ohio State 0-59 
Outback Bowl 
W vs. Auburn (07) 34-31 


10-YEAR 


WINNING TREND 


ann 003 © OD OH CO WO 
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AT A GLANCE 


Madison, Wis. 
11-3 overall, 7-1 Big Ten (1st, West) 


Paul Chryst — At Wisconsin: 1st year; 
overall: 19-20, 3 years 


12; 4 offense, 6 defense, kicker, punter 


QB Joel Stave, RB Corey Clement, 
WR Alex Erickson, TE Troy Fumagalli, 
LB Vince Biegel, LB Joe Schobert, 
S Michael Caputo, S Tanner McEvoy 


Wisconsin’s secondary will be down- 
right scary. McEvoy’s transition from 
quarterback to safety will give the 
Badgers another big body on the back 
end. On offense, Stave and his 28 
Starts return, and Clement is talented 
enough for an all-conference kind of 
year. 


The running backs might not find the 
same holes available because of an 
inexperienced offensive line that 
must replace three starters. Right 
tackle Hayden Biegel and right guard 
Michael Deiter have potential, but 
are unproven. On defense, Wisconsin 
replaces two productive inside line- 
backers who combined for 177 tack- 
les. 


RB Melvin Gordon, TE Sam Arneson, 
OT Rob Havenstein, OG Kyle Costigan, 
0G Dallas Lewallen, DE Warren 
Herring, DE Konrad Zagzebski, LB 
Marcus Trotter, LB Derek Landisch 


Wisconsin has the pieces in place to 
compete, again, for the Big Ten West 
division title. Road games against 
Nebraska and Minnesota likely will 
decide the Badgers’ fate. This is 

a team that has come to expect New 
Year's Day bowl games and has played 
in five consecutive such contests. 

A sixth is a realistic goal. 


Wi 
a 
Hoels 


mark in FBS history. Corey Clement Ss" wA® VE _ 


Yards per carry in Melvin 
Gordon's Wisconsin career, the best ‘ 
o 


has averaged 7.0 yards per rush. ; ; = 
ee eae esa OL (C40 RN 


does 


VINCE BIEGEL 


Photo by Joe Robbing 


Jordan Fredrick is the only other returning 
receiver who caught more than five passes 
last season. Fredrick is an unselfish player 
and is considered the best blocking receiver 
on the team, but he has yet to develop into 
a consistent safety valve. 

Junior Rob Wheelwright is in position 
to become a starter if he can stay healthy 
long enough. He caught only one pass for 
17 yards and a touchdown last season, 
but is a big target (6-2, 201) who seems 
primed for a breakout year after putting 
together a tremendous spring game that 
included two touchdown catches. Other 
top candidates for playing time include 
Jazz Peavy, Reggie Love, Krenwick Sand- 
ers and George Rushing, who caught five 
passes for 62 yards as a freshman a year 
ago. 

At tight end, Wisconsin will rely heavily 
on the pass-catching ability of sophomore 
Troy Fumagalli, who will try to replace the 
production of Sam Arneson. Austin Tray- 
lor, meanwhile, is an experienced tight end 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER 


QB 
RB 
WR 
WR 
WR 
TE 
u 
LG 
C 
RG 
RT 
PK 


Joel Stave* 
Corey Clement 
Alex Erickson* 
Rob Wheelwright 
Jordan Fredrick 
Troy Fumagalli 
Tyler Marz* 

Ray Ball 

Dan Voltz* 
Michael Deiter 
Hayden Biegel 
Rafael Gaglianone* 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


YR. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr 
Sr. 
So. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Fr. 
So. 
So. 


COMMENT 

A three-year starter who is 21-7 in his career. 
Averaging 7.0 yards per carry in first two seasons. 
Led team in receptions (55) and yards (772) last year. 
Athletic player who caught one pass last season. 
Underrated blocker who has 39 career catches. 
Best pass-catching tight end on the roster. 

Has started in 27 straight games. 

Played well as a replacement during Outback Bowl. 
Has made 19 straight starts despite ankle issues. 
Was the team's backup center last season, 

Brother of Wisconsin linebacker Vince Biegel. 
Gaglianone handles field goals, Endicott kickoffs. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER 


DE 
NG 
DE 
LB 
LB 
LB 
LB 
CB 
CB 
$$ 
FS 
P 


Jake Keefer 
Arthur Goldberg 
Chikwe Obasih* 
Vince Biegel* 
TJ. Edwards 
Leon Jacobs 

Joe Schobert* 
Sojourn Shelton* 
Darius Hillary* 
Michael Caputo* 
Tanner McEvoy 
Drew Meyer* 


YR. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
So. 
Jr. 
Fr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


COMMENT 

Tallied eight tackles last season. 

Started six games last season. 

Played in every game a year ago with 21 tackles. 
Led the team with 16.5 tackles for loss. 

The 6-1, 229-pounder has great athleticism. 
Logged career-high 12 tackles vs. Illinois. 

Made 69 tackles and team-high five QB hurries. 
Struggled last season after a solid freshman year. 
A two-year starter and the team’s most consistent CB, 
Top tackler (106) a year ago and defensive leader. 
Intriguing 6-6 athlete who played QB last season. 
Must improve punting average after down year. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Bart Houston, Jr. 

Dare Ogunbowale, Jr. 
George Rushing, So. 
Reggie Love, Jr. 

Jazz Peavy, So. 
Austin Traylor, Sr. 
Jacob Maxwell, Fr. 
Walker Williams, Jr. 
George Panos, Fr. 

Jon Dietzen, Fr. 

Beau Benzschawel, Fr, 
Andrew Endicott, Jr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
James Adeyanju, Sr. 
Conor Sheehy, So. 
Alec James, So. 
Jesse Hayes, Sr. 
Keelon Brookins, So. 
Nick Thomas, Fr. 
Jack Cichy, So. 
Natrell Jamerson, So. 
Derrick Tindal, So. 
Joe Ferguson, So. 
Lubern Figaro, So. 
P.J. Rosowski, Fr, 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


who generally excels as a blocker, but ex- 
pects to be more involved as a pass catcher. 

Wisconsin must replace three start- 
ers on the line. The likely candidates to 
do so are left guard Ray Ball, right guard 
Michael Dieter and right tackle Hayden 
Biegel. Of the three, only Ball has played 
in a college game, though he has yet to 
make a start. 


DEFENSE 


The undeniable strength of Wiscon- 
sin’s defense will be its secondary, which 
is loaded with playmakers. Begin with 
cornerbacks Darius Hillary and Sojourn 
Shelton, who have combined to start 51 
games. 

Hillary developed into the team’s 
shutdown corner a year ago and finished 
with 41 tackles. Shelton, meanwhile, 
experienced a sophomore slump after 
an outstanding freshman campaign in 
which he led the team with four inter- 
ceptions. He made strides in the offsea- 


son to improve his mental toughness 
and be a leader. 

“He's been the biggest breakout guy so 
far on defense,” defensive coordinator 
Dave Aranda said. 

“It's a work in progress, but he has 
played really well. And so I’m happy for 
him. There’s a confidence and a swagger 
coming back to him. I’m almost nervous 
talking about it. I’d like to not even men- 
tion it.” 

None of the team’s cornerbacks account- 
ed for an interception a year ago, which is 
an area the team hopes to improve. 

At safety, Wisconsin returns leading 
tackler and all-around tough guy Michael 
Caputo. He’ll be joined by Tanner McE- 
voy, who opened last season as the start- 
ing quarterback. McEvoy did not fit into 
Chryst’s plans for a pro-style quarterback, 
so he'll find time on the field where he can 
best be utilized, which is safety and wide 
receiver. 

McEvoy played safety in the team’s 
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NDS Rank: No. 5 OT in 2016 class 

“He is, of course, in the mold of past Wisconsin blockers. What did you expect? Marz is 
massive and he’s surprisingly athletic at left tackle. He’s quick off the snap in pass protec- 
tion and in getting to the second level, but what you also see on tape is that he relies too 
much on his size to overwhelm defenders. At times, he struggles to re-direct defenders and 
occasionally loses the leverage battle.” 


NDS Rank: No. 4 RB in 2017 class 

“He’s solidly built and has already been very productive in Wisconsin’s tag-team approach. 
He is an efficient runner, and | like the subtle fakes to get defenders leaning. He then has 
enough burst to leave those guys in his wake. So, the Badgers’ history of churning out NFL 
running backs isn’t about to end now.” 


NDS Rank: No. 13 OLB in 2017 class 

“| thought Biegel established himself as one of the more intriguing linebackers in the Big 
Ten last season. His burst off the snap and lateral agility help him create big plays off the 
edge, and he plays with a high-revving motor. Opponents are too often able to knock him 
off-balance, however. And Biegel could also improve if he shows greater awareness and 


functional strength.” 


Outback Bowl victory against Auburn last 
season and recorded five tackles. He also 
played safety in 2013 for the Badgers after 
a broken bone in his wrist prevented him 
from playing offense. 

The Badgers will possess two of the most 
talented outside linebackers in the Big 
Ten with Vince Biegel and Joe Schobert. 
The duo combined for 30 tackles for loss 
and 10.5 sacks a year ago. However, ques- 
tion marks remain at the inside linebacker 
spots. 

T.J. Edwards and Leon Jacobs ran in the 
spring with the first-team defense, but 
they have a lot to prove in an effort to fill 
in for Marcus Trotter and Derek Landisch, 
who were the second- and third-leading 
tacklers on the team last season. 

There is experience on the defense front, 


— Rob Rang, NFLDraftScout.com 


which should aid in the transition of the 
team’s middle linebackers. 

Nose guard Arthur Goldberg started six 
games last season as Warren Herring’s re- 
placement, making 25 tackles. Defensive 
end Chikwe Obasih burst onto the scene 
last season, starting seven of 14 games 
and recording 21 tackles. He and Alec 
James have played with the first-team 
defense in the nickel package, while Jake 
Keefer and Conor Sheehy have served as 
defensive ends in the team’s base pack- 
age. 


For years, Wisconsin struggled to find 
a consistent field goal kicker. But that all 
changed with the arrival of Brazilian sen- 
sation Rafael Gaglianone last season. As 


a freshman, Gaglianone hit 19 of 22 field 
goal tries, including two 50-yarders. 

Punting proved to be a more significant 
issue last season, as Drew Meyer struggled 
to find his form. He averaged 41.7 yards per 
punt as a freshman in 2012, but dropped to 
38.6 yards in 2013 and 37.4 yards in 2014. 
The team even used third-string quarter- 
back Bart Houston in certain rugby-style 
situations a year ago. 

Kenzel Doe is gone, and that means it’s 
an open competition for the team’s starting 
punt and kick return roles. 


For a second straight season, Wisconsin 
will open non-conference play against 
a powerful SEC foe in an effort to boost 
schedule strength. Wisconsin will play 
Alabama on Sept. 5 at AT&T Stadium in 
Arlington, Texas. 

The rest of the Badgers’ schedule is far 
more manageable, with non-conference 
home games against Miami (Ohio), Troy 
and Hawaii — teams that went a combined 
9-28 a year ago. 

Wisconsin will once again be consid- 
ered a contender to win the Big Ten West 
thanks to a conference slate that does not 
include the toughest East division teams. 
Instead, Wisconsin’s most difficult games 
will come Oct. 10 at Nebraska and Nov. 28 
at Minnesota in the regular-season finale. 

— Jesse Temple 


2015 www.lindyssports.com 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 191 


NOTEBOOK 


BADGERS SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterbacks Pos. Ht Wi. Yr Hometown 70 Dan Voltz OL 6-3 311 Je. Barrington, IL 
12 ThadAmmstrong OB 6-3 215 Jr. Ottawa,IL_ -62_Walker Williams OL 6-7 320 Jr Tacoma, WA 
unior college transfer Serge Trezy moved 7 Dw. Gillins QB 63 201 Fr. Jacksonville, FL Defensive Linemen Pos. Ht Wh Yr. Hometown 
ice defensive back to running back during 18 AlexHomibrook 0B 64 215 Fr West Chester,PA 52. Ash Fonjungo DL 6-0 273 So. Lanham, MD 
spring practice. The coaching staff hoped 13 Bart Houston OB 64 218 Je Dublin,CA 99 James Adeyanju DE 6-2 262 Sr. Chicago, IL 
his speed (he reportedly runs a 4.29-second 40- 17 AustinKafentzis QB 6-1 200 Fr. Sandy,UT 55 Garret Dooley DE 6-2 238 So. Rochester, IL 
yard dash) would make him tough to bring down So. 96 BillyHirschfeld DE 6-6 271 Fr Okauchee 
in the backfield. But he struggled to adjust, and it Sr. 6 Alec James DE 6-3 259 So. Brookfield 
is difficult to foresee him overtaking the top three 93 Jake Keefer DE 6-3 269 Sr. Woodville 
tailbacks for playing time. 39. Brady Kelliher DE 6-8 247 So. Sussex 
© Cornerback Sojourn Shelton was one of the 34 Chikwe Obasih _—~DE 6-2 268 So. Brookfield 
most consistent defensive backs during the spring. 94 Conor Sheehy DE 6-5 279 So, Milwaukee 
He intercepted four passes in the span of one three- 3 — wed = = = = Seana 
practice stretch. 2 2 
* Safety or wide receiver? That's the question fone ob bie Pe. 
coaches must decide when it comes to handling = ——— # + = = aa 
Tanner McEvoy's playing time. McEvoy likely will . ya ce Ven nema ier Sesdialon, Fe 
be a starting safety. But his value as a receiver may s. Ht Wt Yr. Hometown >A Kalen Grotknw MB. (5-10.20 Se. ~~ St.Paul, MN 
be even greater because of his 6-6 frame and natu- 86 Alex Erickson WR 6-0 196 Sr. Darlington 48 Jack Cichy Wp €2 20 So. Foasicat 
ral athletic ability. He caught a 20-yard touchdown 9 JordanFredrick WR 6-4 214 Sr. Madison 14 tyeota Dixon 1B 5-10 206 So. Oak Hil, FL 
pass on his first live 11-on-11 rep of the spring and 16_Reggle Love WR 63 214 Jr __BoyntonBeach,FL_ 3) 1 oon Jacobs LB 6-2 230 Jr, Santa Clarita, CA 
hauled in a nine-yard TD pass during a scrimmage 11_Jazz Peavy Wa 6-0” 187-60. Kenosha 49 Justin Schweitzer LB 6-1 208 Ft Silver Lake 
the week before the spring game. $5: Potas Roy Wa 0175" Fe Muskego 47. Vince Biegel OLB 6-4 244 Jr, Wisconsin Rapids 
“It's a unique problem to have when you have = paren = < = = ae 19 Ryan Connelly OLB 6-3 225 Fr Eden Prairie, MN 
a guy of his ability,” receivers coach Ted Gilmore $2 taka Seagal a asta Te Jesup, 88 Ts. Edwards OLB 6-1 229 Fr, Lake Villa, IL 
said. “Make no mistake about it, he can help either 32. Noah Stengel wa ba ee 3 = ae 41 Jesse Hayes OLB 6-3 229 Sr _Cincinnati, OH 
side.” : ns 15 Robert Wheelwright WR 6-2 201 Jk Columbus, OH 58 Joe Schobert OLB 6-2 240 Sr. Waukesha 
Wisconsin's offensive line will enter the season Tight Ends Pees Neen ve eee Defensive Backs Pos, Ht Wt Yr Hometown 
unusually inexperienced with three new starters. 24 JohnDamrow TE 63 225 Fr. Delvan 12 _Natrell Jamerson 0B 5-11 180 _So. Ocala, FL 
That inexperience showed during a spring scrim- 89 Sam Eckert TE 65 Fr. East Troy Terrance Floyd _—C8_—S-10181_Sr_Baynton Beach, FL 
mage that featured nine false-start penalties, based 48 Troy Fumagalli TE 6-5 246 So. Naperville, 4_-DevinGaulden_—CB__5-10 187 _ St. Miramar, FL 
largely on the fact that the team’s reserves were 49 KylePenniston TE 6-5 230 Fr. Orange,cA; © Dartustilllary CB 5-11 108 Se. Cincinnati, Ott 
freshmen. In the spring game, the defense tallied 44. Eric Stetfes TE 6-3 259 Jr Mount Calvary 1A. Jordan £860 2101 & Dayton, OH 
10 sacks and 15 tackles for a loss and throttled the 46 Austin Traylor —TE—«6-3 248 St. Columbus, 0H -_11_T- Reynard 8 07178 = Br opie Dee A 
aiteinahia tiie, 22 Td.Watt TE 65 247 So. Pewaukee 8 SoloumShelton CB 5-9 178 Jr _Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
“They've got to step up into those roles to create Dtfensive Linemen oA ee 
depth,” offensive coordinator and O-line coach Joe 71 Fay Bol Ol ET _ SAA" &. Columbus, oH -3_Serge Tezy So ) me & orients, Ft 
Rudolph said. Se Gomteumciews OES. 291 f___Saton : ane Sa meio E ny 
¢ With the departure of running backs coach 7 ve a ear ah — 11 Tanner MoEvy § 66 222 Sr, Hillsdale, NJ 
Thomas Brown for Georgia, defensive coordina- Gillin bear DT ean ae Curtce, OH «36. doe Ferguson «S61 210 So. Madison 
tor Dave Aranda is the only returning coach from 67. Jon Dietzen oo 6s 3 Black Creek 31 LubemFigao SS 6-0 179 So. Everett, MA 
the previous staff. Head coach Paul Chryst said 68 Jaden Gault OL 66 310 So. Cottage Grove 19_Leo Musso S$ 510 194 Jr Waunakee 
keeping Aranda, whose unit finished fourth in total 72 Ben Hemer OL 64 274 So. rE Specialists Pos, Ht Wh Yr. Hometown 
defense last season, was his biggest priority. 75. Micah Kapoi OL 6-4 323 Fr Kapolei, HI 37 Andrew Endicott K 5-9 175 Jt Roseville, CA 
“When | had a chance to talk to some of the 61 Tyler Marz OL 65 321 Sr. Springfield, MN 10. RafaelGaglianone K 5-11 231 So. _—_Sao Pauilo, Brazil 
players here that | knew and respected, how they 52 JacobMaxwell OL 6-6 295 Fr Greendale 97 Jack Russell K 6-0 176 Sr. Waunakee 
felt about Dave, it was a no-brainer for me,” Chryst 69 Aidan McNamara OL 6-4 315 So. Madison  90_Drew Meyer P63 187 Sr. Hartland 
said. “And then | felt fortunate when Dave said it 58 _ George Panos OL 6-5 301 Fr. Hartland =——-38_P.J. Rosowski P63 186 Fr. Stoughton 
would be a good fit for him, too.” 76 Logan Schmidt OL 6-4 300 J. Gotham Connor Udelhoven LS 5-11 211 Jr St. Paul, MN 
OUTSIDER'S VIEW cw NAME GPs Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
“Obviously, they have to replace tailback Melvin js PASSING pas Le Hip . * . ast pas : * i 
Gorton, but tay! be OK: tere, Thay'tl Be, tod: at” RPM fee. tess cs cckccssastsacatae acs alaseseyvascets partes rssadtannsdBhnyanas Toes cncat ices isha tasaesetttach ashame teendeastss 
tailback. | thought Taiwan Deal and Dare Ogunbowale _— NAME GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 
looked good at running back. They lack explosion on on RECEIVING A.Erickson 14 55 772 140 3 «70 55.1 
offense at wide receiver. That's been an issue for then [= — 4 29 387 1334 T2786 
. ; , Gordon 14 19 #153 81 3 35 109 
recently. (think Joel Stave is really coming on:atquar=; MOM... sscsccscsssoonasesscZosoceotssovashdannousssiudutslecoeoncUsacevonsdbabsbdsedgsacesnpvosansyersencnnsdbasdeoynveqverveaoniGdchachessanses 
terback. — | NAME GP Att, «Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
“| would say with Paul Chryst there, it's asense of [== RUSHING pyres a = a = = i = * pers 
comfort. The defense looks really young, but it was [<= 7 : 
young a year ago and tt dd fie, But how good the FM nan MOS 5B 2 STA BG 
defense is going to be is a question. And explosion on (= DEF LEADERS Tackles: M. Caputo 106, M. Trotter 93, D. Landisch 84 
offense is a question. Other than that | think it is busi- oad : Tackles for loss: V. Biegel 16.5, D. Landisch 16, J. Schobert 13.5 


Sacks: D. Landisch 9, V. Biegel 7.5, M, Trotter 3.5 
Interceptions: P. Jean 2, four tied with 1 


ness as usual.” 
— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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_ Nick Thomas 

\ Out of Bradenton (Fla.) IMG Academy, the 6-2, 230-pound 
*“) Thomas enrolled early and is already competing for time at 
inside linebacker. Thomas had 278 tackles in his high school 
career, including 88 stops, with 14 coming for loss, as a senior. 


Arrington Farrar 
‘, Wisconsin is short at outside linebacker, giving Atlanta (Ga.) 
, Woodward Academy four-star Arrington Farrar an opportunity 
' to see the field as a true freshman. Farrar had 107 tackles as 
a four-star safety as a senior, but at 6-2, 195 pounds, he will 
easily grow into a linebacker for the Badgers. 


7] 


Jordan Stevenson 
5 The four-star recruit from Dallas (Texas) South Oak Cliff will 
| compete for the No. 2 running back position from day one. 
| Stevenson rushed for over 2,000 yards his final two prep 
seasons, including 2,530 yards and 28 touchdowns as 
a senior. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Zack Baun AH 63 25 ooo Milwaukee 

Ranked No. 83 Athlete and the No. 4 ranked player in Wisconsin according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Named 2014 Wisconsin Football Coaches Association Offensive Player of the 
Year...First-team all-state by WFCA...Second-team all-state by Associated Press...2014 
Dave Krieg Award as state's most outstanding senior quarterback...2014 Woodland 
Conference East Division Offensive Player of the Year. 


Titus Booker RBOS11 1722 OOS Grayslake, IL Grayslake Comm North 
Ranked No. 50 Running Back and the No. 14 ranked player in Illinois according to the 
247Sports Composite...2014 first-team all-state in Class 6A by Illinois High School Football 
Coaches Association...Chose Wisconsin over Michigan and Indiana. 


Jon Dietzen of 65 45 OOO Seymour Seymour 
Ranked No. 36 Offensive Tackle and the No. 1 ranked player in Wisconsin according to the 
247Sports Composite... Two-time first-team all-state selection by WFCA and Associated 
Press...Recipient of Joe Thomas Award as state of Wisconsin’s top offensive lineman... 
Named Bay Conference Lineman of the Year as a senior...Enrolled in January 2015. 


David Edwarts T 67 245 Ooo Downers Grove, IL Comm Dist 99 - North 
Ranked No. 14 Tight end and the No. 6 ranked player in Illinois according to the 247Sports 
Composite...All-West Suburban Conference as a senior...Chose Wisconsin over Illinois, 
Indiana, lowa and lowa State. 


Kevin Estes O 66 25 ooo San Marcos, CA San Marcos 
Ranked No. 40 Offensive Tackle and the No. 56 ranked player in California according to the 
247Sports Composite...First-team all-state selection by Cal-Hi Sports...First-team All- 
California Interscholastic Federation...Named All-San Diego Section. 


Arrington Farrar S 62 15 GOOS Allanta, GA Woodward Academy 


Ranked No. 127 nationally, ranked No. 18 Cornerback and the No. 1 ranked player in 
Colorado according to the 247Sports Composite. ..First-team Class AAAA all-state...Chose 
Wisconsin over Stanford, Notre Dame and North Carolina. 


Alex Homibrook 8 64 215 Goo Malvem, PA Malvem Prep 
Ranked No. 55 Pro-Style Quarterback and the No. 32 ranked player in Pennsylvania accord- 
ing to the 247Sports Composite...Winner of 2014 Pennsylvania Mini Max Award from 
Maxwell Football Club...First-team All-Inter-Academic League as a senior...First-team All- 
Main Line and first-team All-City by the Philadelphia Daily News. 


Kraig Howe TT 63 23 ooo Dayton, OH Archbishop Alter 
Ranked No. 59 Defensive Tackle and the No. 40 ranked player in Ohio according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..2014 Associated Press All-Ohio co-Defensive Player of the Year... 
First-team all-state selection by AP as a senior and second-team pick as a junior.. Two-time 
first-team All-Southwest Ohio selection by AP, including 2014 Defensive Player of the Year. 


Alec Ingold QB 6-2 oo Green Bay Bay Port 
Ranked No. 61 Dual-Threat Quarterback and the No. 12 ranked player in Wisconsin according 
to the 247Sports Composite...2014 Associated Press Wisconsin Player of the Year.. .First- 
team all-state by AP and Wisconsin Football Coaches Association. ..2014 Gatorade Wisconsin 
Player of the Year. 


Andrew James WR 510 1622 O00 Fort Lauderdale, FL Westminster Academy 
Ranked No. 117 Wide Receiver and the No. 126 ranked player in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite...Two-time honorable mention all-state selection...Competed for 
Team USA in 400 meters at 2014 Summer Youth Olympic Games in Nanjing, China...Won 
gold medal in 400 meters with time of 48.25 and took bronze in 200 meters in 21.50 at U.S. 
Youth Olympic Trials. 
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HBA SPORTS. BADGERS RECRUITING 2015 


Alec Ingold 

The Gatorade State Player of the Year as a senior for Green 
Bay (Wis.) Bay Port, the 6-2, 220-pound Ingold is the type of 
in-state recruit Wisconsin develops into an NFL talent. Ingold 
played quarterback in high schoo! but moves to linebacker in 
Madison, and has the smarts, size and toughness to play at a 
high level. 


SLEEPER 


Cornerback is the biggest need for Paul Chryst and his coaching staff after they saw 
three cornerbacks decommit and head elsewhere in 2014. The Badgers will also be 
looking to load up at receiver. 

— By Steve Wiltfong 


Commitiments 


2azsronr= COMPOSITE 
0 2 17 1 


Average Stars 


Total Stars 61 


National Rank: 34 Bit: 5 


Pos, HL WL Stars 


Austin Kafentzis 6&1 20 ooo Sandy, UT Jordan 
Ranked No. 16 Dual-Threat Quarterback and the No. 7 ranked player in Utah according to the 
247Sports Composite...Utah Gatorade Player of the Year as a sophomore (2012) and senior 
(2014)...Four-time all-state selection...Ranks No. 2 all-time among U.S. preps in total 
offense (20,021 yards) and touchdowns responsible for (218)...Enrolled January 2015. 


David Moorman o 65 25 ooo Pinckney, Ml Northville 
Ranked No. 42 Offensive Tackle and the No. 7 ranked player in Michigan according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..First-team all-state selection by Associated Press. ..First-team all- 
area and first-team All-Kensington Lakes Activities Association...Named All-KLAA as a 
sophomore and junior. 


Chris Orr 1B 60 215 ooo DeSoto, TX DeSoto 
Ranked No. 71 Inside Linebacker and the No. 228 ranked player in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite...Honorable mention all-state by Associated Press. ..Named first-team 
all-district as a junior and senior... Voted DeSoto team MVP as a senior. 


Kyle Penniston TE 65 230 O60 Santa Ana, CA Mater Dei 
Ranked No. 13 Tight End and the No. 46 ranked player in Texas according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Selected to 2015 Under Armour All-America Game...Chose Wisconsin over 
Florida State, Louisville, Miami and Oklahoma...Enrolled January 2015. 


David Pfaff SDE 62 23 ooo Thiensville Homestead 
Ranked No. 61 Strong-Side Defensive End and the No. 5 ranked player in Wisconsin accord- 
ing to the 247Sports Composite...2014 Wisconsin Football Coaches Association Defensive 
Player of the Year...First-team all-state selection by WFCA and Associated Press as a senior 
and junior... Tim Krumrie Award as state's most outstanding senior defensive lineman. 


Olive Sagapolu DT 63 25 ooo Santa Ana, CA Mater Dei 
Ranked No. 49 Defensive Tackle and the No, 99 ranked player in California according to the 
247Sports Composite...First-team All-California Interscholastic Federation for Pac-5 
Division...Chose Wisconsin over Washington State, Boise State and Kansas State. 


Bradrick Shaw RB 25 eoOOo Birmingham, AL Hoover 
Ranked No. 36 Running Back and the No. 14 ranked player in Alabama according to the 
247Sports Composite...Second-team all-state by Alabama Sports Writers Association as a 
senior. ..Helped Hoover win Alabama Class 7A state title for its third-straight state champion- 
ship...Chose Wisconsin over Vanderbilt, Alabama and South Carolina. 


Jordan Stevenson RB O58 185 GOOo Dallas, 1% South Oak Clift 
Ranked No. 204 nationally, ranked No. 17 Running Back and the No. 30 ranked player in 
Texas according to the 247Sports Composite...Second-team all-state selection by the 
Associated Press as a senior...Chose Wisconsin over Oklahoma State and Texas. 


Nick Thomas 1B 62 20 OOo Bradenton, FL IMG Academy 
Ranked No. 56 Inside Linebacker and the No. 229 ranked player in Florida according to the 
247Sports Composite...Helped IMG go 10-1 in 2014 (earning No. 1 ranking in state of 
Florida)...Recipient of Wendy's High School Heisman school award...Named Academic 
Scholar-Athlete as a senior...Enrolled in January 2015. 


Jake Whalen WB 6-2 eoo Wausau West 
Ranked No. 55 Inside Linebacker and the No. 8 ranked player in Wisconsin according to the 
247Sports Composite...First-team all-state selection by Associated Press and Wisconsin 
Football Coaches Association...John Anderson Award as state’s most outstanding senior 
linebacker...Valley Football Association's co-Offensive Player of the Year as a fullback and 
Defensive Player of the Year as a linebacker. 
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eing the No. 1 running back at Wis- 

consin comes with great responsi- 

bility to uphold a level of excellence 
that few positions in college football can 
boast. Now, that role belongs to junior 
Corey Clement. 

One year after Melvin Gordon ran for 
the second-most yards in FBS history, 
won the Doak Walker Award and was a 
Heisman Trophy finalist, it will be up to 
Clement to keep the Badgers’ tailback 
machine rolling. 

“Once he left, I’m like, ‘I’m coming af- 
ter your goals,” Clement said. “That might 
seem crazy, but that’s what drives us.” 

Last season, Clement played a bit part 
in the Melvin Gordon Show. The duo set 
the FBS single-season record for rushing 
yards by a 1-2 combination, but Gordon 
accounted for 2,587 of the 3,536 total 
yards. Clement, meanwhile, rushed for 
949 yards and nine touchdowns on 10.5 
carries per game. 

Clement is the only proven player in 
Wisconsin’s backfield. Dare Ogunbowale, 
a converted cornerback, is the team’s No. 2 
running back. He carried 34 times for 193 
yards and a touchdown last season in 
mop-up duty. Redshirt freshman Taiwan 
Deal is the third option, though he ap- 
peared to close the gap on Ogunbowale 
during the spring. Touted high school tail- 
back Jordan Stevenson will compete for 
playing time when he arrives in the fall. 

“| think he understands now that he’s 
the lead dog, so to speak,” Wisconsin 
running backs coach John Settle said of 
Clement. 

“A lot more is going to be asked of him. 
If there was one thing | would say that 
| want him to show more of is a leader- 
ship role, not only with our position, but of- 
fensively. He’s got to affect the group. And 
that’s the one thing I’ve tried to express 
to him.” 

To expect Clement and Ogunbowale or 
Deal to be as productive as Wisconsin’s 
running back combinations in recent years 
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may be far-fetched. In addition to the inex- 
perience of Ogunbowale and Deal, UW also : 
must replace three long-time starters on : 


the line. 
Still, Clement — with his combination of 


next great Wisconsin tailback. 


“It’s kind of cool just to actually be the : 
captain of your group,” Clement said. “Just 
taking grasp of what you need to do and : 
come out here every day and just come out : 
: Association as a junior and senior. ... Tallied 
nine tackles and a sack in the spring game. 


here with a purpose.” 


: inside linebacker during 


: : the spring. ... One of 
power and speed — figures to eclipse the : 


1,000-yard mark for the first time in his col- : 


lege career and carry on the traditionasthe : ‘ 
: sive lineman Michael 


_ BEST AND BRIGHTEST 


: RB COREY CLEMENT 
After two years as 

: a backup, Clement 

? should carry close to 
20 times a game. ... 
: Rushed for a career- 
: high 164 yards on 
13 carries against Illinois last 

: season. ... Had four 100-yard games last sea- 
: son, including 105 yards against Auburn in the 
bowl game. ... Has improved his pass-catching 
? skills and should be a viable receiving threat 

: out of the backfield. ... Holds the South New 
Jersey high school career record for rushing 

? yards (6,245). 


WR ROB WHEELWRIGHT 
: Could be a starting 
receiver opposite Alex 
: Erickson if he can stay 
? healthy. ... Caught only 
one pass for 17 yards 
: and a touchdown last sea- 
; son after battling early-season 
i; injuries. ... At 6-2, 201, has the body to be 
“=> : a productive, top-level Big Ten receiver. ... 
? Led all receivers in the spring game with 
seven catches for 79 yards and two touch- 
: downs. 


LB TJ. EDWARDS 


Earned first-team reps at 


only two redshirt fresh- 
men, along with offen- 


Dieter, to practice with the 

starting offense or defense in spring practices. 
... Chosen honorable mention all-state by the 
Illinois High School Football Coaches 


+ Photos courtesy of Wisconsin Athletics. 
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WESTERN MICHIGAN | BRONCOS 


MAC rank: 6 Record: 8-5 


BRONCOS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Kalamazoo, Mich. 

COACH: P.J. Fleck — At WMU and overall: 9-16, 2 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kirk Ciarrocca 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ed Pinkham 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1988 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2013 

RETURNING STARTERS: 18: 9 offense, 7 defense, kicker, 
punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Zach Terrell, RB Jarvion Franklin, 
WR Corey Davis, WR Daniel Braverman, CB Ronald Zamort, 
LB Robert Spillane 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The strength of the team is its expe- 
rience. Terrell’s increased leadership and feel for the spread 
attack will be a benefit. Added depth on defense should help 
WMU give opponents different looks in different situations, 
There is speed at linebacker, including from projected back- 
ups Eddie Rolle and Alex Grace, who should complement the 
all-around play of the starters, 

PRIMARY PROBLEMS: Nose tackle is the team's biggest 
question mark. The quarterback depth chart is murky as 
best. Tom Flacco, the younger brother of Baltimore Ravens’ 
QB Joe Flacco, will enter fall camp as the backup, but there's 
not much separation from redshirt freshman Chance Stewart. 


WMU returns nearly every starter and could have 
an even stronger attack than last year, when the Bron- 
cos averaged almost 34 points per game. 

Freshman All-American running back Jarvion 
Franklin became an instant superstar and finished 
a superb first season with 1,551 yards and 24 touch- 
downs as one of the top backs in the country. Franklin 
should again be the centerpiece of WMU's run-frst 
spread offense that’s powered a beefy offensive line. 

Freshman John Keenoy had a superb spring and is 
set to be the starting center. Senior left guard James 
Kristof, an NFL prospect, is a four-year starter. Senior 
left tackle Willie Beavers is a three-year starter. 

Redshirt junior quarterback Zach Terrell had a 
breakout season last year. He threw for 3,443 yards 
and completed nearly 68 percent of his passes as the 
sixth-most efficient QB in the country. His favorite tar- 
get Corey Davis, an NFL-level receiver, returns for his 
junior season after finishing seventh in the country in 
receiving yards last year with 1,408. 


DEFENSE 

The Broncos return seven starters in a 4-3 blitz- 
heavy scheme that took a big step forward last year. 
WMU gave up just under 25 points per game last sea- 
son after giving up more than 35 per contest in 2013. 

WMU doesn’t have a player who can eat up double 
teams the way nose tackle Richard Ash did last year, but 
junior David Curle, sophomore Nick Matich and incom- 
ing freshman Ken Finley will try to do it by committee. 

Strong play up front will free up an athletic line- 
backer corps, which will be the deepest it has been in 
the past three years. 

Sophomore Darius Phillips was a dynamic receiver 
last year, but he moved to corner in the spring to fill 
the big shoes of Donald Celiscar and was impressive. 
He will work opposite senior Ronald Zamort, who fin- 
ished tied with Celiscar with 1.6 passes defended per 
game, which tied for the national lead. 
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MAC record: 6-2 (3rd, West) 


JARVION FRANKLIN 


“It’s a long way to the top of the moun- 
tain from the foundation, but we’ve 
finally gotten out of the foundation 
phase.” 

— Coach P.J. Fleck 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Place-kicker Andrew Haldeman returns for his se- 
nior season after making 14 of 17 field goal attempts 
last year, with a long of 44. Haldeman still struggled at 
times on PATs (51 of 56), and no miss was bigger than 
one that would have tied the score in overtime in a 
20-19 loss to Toledo. Senior punter J. Schroeder re- 
turns after yet another solid season when he finished 
second in the MAC with an average of 42.8 yards. 


OVERALL 

With two consecutive recruiting classes that ranked 
best in the MAC, Western Michigan is finally devel- 
oping the depth needed to be a true contender in the 
conference. A seven-win turnaround last year creates 
increased expectations for 2015, but WMU’s schedule 
is not kind. Michigan State, Sun Belt champ Georgia 
Southern and defending national champion Ohio 
State are on the non-conference slate. Conference 
matchups against MAC East champ Bowling Green, 
overall MAC champion Northern Illinois and Toledo 
await the Broncos in the final three weeks. 
— David Drew 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Carrington Thompson: The 6-2, 162-pounder 
transferred to WMU last year after playing two years 

at Northwood University. He is a fast, athletic weapon 
who can be a game-changer, but he still must prove 
he can play at a high level consistently. 


Stadium: Waldo Stadium (30,200) 


2015 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 
QB 11 | Zach Terrell* 6-1 204 Jr. 
RB 31 | Jarvion Franklin® 6-0 220 So. 
WR 84 | Corey Davis* 6-3 205 Jr. 
WR 8 | Daniel Braverman® 5-10 177 Jr. 
WR 9g Kendrick Roberts® 6-3 208 Sr. 
TE 89 | Eric Boyden” 6-4 251 Sr. 
LT 70 | Willie Beavers® 6-5 309 Sr. 
LG 79 | James Kristof* 6-3 320 Sr. 
C 52 | John Keenoy 6-2 282 Fr. 
RG 72 | Taylor Moton* 6-5 316 Jr. 
RT 77 | Chukwuma Okorafor 6-6 308 So. 
DE 98 | Jarrell McKinney® 6-4 241 Sr. 
DL 68 | David Curle 6-2 291 Jr. 
DL 8 | Cleveland Smith’ 6-1 262 Sr. 
DE 53 | Nathan Braster® 6-5 258 So. 
LB 10 | Robert Spillane® 6-2 235 So. 
LB 40 | Grant DePalma* 5-9 218 Sr. 
LB 38 | Austin Lewis 6-3 230 Jr. 
CB 14 | Darius Phillips 5-10 184 So, 
CB 7 | Ronald Zamort® 5-10 174 Sr. 
s 6 | Asantay Brown 6-0 198 So. 
s 1 | Rontavious Atkins* 6-0 207 Sr. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 45 | AndrewHaldeman® 5-10 180 Sr. 
P 37 | J. Schroeder* 6-0 203 Sr, 
*Returning starters in Bold 

2015 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 MICHIGAN STATE 


Sept. 12 at Georgia Southern 
Sept. 19 MURRAY STATE 
Sept. 26 at Ohio State 
Oct. 10 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Oct. 17 at Ohio 
Oct. 24 MIAMI (0H) 
Oct. 29 at Eastern Michigan 
Nov. 5 BALL STATE 
Nov. 11 BOWLING GREEN 
Nov. 18 at Northern Illinois 
Nov. 27 at Toledo 


2014 RESULTS 


L at Purdue 34-43 
Ww at Idaho 45-33 
Ww MURRAY STATE 45-14 
L at Virginia Tech 17-35 
L TOLEDO (OT) 19-20 
Ww at Ball State 42-38 
w at Bowling Green 26-14 
w OHIO 42-21 
Ww at Miami (0H) 41-10 
W EASTERN MICHIGAN 51-7 
Ww at Central Michigan 32-20 
L NORTHERN ILLINOIS 21-31 
Idaho Potato Bowl 
L vs. Air Force 24-38 


2014 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 33.8 32 
Rushing 170.8 55 
Passing 267.3 34 
Total 438.2 39 
DEFENSE PER GAME RANE 
Scoring 24.9 T-42 
Rushing 153.5 a7 
Passing 217.6 48 
Total 3712 45 
TO MARGIN PER GAME RANK 
+3 +0.23 T-48 
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NOTRE DAME 


For more coverage of the Fighting Irish, visit notredame. 2478ports. com 
STAUIUM: Notre Dame Stadium (80,795) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Sanford 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian VanGorder 


IRISH POISED TO PUSH FOR COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


e last time Brian Kelly overhauled his 
| coaching staff, Notre Dame made an 
unexpected run to the BCS National 
Championship Game. Kelly will bank on 
change again this season with four new as- 
sistants and the opportunity for reinvention, 
which might be the most necessary ingredi- 
ent to challenge for a spot in college foot- 
ball’s four-team playoff. 

Offensive coordinator Mike Sanford has 
just one season of experience in his role. Run- 
ning backs coach Autry Denson has never 
coached on a Power 5. conference staff. Nei- 
ther has defensive backs coach Todd Lyght, 
who has never been a full-time assistant on 
the college level. 

That dynamic means Kelly’s job this season 
will be as much about coaching his coaches 
as running Notre Dame's football program as 
its CEO. That perspective worked three years 
ago with an undefeated regular season. After 
a couple of disappointing follow-up years, 
Kelly plans to roll up his coaching sleeves to 
trigger an encore. 

“I think it’s always been about that for 
me,” Kelly said. 

“You're out in front of it sometimes a lit- 
tle bit more when you have a veteran staff. 
When you have a staff that you’ve got some 
new coaches, you're doing more behind the 
scenes. ’Hey, this is how we do things here.’ 
This is what I expect.” 

If Kelly and the coaching staff evolves, the 
Irish can surprise. 

That means that Kelly, a pass-first play- 
caller, must suppress the urge to throw it, in- 
stead leaning on his most talented offensive 
line since coming to South Bend. That group 
powered the upset of LSU in the Music City 
Bowl, which changed the tone of the entire 
offseason. 

“T think we were capable of doing it, we 
just had to be more consistent,” said right 
guard Steve Elmer. “Every time the play is 
snapped, does the offensive line give the play 
a chance? That’s what we’ve been chasing 
since day one.” 

Notre Dame needs a complementary effort 
from a veteran defense. The most important 
comeback, though, is defensive coordinator 
Brian VanGorder, who gets a second shot at 
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making his NFL system work in college. The 
complexities of his scheme overwhelmed 
Notre Dame’s young defense last fall. 

With so much experience returning, train- 
ing camp shouldn’t be an exercise in self- 
discovery for Notre Dame. Even with the 
necessary reinvention on the coaching staff, 
the Irish have the material to start fast this 
fall, which is essential considering Texas is 
the season-opening opponent in prime time. 

“We can’t wait four or five weeks to find 
out, ‘Oh, well, we’re a running team. We're 
a passing team. We're this, we’re that,’” Kelly 
said. “We want to use those (summer) OTAs 
to really start to establish our DNA and our 
identity as to who we are.” 


OFFENSE 


Kelly didn’t expect spring practice to de- 
cide Notre Dame’s quarterback competition. 

It didn’t. 

But then it resolved itself anyway. 

Everett Golson and Malik Zaire rotated all 
spring as Notre Dame tried to create realis- 
tic conditions for a competition that would 
have dominated training camp in August. 
But then Golson announced in May that he 
would transfer as a graduate student and play 
his final season at Florida State. 

“We, of course, have approached our prep- 
arations for the upcoming season with this 
possibility in mind,” Kelly said in a statement 
after Golson’s announcement. 

Golson was superb to start last season 
before being inflicted with a wave of turn- 
overs. Zaire provided tantalizing glimpses as 
a backup vs. USC and then as the starter vs. 
LSU in the Music City Bowl. With more dy- 
namic athleticism than Golson, Zaire rushed 
22 times for 96 yards, also completing 12 of 
15 passes for 96 yards against the Tigers. He 
accounted for two touchdowns. 

Quarterback competitions have been stan- 
dard under Kelly, but the new certainty at the 
position should be a plus. 

What’s helpful is that Notre Dame has the 
offensive line to allow Zaire to stay a sup- 
porting actor. With left tackle Ronnie Stanley 
back, along with three other starters from the 
Music City Bowl, the Irish have the muscle 
up front to keep Zaire clean and let the run- 


SCHEDULE 


Date 


Sept. 5 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 19 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 31 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 21 
Nov. 28 


Opponent 14 Record 
TEXAS 6-7 
at Virginia 5-7 
GEORGIA TECH 11-3 
MASSACHUSETTS 3-9 
at Clemson 10-3 
NAVY 8-5 
USC 9-4 
at Temple 6-6 
at Pittsburgh 6-7 


WAKE FOREST 3-9 


vs. Boston College (Fenway Park) 7-6 


at Stanford 8-5 


RESULTS 
Se 


Ww RICE 48-17 
W MICHIGAN 31-0 
W vs. Purdue (Indianapolis, IN) 30-14 
W at Syracuse 31-15 
Ww STANFORD 17-14 
W NORTH CAROLINA 50-43 
t at Florida State 27-31 
Ww NAVY 49-39 
L at Arizona State 31-55 
L NORTHWESTERN (01) 40-43 
L LOUISVILLE 28-31 
L at USC 14-49 
Music City Bowl 
W vs. LSU 31-28 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 


an 0D 08 DO OM D 100 
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LOCATION: 
Notre Dame, Ind. 


2014: 


8-5 overall, Independent 


COACH: 
Brian Kelly — At Notre Dame: 45-20, 
5 years; overall: 216-77-2, 25 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


17; 7 offense, 10 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Malik Zaire, WR Will Fuller, 

RB/WR C.J. Prosise, OT Ronnie Stanley, 
DT Sheldon Day, LB Jaylon Smith, 

CB KeiVarae Russell, S Max Redfield 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


This should be Kelly’s best offensive 
line, with Stanley, a potential first- 
rounder, at left tackle. Four of the five 
starters that beat up LSU in the Music 
City Bowl return, and Notre Dame con- 
tinued that smash-mouth approach 
during the spring. Zaire doesn’t have 
to look over his shoulder this season. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


For how much experience the defense 
returns, none of it has proven capable 
of getting to the quarterback. Notre 
Dame finished with a middling 26 
sacks last season, and just 15 of those 
came from the defensive line. On 
offense, will Kelly fully commit to the 
ground game? A true freshman kicker 
is a question, too. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Everett Golson, RB Cam McDaniel, 
TE Ben Koyack, OT Christian Lombard, 
CB Cody Riggs, S Austin Collinsworth, 
K/P Kyle Brindza 


OVERVIEW: 


Notre Dame replaced more assistant 
coaches this offseason than starters. 
The Irish have that much experience 
coming back in what feels like a 
College Football Playoff contender. The 
lingering question — the quarterback 
issue — resolved itself in early May 
when Golson announced his intention 
to transfer. So much for depth at the 
position, but the clarity could be a ben- 
efit to Zaire and the Irish. 


KEY NUMBER: 

§9,4 Percentage of receiving yards that 
Notre Dame returns from last season’s 
team, led by Will Fuller (1,094), Chris 
Brown (548) and Corey Robinson (539). 


Poato by Ric, Tapia con Sportswire via’AP Images 
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WILL FULLER 


ning game be the star. 

Captain Nick Martin is back at center, 
now healthy after a lingering knee injury 
and ligament damage in his thumb limited 
him last season. Tackle Mike McGlinchey 
and guard Steve Elmer round out the line’s 
right side, with former top recruits Quen- 
ton Nelson and Alex Bars battling for the 
left guard spot as redshirt freshmen. 

“T think for me it was pretty clear that 
we've got a very good offensive line,” Kelly 
said. “They're going to be able to control 
the line of scrimmage in most instances, 
and we'll continue to go to our strength.” 

Juniors dominate the skill positions, led 
by receiver Will Fuller, running back Tar- 
ean Folston and tight end Durham Smythe, 
who will be asked to continue the pro- 
gram’s tradition of turning out NFL talent 
at the position. Elite recruit Aliz’e Jones, 
scheduled to arrive this summer to aug- 
ment the tight end spot, could factor into 
the rotation. 

The biggest question on offense is how 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER 
Malik Zaire 
Tarean Folston* 
Will Fuller* 
Chris Brown* 
C.J. Prosise* 
Durham Smythe 
Ronnie Stanley* 
Quenton Nelson 
Nick Martin* 
Steve Elmer* 
Mike McGlinchey 
Justin Yoon 


YR. COMMENT 


*Returning Starter in Bold 


Not tall, but arm is big enough to make offense complete. 
Found stride at midseason, finished with 889 yards. 

Elite deep threat, posted 76 catches for 1,094 yards and 15 TDs. 
Irish hunting for reliable No. 2 WR; Brown has experience. 
The story of ND's spring ball; top speed mixed with strength. 
Barely played last season and will be asked to log major reps. 
Returned to school despite getting a second-round grade. 
Top recruit coming off a redshirt year. A mauler at guard, 
Should be a two-time captain like his older brother Zack. 
Moved from tackle to guard in September. 

At 6-7, 310 pounds, a prototype offensive tackle. 

Under Armour All-American defaults into the job. 


DeShone Kizer, So. 
Greg Bryant, Jr. 
Corey Holmes, So. 
Corey Robinson, Jr. 
Amir Carlisle, Sr. 
Tyler Luatua, So. 
Hunter Bivin, Jr. 
Alex Bars, Fr. 

Sam Mustipher, Fr. 
John Montelus, Jr. 
Mark Harrell, Sr. 
Tyler Newsome, So. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER 

Isaac Rochell* 
Sheldon Day* 
Jarron Jones* 
Romeo Okwara* 
Jaylon Smith* 
Nyles Morgan 
James Onwualu* 
KeiVarae Russell 
Cole Luke* 
Max Redfield* 
Elijah Shumate* 
Tyler Newsome 

*Returning Starter in Bold 


YR. _ COMMENT 


the reshuffled staff co-exists. New offen- 
sive coordinator Mike Sanford displaced 
long-time Kelly assistant Mike Denbrock, 
who remained on staff as associate head 
coach. Kelly also brought back Jeff Quinn, 
his former offensive coordinator at Cincin- 
nati and Central Michigan, as an offensive 
analyst. 

Kelly made it clear he’ll call plays for 
now. 

“Right now, I’m more ready to be the 
play-caller until all these guys are in a po- 
sition where they can take more of a role 
offensively,” Kelly said. “(Sanford) really 
is somebody capable of doing all of those 
things, but not at this time. His focus right 
now is working with the quarterbacks.” 


DEFENSE 


The secondary is primed to rebound 
after a dismal debut in Brian VanGorder’s 
complex NFL scheme. 

It started poorly before it started at all, 
when top cornerback KeiVarae Russell was 


One of ND's most improved last year; a solid run stuffer. 
Just one sack last season, despite pass-rush potential. 
Offseason foot surgery makes conditioning a question. 
Led Irish with four sacks, but must improve on pass rush. 
All-American potential entering second year at inside ‘backer. Te'von Coney, Fr. 
Athletically superior, but lacks experience of older options. 
Converted receiver growing into the position. 

Back from season-long suspension and into starting lineup. 
Solid cover corner, but doesn't own great speed on the edge. 
Elite athlete who seemed to grasp the defense this spring. 
Big hitter who improved mentally last offseason. 

Redshirt is off, and Irish are confident in Georgia product. 


Grant Blankenship, So. 
Jay Hayes, So. 
Jerry Tillery, Fr. 
Andrew Trumbetti, So. 


Joe Schmidt, Sr.* 
Greer Martini, So. 
Nick Watkins, So. 
Devin Butler, Jr. 
Avery Sebastian, Sr. 
Drue Tranquill, So. 
Justin Yoon, Fr. 


suspended for the season last August dur- 
ing an academic misconduct investigation. 
Then, safety Austin Collinsworth got hurt 
in the final practice before the opener and 
never returned to full health. 

Elijah Shumate and Max Redfield, Notre 
Dame's top athletes at safety, got yanked 
from the lineup in November as the de- 
fense collapsed. Only season-ending inju- 
ries to Collinsworth (shoulder) and Drue 
Tranquill (ACL) ended their exiles to the 
bench. 

Now, Shumate and Redfield have their 
collective heads wrapped around Van- 
Gorder’s defense, giving the Irish some 
hope that the brutal second half of last sea- 
son won’t be repeated. 

In a four-game skid against Arizona 
State, Northwestern, Louisville and USC, 
Notre Dame allowed 178 points. The Irish 
allowed 124 points during the entire 2012 
regular season during their run to the BCS 
national title game. 

“Last year, I was still questionable on a 
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Ronnie Stanley, OT, Senior 

NDS Rank: No. 1 OT in 2016 class 

“When | did an early mock draft, he was No. 2 overall. If he had come out last year, you 
could make the argument he would have been the first OT drafted. He looks the part. He can 
grow in a few areas, but you can’t help but be encouraged by his natural traits. He has long 
arms, but it’s one thing to have long arms, it’s another to know how to use them. He knows 


how to use them.” 


Jaylon Smith, LB, Junior 
NDS Rank: No. 2 OLB in 2017 class 


TOP 3 NFL PROSPECTS 


Sheldon Day, DT, Senior 
NDS Rank: No. 1 DT in 2016 class 


“He’s such a fluid athlete. He moves like he could be a running back or a cornerback. With 
his quickness, he is able to make up for a lost step here and there. If we were comparing 
him to Manti Te’o, Te’o was so good in his timing and putting himself in the right position to 
make plays. That is where Smith is still improving.” 


“He needs to stay healthy. That’s the biggest thing. He’s a little bit of a tweener. He plays a 
lot of five-technique for Notre Dame, and you can see the lateral quickness, the body con- 
trol. He’s very active, very rangy. He breaks down well in space and avoids blockers.” 


— Dane Brugler, NFLDraftScout.com 


lot of things,” Shumate said. “Now I feel 
I just need to work on my game. I feel so 
comfortable; I feel so confident in the de- 
fense now. I just want to go out there and 
just play.” 

VanGorder has 10 starters back. Only 
Cody Riggs was lost from last year’s start- 
ing lineup, but Russell’s comeback negates 
that. 

The entire front seven returns, with star 
linebacker Jaylon Smith set inside follow- 
ing a position switch that didn’t always 
take last fall. Middle linebacker is a ques- 
tion only because the Irish have too many 
options in Nyles Morgan, Joe Schmidt and 
Jarrett Grace. Schmidt suffered a season- 
ending injury against Navy last season, 
depriving the scheme of a sound middle 
linebacker. 

A defensive line ravaged by injuries is 
close to healthy, with its reinforcements 
also improved. 


366.2 


“That NFL scheme, after a year we feel a 
lot more comfortable in it,” Redfield said. 
“The communication is a lot more appar- 
ent and a lot more evident.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kyle Brindza represents the biggest loss 
off last year’s roster despite struggling in 
November. He handled field goals, punts 
and kickoffs and left with at least a piece of 
a dozen school records. His final kick was 
a game-winning field goal to beat LSU in 
the Music City Bowl. The Irish staff doesn’t 
want one specialist to handle all three 
jobs, but Brindza was too good to deny the 
workload. 

Incoming freshman Justin Yoon will kick 
field goals after setting records in the Un- 
der Armour All-American Game for most 
field goals (three) and longest (47 yards) 
last January. Redshirt freshman Tyler New- 
some takes over at punter. 


27 
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MALIK ZAIRE 


Holder might be the most interesting 
specialist’s spot after the Irish benched 
Hunter Smith last season and struggled 
with Malik Zaire as his replacement. Back- 
up quarterback DeShone Kizer takes over, 
at least for now. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


For the first time in 99 years, the Irish 
won't play a Big Ten team. Notre Dame's 
deal with the ACC helped end the Michi- 
gan rivalry and make those series with Pur- 
due and Michigan State intermittent. The 
result is a schedule that is short on brand 
names but is also sneaky good. 

Notre Dame opens in prime time at 
home against Texas, but the schedule’s 
trap doors start coming a few weeks later 
against ACC runner-up Georgia Tech. 
October is brutal with a road trip to Clem- 
son and then Navy — don’t laugh — at 
home a week later. The Irish are 2-6 the 
week after facing the Midshipmen’s triple- 
option attack in the past eight seasons. 
This year, USC falls into that hangover slot. 

The Shamrock Series — Notre Dame’s 
annual home game away from home — 
is Boston College at Fenway Park. The an- 
nual West Coast trip closes the slate at 
Stanford. 

— Pete Sampson 
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NOTEBOOK 


S: months after his injury, Jarrett Grace ar- 


rived at spring practice with a cane. The 
multiple fractures suffered six games into 
his junior season weren't healing. There would be 
more surgery, more setbacks and a new metal rod 
inserted into Grace's leg. 

People questioned whether Grace would ever 
play again as last season came and went without 
notice. 

Whatever role Grace plays in the opener against 
Texas — he ran with the second-team defense all 
spring — it will mark the end of a 23-month rehab 
that tested the linebacker physically and spiritually, 
threatening to end his career before it really started. 

“tt is kind of like the return of myself, of Jarrett 
back on the field, back into the life | want people to 
see me,” Grace said. “I want people to see the way 
| play the game.” 

© Alex Bars and Quenton Nelson arrived at 
Notre Dame together last summer. Then they took a 
redshirt together, billed as the next generation along 
the offensive line. Soon they'll separate, one wining 
the starting left guard position while the other falls 
into a reserve role. 

Bars and Nelson rotated with the first-team all 
spring, with the staff content to let the competition 
spill into training camp. Kelly advertised Nelson as 
the mauler, and he’s the heaviest player on the ros- 
ter at 6-5, 325 pounds. Bars is listed at 6-6, 316 
pounds. 

“We know if you put a guy in front of (Nelson), 
he’s going to win a one-on-one matchup,” Kelly 
said. “(Bars) is really nimble and moves his feet 
well. We wanted to see Nelson continue to improve, 
and that's where he’s gotten better each and every 
week.” 

¢ If Jarron Jones (foot surgery) doesn’t get back 
into game shape by the opener, Notre Dame could 
start a true freshman at nose guard against Texas. 
The Irish might be fine with that considering Jerry 
Tillery’s first spring. Tillery, recruited as an offen- 
sive tackle, ran with the starting defense from his 
first practice. 

“He’s just a unique player,” Kelly said. “One that 
| can’t remember that I've coached.” 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


On the offense: "The big story is going to be the 
quarterback, but we didn't see (Malik) Zaire last sea- 
son. We saw (Everett) Golson, and the plan was to 
pressure him all the time. He did a lot of good, but we 
also got the big plays from our D that we were looking 
for. Not saying it was all his fault. We also won the 
battle up front, but there is a lot to like about their 
Offensive line." 

On the defense: "With the first-round talent there, 
they should have been — can be — better if they can 
all get healthy. It'll be interesting to see how Keivarae 
Russell comes back. I'm not saying he'll be their best 
defender, but he's impressive athletically. These guys 
were short-handed when we played them, but they 
fought." 


FIGHTING IRISH SPRING ROSTER 


Quarterbacks Pos. HL Wt = Yr. Hometown 55 Jonathan Bonner DL 6-3 275 So. Chesterfield, MO 
5 Everett Golson QB 6-0 200 Sr. —_‘MyrtleBeach,SC_ 75 Daniel Cage DL 60 315 So. Cincinnati, OH 
14 DeShoneKizer _ 08 6-4 230 So. Toledo,OH_ = $1 Sheldon Day = DL_—«G-2_— 285 Sr. Indianapolis 
4 Montgomery VanGorder QB 6-0 215 So. Buford,GA 97 Micah Dew-Treadway DL 6-4 295 Fr. Bolingbrook, IL 
8 _Malik Zaire 0B 60 222 J Kettering, OH 95 Marquis Dickerson DL 6-1 285 Jr. Marianna, AR 
tN DL 6-3 285 So. Brooklyn, NY 

ah 94 Jam DL 65 315 Sr. Rochester, NY 

a 64 RyanKilander __DL_6-0 310 _So._Rancha Santa Margarita, CA 

ae 89 JacobMatuska DL 6-4 295 J. Columbus, OH 

= 87 PatrickMaza = DL_ 7-277. Gilen Ellyn, IL 

x 96 PeterMokwuah DL 6-3 317 So. _Staten Island, NY 

45 Romeo Okwara DL 6-4 260 Sr. Charlotte, NC 

90 Isaac Rochell DL 6-3 287 Jr. _—_—_‘ McDonough, GA 

99 Jerry Tillery DL 66 300 Fr Shreveport, LA 

98 Andrew Trumbetti DL 6-3 255 So. Demarest, NJ 

33. Jhonny Williams DL 6-4 260 So. _Benton Harbor, MI 


Hometown 


Palm Beach Gardens, FL 


4 Te'von Coney LB 6-0 230 Fr 
42 Michael Deeb LB 6-2 255 Jr Plantation, FL 
59 Jarrett Grace LB 6-2 253 Sr, Cincinnati, OH 
43 Kolin Hill 1B 6-1 230 So. Schertz, TX 
52 Austin Larkin 1B 6-3 245 dt. San Ramon, CA 
48 Greer Martini LB 6-2 240 So. Cary, NC 
5 _Nyles Morgan 1B 6-1 237 So. Crete, IL 
17 James Onwualu 1B OG-1 220) sr. Saint Paul, MN 
44 DougRandolph LB 6-2 240 Jr. Richmond, VA_ 
38 Joe Schmidt 1B 6-0 235 Sr. Orange, CA 
9 Jaylon Smith 1B 6-2 235 Jr Fort Wayne 
Defensive Backs Pos. HK Wh Yr. Hometown 
25 Travis Allen DB 6-0 180 Sr Lansing, Ml 
34 JesseBongiovi CB 5-9 193 Jr Brooklyn, NY 
12 Devin Butler CB 6-0 195 Jr Washington, DC 
47 Connor Cavalaris CB 5-11 195 Sr. Lake Forest, IL 
A an a eee a Matthias Farley CB 5-11 205 Sr. Charlotte, NC 
70 Hunter Bivin OL 65 302 Jr Owensboro, KY oe Luke cet 190 te Peadioc 2 
Sam Bush OL 63 305 So. Newport Beach,CA > sak ani rr se sae 
Tseng Bye 64 25 _f Geese’, 29 Nicky Baratti Ss 6&4 Sr. Tomball, TK 
79 Steve Elmer 65 315 Jr Midland, MI 
sy ark lla ener Ss Charlotte, nc “Eamon McOsker _$ _5-11 Sr. San Pedro, CA 
66 Tisten Hoge 4 a Pocatello, ip 39_Drew Recker S54 J. Lindenhurst, IL 
72 Wick Martin Oo 64 a & indianapolis 10 Max Redfield S 6-1 198 Jr Mission Viejo, CA 
Mike McGlinchey OL 6-7 310 Jr. _—Philadelphia,pa 2 Elijah Shumate _S 6-0 213 Sr __East Orange, J 
62 ColinMcGovem OL 6-4 315 Jr. New Lenox, 23_DrueTranguill ___S 641 225 So. Fort Wayne 
John Montelus OL «6-4 310 Jr. Everett,MA 31_John Turner S60 25 Sr. Indianapolis 
53 oL 
56 oL 
78 OL 


| ee | 
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W. Fuller 13 76 41094 144 15 75 = 84.2 
C.Robinson 13 40 539 13.5 5 3200 415 
C. Brown 13 39548 «14.1 1 49 42.2 


NAME GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 


T.Folston 13 175 «6911 0 22 889 6 26 «68.4 
G.Bryant 12 54 300 «11 (289) 54 3 27) 241 
E.Golson 13 114 «= 532, 249283 2.5 8 


Tackles for loss: J. Smith 9, S. Day 7.5, J. Jones 7.5, |. Rochell 7.5 
Sacks: R. Okwara 4, J. Smith 3.5, M. Farley 3.5 
Interceptions: M. Farley 4, C. Luke 4, J, Schmidt 2 
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PORTS. FIGHTING IRISH RECRUITING 2015 


Jerry Tillery 
Was a blue-chip offensive tackle recruit had a great senior sea- 


Notre Dame as a defensive tackle. He'll be a dominant one too. 
At 6-6, 300-pounds, Tillery brings the size and athleticism to 
the Notre Dame defensive front that the Irish were missing in 
2014. Enrolled early, 


Shaun Crawford 

Notre Dame is missing a comerback that can run with quicker slot- 
types and the Lakewood (Ohio) St. Edward standout certainly fills the 
void, Arguably the top recruit out of Ohio in 2015, Crawford is a fluid 
athlete with big-time speed. 


Aliz’e Jones 
. The nation’s top-ranked tight end out of Las Vegas (Nev.) Bishop 

, Gorman should see the field immediately, complimenting incumbent 
starter to the position Durham Smythe from day one. Jones is a 
stretch-the-field tight end that will bring game to South Bend similar 
to Tyler Eifert. By the time Jones leaves Notre Dame, he should be 
a complete player that can also impact the game as a blocker. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


HL WL Stars 


Josh Adams RB 6-2 208 @OO0 Warrington, PA Central Bucks South 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 304 prospect overall, No. 26 running back and No. 9 prospect in 
Pennsylvania according to the 247Sports Composite...Rushed for 2,089 yards and 28 touch- 
downs as a sophomore...Missed junior season due to knee injury...Rushed for 1,558 yards and 
25 touchdowns and had 233 receiving yards and four scores as a senior. 


Josh Barajas OB 63 215 GOGO Menillville Andrean 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 137 prospect overall, No. 9 outside line- 
backer and No. 1 prospect in Indiana according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 92 tackles, 
eight sacks and one interception as a senior. 


Asmar Bilal WB 62 265 O00 Indianapolis Ben Davis 
U.S, Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 184 prospect overall, No. 6 inside line- 
backer and No. 3 prospect in Indiana according to the 247Sports Composite...Recorded 155 
tackles and six sacks as a senior. 


Miles Boykin WR 64 20 OOO60 NewLenox, IL Providence Catholic 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 196 prospect overall, No. 25 wide receiver and No. 3 prospect in Illinois accord- 
ing to the 247Sports Composite...Had 65 receptions for 1,035 yards and 19 touchdowns as a senior. 


Nick Coleman 0 170 O00 Archbishop Alter 
Ranked as the nation's No. 64 cornerback and No. 30 prospect in Ohio according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Had 48 tackles, five tackles for loss and three interceptions on defense and rushed 
for 1,125 yards and 13 touchdowns as a senior. 


Tevon 18 60 230 ©@OO PaimBeach Gardens, A Palm Beach Gardens 
Enrolled in January... Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 311 prospect overall, 
No. 11 inside linebacker and No. 45 prospect in Florida according to the 247Sports Composite... 


Recorded 136 tackles, 12 tackles for loss, three interceptions and two interceptions as a senior. 


Shaun Crawtord CB 59 177 OOOO Lakewood, 0H St Edward 
Under Armour All-American. ..Ranked as the nation’s No. 113 prospect overall, No. 14 cornerback 
and No. 5 prospect in Ohio according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Had 91 tackles, eight tackles 
for loss, 17 pass breakups and seven interceptions as a senior. 


Micah Dew-Treadway SDE 64 28 OO0 i Bolingbrook 
Enrolled in January... Ranked as the nation’s No. 29 strongside defensive end and No. 9 prospect 
in Illinois according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 50 tackles, 15 tackles for loss, eight sacks 
and four forced fumbles in 2014. 


Nico Fertitta S$ 59 175 O00 Las Vegas, NV Bishop Gorman 
U.S. Army All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 68 safety and No. 4 prospect in Nevada 
according to the 247Sports Composite...Son of UFC co-owner Lorenzo Fertitta. 


Jalen WR 6&1 19 OOO Allen, TK Allen 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 61 wide receiver and No. 67 prospect in Texas according to the 
247Sports Composite. ..Caught 82 passes for 1,770 yards and 22 touchdowns as a senior. 


Tristen 0 64 21 GOGO Pocatello, ID Highland 
Enrolled in January... U.S. Army All-American... Ranked as the nation’s No. 89 prospect overall, No. 1 
center and No. 1 prospect in Idaho according to the 247Sports Composite... Named 2014 All-USA First 
Team by USA TODAY... Nephew of former Pittsburgh Steelers RB and ESPN analyst Merril Hoge. 


Aliz’e Jones TE 64 218 GOOG Las Vegas, NV Bishop Gorman 
U.S. Army All-American... Ranked as the nation's No. 62 prospect overall, No. 1 tight end and 
No. 1 prospect in Nevada according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 41 receptions for 930 
yards and 13 touchdowns as a senior. 


son on the defensive side of the ball and will begin his career at 


Jalen Guyton 

Was a dominant high school football player for national power 
Allen (Texas) High, but played in the shadow of blue-chip 
quarterback recruit Kyler Murray. He definitely helped Murray 
become the recruit he was as a reliable target and big-play 
receiver that caught 35 touchdown passes his final two sea- 
sons. 


SLEEPER 


Notre Dame will be looking for two things above all in the 2016 recruiting class, 
length in the secondary and dynamic pass-rushers. The Irish took five defensive 
backs in 2015, but none had great size, and the Irish will target long and tall corner- 
backs this cycle. Notre Dame has taken several capable interior defensive linemen 
over the past couple of recruiting classes, but until someone steps up and proves they 
can go get the quarterback, Kelly and his staff will pursue potential difference makers 
off the edge. 

— By Steve Wiltfong 


Committments 


2az7srenrs COMPOSITE 
O 144 10 0 


Average Stars 


Total Stars 


National Rank: 13 


Trevor Ruhland 0&6 64 270 O00 Cary, Ik 

Ranked as the nation's No. 33 offensive guard and No. 8 prospect in Illinois according to 
yi 247Sports Composite... Father, Matt, was an All-Big Ten defensive lineman at lowa 
(1986-1990). 


C.J. Sanders WR 59 177 @@OO Sherman Oaks, CA Notre Dame 
Ranked as the nation's No. 283 prospect overall, No. 33 wide receiver and No, 38 prospect in 
California according to the 247Sports Composite... Son of former Ohio State and Houston Oilers/ 
Tennessee Titans WR Chris Sanders. 


Equanimeous St Brown WR 6-5 205 @@O60 Anahelm,CA Servite 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation's No. 160 prospect overall, No. 19 wide 
receiver and No. 24 prospect in California according to the 247Sports Composite. 


Elijah Taylor DT 63 285 G@OOC Cincinnali, OH Archbishop Moeller 
Ranked as the nation's No. 318 prospect overall, No. 21 defensive tackle and No. 14 prospect in 
Ohio according to the 247Sports Composite. ..Had 88 tackles, 15 tackles for loss and 12 sacks 
as a senior. 


DT 65 25 ooo Indianapolis Park Tudor 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 32 defensive tackle and No. 6 prospect in Indiana according to the 
247Sports Composite...Had 91 tackles, 18 tackles for loss, 12 sacks and four forced fumbles as 
a senior. 


deny Tillery OT 66 300 ©GOO Shreveport, LA Evangel Christian Academy 

Enrolled in January... U.S. Army All-American... Ranked as the nation’s No. 158 prospect 

abate 11 offensive tackle and No. 5 prospect in Louisiana according to the 247Sports 
mposite. 


Bo Wallace Ob 65 2133 O00 New Orleans, LA John Curtis 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 354 prospect overall, No. 26 outside linebacker and No. 14 prospect 
in Louisiana according to the 247Sports Composite...Had 52 tackles, 16 tackles for loss and nine 
sacks as a senior. 


Ashton White A 5-11 1822 OOO District Heights, MD Bishop McNamara 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 44 athlete and No. 6 prospect in Maryland according to the 247Sports 
Composite... Third-team All-WCAC selection in 2014. 


Dexter Williams RB OG 192 GOGO Winter Ganien, FL West Orange 
Ranked as the nation’s No. 94 prospect overall, No, 11 running back and No. 16 prospect in Florida 
according to the 247Sports Composite. .. Originally committed to Miami. 


Mykelti Williams $ 60 1% OOo Indianapolis Warren Central 
Ranked as the nation's No. 29 safety and No. 4 prospect in Indiana according to the 247Sports 
Composite...Had 74 tackles and seven interceptions as a senior. 


Brandon Wimbush 0B 62 25 OOOO Jersey City,NJ St Peters Prep 
Under Armour All-American.,.Ranked as the nation's No. 45 prospect overall, No. 3 dual-threat 
quarterback and No. 2 prospect in New Jersey according to the 247Sports Composite... Originally 
Committed to Penn State...Completed 191 of 264 passes for 3,151 yards with 36 touchdowns 
and four interceptions as a senior. 


K 511 18 OOo Milton, MA Milton Academy 
Under Armour All-American...Ranked as the nation’s No. 2 kicker according to the 
247Sports Composite... Made three field goals (47, 32 and 31 yards) in the Under Armour 
All-American Bowl. 


i 
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PLAYER PROFILE 55! Ali BRIGHTEST 


ax Redfield went flying, which 
\V mean C.J. Prosise kept soaring. 
Prosise, Notre Dame's senior 
safety-turned-receiver-turned-running 
back, was the program’s best spring story, 
right down to the shoulder he drove into 
Redfield’s chest during the Blue-Gold 
Game. Instead of running out of bounds 
late in the third quarter of that exhibition, 
Prosise put an exclamation point on an 
offseason that elevated him from versatile 
reserve to potential starter at two posi- 
tions. 

Brian Kelly moved Prosise to running 
back last winter, seemingly as an emergency 
measure behind junior Tarean Folston and 
Greg Bryant. Now, Notre Dame’s best back 
might be playing his third position in four 
years. 

“He’s a guy that you’re going to fear,” 
Kelly said. “He'll get every opportunity to 
take over a starting position, whether it’s 
at wide receiver or whether it’s at running 
back. 

“It’s our job to get the best 11 players on 
the field, and right now it’s hard to make the 
case that he’s not one of the best 11.” 

Prosise’s ascension ranked among Notre 
Dame’s biggest spring practice surprises, 
but maybe it shouldn’t have been. Prosise 
led the Irish in yards per carry (12.6) and 
yards per reception last season (17.8). That 
stat line included a 50-yard touchdown run 
against LSU in the Music City Bowl. 

Still, Prosise was a regional recruit from 
the Woodberry Forest School, a small pri- 
vate boarding campus in rural Virginia. 
Beyond Notre Dame, his offer list out of 
high school was limited to mid-tier ACC 
schools. Now, he could be the pivotal of- 
fensive player on a College Football Playoff 
contender. 

“C.J.’s as good a player as we've got on 
the offensive football team right now, in my 
Opinion,” receivers coach Mike Denbrock 
said. 

Prosise spent the spring learning from 
new running backs coach Autry Denson, 


C.J. PROSISE 


took over the position in January. The les- 
sons seem to have taken. 


“Who else would | really want to coach 
me up than the best running back to ever : 
defense as an early 
? enrollee during spring 
Taig Ostonl. | ball and will be relied 
So is incoming prospect Dexter Williams. : on this season as Jarron 


; Jones returns from foot sur- 


play here?” Prosise said. 
Folston and Bryant are Notre Dame’s na- 
tional recruits at the running back position. 


But it’s Prosise who will enter training camp 
with the most buzz. 


“He’s faster than he looks,” said line- : 
backer Jaylon Smith. “He’s one of those : 
rare guys that has another gear. When he : 
flicks in to it, there’s really nothing you can : 
é a month before enrolling because the Irish 
: needed help on defense. ... Took an official 
visit to Dartmouth during his recruitment. 


do.” 


For more coverage visit lindyssports.com/college-football/big-ten/notredame 


Versatile Reserve May Be Irish’s BestRB | 1” UT Same 


The prototype outside 

? linebacker moved 

? inside last season, 
learning on the job, but 
_ he still grabbed some All- 
? American honors to make 

good on his five-star recruiting ranking. ... 

: Led Irish with 112 tackles; the next closest 

? linebacker had just 68. ... Started immediately 
as a freshman and needed just eight games to 
: notch an interception, fumble recovery and 

: forced fumble — a trifecta Manti Te’o needed 
: 39 games to hit. ... Brother Rod Smith played 

: for Urban Meyer at Ohio State. 


: EMERGING STAR 
: WR WILL FULLER 


? He was inexplicably left 
off the Biletnikoff watch 
? list despite posting the 

? best sophomore season 


in Notre Dame history, 


: topping the production 

_ } of Michael Floyd and Golden Tate. ... Fuller’s 
15 receiving touchdowns tied the single-sea- 

? son school record. ... Finished with 76 catches 
; and 1,094 yards after a quiet freshman year of 
i just six receptions for 160 yards and one 

? score. ... The one-time Penn State commit 


; ; : flipped during that school’s scandal investigation. 
Notre Dame’s all-time leading rusher who : 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DT JERRY TILLERY 


gery. ... Conditioning won't be a question as 
Tillery competed in triathlons in high school, 
even at 6-6, 300 pounds. ... Recruited as an 
offensive tackle, he switched sides about 


+ Photos courtesy of Notre Dame Athletics, 
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PITTSBURGH 


For more coverage of the Panthers, visit pittsburgh.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jim Chaney 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Josh Conklin 


STADIUM: Heinz Field (65,050) 


OFFENSE TO CARRY PANTHERS WHILE DEFENSE PROGRESSES 


itt doesn’t actually change head foot- 
p= coaches every season; it only seems 
that way. 

Heck, the Panthers got three whole seasons 
out of their last coach, Paul Chryst, which, 
considering the recent history of the pro- 
gram, almost makes him a lifer. 

But Chryst left for his dream job at Wis- 
consin, and that meant another offseason 
of transition for the Panthers, who have 
had eight different head coaches (counting 
interim coaches) since the start of the 2010 
season. This coaching change, however, also 
led to the ouster of longtime athletic direc- 
tor Steve Pederson, as his recent luck in hir- 
ing football coaches has not been good. 

The combination of the firing of Pederson, 
who had become increasingly unpopular as 
the football program became mired in medi- 
ocrity, and the hiring of coach Pat Narduzzi 
has seemingly energized the fan base in every 
tangible way. 

That’s because Narduzzi, who was formerly 
the defensive coordinator at Michigan State, 
has taken the town by storm with an aggres- 
sive approach to his job. It certainly helps 
that Narduzzi is from right up the road in 
Youngstown, Ohio, and possesses many of 
the same blue-collar values of the people in 
Western Pennsylvania, but it goes beyond 
that. He has a keen understanding of how 
to use social media and traditional media to 
keep fans engaged. 

A great example of this is the “Pat signal” 
that Narduzzi puts out on Twitter every time 
a player commits to the Panthers. He also has 
his assistant coaches tweeting out “recruit- 
ing” maps and pictures of places where they 
are recruiting; they have used hashtags like 
#TeamNoSleep to describe their non-stop 
efforts to find players across the country. 

This approach has been in stark contrast to 
the notoriously understated Chryst. 

But it should be noted that Chryst did well 
to rebuild the talent base, so the cupboard 
isn’t bare for the new staff, which needs to 
put on the finishing touches. 


OFFENSE 


One of Narduzzi’s first and most important 
decisions was to hire offensive coordinator 


Jim Chaney from Arkansas, mostly because 
he liked Chaney’s reputation as an aggressive 
play-caller and master of developing quarter- 
backs. 

Should be a good match. 

Narduzzi, known for his defensive prow- 
ess, inherits an offense that should be one 
of the best in the ACC. The Panthers return 
an experienced quarterback and as much 
skill position talent as anyone in the con- 
ference. 

Junior quarterback Chad Voytik looks to 
build on a solid first season as the starter, 
when he completed 176 of 287 passes for 
2,233 yards, with 16 touchdown passes and 
seven interceptions. 

Voytik is also a good runner, but the run- 
ning game is already in good hands with 
junior James Conner, a 6-2, 250-pounder 
with a great combination of power and 
speed. 

Conner was named the ACC Player of the 
Year last season after rushing 298 times for 
1,765 yards (5.9 per carry). His 26 touch- 
downs broke Tony Dorsett’s single-season 
school record, 

With Conner powering the offense, the 
Panthers averaged 249.5 yards rushing, the 
nation’s 15th-best rushing attack. The pass- 
ing game is potent, too, thanks to All-Ameri- 
can receiver Tyler Boyd, who caught 78 pass- 
es for 1,261 yards and eight touchdowns last 
season. 

Chaney, shortly after he was hired, was 
asked what he expected the offense to look 
like. He fired off this great one-liner: 

“I’m not sure entirely, but I figure we will 
throw it to the tall, skinny kid and hand it 
off a bunch to that big son of a gun in the 
backfield,” he said with a laugh. 

In addition to Boyd, Pitt has a host 
of younger receivers, as well as two pass- 
catching tight ends — J.P Holtz and Scott 
Orndoff. At wideout, watch for junior Don- 
tez Ford, who had an excellent spring and 
showed he can be a playmaker opposite 
Boyd. 

Three starters return along the offensive 
line, and there are plenty of other good op- 
tions as Paul Chryst made rebuilding this 
unit a recruiting priority. 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 14 Record 
Sept.5 YOUNGSTOWN STATE 7-5 
Sept. 12 at Akron 5-7 
Sept. 19 at lowa 7-6 
Oct. 3 at Virginia Tech 7-6 
Oct. 10 VIRGINIA 5-7 
Oct. 17 at Georgia Tech 11-3 
Oct. 24 at Syracuse 3-9 
Oct.29 NORTH CAROLINA 6-7 
Nov. 7 NOTRE DAME 8-5 
Nov. 14 at Duke 9-4 
Nov. 21 LOUISVILLE 9-4 
Nov. 27 MIAMI 6-7 


RESULTS 


W DELAWARE 62-0 
W at Boston College 30-20 
W at FIU 42-25 
L IOWA 20-24 
L AKRON 10-21 
L at Virginia 19-24 
W VIRGINIA TECH 21-16 
L GEORGIA TECH 28-56 
L DUKE (207) 48-51 
L at North Carolina 35-40 
W SYRACUSE 30-7 
W at Miami 35-23 
Armed Forces Bowl 
L vs. Houston 34-35 


10-YEAR 
WINNING TREND 
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LOCATION: 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 


2014: 
6-7 overall, 4-4 ACC (T-3rd, Coastal) 


COACH: 


Pat Narduzzi — At Pitt and overall, 
1st year 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


16; 8 offense, 6 defense, kicker, 
punter 


PLAYERS 10 WATCH: 

QB Chad Voytik, RB James Conner, 
WR Tyler Boyd, OT Adam Bisnowaty, 
TE J.P. Holtz, NT Khaynin Mosley- 
Smith, MLB Matt Galambos, 

CB Lafayette Pitts 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


Pitt should not have many issues 
scoring points with explosive play- 
makers on the outside and one of 
the best tailbacks in the country. 
The offensive line is experienced, 
and Voytik developed as a passer 
late last season. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


The Panthers’ defense was not 
good last year. While the arrival of 
Narduzzi should help a great deal, 
there isn’t a lot of depth or speed. 
He’ll need time to make Pitt’s 
defense anything like he had 

at Michigan State. 


KEY LOSSES: 

WR Manasseh Garner, 

OT T.J. Clemmings, LB Todd 
Thomas, LB Anthony Gonzalez, 
S Ray Vinopal 


OVERVIEW: 

The arrival of Narduzzi has created 
plenty of buzz, but the Panthers are 
probably still a couple of recruiting 
classes away from being a legiti- 
mate contender for the ACC title. 
However, the offense should be 
explosive enough for Pitt to be an 
intriguing team to watch. Certainly, 
a winning record and an eighth 
consecutive trip to a bowl game 
should be expected, but anything 
more is a bonus. 


KEY NUMBER: 

249.5 Pitt ranked 15th in the NCAA 
and third in the ACC in rushing yards 
per game. It was the Panthers’ best 

rushing output since 1988. 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


JAMES CONNER 


DEFENSE 


Narduzzi’s introduction to Pitt football 
was his visit to the Armed Force’s Bowl in 
January. He watched the Panthers give up 
29 fourth-quarter points while the team 
blew a 34-13 lead in a 35-34 loss to Houston. 

It was an all too familiar performance 
by the Panthers defense, highlighting all 
of the issues they had — from scheme to 
depth to experience. 

The second half of the season was partic- 
ularly troublesome. Four of the final six op- 
ponents scored 30 or more points against 
the Panthers — including two teams that 
scored S50 or more. 

Narduzzi hired a protege, Florida Inter- 
national defensive coordinator Josh Conk- 
lin, to run the defense. That in itself should 
produce improvement. 

Narduzzi’s style is the complete opposite 
of the Panthers’ defensive philosophy un- 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. CONMENT 
Chad Voytik* 
James Conner* 
Jaymar Parrish* 
Tyler Boyd* 
Dontez Ford 
J.P, Holtz* 
Adam Bisnowaty* 
Dorian Johnson* 
Artie Rowell 
Alex Bookser 
Jaryd Jones-Smith 
Chris Blewitt* 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS. STARTER COMMENT 
Rori Blair 
Darryl Render* 
Khaynin Mosley-Smith* 
Ejuan Price 
Nicholas Grigsby 
Matt Galambos* 
Bam Bradley 
Avonte Maddox 
Lafayette Pitts* 
Pat Amara 
Reggie Mitchell* 
Ryan Winslow* 
*Returning Starter in Bold 


der Matt House. Narduzzi and Conklin will 
use multiple fronts and looks to disguise 
blitzes. They will ask the corners to play a 
lot more press coverage, and safeties to be 
more physical at the point of attack. 

“It is simpler, but we are being asked to 
be more aggressive, more physical at all 
three levels,” said safety Jevonte Pitts, who 
is one of the team’s hardest hitters. “But it 
allows us to play faster.” 

Three seniors anchor the defensive line 
and that group is led by nose tackle Khaynin 
Mosley-Smith, who is more than just a run 
stopper. He is an agile 310 pounds and a 
disruptive force in the middle. Sophomore 
defensive end Rori Blair led the team with 
five sacks last season. 

The linebackers are built around a proto- 
typical middle linebacker, Matt Galambos; 
he understands the defenses and coverages, 
and is a sure tackler who is very good at 
getting to the football. Bam Bradley and 


Dual threat QB who has improved dramatically as passer. 
The returning ACC Offensive Player of the Year. 

Excellent lead blocker and tough runner. 

A dynamic, big-play receiver and future first round pick. 

Has developed into a consistent threat and playmaker. 

An excellent blocker with surprising athleticism and good hands. 
A two-year starter and the anchor and leader of this unit. 

Big and athletic; has a chance to become dominant. 

One of the Panthers most experienced and gritty linemen. 

A homegrown talent, he will be a fixture over next four years. 
Developed consistency in spring and is poised for big year. 
Areliable kicker who made 16 of 21 FGAs last season. 


Tall, athletic pass rusher blossomed late last season. 
Strong, steady and one of unit's most experienced players. 
Explosive, agile and quick. Excellent run stopper. 

When healthy he is one of Pitt's most productive defenders. 
A standout in pass coverage and run support. 

Steady, smart player and excellent tackler. 

As his first name suggests, a physical player and big hitter. 
A physical comer who has excellent speed and strength. 
An old-school corner with great size and physicality. 

Good athlete with great technique and above average speed. 
Extremely smart player, always in place to make plays. 
Averaged 40.1 yards per punt, but needs more consistency. 


Adam Bertke, Fr. 
Chris James, So. 
Colton Lively, So. 
Zach Challingsworth, So, 
Jester Weah, So. 
Scott Orndoff, Jr. 
John Guy, Jr. 
Carson Baker, So. 
Alex Officer, So.* 
Mike Herndon, Fr. 
Aaron Reese, So. 
Joel Reighard, Fr. 


£0.59 PPg 


Reggie Green, So. 
Jeremiah Telani, So. 
Tyrique Jarrett, Jr. 
Shakir Soto, Jr.* 
Jameel Poteat, Sr. 
Quintin Wirginis, So. 
Mike Caprara, Jr. 
Ryan Lewis, Jr. 
Dennis Briggs, Fr. 
Jevonte Pitts, Jr. 
Terrish Webb, Jr. 
Nick Goldsmith, Fr. 


Nicholas Grigsby will flank Galambos. 
Bradley is a big hitter who has high-impact, 
big-play ability. 

The secondary should be the strength of 
the unit. The group features heady safety 
Reggie Mitchell, as well as physical corners 
Lafayette Pitts and Avonte Maddox, who both 
looked good in this scheme in the spring. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Junior place-kicker Chris Blewitt made 
16 of 21 field goal attempts last season. He’s 
reliable, although he had a high-profile 
miss on a potential game-winner in a 51-48 
double overtime loss to Duke. 

Sophomore punter Ryan Winslow aver- 
aged 40.1 yards per attempt. Tyler Boyd's 
flair for the big play makes him a danger- 
ous kick and punt returner. He averaged 
10.1 yards per punt return and 27.6 yards 
per kickoff return. 

— Paul Zeise 
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DS SHERRI GRAVES SMITH 


Smith’s home. 

“When I was 3 years old, my family 
moved from Panama City to my parents’ 
hometown of Tuscumbia, Ala.,” Sherri 
remembered. “Saturdays were special days when 
I was growing up. We watched football games 
as an entire family. My mother made snacks 
and tailgate food and we enjoyed each other's 
company. That togetherness made me a fan.” 

“Of course, living in north Alabama 
influenced my love of college sports. You 
cannot escape the big rivalry between Alabama 
and Auburn.” 

As a young girl, Sherri could not have 
known how her love of college sports would 
so profoundly impact her life as an adult. She 
graduated from the University of Alabama and 
was moving up in a successful business career. 

“T was only 36 years old, an attorney 
with the Coca-Cola Company and I was being 
considered for a position in Vienna, Austria,” 
she said. “My stomach had been bothering me, 
so I went to the doctor for a check-up. I was 
informed that I had cancer. There was no family 
history. I was in absolute and utter disbelief.” 

It was Stage IV colorectal cancer. 

It was 2007 and she started with 
chemotherapy and radiation treatments at 
Atlanta Cancer Care. Her fast track career 
path had been slowed down. Her life had been 
thrown a detour. 

“T had 30 days of chemo and radiation,” she 
recalled. “I had two surgeries, including one to 
remove the tumor. Then, I had six months of 
chemo where I would infuse every two weeks 
at the cancer center.” 

While undergoing that treatment, lifelong 
friend, Chuck Smith, was one of her primary 
caregivers. That relationship blossomed and 
they were married one year to the day after her 
cancer diagnosis. After a honeymoon, Sherri 
went back to her job, but shortly after returning, 


= aturdays were special in Sherri Graves 


she found out that the cancer had spread to both 


lungs. Even more severe treatment started. 

“IT went to the center every two weeks and 
wore a chemo pump for 46 hours,” she said. 
“That was too difficult. I would end up in the 
emergency room or hospital each time that 
I had chemo, so the doctor changed the regimen 
— chemo every Monday and chemo pills for four 
days. I did that for a little over four years.” 


EPING 
AITH 


BY LYN SCARBROUGH 


It was during that time when Sherri‘s love for 
college football impacted her new life in a way 
that she could never have imagined. And, it was 
a horrible, illegal act that made it happen. 

Auburn is Alabama's biggest rival and 
those teams usually compete for conference 
and national titles. Rolling Toomer’s Corner, 
the throwing of toilet paper into tall oaks in 
the center of town, is an Auburn tradition 
after significant wins. The Tigers defeated 
the Crimson Tide in 2010 and were national 
champions. One renegade Bama fan didn’t take 
that well. He administered a lethal dose of 
poison to the ancient trees. 

“I was mortified and embarrassed,” Sherri 
said. “When I was a little girl, my father 
talked to me about being dignified, handling 
disappointments with class, and taking the 
high road. So when the poisoning happened, 

I was disappointed and hurt. 

“I was a few years into treatments for Stage IV 
cancer then, fighting for my life on a daily basis. 
That deeply impacted the way I look at things. 
Traditions and memories are important. Life is 
fleeting and moments should be cherished. 

“T was disturbed about the example it set for 
children. I wanted to find a way to teach good 
sportsmanship and manners without being 
heavy-handed. So, I thought about what if 
a team mascot takes a child on a game day 
and teaches those things.” 

Sherri decided to produce children’s books 
with that theme, starting with Alabama, 
Auburn, Georgia and Georgia Tech. 

“Absolutely not, I didn’t expect what happened 
next,” she admitted. “People started asking 


for books for more schools. I now have over 50 
schools, two Major League Baseball teams, and the 
Dallas Mavericks. I’ve also started an alphabet and 
counting series where I've taken football facts and 
school traditions, and made them rhyme.” 

Her books are available nationally and her 
work is acclaimed. She has been active in 
fundraising for cancer research and in 2013 
received the Survivor's Circle Award from the 
American Cancer Society of Radiation Oncology 
for her work in the cancer community. 

Despite how her business has exploded, her 
original goals with the project were simple. 

“I was in my third year of treatment and 
wanted to do something positive with my life,” 
she explained. “More than anything, I wanted 
to make a child learn positive messages and 
have fun in the process. 

“My parents read to me as a child every 
night. I saw a woman on television reading one 
of my books to her child, and I welled up with 
tears. The thought that people are reading to 
the children and building memories gives me 
such joy. I hope that the lessons help them 
now, but will also stay with them as adults.” 

Sherri gives much credit for her success to 
her husband, parents and other family members. 

“My husband helps me emotionally and 
physically,” she said. “It has been hard going 
through things like losing my hair and not being 
able to do simple things, but he remains faithful.” 

Sherri’s parents, married for 56 years, have 
been her example. Her father, an 88-year old 
retired Air Force veteran, still owns two funeral 
homes and has a Sunday morning radio show 
where he plays gospel music, gives funeral 
announcements, and even teaches Sunday 
School if bad weather makes church attendance 
difficult for the audience. 

“I don’t remember a time when prayer and 
Christ were not a part of my upbringing,” she 
said. “It wasn’t just going to church or Bible 
class. Lessons were instilled about being of 
service, knowing Scriptures and having respect 
and reverence for God. We prayed together as 
a family. Living in a Christ-centered household 
was, and still is, very important. 

“T know that for all intents and purposes, 

I should not still be here. There were times that 

I have gone to sleep sure that I was going to 

pass on and I was surprised when I awakened. So 
many people have been praying for me and I have 
placed my faith in Him to carry me through.” 

To find out more about Sherri Graves Smith's 
books, go to www.gamedayrules.com. 


Sherri and Chuck 
Smith with the first 
two books. 
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PICKING THE MAG 


Bowling Green Heads to Top of Class in Crowded MAC 


estern Michigan and Toledo 

put 11 players each on the 

All-MAC teams last season, 
a sign the league is catching up with 
Northern Illinois and perhaps another 
indication the league is still top-heavy. 

The candidates to wear the crown in 
2015 might not be blatantly obvious, but 
it’s as clear as the Glass Bowl where the 
talent lies. 

Western Michigan found a new motor 
in 2014 in Freshman of the Year running 
back Jarvion Franklin, also the Offensive 
Player of the Year, and the Broncos are 
brimming with first-team type skill tal- 
ent. 

That might not be enough. 

Coach P.J. Fleck knows all too well 
the championship chops of Northern 
Illinois — the WMU coach was a produc- 
tive receiver for the Huskies in his glory 
days — and that the league tends to throw 


Good news 


EAST DIVISION 


surprises atop the standings as an annual 
fall rite. 

Multiple teams could claim the MAC 
title. 

We'll go with Bowling Green. 

Bowling Green’s offense is in very 
good hands. Coach Dino Babers will be 
able to crank up the tempo in the “Falcon 
Fast” offense, with the return from injury 
of quarterback Matt Johnson, who comes 
back to the field surrounded by a veteran 
cast. 

When last at full health, Johnson was 
guiding the Falcons to the 2013 MAC 
championship, throwing for 3,467 yards 
and 25 touchdowns along the way. And, if 
he is felled by injury this season, Bowling 
Green will be comfortable with sopho- 
more James Knapke, not a bad backup to 
have on the sideline. He helped direct BG 
to eight victories last season. 

Throw in running back Travis Greene 


Bad news 


1. Bowling Green 
2. Ohio 

3. Buffalo 

4. Kent State 

5. Akron 

6. UMass 

7. Miami (Ohio) 
WEST DIVISION 
1. Northern Illinois 


2, Toledo 


3. Central Michigan 


4. Western Michigan 
5. Ball State 


6. Eastern Michigan 


Quarterback Matt Johnson (hip) returns with 
eight other starters on offense. 


Coach Frank Solich is sure he has foundation 
for a stronger offense. 


Bulls are rich in experience at key spots, 
including quarterback, running back. 
Improved offense and good health enough to 
spark a turnaround. 


Defense was tops in MAC in points allowed in 
2014; QB should be back. 


Heading the right direction, even if the depth 
is suspect. 


The RedHawks return eight starters on 
defense. 


QB Hare no tortoise, and defense could be 
MAC’s best on back end. 


All-MAC running back Kareem Hunt is star of 
league's best offense. 


QB Cooper Rush (seven TDs in bow! game) 
has stout defense to rely on. 

This TKO offense has elite potential, threats 
everywhere. 

Very talented receiver group and offensive 
line, other spots are suspect. 

Second season under coach Chris Creighton 
sets system. 


The team's shaky ‘D’ was torched last season, 
gutted up the middle. 


Mix of newcomers, thin front seven could spell 
defensive problems. 

The defense is shifting to a 4-3, and the 
cupboard is nearly bare. 

Just 1-6 in the MAC last season; is a massive 
jump realistic? 


Terry Bowden likes his options, but quarter- 
back wasn't set exiting spring. 


Too many fixes. Only woeful EMU gave up 
more points in the MAC last season. 


Miami has a weak offensive line and is 
unproven all around on offense. 


Absent bell-cow back and with rough early 
schedule, do growing pains leave a mark? 


Does scheme work after loss of three top OL? 
Unproven pass defense remains weak. 


All new skill position crew, and raw LB corps 
must hit the ground running ... or else. 


Middle of the defense is a concern. No league 
title since 1988. 


Is there a player the offense can lean on when 
it matters? 


Steep hill to climb, especially in this league 
given holes on OL, secondary. 


and emerging Fred Coppet — and the 
team’s top four receivers — and, yeah, the 
Falcons are going to blow past last year’s 
average of 30.0 points per game. 

Meanwhile, Northern Illinois has an excit- 
ing backfield and solid defense, and the 
Huskies remain the class of the West. Until 
further notice, they are the division favorite. 

Overall, though, Toledo, Central 
Michigan and Ohio could be right in the 
thick of the championship chase, too. 
And is anybody ready to totally dismiss 
Western Michigan, with Jarvion Franklin 
and quarterback Zach Terrell, the sixth- 
most efficient quarterback in the country 
last season? 

See. It could be a wild race just based 
off those teams. 

Of course, that’s not all. 

In the MAC, there’s at least one con- 
tender coming off the edge you usually 
don’t see coming. 


CONFERENCE PICKS 


Our call 


The offense can — and might need to be — special 
enough to win the title. 


Favorable schedule and uptick in athleticism equals 
East contender. 


New coach Lance Leipold (109-6 in Division II!) will 
make it exciting, win or lose. 

The draw is favorable for the Flashes after early non- 
conference meetings. 

There is enough potential to believe a push is possible 
in uneven East. 


“Wait ‘til next year” could be realistic refrain. 


RedHawks lost seven games by 10 points or less in 
2014. If half of those bounce their way in 2015 ... 


With depth at wide receiver, the Huskies grind early 
and rise late. 


Rockets sneak into contention with better play in 
secondary. 

The middle of the 4-2-5 catches on and CMU flexes 
muscle on both sides of the ball. 


Highly experienced and uber-talented; could emerge 
as Class of the MAC. 


Always a matter of running with NIU, Toledo. Ball State 
not there yet. 


New faces can help, but needle reading remains sink- 
and-surge. 
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Lindy’s 2015 
ALL-MAC TEAM 


QB Zach Terrell Jr. Western Michigan 


RB Jarvion Franklin So. Western Michigan 
S RB Kareem Hunt Jr. Toledo 
aa WR Corey Davis Jr. Western Michigan 
=) WR Roger Lewis So. Bowling Green 
“) TE Rodney Mills Sr. UMass 
™) C Andrew Ness Sr. Northern Illinois 
ba OL Alex Huettel Sr. _ Bowling Green 
4) OL Willie Beavers Sr. Western Michigan 
le OL James Kristof Sr. Western Michigan 
=) OL_Lucas Powell Sr. Ohio 

AP Ryan Burbrink Sr. Bowling Green 


K _ Tyler Tate Sr. Bowling Green 


DL Pat O’Connor Sr. Eastern Michigan 


5 DL Cody Grice Sr. Akron 
=) DL Orion Jones Sr. Toledo 
S DL Treyvon Hester Sr. Toledo 
2 LB Jatavis Brown Sr. Akron 
‘™) LB Jovan Santos-Knox Sr. UMass 
ies LB Boomer Mays Sr. Northern Illinois 
2 DB Nate Holley Jr. Kent State 
fa DB Paris Logan Sr. Northern Illinois 
)) DB Nick Johnson So. Bowling Green 
=) DB Randall Jette Sr. UMass 

P_ Anthony Melchiori Sr. Kent State 

QB Blake Frohnapfel Sr. UMass 
5 RB Travis Greene Sr. Bowling Green 
td RB Anthone Taylor Sr. Buffalo 
) WR Tajae Sharpe Sr. UMass 
=] WR Jordan Williams Sr. __Ball State 
=] TE Matt Weiser Sr. Buffalo 
4, C_Nick Beamish Sr. Central Michigan 
a OL Jake Richard Sr. Ball State 
%) OL Aidan Conlon Sr. Northern Illinois 
fe OL Storm Norton Jr. Toledo 
fe) OL Mike Lucas Sr. Ohio 
me! AP Fred McRae Jr. Ball State 


K Andrew Haldeman Sr. Western Michigan 


DL Tarell Basham Sr. Ohio 
DL Joe Ostman Sr. Central Michigan 
DL Darnell Smith Sr. Ball State 
DL Perez Ford Sr. Northern Illinois 
LB Great Ibe Sr. Eastern Michigan 


LB RasheenLemon Sr. Northern Illinois 
DB Tony Annese Jr. Central Michigan 
DB Ronald Zamort Sr. Western Michigan 
DB Deontae Brown _—So. Western Michigan 
DB Chaz Whittaker Sr. Toledo 
PJ. Schroeder Jr. Western Michigan 
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LB Jovon Johnson Sr. Ohio 


THE BIG ONES 


Sept. 4 Kent State at Illinois 


Sept.S Bowling Green vs. Tennessee (Nashville) 


BOWL CONNECTIONS 


MAC Champion 
Boca Raton Bowl vs. AAC 


Sept. 19 lowa State at Toledo cae 

2 
Sept, 26 Bowling Green at Purdue GoDaddy Bowl vs, Sun Belt 
Sept. 26 Ohio at Minnesota 
Dect. 3 Northern Illinois at Central Michigan MAC #3 
Oct.10 Central Michigan at Western Michigan Famous Idaho Potato Bowl vs. MW 
Oct. 17 Western Michigan at Ohio Non-guaranteed 
Nov. 3 Northern Illinois at Toledo 
Nov. 4 Ohio at Bowling Green MAC #4 
Nov. 10 Toledo at Central Michigan Popeye's Bahamas Bowl vs. CUSA 
Nov, 11 Bowling Green at Western Michigan MAC #5 
Nov. 18 Western Michigan at Northern Illinois Camellia Bowl vs. Sun Belt 
Nov. 24 Ohio at Northern Illinois 

1. Corey Davis WR Jr. Western Michigan Smooth with 21 TDs in first two seasons. 

co 2. Jarvion Franklin RB So. Western Michigan Big at 6-1, 220; has slash speed, power. 
x 3. Kareem Hunt RB Jr. ‘Toledo Runner-returner skills for NFL, 151 ypg in ‘14. 
a 4. Tajae Sharpe WR Sr. UMass At 6-4, 205, has matchup edge at any level. 
E 5. Orion Jones DT Sr. Toledo Pass-rushing interior defensive lineman. 
= 6. Jatavis Brown OLB Sr. Akron Likely three-time All-MAC, skills will transfer. 
o 7. Paris Logan CB Sr. Northern Illinois = Cover man with return experience. 
a 8. Anthony Melchiori P Sr. Kent State Good leg with kickoff ability. 
e 


9. Andrew Ness C Sr. 
10. Jovan Santos-Knox LB Sr. UMass 


“Only draft-eligible players included. 


Most Valuable 
Player 


Offensive Player 
of the Year 


Jarvion Franklin 
RB, Western Michigan 


Kareem Hunt, 
RB, Toledo 


Most accurate passer 
Strongest arm 

Best scrambler 

Coolest in the clutch 
Toughest to bring down 
Best hands 

Most dangerous deep threat 
Best run blocker 

Best pass blocker 

Best cover corner 

Best pass rusher 
Special teams demon 


4 
= 
oO 
mo 
ea 
o 
a 
o 
a 


Northern Illinois 


Swift pivot for a strong running game, OG potential. 


Old-school thumper had 143 tackles last season. 


Newcomer 
of the Year 


Defensive Player 
of the Year 


Jatavis Brown, Jamal Marcus, 


LB, Akron DE, Akron 
Zach Terrell Wesiern Michigan 
Kyle Pohl Akron 
Drew Hare Northern Illinois 
Zach Terrell Western Michigan 
Jarvion Franklin Western Michigan 
Tajae Sharpe UMass 
Corey Davis Western Michigan 
Andrew Ness Northern Illinois 
Willie Beavers Western Michigan 
Paris Logan Northern Illinois 
Orion Jones Toledo 
Matt Mills Central Michigan 


2015 www.lindyssports.com 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 209 


CINCINNATI 


BEARGATS 


For more coverage of the Bearcats, visit cincinnati.2e47Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Eddie Gran 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Steve Clinkscale, Robert Prunty 


STADIUM: Nippert Stadium (40,000) 


BEARCATS BATTLING TO REGAIN NATIONAL RELEVANCE 


second consecutive 9-4 season has 
A« the University of Cincinnati 

determined to take another step in 
2015, as the Bearcats seek to regain nation- 
al Top 25 status. 

UC earned a share of the 2014 Ameri- 
can Athletic Conference title, but, for the 
second consecutive year, the season ended 
badly. UC lost 33-17 to Virginia Tech in the 
Military Bowl, a year after losing 39-17 to 
North Carolina in the Belk Bowl. 

UC has not finished in the final Asso- 
ciated Press Top 25 since 2011, when the 
Bearcats were No. 25. 

Coach Tommy Tuberville enters his 
third season with the Bearcats, trying to 
shake the notion that UC is running in 


place. 
“We're just not there yet,” Tuberville 
said. “I think we’re another recruiting 


year away from getting the 85 (players) 
out here that we want to get out here. We 
just need to take another step forward.” 

UC returns to its campus home of Nip- 
pert Stadium, after playing its 2014 home 
games at the Bengals’ Paul Brown Stadium. 
Nippert has undergone an $86 million 
renovation and expansion from 35,000 to 
40,000 seats. A highlight will be a Thursday 
night game against Miami on Oct. 1. 


OFFENSE 


Junior quarterback Gunner Kiel came 
out with guns ablaze in the 2014 opener, 
with six touchdown passes in his college 
debut. The Notre Dame transfer was the 
first FBS player to achieve that feat, as UC 
beat Toledo, 58-34. 

He went on to throw for 3,254 yards and 
tie the UC season record with 31 touch- 
downs passes. Kiel passed for 436 yards in 
a shootout win over East Carolina. 

His top seven receivers return. 

One question is durability. Kiel made 
all 13 starts last season, but he left several 
games with rib and/or back injuries. UC 
trainers have worked with Kiel to improve 
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his core strength. 

Kiel also needs some improvement with 
decision making, having thrown 13 inter- 
ceptions. That said, he mostly fulfilled the 
hype of once being the No. 1-rated prep 
quarterback in America. 

Redshirt freshman Hayden Moore backs 
up Kiel. Entering summer, senior backup 
quarterback Jarred Evans was still suspend- 
ed because of legal troubles from last sea- 
son. He was acquitted of an assault charge, 
but he received one year probation after 
pleading no contest to a misdemeanor 
charge of obstructing official business. 

Slot receiver Shaq Washington (66 catch- 
es, four TDs) is on pace to become the UC 
career leader in receptions. He has 150 in 
his career, needing 55 more for the record. 
Wideouts Mekale McKay and Chris Moore 
(eight TD catches each) are the deep threats 
in UC’s four-receiver offense. 

UC ranked 13th nationally in passing, 
but 72nd in rushing, thus the focus is to 
improve the run game. 

Projected Nos. 1 and 2 backs Hosey Wil- 
liams and Tion Green missed most of 2014 
with injuries. Mike Boone, as a true fresh- 
man, led UC with 650 yards rushing and 
nine TDs. Boone and Williams were duel- 
ing for the No. 1 job entering summer, with 
Green also in the picture. Williams ran for 
a team-best 655 yards in 2013, averaging 
5.7 yards per carry. 

The offensive line loses three-time all- 
league left tackle Eric Lefeld. Three starters 
return: Parker Ehinger (moving from right 
guard to left tackle), right tackle Justin 
Murray and center Deyshawn Bond. 

The fast-paced offense of coordinator Ed- 
die Gran again should score plenty against 
suspect AAC defenses. 


DEFENSE 


A 55-34 midseason destruction by the 
Miami Hurricanes left the Bearcats last 
nationally in total defense, leading Tu- 
berville to say: “We can’t tackle anybody 


LOCATION: 


Cincinnati, Ohio 


2014: 
9-4, 7-1 AAC (T-tst) 


COACH: 


Tommy Tuberville — At Cincinnati: 18-8, 
2 years; overall 148-85, 19 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


15; 8 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS 10 WATCH: 
QB Gunner Kiel, RB Mike Boone, RB Hosey 
Williams, WR Shaq Washington, OT Parker 
Ehinger, DE Silverberry Mouhon, CB Adrian 
Witty, S Zach Edwards 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


The passing game should be one of the most 
potent in America, with Kiel and his top seven 
receivers returning. Mike Boone was a revela- 
tion as a true freshman, including a 212-yard 
rushing game. Kicker Andrew Gantz is a reliable 
weapon. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


The offensive line needs to keep Kiel upright, 
after some breakdowns left him exposed and 
injured last year. The defense has several red 
flags. Where will the pass rush come from? 
Who leads a relatively green linebacker corps? 
Special teams must show more production, 
especially on the return units. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Rod Moore, OT Eric Lefeld, OG Tyreek 
Burwell, DE Terrell Hartsfield, DE Brad Harrah, 
DT Camaron Beard, LB Nick Temple, LB Jeff 
Luc, CB Howard Wilder 


OVERVIEW: 


Expect many high-scoring games, with a potent 
offense and a suspect defense. Kiel and one of 
the best offenses in school history might have 
to simply out-gun opponents this season. That 
sounds good enough for the Bearcats to be 
among the AAC favorites. 


KEY NUMBER: 


4 Games with at least 350 yards passing last 
season for Gunner Kiel. 
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GUNNER KIEL 


2¢ Robbins 


on defense. We look like the Bad News 
Bears.” 

Two weeks earlier, UC allowed 710 yards 
in a 50-28 loss to eventual national cham- 
pion Ohio State. 

The schedule lightened up later in the 
season, and the Bearcats rose to No. 96 na- 
tionally in total defense for the year. 

There is reason to remain worried 
about the defense. The Cincinnati offense 
torched the defense for 1,081 total yards 
in the spring game. The Bearcats rested 
a couple of defensive starters that day, but 
a similar thrashing occurred in the penulti- 
mate spring scrimmage. 

“We're better on defense, but we didn’t 
show much,” Tuberville said of the spring 
game. 

Key losses include linebackers Jeff Luc 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


2014 stats: 156.5 ypg rushing (72nd in NCAA), 303.6 passing (13th), 460.2 total offense (27th), 34.0 ppg (29th) 


POS STARTER 

Gunner Kiel* 
Hosey Williams 
Mekale McKay* 
Shaq Washington* 
Max Morrison* 
Chris Moore* 
Parker Ehinger* 
Ryan Leahy 
Deyshawn Bond* 
Delonte Murray 
Justin Murray* 
Andrew Gantz* 

*Returning Starter in Bold 


COMMENT 


Tied UC season record with 31 TD passes in 2014. 

Led UC in rushing in 2013; hurt after four games in 2014. 
Playmaker with 15 TDs, 20.2 yards per catch in past two years. 
Slot receiver needs 55 catches to become UC career leader. 
Second on team with 45 catches last year, scored 4 TDs. 
Speedster had three TD catches in loss to Ohio State. 
AIl-AAC choice has played multiple roles; four-year starter. 
Stepped in for three starts last year, job is his now. 

On preseason Rimington Trophy watch list in 2014, 2015. 
JC transfer made immediate impression in spring ball. 
Played well after previous starter was lost to injury last year. 
Poised, productive after winning job as redshirt freshman. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Hayden Moore, Fr. 
Mike Boone, So. 

Alex Chisum, Sr. 
Jeremy Graves, Jr. 
Nate Cole, Jr. 

Johnny Holton, Sr. 
Korey Cunningham, So. 
Evan Mallory, Fr. 
David Niehaus, So, 
Luke Callahan, Fr. 
Chad West, Sr. 

Josh Pasley, Jr. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


2014 stats: 183.7 ypg rushing (85th in NCAA), 255.4 passing (97th), 439.1 total defense (96th), 27.2 ppg (T-68th) 


POS STARTER YR. 

Silverberry Mouhon* 
Cortez Broughton 
Alex Pace 
Mark Wilson 
Eric Wilson 
Clemente Casseus 
Leviticus Payne* 
Grant Coleman* 
Adrian Witty 
Andre Jones* 
Zach Edwards* 
Sam Geraci* 

*Returning Starter in Bold 


COMMENT 


(134 tackles) and Nick Temple (113), and de- 
fensive end Terrell Hartsfield (AAC-best nine 
sacks). Defensive end Silverberry Mouhon is 
the top returnee among the front seven. 

Ball-hawking safety Zach Edwards (121 
tackles) returns. The secondary should ben- 
efit from the return of veteran cornerback 
Adrian Witty, a vocal leader who missed 
most of 2014 with a leg injury. 

UC has its third defensive coordinator 
in three seasons under Tommy Tuberville, 
with Steve Clinkscale promoted from sec- 
ondary/cornerbacks coach. Last year’s co- 
ordinator, Hank Hughes, is now defensive 
line coach at Nebraska. 

Clinkscale actually shares the title of co- 
defensive coordinator with defensive line 
coach Robert Prunty, but Clinkscale will 
call the plays on game days. 


Dropped from 9.5 sacks as sophomore to 4 as junior. 
Medical redshirt last year; coaches love his potential. 

Had multiple offers from Power 5 teams out of HS. 

High school offers once included Missouri and Illinois. 
Productive backup last year, including 3 fumble recoveries. 
Veteran waited behind Greg Blair, Jeff Luc in recent years. 
Hybrid LB/DB is team’s No. 2 returning tackler. 

Thrust into 2014 lineup by injury, ex-walk-on held his own. 
Injured last year; UC dearly missed his leadership. 

Seized job early in 2014 season; solid against run and pass. 
Seemingly always around the ball; 9.3 tackles per game. 
36.5 yards per punt through midseason, 41.7 yards after. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Landon Brazile, Fr. 
Hakeem Allonce, Jr. 
Chris Burton So. 
Mason Antoun, Sr. 
Jaylyin Minor, So. 
Antonio Kinard, Jr. 
Kevin Brown, Sr. 
Alex Thomas, Fr. 
Linden Stephens, So. 
Tyrell Gilbert, Fr. 
Carter Jacobs, So. 
Andrew Gantz, So. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The special teams also will have their 
third coordinator in Tuberville’s three UC 
seasons. Ty Linder joins the staff from TCU; 
he once worked for Tuberville at Texas Tech. 

Place-kicker Andrew Gantz returns after 
a solid debut season, when he was second- 
team AIl-AAC. Gantz was 16 of 20 on field 
goal attempts. Punter Sam Geraci also made 
his UC debut last year and improved as the 
season progressed, finishing with a 39.4-yard 
average. 

The coverage teams were better af- 
ter a dreadful 2013 season, but UC again 
produced little in the return game. The 
Bearcats have not returned a punt or kick- 
off for a touchdown since the 2011 season, 
and usually, they have not come close. 

— Tom Groeschen 
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‘Drew Brees 


QB, Purdue 


Pitity by AVA Photos-USA 


TODAY Sports 


5 YEARS AGO: 2010 


Wisconsin actually captured the league’s 
Rose Bowl berth for the first time in a decade, 
but the tri-championship was intriguing in 
the way it unfolded even beyond the season. 
Ohio State was No. 1 in the polls in mid- 
October before being drilled by Wisconsin 
31-18. At the same time, MSU coach Mark 
Dantonio (whose teams were a so-so 22-17 in 
his first three seasons) suffered a heart attack 
in midseason. He missed just two games, and 
the program would never be the same: In the 
five years after that, his teams won 53 games, 
and earned a share of three Big Ten titles. 
Ohio State, meantime, fell back to earth when 
coach Jim Tressel resigned following a myriad 
of NCAA violations and subsequent forfeiture 
of the team’s 12 victories. 


Big Ten co-champions: Wisconsin (11-2, 
7-1), Michigan State (11-2, 7-1) 


Big Ten MVP: Denard Robinson, QB, Michigan. 


Heisman Trophy: Cam Newton, 0B, Auburn 
(6th — Robinson, Michigan) 

Wational Champion: Cam Newton led No. 1 
Auburn on a 73-yard field goal drive in the last 
two minutes (Wes Byrum won it with a chip 
shot as time expired), to lift the Tigers over 
Oregon in the BCS title game. 


10 YEARS AGO: 2005 


Penn State started the season unranked, 
and Ohio State started off at No. 9. But the 
Buckeyes became afterthoughts in the national 
championship picture after losing to eventual 
national champion Texas, 27-25, in the second 
game of the season. So when OSU and PSU met 
at Beaver Stadium in early October, the game 
was viewed as simply an early Big Ten battle, 
but it turned out to be a battle royale. Joe Pa- 


terno’s squad won the defensive struggle 17-10. 


The Lions’ perfect season slipped away with a 
27-25 last-second loss at Michigan, when Penn 
State allowed 17 points in the fourth quarter. 


Big Ten co-champions: Penn State (11-1, 
7-1), Ohio State (10-2, 7-1) 

Big Ten MVP: Michael Robinson, QB, Penn State 
Heisman Trophy: Reggie Bush, RB, USC 
(5th — Robinson; 6th — A.J. Hawk, LB, Ohio 
State) 

National Champion: Vince Young carried 
Texas on his back throughout the day in the 
Rose Bowl, and into the end zone in the final 
minute to upend top-ranked USC, 41-38. 


15 YEARS AGO: 2000 


Drew Brees led Purdue through a season of 
ridiculous comebacks, including an 18-point 
deficit against Michigan, and a 21-point 
fourth-quarter hole against Ohio State. But 
when the league-leading Boilers spit the bit 
by being stomped by 1-5 Michigan State on 
the second-to-last weekend, it appeared they 
had blown it. Ah, but just as Northwestern 
was to move into the driver's seat, the Wild- 
cats lost to 2-4 Iowa, allowing Purdue entry 
to the Rose Bowl with a win over hapless 
Indiana. 


Big Ten champions: Purdue (8-4), 
Michigan (9-3), Northwestern (8-4), all 6-2 in 
league 

Big Ten MVP: Drew Brees, QB, Purdue 
Heisman Trophy: Chris Weinke, QB, Florida 
State (3rd — Brees; 5th — Damien Anderson, 
RB, Northwestern) 

National Champion: Even though Okla- 
homa had the nation’s best defense and the 
Heisman runner-up in QB Josh Heupel, the 
Sooners were installed as 10-point underdogs 
heading into the Orange Bowl. The OU defense 
did a number on Mr. Heisman Chris Weinke, 
smothering Florida State 13-2. 


20 YEARS AGO: 1995 


Let's face it: Northwestern beating Michi- 
gan and Ohio State en route to an undefeat- 
ed conference season was nothing less than 
unthinkable for generations. But with gutsy 
running back Darnell Autry leading the way, 
the Wildcats stunned the college football 
world. It was the culmination of coach Gary 
Barnett’s proclamation that he wanted to 


."Take the Purple to Pasadena,” and danged 


if it didn’t happen — truly one of the most 
shocking seasons in the modern era of 
college football. 


Big Ten champion: Northwestern 

(10-2, 8-0) 

Big Ten MVP: Eddie George, RB, Ohio State 
Heisman Trophy: Eddie George, RB, Ohio 
State (4th — Darnell Autry, RB, Northwestern; 
8th — Tim Biakabutuka, RB, Michigan) 
National Champion: Nebraska (13-0) blew 
away Florida in a stunning Fiesta Bowl, 62-24, 
in a showdown of undefeated teams ranked 
Nos. 1 and 2. The no-doubt-about-it rout 
cemented the legacy of the Cornhuskers’ 
second straight national title. 


BACK 


25 YEARS AGO: 1990 


Hayden Fry's Hawkeyes were something special, 
essentially running away from the pack. Unranked 
at the beginning of the season, they became the 
first Iowa team to score a season sweep of the 
Michigan schools (a late-game 85-yard TD drive ru- 
ined UM's homecoming, 24-23). By the beginning 
of November, the race was over, and even when the 
Hawkeyes stumbled against so-so Ohio State and 
mediocre Minnesota, they were Pasadena-bound. 
Four teams went 6-2 in the Big Ten to share the 
title, but the season belonged to Iowa. 


Big Ten champion: Iowa (8-4), Michigan 
(9-3), Michigan State (8-3-1), Illinois (8-4), 
all 6-2 in league. 

Big Ten MVP: Nick Bell, RB, Iowa 
Heisman Trophy: Ty Detmer, QB, BYU 
(No Big Ten players in top 10) 

National Champion: Colorado (AP) and 
Georgia Tech (coaches) shared the title. 


50 YEARS AGO: 1965 


One of the great Big Ten teams of the era, 
Duffy Daugherty’s Michigan State Spartans 
swept through a perfect regular season to win 
the national championship. The Spartans had 
it all, and advanced to the Rose Bowl to face a 
UCLA team they had beaten to open the season. 
Traditionally, the national championship had 
been awarded at the end of the regular season, 
but this year, the Associated Press decided to take 
one more vote after the bowl games. The bowls 
showed that they were worth the wait when No. 1 
Michigan State was foiled by UCLA, which stoned 
an MSU 2-point conversion try at the end of a 
14-12 Bruins shocker. Meantime, No. 2 Arkansas, 
and No. 3 Nebraska also went into New Year's Day 
undefeated, and lost. A year later, MSU would win 
the national championship behind Bubba Smith 
and four other first-round draft picks. 


Big Ten champion: Michigan State (10-1, 7-0) 
Big Ten MVP: Jim Grabowski, RB, Illinois 
Heisman Trophy: Mike Garrett, RB, South- 
ern California (3rd — Jim Grabowski, RB, 
Illinois; 6th — Steve Juday, QB, Michigan 
State; 8th — Bob Griese, QB, Purdue) 
National Champion: The daytime results on 
New Year's Day left the evening's Orange Bowl 
to crown No. 3 Nebraska or No. 4 Alabama as 
national champion. Bear Bryant used all of his 
wiles to upend Bob Devaney’s powerful squad, 
as the Tide converted two onside kicks in a 39- 
28 triumph (their third title in 5 years). 
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SAVING IS 


GEICO has been ‘saving people 
money for over 75 years. 


GEICO. 


Get a quote today. 
geico.com | 1-800-947-AUTO | Local Office 


Wrangler 


ADVANCED COMFORT 
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